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THE WAR.

Hunter and Badeu-Powell have made
fine progress through the western part
of the Transvaal. The latter reached
Pretoria and went back again over his
Toute to continue the work of pacifica-
tion. The former was at Krugersdorp
on Monday, and this town is only about
25 miles west of Johannesburg. ' Hunter
has come up from the southwest, and
Baden-Powell directly from the west.
"I'hey have each received the surrender of
m:any men and a great store of the muni-
tions of war. Very little difficulty need
Ve anticipated in any portion of the late
rossessions of the Boers lying west of
tie Midland railway. The scene -of
uctive hostilities is confined to the north-
east part of the Orange River Colony

_ment and a united province. A battle
fought on principle has placed our local
politics on the highest plane that they

have occupied since Confederation.
RS B IR

THE MINISTERS JUSTIFIED.

The Times makes a rather extraordin-
‘ary error in its article ‘¢ondemning the
thre¢ new ministers for recommending
the dismissal of Lieutenant-Governor
MelInnes. It says that “they took the
oath to loyally guard the interests of the
‘Crown and its representative.” It seems
that our ‘contemporary must be taught a
little more constitutional law., A lieu-
tenant-governor’s tenure of office is pure-
ly a personal matter, and the members of
his Hxecutive Council do mnot take an
‘oath to guard his personal interests,
.either loyally or in any other way. Mr.
Dunsmuir and his colleagues took a poli-
tical risk when they joined in the recom-
‘mendation to the Governor-General; for
if it had mot been acted upon they might
have been: compelled at once to resign.

and the central part of the eastern por-!

tion of the Transvaal. Roberts is press-
ing the Transvaal force to the eastward

along the Netherlands railway, that is, l

the line to Delagoa Bay.  Buller is be-
tween Kruger's and Steyn’s forces, and
the report that Steyn will seek to break
through to the south of Rundle’s divi-
gions in order to escape our men coming
against him from the north may be due
to a movement on Buller’s part in that
direction. Roberts does not really need
Buller’s help in the Transvaal, while the
pacification of the Orange River Colony
at an early day is desirable, and this
cannot be brought about while Steyn is
in the field. Methuen seems to be mak-
ing satisfactory progress in the way of
driving the enemy from the vicinity of
the Midlands railway, but there is a
wide extent of territory to cover, and
the marauding bands of the enemy may
give trouble for some time to come.
The settled and business-like conditions
prevailing in: those parts of the country
which our forces have occupied will
have an excellent effect upon the rest.
Bloemfontein, Johannesburg and Pre-
toria are rapidly assuming their normal
business condition, and the British sol-
dier, who was reported to be such a mon-
ster, is found to be orderly and a source
of profit to the burghers, who have had
sense enough to know when they were
beaten. = The example of these centres
of population and influence will be con-
tagious; althpugh it will doubtless be
some time before peace is fully restored.
R e Sy
TRIUMPH OF THE CONSTITUTION

When nearly two years ago the Colo-
mist took up the battle for constitutional
government, many people thought we
were unpractical. Some indeed went so
far as to say that it was all waste labor,
‘because the people of British Columbia
“could not be aroused to an interest in
constitutional questions. Contemporary
Journals professed to make very merry
over it. When they were at a loss for
anything else th

of or

‘sistence i
1he constant hammering at it for mon
after month. Other issues were pushed

~ forward, but we declined to permit them.
to obscure this, which we believed was
the only real question before the people.
From the very outset we insisted that
. this must be settled by the people, and
that, until it was disposed of, satisfac-
tory conditions could mnot = be restored.
The dismissed members of the Turner
ministry placed their grievance before
the federal government. We said at the
time that this was not the proper quarter
in ‘which to lodge an appeal, but that it
should be made directly to the people of
British Columbia. When a coalition
was proposed with the Semlin party, we
opposed it, because we wished first of all
to see the constitutional question deter-
" mined and the people of British Colum-
bia to say whether or not they claimed
to enjoy the rights possessed by the
people of every other self-governing por-
tion of the British Fmpire. We have
no hesitation in acknowledging that from
the day Lieutenant-Governor McInnes
gtretched his authority and anticipated
the verdict of the people’s representa-
tives, down to the date of the late elec-
tion, every other question in British
Columbia pelitics occupied in the mind of
the Colonist an exceedingly subordinate
place, and that mere personal considera-
tions did not concern us at-all. At last
the people were aroused. The manner
in which Mr. Martin filled his cabinet
‘showed them that the province was drift-
ing swiftly upon the rocks of personal
government, and the result was first seen
in the election and afterwards. in' the
resolution of the Vaneouver caucus, at
which a large majority of the members-
elect were present, declaring for the re-
moval of the' Lieutenant-Governor, be-
cause his conduct had been “ contrary to
the principles, usages and ‘eustoms of
constitutional govern.nent.” ., This action
has been followed by the removal of the
Lieutenant-Governor, and thus the
views of the people have . been given
wifect,

