
■■‘V’hPP . ’•;

THE VICTORIA SEMI-WEEiTIY COLONIST THURSDAY DECEMBER 24 1896 7

SMALL DEBTS ACT. the appointing powers specified, and 
vesting them in the Governor-General. 
It must, therefore, be construed strictly, 
in accordance with the rule with respect 
to statutes, that the crown is not de
prived of any of its prerogatives except 
by explicit or unambiguous language ; 

‘ and where the language of the statute is 
general, and its wide and natural sense 
would divest or take away any pre
rogative or right from the crown, it is 
construed so as to exclude that effect.” 
(Max. on statutes, 3rd ed., p. 101). 
The Small Debts court is not one of the 
courts mentioned in the section, either in 
name or nature. It is not a Superior 
court; nor is it a District court, for 
that court, within the meaning of the 
section, is a court peculiar to the prov
ince of Quebec ; nor is it a County court 
as that court is constituted here, or in 
Ontario. Its jurisdiction is limited to 
claims for debt, not exceeding $100; and 
although it may trench upon the juris
diction of the county court, that is no 
reason, to my mind, for condemning the 
act which creates it. It is, certainly, no 
reason for hplding, in the face of the 
rule above, stated, that section 96 de
prives the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
power to appoint>he judge of it. Where 
is the specific language to that effect, or, 
indeed, any language, to use Maxwell’s 
words, _ which, “ makes the inference 
irresistible ” that tbe Imperial legisla
ture intended to extend the operation of 
the section to all courts other than those 
specified in the section ? The section 
must.be restricted to its fair meaning ; 
and, in my opinion, the courts it refers 
to are courts of a high class, as appears 
by sections 97 to 101 ; for the judges are 
to be selected from the bar and paid, 
and, when necessary, pensioned, by the 
Dominion. The Small Debts court is, 
admittedly, not of that class. The divid
ing line between courts of the class re
ferred to and those of lower degree, must 
depend on the circumstances of each 
case, and be determined by the legisla
ture ; and that that body may act un
wisely, or exceed its powers, as was sug
gested, by increasing the jurisdiction of 
the court so as to make it, in effect, a 
Superior,or County,court is not to be as
sumed. (See the observations, on this 
joint, of the Privy Council 

Toronto vs. Lana be, 12 App. Cas. 575.)
All that section 96 does is to curtail or 

abridge the Lientenant-Governor’s pre
rogative to the extent I have mentioned 
—namely, to divest him of tbe power te 
appoint judges to the Superior and 
County courts or to courts of" that high 
class, and vest it in the Governor-Gen
eral.

North Sheppard railroad. The purchase 
was made from A. Walker. It runs $16 
in gold and 18 per cent, copper. Mr. 
Kaiser has just stocked the Goettenberg, 
a quarter of a mile north of Porcupine 
creek and one mile from the Nelson and 
North Sheppard railroad. Surface show
ings run from $2 to $5 in gold and 57 
ounces in silver. Mr. Kaiser proposes 
to open up in January.

Four men are at work on the Stem- 
winder.

A quarter interest in the Bed Bird 
mineral claim at Salmon siding was sold 

th. 's week to H. J. Scott, of Victoria. 
This 18 one the promising prospects on 
Sal mo.n mountain, two miles ana a half 

(Special to the Colonist.! from Sa. m°° 8ldmg.
-----  The'Doi.a A<Mie L. and Gold Plate

vancouver. group, on Sa. mon river, between Sheep
Vancouvkr, Dec. 23.—The approach creek and Lost creek, are to be incorpore 

oi the Christmas season is amply evl- ate^‘ Fleiahh.ian left for the East to 
.* b, local OT" •*”

merchi. nts, ano reports indicate a larger Another contract for 76 or 16(1 feet of 
volume Of business this year than last. tunnel will be let on the Imperial next 

The interior of Christ church has been week. Seventy-four feet of work have 
5.50 undergoing a re-dveoration during the just been completed.

last few days and will present a really The owners of the Finance and font 
handsome appearance at tbe Christmas other claims at Waterloo have given an 
season. An organ rec.'tal and sacred option to a strong English syndicate.

6 o ^ueert will be given fa the ehnrch to- The gentlemen interested are H. Bob^ 
mgbt. bins, Tem Corean, L. C. Crawford, A. T.

