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BITY FACTORIES, FIXED ASSESS
MENTS AND TAX EXEMPTIONS,
A good desl has been said in the present

municipal campaign about the tax exemp-

tions, or fixed nszessments, which have
peen extended to various manufacturers in

It has been with reluctance that
authorities have

T.oadon.
our civie acquiesced
in the principle of exemptions, because it
18 not always possible to apply it equitably.
The trouble has been that the aldermen,
though averse to the principle, have been
compelled to resort toit in order to pro-
tect the interests of the taxpayers, while
the manufacturers have sought forit be-
cause their competitors in other ecities,
being exempted from taxation, in whole or
fn part, had a distinet advantage over
“hem in point of ability to produce and
market their wares.

Ii London could prevail upon otber
municipalities in Ontario and Quebec to
retain taxes on machinery and personal
property, or, what is much the same thing,
to refrain from granting fixed aesessments,
it would be easy for our municipal aunthori-
ties to tax manufacturers up to the limit.
1f all cities and towns were agreed not to
coax manufacturers from other places by
offers of free buildings, free land, partial or
complete exemption from civie taxation, ne
one would welcomo the stand more than
would the average aiderman in this city.

We have, however, to face the facts and
to meet them as best we can, We desire
to retain the factories now established and
to seo established other manufactories,
provided they can be brought here without
sacrificing the general interest. Tkis was
the motive whioh impelled the City Council
to offer the Grand Trunk $190,000 bonus
and a fixed assessment if it would concen-
trate all its car shops here snd guarantee
that an average of 500 men would be con-
stantly employed. It would have pleased
us all better if the Grand Trunk Compauy,
conceding the splendid situation of London
as a railway center, had agreed to bring all
it shops west of Toronto to London with-
But o long as this company,

knowa that it can
we

out a bonus.
or any other company,
obtain eertain advantages elsewhere
may expect to have to make somo sacrifice
to attain what seems most desirable.

It is true that the MoClary Manufactur-
ing Company, of this city, a few years ago,
bought out the Burn-Robinson Company's
machinery and  stock, and brought
it from Hamilton to London. By
this means the McClary Company was
able to add to its works and increase the
pumber of its employes by engaging in
the production of all kinds of pressed tin-
ware, brass, ele. It was convenient for
the con‘pz;ny so to do, because it already
bad its works here. Buv if the McClary
Company had chosen it could have taken
the works to Woodstock, St. Thomas, or
any one of a dozen other places in the
Province, and have been rewarded by a
bonus, free water and tax exemption. In
some ocases, oven & faotory building was
offered, rent free. for o term of years!
Reid Bros. & Co. pursued an identical
sourso when the firm, a year or two since,
established its featherbone corset factory
in thie city. It preferred a concentras
tion of ibs interests in London, where the
expense of management could be mini-
to a substantial bonus and tax
exemption offered it by 8t. Thomas and
several other citics. Stevens, Clarke &
Stevens, boot and manufacturers,
have also been subjected to coaxing by the
neighboring municipality, and so it has
gonoe on all along the line.

The Legislature has moved in the direc-
granting of bonuses,
competing

m.zed,

shoe

tion of preventing the
but it is difficult to restrain
from trying te boom
If tax exemption of
were Ontario
it would place some of our
sadvan-

municipalities
themselves.
every kind
manufacturers,
employers of Jabor at a serious di
tage, and might result in tho transfer of
machinery to other provinees. An instance
of this is found in the bouus given to
Messrs. Glendenning & Co., the rich Mon-
treal stove manufacturers, by & suburb of
that eity. The company has been voted
$36,000 in cash, free land and complete
immunity from payment of taxes. It thus
has @ distinet advantagoe over local com=
petitors and a very deeided ady ge over
the manufacturers of Western Ontario. Not
only does this rival to the Mc\‘lury» T‘\L\"\x'
facturing Company enjoy these privi ge
granted, it is alleged, on & business bagis,
st it oan obtain better terms in its purs
f conl and ivon and other raw ma-
The McClary Company gells one-
thira of its entire ouiput to customord
living east of Kingstou, to that this Mon:
treal company, enjoying the priv leges
enumerated, is one of its principal competi-
To meet its rival the MeClary Com:
¢ ago had in contemplation
a braneh factory at or
80, how-

denied,

anta

chase 0
terial,

tors.
pany some tim
the establishment of
near Montreal, Instead of doing
the MeCOlary Company has b
ks here, and to
more additional

ever, been

moved to extend its wol
cive emplovment to 50 or

hands. Two considerations influenced the
company in this step:

1. The fact that the members of the com-
pany all live in London, and are interested
in many ways in building up and im-.
proving this beautifel
tropolis of the West,

2. The City Council unanimously resolved
to gront the company a fixed assesement of
$100,000 a year for tem years to come,
thereby, to some extent, putting it on a
level with its keen competitors in the
East.

