
MEMORIAL OF THE HUPSON'S BAY COMPANY.

British and Anierican Joint Commission on the ffc7son's Bay

and FI'uget's S£ound Agricultural Companies' Claims.

To the ilonorable the COMMISSIONERS:

The Governor and Company of Adventurers of England

trading into Hludson's Bay, commonly called ihe Hudson's

Bay Company, claimants, submit the following memorial and

statement of their claims upon the United States ; and for

facts and considerations in support of such claims respectfully

declare :

That, in the year 1846, and for a great number of years pre-

vious thereto, the ludson's Bay Company were in the free and

fuli enjoyment, for their own exclusive use and benefit, of cer-

tain rights, possessions, and property of great value, within

and upon the territory of the northwest coast of America

lying westward of the Rocky Mountains and south of the 49th

parallel of north latitude ; such rights consisting as well in

extensive and valuable tracts of land, whereupon numerous

costly buildings and enclosures had been erected and other

improvements had been made, and then subsisted, as of a right

of trade which vas virtually exclusive, and the right of the

free and open navigation of the river Columbia within the

said territory.

That the rights, possessions, and property thus held and en-

joyed by the -Iudson's Bay Company, had been acquired while

the said territory was in the ostensible possession and under

the sovereignty and government of the Crown of Great Britain,

and the Company held and enjoyed the same with the knowledge

and consent, and under recognitions, both express and implied,

of the Crown of Great Britain, and by persons acting under its

authori ty.

That, by the treaty concluded between Great Britain and the