A consecration service was held on Monteith and W. deV. le Maistre, 
bundiy mght on the premises occupied George- Fredericks, of Bossland, has 
oy the Japanese Christian Endeavor So- been negotiating for the purchase of a 
eiety on Fender street. Si x Japanese property op the Columbia river. The 
» ere baptised, and a sermon p reached by deal will in all probability Be cloeed.
Rev. W. W. Baer. This society, under The Red Hbree and Salmon River Min- 
the management of the Methodist ing Company are getting!in shape-to let 
church, is domggood work. a contract for 150 feet of work next week.

Hon. Mr. Blair and parjy left Vancou- The Wisconsin mine on Lookout moun- 
1 ver f°r New Westminster yeuterday tain is receiving attention. Cabins and 

4 morning. Quite» number of citizens general quarter»have been erected and 
- turned out to wish the Minister of Rail- Sour men will be at work next week 

ways and Canals good-bye. The Wisconsin joins the Magnolia and
The remain» of*the late Mr. George M. the Sovereign.

15@20 Black were removed to-day from Hast- 
50@55 ings and interred at New Westminster.

The annual report of the health and 
plumbing inspector, just published, is 

X? considered a very satisfactory one.
35 Reference is made to the improved eani- 
25 tar7 condition of Dupont street and the 

. 16@18 satisfaction given by the crematory. No 
16 cases of infectious diseases have been re

ported during the year.

a "HE BETAIL MARKETS. LIl I
t,Holiday trade this week is filling 

z '8 with business, the streetsEsBk s «°»before, tbis'yeswi. The Christmas turkey 
and goose are rywbere m evidence, 
for in addition te» flx 6 local supply large 
consignments of *i>A n poultry have ar
rived from the Eaftt,. 0 eatmg a desired 
plentifulness and still! mlre deslrable 
cheapness. Most of Ox *e co°.8,.8n- 
meuts arrived in fa&lV gotiv 1 condition, 
but there were exceptions,- a?d these 
went “ dirt cheap.” The- ret «. quota
tions for the week are as follow:

Owing to high tides looked for to-day, Flour—Ogilvie’s(Hungarixn)'perkbl ?jj-50 
to-morrow and Saturday, the C. P. N. < Hungarian): -.
Company and other transportation com- Lion................5>M
panies doing business here have notified Salfîm nd roller.............. ..................... f
their customers that goods must be re- Rainier....... V.7.V .....................
moved promptly to avoid damage, other- Snowflake............................
wise the companies will not accept re- Three Star.’.‘.7.7.7............
sponsibility for damages occasioned by Superfine........... .
the excessive high water. Yesterday Hungarian (Armstrong);... 
saw no unusually high water in or near Strong Bakers “
Victoria, but to-mgbt and to-morrow a Graham, per 10 lbs____
rise of five feet above normal high water Wheat, per ton...............".... .35.00®*). 00
is looked for, and business men having Buckwheat, per 10 lbs;....................
consignments of damageable goods on Oats, per ton............................... 25.00@60.0f.1
wharves will do well to heed there- Per ton............................30.00@3fi.00
minder of the transportation companies. Bran.peftom". .'!"'j”"’i"faoof^w

Ground feed, per ton.................. 2dieo
“ “ California per ton 25.00@30.60

Com, whole, per ton...................30.00@32.00
“ cracked, per ton................33JW@35.00

Comineal, per 10 lbs......................... 35.
Oatmeal, per 10 lbs............................  40@50
Rolled oats, per lb.............................. 4
Potatoes, per lb.......

“ sweet, per lb
. Cabbages, per Id.......

Hay, baled,per ton..
Straw, per bale........
Onions, per lb..........

Fall Text of Mr. Justice Walkem’s 
Decision as to Its Con- • - 

stitntionality.
High Tides Threaten Damage to 

Freight on the Wharves—The 
“ Oak Branch’s ” Experience.

Christmas Business Large "r at Van
couver—Japanese Christian En

deavor—Hon. Mr. Blah '•

The Extensive Powers of the Lient.- 
Governor of the Province 

Defined.
Modern Freighters of the 0. B. & 

N.’s Australian Line—The Dam
age to the “ Wild Swan.”

Westminster’s Mayor Gives a Sap'" 
per—Mining Developments of 

Some Importance.

Yesterday Mr. Justice Walkem 
handed down his written reasons for 
concurring in the verbal judgment given 
by the Full Court some weeks ago, up
holding the constitutionality of the 

- Small Debts Act. The decision is k 
highly important one, defining, as it does, 
some of the extensive powers possessed 
by the provinces.