One dues not need to concede the right-
fulness of the system to acknowledge that,
on the face of it, the aldermen eflected a
business transaction of a thoroughly de-
tensible character when it met the situa-
tion in the only way open to it under all
the circumstances.

The council had previously granted fixed
assessments, without demur on the part of
anyone, to other employers of labor, and in
this instance it acted consistently as well
as for what, it must now be conceded, is
for the best interests of the taxpayers.

We nre all anxious that the city shall
beom, not in the sense of becoming inflated
by land speculation, but by the steady
progress of legitimately established and
operated industrial enterprises. Let that
be provided for, and the merchant, the land
and honse ewner,as well as the wage-earner,
will obtain a fair share in the incidental
prosperity. But we have not reached the
ideal method of taxation. It would
emancipate all improvements, including
buildings, stock and machinery trom the
control of the assessor and colleot taxes on
land values alone. The only loser from
such a system would be the land speculator,
who holds vacant property till his neigh-
bors build up arcund him, then he steps in
and collects the profits that their labors
have rendered possible. We would dis-
courage vacant lot holding and encourage
the employment of labor by leaving ma-
chinery, stocks, factoriee, and dwelling
houses untaxed. At present, however, we
are confronted with facts, nota theory; and
the system, not the men, must be blamed if
equity is not always established by the
operation of the law.

Toronto has taken a step forward in
providing that for ten years vo come stock
in-trade and machinery in all factories
shall be exempt from taxation This places
the manufacturers there in a better posi-
tion than that ocoupied by the London
manufacturers who have been conceded a
fixed assessment on their buildings, ma-
chinery and stock in trade. Hamilton
promisres to follow the example set by To-
ranto Woodstotk recently secured the
old-established Hamilton stove manufac-
tory of James Stewart & Co. by a free grant
of land om which to erect buildings,
a bonus to construct buildings, and
exemption from taxes. It is with such
opposition as that we are confronted, and
which has been met by the council as we
have indicated. Often, as Mayor Spencer
truthfully pointed out at the mayoralty
nomination, it is a question of whether or
not we shall grant tax exemption for a few
years, and induce capitaiists to occupy
vacant factory buildings, or have the
buildings remain tenantless. That
done in the case of the Globe works, which
were beginning to tumble to pieces, and
which now are a hive of industry, employ-
ing from 80 to 100 hands. 1s it better
that they should be o operated, or that we
should have nailed on the doors of the
buildings *“No tax exer ptions?”

At the present time the attention of a
number of manufacturers is being directed
to London as a.good business and railway
center, and it will be for the incoming
council not to rave against the city doing
evcrylhingrcnsonuh!e to indnce the new-
comers to invest their money and establish
their industries here, but to be constantly
watchful for opportunities to promote nego-
tmuons.\Veumicrs(undti:n‘.inallprubulsility
the MecCormick Harvesting Company, of
Chicago, will be induced to establsh a
branch factory in London; that mew car
that lead

commercial me-

was

works will be set going; and
works, cut nail works, steel, saw, and tile
works are among the possible additions to
the industries of London. Ald. Gart:
ghore has been in communication with the
interested capitalists, and there are many
reasons fer the belief that good to London
will, in the ensuing year, flow from the
negotiations. We have faith in London.
Would any taxpayer in London, no matter
what his vocation, kick very hard if one or
all of these proposed new industries could
be established here on the same terms as

granted to Stevens & Burns, to the
Manufacturing Company, to lhcl
London Tool Company, to the London |
Furniture  Company, to the Glcbe
Casket Factory and other city factories?
Honestly taking all the eircumstances into
consideration, 1t is not probable that an
eloctor would raise a finger
of & new in-

those
McClary

intelligent

against the establishment

dustry on such a basis.
e

THE POPULAR VOTE COMMENDED.