The battle for Responsible Government
has been fought and won. A precedent
‘has been establighed for the guidance of
lientenant-governors in British Columbia
for all time to come, a precedent that
‘will occupy a conspicuous place in the
annals of colonial government. Sir Wil-
frid Laurier is to be congratulated upon
the prompt - manner in which he has
acted. We can understand that to a
gentleman of his kindly disposition it
was a painful act to rewove Mr, Me-
Innes from office; but it was his plain
duty. To have allowed him to continue
would have been to create an unendur-
:aable condition in provincial affairs. In-
stead of this, we have a strong govern-

"pressing it to the front, and

Bu* that they'violabed any constitutional
usage or official obligation, we most em-
phatically deny.

should be taken from British Columbia.
There is a chance for some one to earn
his splirs ‘in ‘developing Canadian trade

; on the Pacific. This subject has not re-

ceived at the hands of the Laurier minis-
try anything like the attention which it
deserves. Tt is'ipethaps ‘ot “sufficiently

" appreciated in ' the Hast, but we can

assure our Bastern friends that there is
no field in which Canada can achieve
more than in this one. = The effect of a
wise policy in such a connection would
be felt from one end of the Dominion to
the other. At the present juncture it is
specially desirable that Canada should
give particular eare to the opening of the
Asiatic markets for her products. We
onght not to be left behind in ‘the great
race between the commercial states of
the world.

O AR e SRS
THE POLITICAL SITUATION.

The announcement that the Vancouver
cauncus has determined to give the gov-
ernment led by Mr. Dunsmuir a loyal
support will be received not only in Brit-
ich Columbia, but by all persons interest-

. ¢d in the welfare of the province with

“The safety of the etate is the supreme | feelings of unbounded satisfaction. The

law.” 'This is one of the cardinal maximg
‘of government. The safety of the state
led the ministers of George III to de-
clare him unfit to act as sovereign and
proclaim a regency; ‘the safety of the
state led to the dethrorement of James
1I and the calling in of William of Or-
‘ange. When the safety of the state is
imperilled those in authority must act;
they must take risks if it is necessary.
If this is true in the United Kingdom,
twhere loyalty to the person of the sov-
‘ereign is required of all, how much more
true is it in aprovince where it is per-
fectly idle to talk about personal loyalty
to a lieutenant-governor?
R I T A

JAPANESE IMMIGRATION.

The Japanese government has given or-
ders that no more than five persons shail
-emigrate from each prefecture to- the
United States in a month and no more
than ten to Canada. There are forty-six
prefectural divisions in Japan, so that
under this arrangement 460 persons may
emigrate from that country to this every
month, or 5,520 each year. If this rule
is acted upon rigidly, it is probable that
the emigration will fall ghort of this, be-
cause it is not likely. that each prefec-
ture will send out its quota monthy with
unvarying regularity, but the number is
too great, and we can see no good reason
why it should be any greater than in the
ease of the United States. The Japan-
ese government has given express in-
struction that the 'people shall be in-
formed as to the law in this matter. The
reason given for the promulgation of
this measure is alleged to be the fear of
the Japaqese government that the in-
flux of the lower class of Japanese will
create a prejudice in America against
the country and its better citizens, With
this there is coupled a feeling of uneasi-
ness at the slow increase of the popu-
lation of the kingdom. In twenty-six
.years the population of Japan has only
increased 16 per cent., which is ngt at all
_satisfactory, especially i view of the
faét that Formosa, and possibly in the
future .some part of the Asiatic main-
land, offer a home for Japanese. i

There is no doubt that the outflow of
Japanese to America was largely work-
ed ‘up by the transportation companies,
who found no difficulty in persuading the
ignorant natives that this continent was
a veritable mine of wealth to all who
choose to come here. = Already much dis-
‘appointment has been experienced by the
mew comers, and in the natural order of
things, the tide would be decreased in
volume, When the Marquis Ito was in
British Columbia, a few years ago, he
expressed himself very strongly against
& large immigration from Japan, He
said that counfry needed all the natural
increase of its population for many years
to come. We are not without a hope
that the danger from a large influx of
Japanese will be removed without difii-
culty,

o O A A Tl

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR JOLY.

There will be a general disposition in
British Columbia tu welcome Lieuten-
ant-Governor Sir Henri Joly de Lot-
biniere. He is a gentleman of high
standing, and personally is admirably
fitted to adorn any position to which he
may be named. We are not specially in
favor’ of the importation of lieutenant-
governors, but apparently irreconcilable
differences in the Liberal party in this
province made it necessary to look else-
where for a successor to Lieutenant-
Governor McInnes. Since it was neces-
sary to send us a man from abroad, we
congratulate both the federal govern-
ment and the province upon the selection
that has been made.  We are confident
that Sir Henri will prove himself a
thoroughly constitutional governor. He
takes office at an auspicious time.