The full text of the judgment is as fol
lows :

.. 6.75 /5:50
.... 5.50 
.... 4.75

5:25
5.00

“ The Small Debts Act 1895,” appears 
to me to be constitutional. Opinions to 
the contrary are based on the notion 
which, for some years, prevailed, even 
in very high legal quarters, that the B. 
N. A. Act, in effect, transferred all the 
prerogatives of the crown whiqh, before 
its passage, were vested in the governors 
of the several provinces which

portlahd-australian linbbs.
Mr. F. C. Davidge, general agent of 

the O. R. & N. steamship line, arrived 
from Portland yesterday, and reports- 
that the big steamer Aswanlev, which is 
to be the pioneer of the Portland-Aus
tralian line, reached that port on Sunday 
noon. The steamer is of the modem- 
built type of cargo steamers, which 
fast rele

n .... now con-
stitute the Dominion, to the governor 
general, as the head of the newly created 
central government, and as sole repre
sentative in the Dominion of the 
Sovereign—the lieutenant governors be
ing regarded as mere ministerial heads 
of their respective governments and as 
appointees of the governor general, and 
not of the Queen. The provinces, it was 
contended, occupied a position sub
ordinate to the central authority and 
analogous to that of a municipality ; and 
such in effect is the contention now. 
The best answer to all this is to be found 
in the following passages from Lord 
Watson’s judgment in the case of the 
liquidators of the Maritime Bank of 
Canada v. Receiver General of New1 
Brunswick (1892) A.C. 437: “Their lord- 
ships do not think it necessary to ex
amine in minute detail the provisions of 
the act of 1867, which nowhere profess 
to curtail in any respect the rights and 
privileges of the crown, or to disturb the 
relations then subsisting between the 
Sovereign and the provinces. The ob
ject of the act was neither to weld the 
provinces into one nor 
ordinate provincial governments to 
a central authority, hut to create 
a federal government—in which they 
should all be represented—entrusted 
with the exclusive administration of 
affairs in which they had a common in
terest, each province retaining its inde
pendence and autonomy. That object 
was accomplished by distributing, be
tween the Dominion and the Provinces, 
all the powers, executive and legislative, 
and all public property and revenues 
which had previously belonged to the 
provinces ; so that the Dominion gov
ernment should be vested with such of 
those powers, property and revenues as 
are necessary for the performance of its 
constitutional functions, and that the 
remainder should be retained by the 
provinces for the purposeaol provincial 
government. But in so for as regards 
those matters which jby .section 92 are 
specially reserved for .provincial legisla
tion, the legislation of each province 
continues to be free from the control of 
the Dominion, and as supreme as it was 
before the passing of the act.

“ It is clear, therefore, that the pro
vincial legislature does not occupy the 
subordinate position which was ascribed 
to it in the argument of the appellants. 
It derives no authority from the govern
ment of Canada, and its status is in no 
way analogous to that of a municipal in
stitution, which is an authority consti
tuted for purposes of local administra
tion. It possesses powers, not of admin
istration merely, but of legislation, in 
the strictest sense of that word ; and, 
within the limits assigned by section 92 
of the act of 1867, these powers are ex
clusive and supreme.”

Further on, the same eminent Judge 
makes the following observations with 
respect to the status of a Lieutenant- 
Governor : “ By section 68 of the act of 
1867, the appointment of provincial 
governor is made by the Governor-Gen- 
eral-in-Council, * by instrument under

are 15 00 
50@75igating the sailing vessels to the 

rear, and while she can carry an im
mense cargo with a very light coal con
sumption, she also shows very good 
speed for a freighter. The vessel is on a 
“ round-the-world ” voyage, having 
sailed from Tyne, England, on the 18th 
of July in ballast for New York. Mr. 
Davidge expects the Monmouthshire, of 
the O.R. & N. line this evening, to spend 
Christmas in port. As previously stated 
the steamer will have a very heavy cargo 
from Victoria, the bulkiest of it being 
lime.

2 KCheese, per lb..................................
Eggs, Island, per doz.....................

“ imported, per doz...............
Butter, fresh,

NSL80N.
[From the Nelson Miner, p 

For some time the Le Roi
30

per lb.. 30
“ Creamery, per lb 
“ Dairy, per lb....
“ Delta, per lb.................

Honey (Chilliwack) per lb....
Hams, American, per lb..........

“ Canadian, “ ___
“ Boneless, “ ........
“ Glasgow beef, per lb...

