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The art of thé Indians ritish Columbia shows i pc:éur:lr

as for a long time, attracted the attention of investigators, _

‘While among’ most primitive people we-find a tendency toythe development - ‘ . l

of geometric designs, the Indians of northern” British Columbia usc tor deco- ’

rative purposes almost -exclusively animat motives. “The anidh

~h1ghl) conventionalized, and mayv be recognized by a numb
characteristic of the various animals that ﬁhe .1rt1~»t~ try to represent. The

* Indixhs have adoptcd a peculiar method of .ul.tptmu tb\, -Amza torm to the

decorative field.  There is o endemvor te represent Qlc torm by means of

perspective, but the attempt is made to adapt the- form as nearly as possible T <

* to the decorative field by medns of distortion and dissection. The. more

clever an artist- is in designing methods of distortion and  dissectionr which — -

fill the decorative ticld and bring into view all the important parts of the ’ o

anipal bod). the greater is his success.! It will be seen. therefore, that the o oo

greater the ditference Bctwccn the form eof the decorative neld and the form . .

ot the animal to be represented. the greater” will be the dxtﬁuult\ ot adapta-

tion. When an animal is to be rcpresentcd’ on a bracclet, it is shown as SR

though it were cut from Head to tail, and’ as though the arm’ were pushed-

through the opening, the whole -arjmal thus surruundmo' the wr#st._ The .

same methodris tollowed m the ‘decoration of dishes, where the sides of the - L

animal are shown on the “sides of. the dish, w}nle the opening of the dish ' Co. o \:;

__rcprexcnts the back of the animal, its botmm the lower side of the ani- e o o
mal. When the animal form. is to be shows on flat surfaccs. the body | e TR T
generally rcprescnted as split. in two, and spread in both directions, S0 that : - . . ~

it appears like two profiles placed side by side. . - . : \

The pecaliarities of the. conventionalism™ of these  tribes ap\pedr most '

clearly. where the difficulty “of adaptation’ of the subject to the decorative . o

ficld is greatest. | umc,ludcd therefore, thdt if [ could®obtain a series of - ' ' T o

represenmtmns on very dxtﬁuxlt surfaces, the  principles of . conveationalism o ‘

would appear most clearly. " No surface seems to be more ditficult to tredt.
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1 haye explained in another place the fuml.munnl uleas underhmg tht\ art luxkun ot xiu \mcvu an \}u eun .
of \uural Hiseory . 15%%, pp. 123-176), i . .
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