M e e T

THE VACANT PORTFOLIO.

The acceptance = of ‘the lieutenant-
governorship of British Columbia by Sir
Henri Joly renders the portfolio of
Minister-of Inland Revenue vacant. We
submit that this ought to be filled from
' this province.
titled to a representative in the cabinet,
and although the Inland Revenue is mot
the department most in keeping with the
needs of the province, it would be better
than nothing.

If Sir Wilfrid Laurier would be ad-
vised by the Colonist, which he probgbly
will not, he would give Sir Richard
Qartwright the portfolio of Inland
Revenue and select a British Columbia
man for Minister of Commerce. There
is: great work to be done in connection
with: the development of commerce on
the Pacific, and we submit it to.be in the
interest of the whole of Canada that the

minister in charge of that department
e 5 i G

British Columbia' is en-’

ienure of the premiership by a gentle-

man of Mr. Dunsmuir's standing is af

gunarantee of sober, yet progressive, gov-
ernment, and to this the people have been
eagerly looking forward. We think it
may be safely said that there is no man,

“whose acceptance of this important and

responsible trust, would have elicited
more general and warmer approval than
his has. He has accepted a position to
which no salary is attached and the ser-
vices, which he will give to the provinee,
will have no other reward than the con-
sciousness of having done his duty to
the province where his life has been
spent and where he has sueh extensive in~
terests. This is a unique condition, and
invests the name of James Dunsmuir
with “singular honor.

A new political party was born in Van-
couver yesterday, and we believe it will
have a long and useful life, It 1is
neither a- Conservative party, nor a Lib-
eral party, mnor a . Labor ' party.
There is no Turnerism,  nor Sem-
linism, nor Martinism in it. It is
a party united for the advancement of
the interests of British Columbia. It is
a union of all interests for a common ob-
ject, ot Mainland with Island, for the
advancement of the province as a whole.
It might well be called a Unionist party.
We are “confident that, under Mr. Duns-
muir's prudent and progressive leader-
ship, the foundations of the party will
be strengthened and its scope broadened.

The Lieutenant-Governor has béen ask-
ed ‘to resign and has declined to do so.
We think it a pity that His Honor has
thought best to take this course, for we
assume that the federal government will
hardly permit him to remain in office.
The Colonist has found itself compelled
by a sense of public duty to eriticize ad-
versely many of his official acts, but it
would have been glad to have seen him
retire from office more gracefully than
it is to be presnmed he will now be com-
pelled to do, The!reascn why he declin-

‘es to résign aggravates rather than palli-

ates his refusal. We sincerely wish he
had been better advised. Some doubt
has been expressed as to the power of
the Governor-General-in-Counéil to re-
move a lieutenant-governor, but there is
no’ ground for it. He may be dismissed
at any time -and without notice, but the
reasons for his removal must afterwards
be communicated to him.
——————

NOME GOLD FIELDS,

There seems to be no doubt that the
gold fields at Oape Nome avill yield a
large amount of the precious metal, but
there is also little doubt that their rich-
ness and extent have been greatly over-
stated. In no part of the world where
gold has been discovered are the condi~
tions of life more onerons than at Nome.
For a very large part of the year the
district is cut off from the rest of the
world by an impenetrable barrier of ‘ice
on the one hand, and the long, desolate
and snow-bound wastes of Alaska on the
other, The rigors of an Arctic climate
are feit in an extreme degree, The win-|
ter days are very short. Fuel s scarce,
and after a very short time must be
wholly imported from southern points,
Naturally the district is one of the most
inhospitable on earth. Therefore, even
if the deposits of gold were all that the
most extravagant claim for them, it
would be very greatly open to doubt if
any man ought to incur the hardships
and misks of residence there for the sake
of the possible chance of making a for-
tune. Now that it seems settled that
the wealth of the placers has been great-
ly overdrawn, there appears to be no rea-
son why anything like a continuance of
the present year’s stampede should take
place,

In making these observations we are
not unmindful of the fact that the greater
the mineral wealth of the country around
the mouth of the Yukon and in lower
Alaska, the better for the Canadian Yu-
kon. If the richness of the Nome gravels
was all that is claimed for it, and if there
was any liklihood that they would sus.
tain a large permanent camp, it would
become the interests of those mining or
carrying on a commercial business there
to do what they could to establish and
maintain a line of transportation down
the Yukon. It is a long way from Daw-
son to Nome, but if it was worth while;
money could establish regular communi-
cation between the two points all the
year round. The Kuyakuk is likely to
become a. gold-producing river and there
are doubtless other points in interior
Alaska that will prove nich, Therefore,
if one ‘of the great gold fields in the world
lay at the coast, means would be found
of providing connection from the interior,
for the way traffic itself would be large.