Bacon, American, per lb ... *
“ Rolled “
“ Long clear “ ...
“ Canadian “

Shoulders, per lb.................
Lard, per lb.........................
Golden Cottolene, per lb...
Meats—Beef, per lb............

Sides, per lb................
Veal “ .....................
Mutton, “ ...........
Pork, fresh, per lb...........
Turkeys, per lb...............

_ “ (Eastern).
Geese, per. lb.......................

Chickens, each.................
Pigeons, per brace............
Grouse, per brace............
Duck, Mallard, per brace.............

Fruits—Calfornia apples, per lb.
Eastern apples, per lb.................. „
Lemons, California, per doz.......... 25@35
Bananas, per doz..................
Pears, per lb.........................
Grapes, per lb......................
Cranberries, per lb...............
Oranges, Australian, per doz 
Japanese oranges, per doz...

Fish—Salmon, spring, per ib..
Halibut, per lb......................
Rock Cod, per lb..................
Smoked Salmon, per lb........
Herring, per lb......................
Haddock, Finnan, per lb...

Bloaters, per lb.......................
Eastern oysters, per tin...........

LUMBER CONVENTION.

A Convention of American lumber
men met in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 
14th of this month. There 
hundred and fifty delegates present, 
representing twenty-seven States. The 
Convention was called for the purpose 
of securing a tariff on lumber. One of 
the speakers, J. E. Defenbangb, editor 
of the Chicago Lumberman, spoke 
against the free importation of Cana
dian lumber, and showed that the trade 
had increased and is increasing rapidly. 
Referring.to the Convention the San 
Francisco Call says :
“It is estimated that about 1,000,006,000 

feet of coarse Canadian lumber is pour
ing in upon our markets in competition 
with the home product, and the ruinous 
effect is felt in all the lumber districts 
of the Union, South as well as North and 
West as well as East. As a result of 
this condition of affairs we now see the 
lumbermen of all sections of the Union 
oining in the demand for a tariff on 
umber sufficiently high to afford protec

tion to the home industry.
While the evil of the Canadian compe

tition has been felt in the South, it has 
been even more disastrous on the Pacific 
Coast. The facilities of transportation 
between British Columbia and Califor
nia enable the lumbermen of Canada to 
gain admission to our markets with ease, 
and the competition is the more unfair 
to the lumbermen of Washington, Ore
gon and California because of the differ
ent conditions under which the industry 
is-carried on in British Columbia an^ in 
this country.”

The Montreal Star, writing upon the 
same subject, says :

“The Northern mills at least must have 
Canadian saw logs or they cannot pro
duce the lumber which is to supply the 
American demand the awful Canadians 
are now filling. A stiff Canadian export 
duty on these logs would prevent their 
flow into the Michigan and other mills : 
and it would be very easy for the Cana
dian government to neatlv offset any 
American duty on lumber by just such 
an export duty and thus leave the com
petition between the mille on the oppo
site sides of the boundary exactly where 
it is to-day.”

This does not look much like reci
procity. It is to be hoped that the duty 
will not be imposed, but if it is Canada 
can find other markets for the lumber 
which is one of her most valuable 
resources.

manage
ment has been endeavoring to trace two- 
blocks of stocks, in foot ever since the 
famous mine became- a dividend payer. 
One block has come to light among the 
effects of V. M. Massey,, of Spokane. He 
had given it to the Citizens’ National 
Banks»» collateral for a ldao of $800. They 
put it up as security to- the Chambers- 
bnrg Bank of Pennsylvania. When* the 
Citizens’ bank went into-the hands of a 
receiver the note was sent back to Spo
kane attorneys. The stock did not ac
company it, but came to light afterward ’ 
and was forwarded. The value is about 
$3,250, with accrued dividends, placing 
the stock at $6.50 per share. The claim 
of the bank is $1,000, so $2^50 will be 
left for the children of Massey. The 
stock will» be sold in Spokane at public 
auction on December 28tb.

A cablegram received from London 
states that the meeting of theaharehol(ti
ers of the Ball Mines, Ltd., resulted in 
the re-election of the majority of the old 
board of directors, and said further that 
there would be no change in the general 
management of the company. The 
chinery at the mines is now alt in place 
and is sufficient to admit of the mining 
of over 203 tons of ore per day, the lower 
tunnel is in 600 feet and it is expected 
the first large body of ore will be reach
ed in a few days, the tunnel (which is a 
double-tracked 9x8 working tunnel) will 
be continuedAbont 600 feet more when 
the main body of ore is expected to be 
reached, it is being pushed forward at 
the rate of four feet pèr day. At present 
between 70 and 80 miners are employed 
sloping ami-prospecting the mine and 
about the same number on the outside. 
The electric light plant is now being in
stalled in the mine and is expected to be 
in full working order early next week.