In pointing out that to a certain ex-

| tent Nome has proved a disappointment,

AR g A B -
¢ o s T Sk it

we only do what seems t0 be our duty
under the ecircuméstancés. We do not
wish to be understood as saying that the
region will not prove to be a great pro-
ducer. All we wish is to dispel the
visions. which have been conjured up by
extravagant stories of sands . glittering
with goid, out of which any man was
sure to pick up a fortune. Money will
be made at Nome, but only by the few,
and at the cost of much toil, privation
and sacrifice,

P —
CAPT. BLANCHARD.,

Universal regret was expressed in Vie-
toria because of the death of Captain
Blanchard, lately of the 2nd Mounted In-
fantry and formerly of the First Can-
adian Contingent. Capt. Blanchard had
many friends in this eity before he placed
his services at the disposal of his coun-
try, and after that every one held him in
the highest esteem, for his many good
qualities became known, His death, fol-
lowing that of Major Arnold, testifies in
the plainest way to the manner in which
Canadians have done their duty. He
died a soldier’s death, and his blood will
unite with that of many another brave

fellow in cementing the Empire,
RS Syl D e i

THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR.

It is understood that the caucus of
members of the legislature held at Van-
couver yesterday unanimously < adopted
a sfrong resolution setting forth the sev-
eral features of the conduct of the Lieu-
tenant-Governor in connection with the
Martin administration that have been
most frequently protested against in these
columns as unconstitutional. We are not
advised that the resolution agks in so
many words that the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor shall be dismissed, but if it receives

the approval of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, to

whom it has been forwarded, it is diffi-
cult to see how any other line of action
can be taken, unless, indeed, the Lieu-
tenant-Governor anticipates the action of
the Governor-General by resigning, The
passage of such a resolution at an early
date by some body representing the ma-
jority of the new legislature was to be
expected, and it is beiter for all con-
cerned that matters should be brought to
a climax at once.
P U R s

EVENTS IN CHINA.

No one supposes for a moment that
China can resist the FEuropean powers
acting in concert. It is what will come
‘after the defeat of the Pekin govern-
ment that causes anxiety. No one is
wige enough to foresee this, ,Russia has
a preponderating military force available,
ag far as the European nations go; but,
of course, if Japan were to begin to land
troops on the mainland, she could readily
offset Russia numerically, and, perhaps,
man for man,-and in point of eguipment
the Japanese army can match that of the
Czar, It is quite true that Russia has
an almost unlimited rTeserve to draw
upon, but it is a lohg way off, and to
equip, mobilize, transport and provision
a large modern army; that is one which
would outnumber whdt Japan can do,
would be a work thatmight well task the

_best administrative powers of thé St.

Petersburg  government. At present|
Japan and Russia are apparently acting
in harmony. If an early settlement is
reached 'this harmony may not be dis-
turbed, On the other hand, if things are
pressed so that the question of partition-
ing China comes up, it is handly possible
for these two nations:'to remain friendly.
‘With Great Britain the case is very dif-
ferent. - ‘We might probably not make
any effort to drive: Rpssia out of North-
ern China, but will coptent ourselves with
securing the valley of the Yang Tse
against the dominion of any other power,
France may seek aggrandizement in’the
south, next to her possessions in Tonguin.
Germany may aim at interposing a wedge
between the Russian and British
spheres of influence. But such a division
would leave no place for Japan and
would shut the United States out in the
eold, and the latter power, though doubt-
less free from any desire for territorial
expansion on the mainland of Asia, is
pledged to the maintenance of the open
door in a commercial sense, and must
surely be taken into account in any set-
tlement that may be effected.

The attitude of the Washington gov-
ernment is. not ‘very dignified. It has
not asserted itself with any decision.
This is doubtless in a measure due to the
fact that this is a presidential year.
President MeKinley will keep out of the
Oriental entanglement as long as he ¢an,
for he knows as well as any one that
his opponents would sink patriotism out
of sight in seeking for reasons to defeat
him. It is one of the evils of the
American system that the arm of the
Executive is likely to be weakened at a
critical hour through political exigencies.
And yet to no nation in the world is it of
as great importance that the Chinese
empire should not pass to any consider-
able degree under the control of the
Trench and Russians as to the United
States. Just now the greater part of
the Chinese trade is in the hands of
Great Britain, and we have no idea that
the aggregate amount done under our
flag will be diminished. It is quite pos-
sible, indeed it is wholly probable, that
our relative share of that trade may be
reduced. Foreign cvmmerce with China:
has hardly begun in comparison with
what will be developed in the years to
come. United States papers are fond of
quoting Secretary Seward’s prophecy
about what would be accomplished on
‘ the greatest of the oceans,” and in this
wonderful future that country was to
have a leading part. + China must of
necessity play a leading role in such de-
velopment. Her 400,000,000 people are
certain to become the greatest customers
for the products of America of all those
who dwell upon the shores of the Pacific.
Hence: the United States cannot afford
to allow the doors of China to be shut in

>

the face of commerce. But it is as well
known as if it had already occurred that
where Raussia, France and Germany
dominate in Asia there is no freedom of
trade. Therefore the whole interests of
the United: States are bound up with
those of Great Britain and Japan in
preventing the three nations, which
stand for exclusion, from securing
supremacy. For this reason we look
forward with a good deal of confidence
to united action on the parts of our own
country, our neighbors and the realm of
the Mikado in an effort to prevent Rus-
sian supremacy in the north and French
supremacy in the south of China. 1If
this ig prevented, nothing need be feared
from-Germany, which will have no wish
to enter upon a course of territorial ex-
pansion in that part of the world, if not
comipelled to do so by the logic of
events.

B AP N RAL s
“LET US HAVE PEACE.”

We have a letter from a Vancouver
corpespondent dealing somewhat severely
with the gentleman who is understood to
be responsible for the utterances of the
News-Advertiser, the occasion of the let-
ter being the very violent and unreason-
ing editorial in that paper on Saturday
last.. We do not print the letter, because
such an outbunst of témper as was exhi-
bited by the Vaneouver paper had better
be. allowed to pass without serious re-
ply. ‘There is no use in arguing with an
angry man, least of all with one who has
been ' temporarily soured by disappoint-
ment, The people of Vancouver answer-
ed in advance anything of a political na-
ture which the gentleman in question may
have to say.

The fate of the ‘Semlin-Cotton combin-
ation is not calculated to promote equan-
imrity on the part of those who were its
yvictims, To grasp the sweets of office
after a long and dreary waiting in the
opposition ante-chamber, only to have the
delicious cup dashed from the lips before
the flavor of the first sip has passed
away, is enough to try the patience of
any man; but the vicissitudes of politics
are proverbial, and the only thing to do
is to take ‘them philosophically. The
world takes none of us quite as seriously
as we take ourselves, When we go up,
we go up; and when we go down, we
go down, and if we are wise, we will
preserve a smiling countenance no mat-
ter on which end of the seesaw we may
happen to be. We have ‘spoken above
of the sweets of office, but that is only
a figure of speech. It is undoubtedly a
pleasant thing to feel that your fellow-
countrymen have sufficient confidence in
you to entrust you with the management
of their affairs; but with that trust there
is a respomsibility that is burdensome to
an honorable man, who wishes to do only
what is right by his country. So our
friend of the News-Advertiser, instead of
being cross over it, ought to thank his
stars that he is not callel upon any more
to Tun the province, but that he may en-
joy as long as he likes the “otium cum
dignatate” of the editorial ' sanctum,
which is after all just a little the finest
thing in a public way:to be/found i this
wicked world.

PSS, GES—————

MAD AS A MAR(}'H HARE.

On some points’ the New York Sun is
as mad as a March hare. One of them is
the annexation of Canada to the United
States. It wants the Republican party
to declare in its forthcoming platform
that it is desirable to unite all the Eng-
lish-speaking communities of this conti-
nent under one flag, and it has a corps of
correspondents who write it letters and
send it alleged news despatches on the
subject. Ome of the former class grows
very indignant at the blow struck at the
Monroe Doctrine by Canada. We ven-
ture to say that if ordinary Canadians
should guess from now until Christmas
they would never hit upon the way in
which the Dominion is alleged to have
transgressed this elusive political propa-
ganda, so 'we will take them into the con-
fidence of the Sun without delay, and
tell them that the gravamen of their of-
fence against the United States consists
of sending Canadian troops to South Af-
rica, If you do mot see where the Mon-
roe Doctrine comes in, that surely mmst
be your fault. We do not, either, and
therefore cannot help you out. The writ-
er, who propounds this extraordinary
dictum, goes on to say that now since
Canada has seen fit to help the Empire
fight its battles, there is no longer any
reason why Russia, France or any other
country should not invade Canada, if
they were at war with Great Britain.
There never was any reason, and 'if
either of those powers or both of them,
should undertake to invade Canada, the
United States may rest assured that
Canada will not send to Washington for
any assistance,

The Sun has a Montreal correspondent
who stuffs it with a lot of nonsense about
Mr. Bourassa being representative of
the true feeling of Canadians, when he
speaks against Imperial unity. This cor-
respondent also informs the paper that
the sober-thinking people of Canada are
in sympathy with its suggestion as to the
Republican platform. Probably, as a
matter of fact, not twenty people in Can-
ada ever knew that the Sun had made
euch a suggestion, and of these twenty,
eighteen probably set it down as on a
par with the paper’s mania for collecting
odd” ‘mames, which has been its hobby
and its most successful field of work ever
since Hoke Smith was taken into Cleve-
land’s cabinet. -Its latest discovery in
this line is that there is a man in Bos-
ton named Upson Downs, and we sub-
mit that this contribution to the gayety of
nations is infinitely more valuable than
its nonsense about the annexation feel-
ing alleged to exist in Canada, or the
tom-fool suyggestions of its correspond-
ents as to the much-abused Monroe Doc-
trine.