Rover Creek is getting quite a camp 
established along its banks and work on 
a number of claims will be carried on all 
winter. The Leap Year on the west fork 
of the creek, under the manager» ;nt of 
Joseph Brown, will work all the winter, 
and during the past week Mr. Brown 
was in town buying a big bill of goods. 
There is a fine showing of ore which 
assays $12 in*gold, $16 in silver and II 
per cent, copper. The mine is operated 
by a company recently formed in To
ronto. The Big Four, also on the west 
fork of Rover creek, took out a supply of 
winter supplies from Nelson this week. 
The mine is owned by a Toronto com
pany.

The following returns of shipments of 
bullion, ore and matte from the mines 
and smelters in Southern Kootenay since 
last week’s report, were obtained from 
the custom house at Nelson, and from 
data furnished by the secretary of; the 
Columbia & Kootenay Steam Naviga
tion Company :

■V
in Bank of 18@20

! 16@18 
. 14@16
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WESTMINSTER.

Westminster, Dec. 23.—Hon. A. G. 
Blair arrived from the terminal city, and 
was met by a number of leading citizens. 
An address was read at the board of 
trade rooms, on behalf of the city and 
the board of trade, to both of which Mr. 
Blair replied in felicitous terms. No 
address was presented by tbe Liberal 
Association, Mr. Aulay Morrison stating 
that it was desired to avoid anything of 
a party nature.

Af^er the adjournment of the city 
council meeting a supper was given to 
the members and the newspaper men bv 
His Worship the Mayor, which proved a 
very successful function. This supper 
has assumed the dignity of an annual 
affair, and is much appreciated by the 
retiring members of the council.

A recount of the ballots in the late 
municipal election was made yesterday 
under the supervision of Mr. Justice 
Bole at the request of Aid. Woods, 
owing to a doubt on a part of that gentle
man’s ageflt as to the accuracy of the 
count. The result was to increase the 
official majority against Mr. Woods by 
one vote, so that the result of the elec
tion was confirmed.

The machinery for tbe Automatic Can 
Factory arrived yesterday, and is being 
discharged to-day at Sapperton. The 
steamer Lakme, Captain Anderson, 
brought the machinery direct from San 
Francisco, and also brings the skilled 
mechanics to whom is to be entrusted 
the installation of the plant.

A session of the Supreme’ court was 
held yesterday, Mr. Justice Bole pre
siding. Several cases of minor interest 
were dealt with. His Lordship after
wards held a session of the County court.

KASLO.

(From the Kootenalan.)
A strike of rich ore is reported upon 

the B. N. A., a claim on the South Fork 
of Kaslo creek. The B. N. A. is owned 
by Tim Cronin, Lauchey McLean and 
Green brothers, who also hold two ad
jacent claims. The new strike was made 
after going through 36 feet of granite 
wash, and running 24 feet on the ledge. 
An attempt was then made to cross cut 
from the foot wall, but at 17 feet the 
hanging wall had not been reached. 
Rich ore was struck, however, showing 
considerable wire silver. Assays have 
not yet been obtained, but the ore looks 
very rich.

Ed. Baum reports a valuable find on 
the Yuba Dam group, of which he and 
Mike Walsh are the owners. The group 
is located about two and a half miles 
north of Bear lake, in the dry ore belt, 
between the Wellington and London. 
They have a five foot lead on the pro
perty. They have run three tunnels, in 
one of which they tapped the lead and 
got ore in paying quantities at twenty- 
five feet. They also have the Bullion 
lead on the property.

The sampling works of the Kootenay 
Ore Company started work on .Wednes
day last, and ran through thirty tons of 
ore frem the Whitewater mine. There 
are furthêr quantities on the ground, and 
now that the works aie in active oper
ation, there is little doubt that the con
signments will be ample.

REPAIRING IN MID-OCEAN.
The British turreted whaleback 

steamer Oak Branch, which excited in
terest in New York harbor because of 
her peculiar construction, had a remark
able experience recently on a voyage 
from Shanghai ' to Sydney in water bal
last. It appears that the steamer los t 
her propeller and shaft in mid-ocean, 
and lay helpless in not the best of 
weather. There was an additional pro
peller and shaft aboard, and her en
gineer set a boat to make repairs. The 
ballast aft was pumped out and the for
ward tanks filled. Then the extra shaft 
and. propeller were swung over and 
fitted into place. The job required eight 
days, during which the weather was bad 
and the sharks worse. The steamer pro
ceeded on her voyage, arriving safely at 
Sydney.

10
14@16

12M
12%
12)4

........ 5@12%

......... 7@7 'A

........  10@15
------ 5@12%
........ 9@12X
....... 18@22

The section, moreover, would, 
obviously, have, been superfluone if the 
power would have vested in the Gov
ernor-General as an incident of his 
office.

The act in qhestion directly assigns 
the jurisdiction of the Small Debt» court 
to Stipendiary and Police magistrates— 
officers appointed to preside over their 
respective criminal courts by the Lieu
tenant-Governor. The increase off juris
diction manifestly involves, in an indi
rect way, the power of appointment to 
the extent of that increase, hence the 
question as to the constitutionality ot 
the act. The Lieutenant-Governor ;s 
power to appoint the officers mentioned 
as well as justices of the peace has never 
been questioned here, and in some of 
the other provinces it has been held to 
be undeniable, as being incidental to the 
administration of justice—a matter, as I 
befqifi_pbserved, assigned by 
to the exclusive-control of the province.
Again, it is well settled that the legisla
ture may, either in respect of subject 
matter or area, increase, curtail, or even 
extinguish the jurisdiction of anv pro
vincial court.

It, consequently, may impose addi
tional duties of a judicial character on The British bark Midas was chartered 
any of the judges of the. province, in- last week by Sibson & Kerr to load at 
eluding those of the Supreme court, as Portland at 20 shillings, the lowest rate 
it, indeed, practically does in nearly ever paid for a grain ship in that port, 
every instance in which it sanctions There is not very much monev in 
aBnew statute, or amends an old one. carrying grain 16,000 miles for 20'shil- 
What objection, therefore, can there be lings per ton, J»ut it is probable that 
to giving the magistrates mentioned the quite a number of disengaged vessels 
civil jurisdiction created by the new act? on the coast would take that in pre- 
A question of debt of $100, or less, seems ference to laying up. 
to me to be of for less importance than 
many of the criminal matters that often 
come before them.

The magistrates’ courts, certainly, do 
not become Superior courts, or courts of 
the high class referred to in section 96, 
merely because of the additional civil 
jurisdiction given to them. Hence, from 
a constitutional point of view, the act is 
unobjectionable.

(Sd.) “ Geo. A, Walkem, J.”

to sub-
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. . . . 18@2U
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....... 50@60
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.... 40@50
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THB “ WILD swan’s ” INJURIES.
H.M.S. Wild Swan, which struck 

rock in Callao harbor some months ago, 
is now in the dry dock receiving repairs. 
She has been on the blocks since the 
8th inst., and will not be floated until 
Saturday next. About twenty feet of 
the foremost end pf the bilge keel on the 
port side was tp$n. away or damaged 
through her accident, and a few of the 
inner timbers were touched. Apart 
from this the ship sustained no other in
jury.

65a
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THE LOWEST CHARTER.

were one
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THE SUGAR INDUSTRY. !

Within the past ten or fifteen years 
sugar has become so much cheaper and 
better that it will surprise many to hear 
that the planters in the British West 
India Islands, in Guiana and British 
Honduras are losing heavily every year, 
and that if some remedy is not discover
ed they will in a short time be ruined. 
They have appealed to the Home Gov
ernment, and an Imperial Commission 
has been appointed “to proceed to the 
West Indies and inquire on the spot into 
the conditions of the sugar industry, 
with a view to ascertaining whether any 
effective measures can be devised for its 
development and relief.”

Among the causes given for the losses 
of the planters are the immense increase 
in the production of beet-root sugar and 
the great cost of production of the West 
Indian article. The beet-root sugar in
dustry in France, Germany and Austria 
is fostered by a bounty, and foreign com
petition in the home markets is shut out 
by heavy duties.