A CHAMBER OF MINES,

We are in receipt of some print-
ed matter dealing with the Cen-
_tral . Canada Chamber of Mines,
an - institution | ‘hdying its  head-
guanters at Winnipeg. The object of
the Chamber will be gathered from the
following extracts from its Memorandum
of Association:

2. Tp.advance, promote and protect
the mining interests of Central Canada,
by the consideration and discussion of
a}l questions connected therewith or in-
cxdent_al thereto, and by the collection
and circulation of statistics and informa-
tion relative thereto or calculated to be
of service to such interests, as well as
by all other means ‘which may from time
to time be considered desirable,

3. To publish tabulated monthly sta-
tistics of actual results together with
monthly outputs on the same lines and for
the same objects as obtains in other im-
portant gold mining centres.

3. To admit, register and keep records
of mining properties, operations and re-
sults, to tabulate and verify statistics of
operations and yields, recording periodi-
cal detailed history to be kept of mining
propositions, areas, companies and syn-
dicates who are members of the institu-
tion, from an independent source, so that
in Europe and elsewhere reliable and dis-
interested data ean be obtained, and oth-
erwise furnish information for the bene-
fit of strangers and others caleulated to
inspire .the necessary confidence in the
industry conducive to the efficient devel-
F;ment and equipment of mining general-

The information thus acquired is to be
sent broadcast through the press, and
the Chamber claims to have a mailing
list of over 2,000 leading papers through-
out the world, to which the statistical
monthly returns of the Central Canada
Chamber of Mines is sent for publication,
while twice a week items of interesting
information relating to the Canadian
gold fields are regularly mailed to them.
In a general way the object of the Cham-
ber is the acquisition and dissemination
of reliable infofmation in regard to Can-
adian mining not only in a general way,
but specifically ag to each mine. The
claim is made that a certificate from the
company as to the value of a property
will be of great importance to the owner,
if he is seeking to place his mine on the
market, We quote from the circular is-
sued by the Chamber:

As an illustration of the important
functions undertaken by the Chamber of
Mines, it may be stated that a South
Agr!can proceeding to Hurope with a
mining proposition requiring capital,
would 'be asked as a first question:
“ Have you a certificate from the Cham-
ber of Mines?’ If not, he cannot obtain
a cent. Such subsidiaries as rich speci-
mens, assays and engineers’ reports
would practically avail nothing as
against actual statistics of results
achieved and properly vouched for by
the certificate of the Chamber of Mines
earned during prospecting and develop-
ing operations. A record is also kept in
the African Chamber of every crush-
ing—trial or otherwise—from the time
the mine is first opened up, and it is only
the ‘actual results obtained during these
operations and duly verified by the
periodical visits of the chamber’s in-
spectors, ultimately confirmed by the
issue from the head office of a certificate
under its common seal, duly signed by
the ' executive committee, that wou!’d'
avail anything in the centres of capital
in Europe. A certificate of the “Cham-|
ber of Mides " is all'that is required:to
enable the owner ‘of any mining property
to obtain the necessary capital required
for its proper equipment, and such a cer-
tificate has infinitely more weight than
any number of expert opinions and
theories, geological or otherwise, or the
reports of mining engineers.

The Chamber is not formed for the
purpose of making money, its revenue
being only for the purpose of paying the
cost of management. It is not author-
ized by its charter to make a profit on
anything. The patrons are the Harl of
Minto, Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Lord Strath-
cona, Lieutenant-Governor Patterson of
Manitoba, and Senator Cox, of Toronto.
Hugh John Macdonald is * honorary
president. The president is F. W.
Stobart, of Stobart, Sons & Co., and the
secretary is F. H. Malcoim. The
fouhdation members, with some half
dozen exceptions, are Manitoba people.
This institution will have some interest
to mining people in this province, who
may perhaps be disposed either to co-
operate with it or form an organization
of their own on similar lines. There is
no doubt a great deal put forward by
the Chamber about the lack of any asso-
ciation in Canada to whose reports upon
mining matters the investing world will
look with some confidence. The annual
report of' our Bureau of Mines hardly
meets what is needed, and it cannet, of
course, take the place of a news bureau.
It might be possible to establish in con-
nection with that department something
that would do for British Columbia
what the Central Chamber aims at doing
for Central Canada.