The only part of the British Empire 
where the raising of cane sugar pays is, 
according to the London Times, Queens
land, Australia. The reason given for 
the success of the planters in that colony 
is that they have small plantations and 
large central mills. It is said that on 
the small plantations the labor does not 
cost nearly so much as on the large ones. 
The Times says :

“ In evidence given before the commis
sion held in British Guiana, in was 
stated that a ton of sugar cost almost 
£14 to produce, and that one-half the 
cost—that is £7— might be put down to 
labor. It has also been estimated that a 
well-equipped estate in British Guiana, 
producing about 3,000 Ions of sugar, 
will employ about 1,500 laborers, be
sides mechanics and a management 
staff. Under the new system of organ
ization in Queensland an estate of sim
ilar capacity will employ about 212 
whites, including mechanics, and 420 
colored laborers, giving a total of 632 
hands. Throughout the plantations it 
has been found that the new system of 
small proprietors has had for one of its 
effects the general reduction of the labor 
bill by one-half.

‘ ‘ To assume that the conditions are ex
actly similar and that any exact paral
lel can be drawn would be unjust "until 
the conditions have been more fully in
quired into. The argument indicates 
only possibilities which may exist, and 
may, for causes unknown to us, have 
been overlooked.”

It is to be hoped that the labors of the 
commission will result in the revival of 
the sugar industry, as sugar forms about 
90 per cer t, nf the total export of the 
British West India Islands, Guiana and 

I Honduras.
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ELECTION CONTESTATIONS.the Great Seal of Canada,’ or, in other 
words, by the executive government of 
the Dominion, which is, by section 9, 
expressly declared to continue and be

Montreal, Dec. 23.—Judgment was 
rendered at Three Rivers by Justice 
Casault and Judge Bourgeois, dismissing 
the petition against Mr. Caron’s election. 
Judgment was also rendered dismissing 
the election petition against Mr. Legris, 
member of parliament jor Maskinonge. 
Both members were confirmed in their 
seats.

Barrie, Dec. 23.—The East Simcoe 
election trial was concluded this morn
ing, the judges declaring the election 
void on account of corrupt practices on 
the part of Bennett’s agents. Each side 
pays its own costs.

Winnipeg, Dec. 23.—The Supreme 
court gave its decision to-day dismissing 
the Marquette election protest and con
firming Roche, Conservative, in his seat. 
The Macdonald appeal was dismissed, 
and the charge against Boyd will be pro
ceeded with.

vested in the Queen. There is no con
stitutional anomaly in an executive of
ficer of the crown receiving his appoint
ment at the hands of a governing body 
who have no powers and no functions 
except as representatives of the crown. 
The act of the Governor-General and his 
council in making the appointment is, 
within the meaning of the statute, 
act of the crown ; and a lientenant- 
governor, when appointed, is as much a 
representative of Her Majesty for all 
purposes of provincial government as 
the governor-general is for all purposes 
oi Dominion government.”

From this clear and forcible expositioif1 
of the statute, the inference is irresist
ible that in respect of matters assigned 
to the province by section '92, amongst 
which is “ the administration of justice, 
including the constitution, maintenance 
and organization of Provincial courts of 
civil and criminal jurisdiction,” the 
provincial legislature has a jurisdiction 
as plenary as that of the Imperial Par
liament (Hodge vs. tbe Queen, 9 App. 
Cas. 117), and the Lieutenant-Governor, 
as representative of the Sovereign for 
the purposes of provincial government, 
has, and may exercise, all requisite pre
rogatives of the crown.

Where, therefore, the legislature con- 
titutes a court, whether of superior or 
inferior jurisdiction, the power to ap
point the judge rests, exclusively, if sec
tion 96 does not interfere with it, with 
the Lieutenant-Governor. Moreover, 
the appointment being one of the in
cidents of the administration of justice, 
and of the constitution of a court, the 
same would be the result in view of the 
maxim that, “ whenever a power is 
given by a statute,” as, for instance, in 
section 92, to constitute courts, “every
thing necessary to the making of it 
effectual is given by implication.u (Pot
ter’s Dwar.on statutes, 123.)

Section 96 is as follows : “ The Gov
ernor-General shall appoint the judges 
oi the Superior, District and County 
courts in each province, except those of 
the Courts of Probate of Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick.”

The section, obviously, has the effect 
of divesting the Lieutenant-Governor of

BULLION AND MATTE.

Hall mines smelter, matte..........
Trail smelter....................................

Pounds.
. 158,945 
. 330,220

fM

OKE.
Tons.

Payne mine, Slocan...........................
Whitewater mine, Slocan...............
Wonderful mine................................
Gcodenough mine, Slocan..............
Wellington mine................................
Surprise mine, Slocan.......................
Rambler mine, Slocan.....................
Ruth......................................)...............