—

The Taku forts are at the mouth of the
Peiho river, and guard the approach by
water between Tientsin and Peking.
They were captured by the British and
French in 1858; 'they successfully re-
sisted an attack in 1859, but were again
captured by the same powers in 1860.

Forest fires have been doing a great
deal of damage in New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, This leads us to repeat
our frequent warning against careless-
ness on the part of those who have ocea-
sion to make fires in or near: standing
timber. It is true that our'forests do
not burn up like those in the Bast, but
very often the fire finds its way into the
‘roots of our heaviest timber and kills it.

Tt is said that $25,000,000 has been
lost by the St. Louis car strike, and the
Seattle Times asks how this ean be so,
seeing that the money has not been de-
stroyed. The question is easily an-
swered. A has a dollar. He employs
B to do a dollar's worth of work and
pays him. A has now the produet of B’s
iabor and B has the dollar. A is just.as
well off ,as he was, while B is'a dollar
better off. Suppose B had refused to
work, A wonld have been just as well off,

[}

for he would have his dollar; but B
would have nothing. Therefore by B’s
refusal to work a dollar has been lost,
although no money has been destroyed.

The Times persists in calling the Van-
couver caucus “the opposition conven-
tion.” '

In consequence of the dismissal of
Lieutenant-Governor MecInnes, and pend-
ing the arrival in the provinee of his suc-
cessor or the appointment of an admin-
istrator of the government, Mr, Duns-
muir will be obliged to defer filling up his
cabinet. For the same reason there will
be unavoidable delay in the issuing of
the writs for the bye-elections.

An BEastern paper says that the Can-
adiar Pacific Railway Company ecarried
the late elections in this province, This
is quite untrue. So far as the Colonist
knows, and it has a pretty good idea of
what was going on, the railway company
did not interfere in the contest,

A United States paper argues against
anything like a colonial policy for that
country, on the score that the colonies of
France and Germany cost the taxpayers
of those countries more than the total
value of their trade with their respeetive
colonies. The trouble is that these so-
called colonies are not colonies.

Mr. John Herd does not quite agree
with the Colonist’s views as to Mr.
Dunsmuir’s responsihility for the acts of
Lieutenant-Governor McInnes. Mr, Herd
is right when he says that the present
government has taken full responsibility
from the Lieutenant-Governor, but that
is only for the future, not for the past.
Constitutionally a lieutenant-governor
cannot be on trial before the electorate.
It is the ministry who are on trial. The
Martin ministry was responsible for the
acts of the Lieutenant-Governor from
and including the dismissal of the Sem-
lin government. Upon these acts the
people pronounced, and in obedience to
their verdict Mr. Martin has resigned.
It is incorrect to suppose that Mr. Duns-
muir accepts a responsibility for acts
about which he was not consulted, and
between which and his own acceptance
of office has been interposed the shield
of a general election. Between Mr.
Dunsmuir’s responsibility to the legis-
lature and Lieutenant-Governor Me-
Innes’ respomsibility to ‘the Gevernor-

tion.

—————

THE HEALTH PROBLEM.

Is much simpler than is sometimes supposed.
Health depends chiefly upon perfect diges-
tion and pure blood, and the problem is
solved v readily by Hood’s Sarsaparilla.
You keep well by taking it promptly for
any stomach or blood disorder. Its cures
of scrofula, salt rheum, catarrh, dyspepsia,
rheumatism and other diseases are number-
ed by the thousands.

The favorite family catharic is Hood’s
Pills.

A T O
CASSIAR RETURNS,

Clifford and Irvin;f[ead With ‘a Num-
ber of Places to Hear From.

The returns of the Cassiar election were

the vote polled giving Clifford and Irving a
majority, with Bella Coola, which will pro-
bably increase it, and points at the head
waters of the Stikine still to hear from.
There was no voting at Hazelton, the ballot
boxes and papers being on one of the
steamers which were caught in the Canon,
and could not proceed up the Skeena, The
returns so far recelved follow:

ing. ford.

Atlin .. .
Plae 5 s diin Y108
Simpson, Naas,

and Skeena ...
Rivers Inlet .. ....

Nothing new: politically transpired here
yesterday, alli the members being in Van-
couver and interest centered in tke conven-
tion there.

e
Mrs. Von Blumer—Aren’t yom ashamed
of yourself, to sneak off every Sunday
morning to the golf links?
Von Blumer—I ecan’t help it, dear.
love the game so.
Mrs. Von Blumer—Well, you might wait
for me.—Brooklyn Life.

STANDS FIRST  AND
HIGHEST

PAINES GELERY
(OMPOUND

A Noted Physician's Prescrip
For the Banishment of
Disease.

I do

Physicians, druggists and those com-
petent to judge ecandidly acknowledge
that Paine’s Celery has called
forth the most reliabse and the strongest
testimonials ever published in the press
of the eountry.

. Bach letter of testimonial telis of the
extermination - and ' banishment of
rheumatism, neuralgia, kidney troubles,
skin diseases, dyspepsia and: headaches.
The good work done by Paine’s Celery
Compound brings sutisfaction,” joy and
peace, because the cures are always per:
manent. Thousands of the best men and
women in Canada vo-day can give. to
weary and ~ despondent sufferers the
blessed assurance that “ Paine’s Celery
Compound makes sick people well”
Paine’s Celery Compound, the wender-
ful discovery of America’s greatest phy-
sician, is now within reach of every ail-
ing person, young and old, and should be
used before ‘sickness and disease are
aggravated by the coming hot weather.
If you entertain doubts regarding th’e
curative and life-giving virtues of Paine’s
Celery Compound, speak to your drug-
gist about it or consult your friends and
neighbors who have heen cured by it.

* .sehool matters.

General there is a fundamental distinc- -

received by the steamer: Alpha-yesterday, = “ -

Iry- Clif-
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For a week the big, hand-l
card had hung in the post offi¢
Grass. It announced a “sped
traordinary’’ meeting to consi
matters.” It had been read
ers ftrom all the surroundin
when they came into town aft
had been re-read and specula
length by all the loungers ig
frontier town. Therefore th
zenship of Burnt Grass was
by the gathering in the lif
house when the trustee aros
«chair on the platform and calle|
ing to order. :

‘There was nothing remarks
fact that Burnt Grass was {
Its citizens

customed to meet several tim

for that purpose. They were
to face a peculiar and trying
.the educational problem. ]
stand exactly what it was if
.sary to refer briefly to the lo

Iristory of the town.

You will look in vain for By
.on all maps except the one iss
railway line running through
itself. It is located in Easter
in a region of hopeless aridi
name suggests. It never wq
«come into existence, except that
said railway company found it
ient spot for the location of a W
fed by an artesian well.

The water tank suggested
The station suggested to somd
boomer a store. The store bd
headguarters of the cowboys of
rounding ranches. Presently, 4
Jdest of the congressman who
ed the district, Uncle Sam ef
the Burnt Grass post office.
the history of the town.

Burnt Grass was two years o
it could claim a woman residen
the station agent married thd
had been courting back in Port]
brought her to the lonely ran
to Lve. As the town grew oth
came to the piace. When the fi
was born there was a celebratioi]
Hastern community could nd
matched if one of its citizens
elected President. The second d
less yociferously received, and th
ance of the third created very
citement. Thus Burnt Grass g
progressed toward the staid aj
thusiastic ways of its sister vil
the effete East.

By the time Burnt Grass was
old there were a score of housd
gling in an irregular line in opp
Tections from the station, and vd
ly a score of children playing aj
houses. Burnt Grass awoke to
that it needed a school.

There was no difficulty in se
schoolhouse. The residents o
Grass were public spirited enoug
tend promptly to all such matt:
obtain a teacher proved a more
some matter, but at length a ya
man came up from Portland
charge of the new tabernacle of
The teacher was the first unmay
man who had ever come to Buri
Her appearance aroused almost
enthusiasm as the first baby had
All the men .from the neighboring
had riddenr into towmn on the da
arrival, presenting some plausibl
for their presence, and the wa
her reception from the crowd at
tion almost staggered the iittle W

The first term of school lasted
weeks. It ended suddenly about
when most of the pupils had 1
the alphabet and directly after
derson, proprietor of the Cross
cle ranch, proposed to the teaché
was some grumbling from Hex
disappointed rivals, but the try
cepted the inevitable and set to
find amother teacher.

The second schoolma’am pilg
youth of Burnt Grass Ithrougﬁ’ i
of the first reader before “Jack’
persuaded her that domestic 1ifg

tble 8 ranch was her proper
Since that time the educationa
of the Burnt Grass children h
many times interrupted from
cause. In desperation the trus
appealed to Eastern agencies fo
est and ugliest teacher on their
in spite of their efforts each on
alluringly beautiful to some on|
numerous ranchmen in the Bu
distriet. Each one in turn suc
the ardent wooing that greeted

On one occasion the married
‘of the community indulged in a
cret exuitation. A teacher app
the scene who could not by any §
the imagination have been calld
and whose sour expression was
ed to defy the most enthusiastic|
after wedded bliss.

She. broke the record by cont]
her post for twelve weeks. Af
of that time old “Jerry” Gas
wealthiest rancher in the coun
over from Forty-Mile in his ne
and invited the teacher out fo!
The next day she resigned. Old
Viewed the discomfiture of th
Grass trustee with delight, a
With a chuckle:

“L been lookin’ for quite a
Tope. in a likely housekeeper.

Weak Stomach, Impai
gestion, Disordered Live
Female Ailments.