100
... 60 .

30the 17
15 *17

.!16
30

Total for week 
The value of this mineral was $78,064, 

while the total for 1896 was 27,724: tens, 
worth $3,124,571.
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THE SHADY SULTAN.
TRAIL CREEK. London, Dec. 23.—A Constantinople 

despatch to the Chronicle says that the 
Sultan has invited the Armenian 
Patriarch, Mgr. Ormanian, to sign, a 
document admitting that the Armenians 
were wholly responsible for the recent 
troubles, thanking the Sultan for his 
elemency, declaring on behalf of the 
Armenians that they are completely 
satisfied with the reforms instituted and 
that they are not desirous of foreign in
terference. The Chronicle’s correspon
dent says the Patriarch refused to sign 
this statement and quitted tbe patriarch
ate, and sent his resignation to the Porte. 
It has not been accepted.

The election of Mgr. Magbakia, Or
manian , the superior of the monastry of 
Armash, Nicomedia, by the National 
Armenian Association was sanctioned 
by the Saltan on November 28, much to 
the satisfaction of the Armenians, who 
hoped through this election that the 
feuds between the Saltan and his Chris
tian subjects would soon be settled.

(From the Trail Creek News.»

Mr. R. E. Haabrouck has his new con
centrator nearly completed. He claims 
it revolutionizes the concentiation of

M’LEOD HIMSELF AGAIN.
The many friends, both here and in 

Nanaimo, of Dan. S. McLeod, champion 
wrestler of this province and of Cali
fornia, and the coming champion of the 
world, will learn with pleasure that his 
injuries in the recent match with “ The 
Giant Gripman ” are much less serious 
than at first reported. In fact, he has 
so quickly recovered his health and 
strength that a Chicago dispatch of yes
terday announces “ if arrangements can 
be perfected he will attempt a unique 
feature here late in January or early in 
February. McLeod’s proposition is to 
take any five native local wrestlers and 
throw one after the other, all of them 
inside of sixty minutes of actual wrest
ling time. He proposes to do this or 
forfeit the entire gate receipts, the latter 
to be divided share and share alike be
tween the five men if he fails to accom
plish the task. This has never before 
been attempted in this part of the coun
try. McLeod has almost despaired of a 
match with * Farmer ’ Burns.”

ores, as it works automatically and sep
arates the different minerals from their 
gangue by their specific gravity. The cost 
of the concentiator and its operation is 
very small as compared with present 
methods. Mr. Haabrouck has interest
ed E. S. Topping in the invention, and 
as soon as it has proved what the in
ventor claims for it it will be pushed to 
the front,.

The Heather Bell Mining Company", 
operating on Sullevan creek, has just 
taken in ten tons of supplies 
winter working, which will consist of 
shaft and tunnel. This property lies a 
mile and a quarter from the Columbia 
river. The buildings are all up for the 
winter quarters and an assay office will 
be put in in a short time, right at the 
mine.

J. D. Anderson has just finished sur
veying the Marquise. He is familiar w _ _
with all the claims on Lookout mountain Windsor, Dec. 28.—Hie young Con*
and has made several surveys on it. servatives of this city will have a ban* 
vFred. Kaiser, of the Kaiser hotel, is quet early in January, 

the owner of a two-third interest in the tague and Hon. Hugh John Macdonald» 
Copper Belt, on Beaver creek, a half of wfonioeg, will be invited to attend, 
mile Lorthwest from the Nelson and „al speak, ^
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CENTRAL AMERICAN REPUBLICS.

Washington, Dec. 23.—After several 
weeks of consideration on the status of 
Senor Rodriguez, first minister of the 
greater republic of Central America, 
President Cleveland to-day received him 
and accepted bfo credentials in a short 
speech, which, while forrûal in its tone, 
was thoroughly earnest in its evidence 
of good will towards the new American 
union. The President emphasized the 
purpose of the United Statès govern
ment to hold the individual states of the 
new union to the responsibility for past 
claims, and indicated an expectation 
that Guatemala and Costa Rie», which 
have so far refrained from job ing with 
the others in the new repu ic, would 

I soon give in their adhesion.

,
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or sick headache, biliousness or constipât os, 
you will never tie without them. They are 
purely vegetable, small and, easy to lake. 
Don't forget this.
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goodness does not end 
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toast. Our pills cure ii

tcr Pills are very small 
One or two pills make 
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m. In vials at 25 cents ; 
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