Municipal _elections will take place
throughout Ontario next Monday. In
geveral places the prineiple of the refer-
will be applied by requiring the

endum
people to vote on questions of munieipal
government. This plan has worked g0 well
that every yenr it grows in favor, and when
any proposition of more than usual impor-
tance is made the reference of it to the
popular vote is considered the besp way of
dealing with it. Take the city of London,
for instance, The questions as to assisting
new industries, making important changes
the management of eivie ‘mon-
opolies, and 1 restriction of the
liquor tr Jffic were all sati factorily decided
by the vote ot the citizens. Next Monday
the Londoners again will decide in the same
city shall own ils pwn
electric light plant, ¢ stablish a free library,
oloso all bar-rooms at 7 o'¢lock p.m., every
day in the waek, and reduce the number of
city wards from six to four. These are all
» bat would make for good, econom-

in

way whether the

reforms t
ical, eity government and are likely to be
\We in Montreal might study this

popular eivie legislation with
[Montreal Witness.

carrvied.
pystem of
profit and advantag
Qur contemporary takes its stand on solid
Kkes the vote in regard
to electric 1ig That
not be sottled by Monday's vote. A tp clal
vete by the frecholders wiil alone settie
that. The epinion of all the electors on the
propriety
ting, however, will be ascertained,

wround. But it mist

ting. question will

of eivie ownership of electrie
ligh and
that is & stop in the right direction.

THE CITIZEN CANDIDATE.

Ald. Gartshore, the citizen candidate for
the London mayoralty, is a thorough-going
Canadian, He was born in the town of
Dundas, where his father was for many
years a manufacturer, being @ pioneer in
the production of steam engines in that
At an eaily age the
junior Gartshore deemed it wise to leave

part of Ontario.

his native town, and look for an enlarged
talents. His inherited
ghrewdness and discrimination very natur:
ally drew him to London.
cepted a position of trust with the Mo-
Ciary Bros.,, he speedily demonstrated
the poseession of o business acumen
and push that strongly commended
him to his employers. An able and
taithful  empi ve, it  was natural
that as the business grew the firm should
advance his fortunes, and for years
Ald. Gartshore has been one of the moving
spirits in the development of the large
manafacturing concern.

Therugh ardent in business, Ald. Gart.
shore has never been a selfish citizen. He
was for many years an officer of the
Seventh Battalion, and when the regiment
wes ordered to the Northwest to
aid in suppressing the rebel lion, he prompt-
ly responded and proved one of the most
capable as well as one of the most popular
officers in the expedition, The Citizen
Candidate, believing that when he had
served his country for & prolonged term,
and had honestly earncd the nigh rank of
major, withdrew frem the old Seventh.
But his ability as a citizen soldier so com-
mended him to the militia authorities and
to his fellow-countrymen that when the
cavalry troop of this district was re-
organized a year ago he was offered the
command, and after passiog a most credit-
able examination was promoted to the rank
of colonel.

Of the coming mayor’s municipal record
little need here be eaid. Returned at the
head of the poll as one of the representa-
tives for No. 3 ward two years ago, Ald.
Gartshore at once took a front rank in the
promotion of the city’s interests. This
year, his fellow members saw fit to appoint
him oivic finance minister, a most respon-
sible position, as well as ove demanding a
great déal of earnest attention. That his
work at the board has been honestly, cone
scientiously and on the whole successfully
performed, is made evident by the utter
lack of oriticism of his actions. Whea his
acte have been called in question, indeed,
his opponents have been compelled to
misrepresent  them in order to make
their point, as he has again and again de-
monstrated on the public platform.

With a pust record unassailable, and
with all the qualities necessary to make an
efficient, level-headed chief magistrate, it
does not astonish us to hear that the con-
gonsus of opinion is that Ald. Gartshore
will be elected mayer for 1803 by & very
decisive majority

sphere for his

Having ace

SQUEEZED OUT.
Several columns of letters on both sides

of the 7 o'clock closing movement, on
mayoraity and aldermanic affairs, are held
over through lack of space. We are always
willing to oblige our friends, but there is a
limit to our opportunities, However, the
questions at issue have been well threshed
out. Stories circulated and innuendoes in-
dulged in privately muy very well be dis-
regarded by votefrs. Let the taxpayers
gelect the best business men offering to

conduct their business.

Porrixe begins at 9 a.m. on Monday and
Let every elector vote as
he or she is entitled to

closes at 5 p.m.
early and as often a8

register,
——

A WORD WITH VOTERS.
Send men successful in their own busi-

ness to manage civic affairs.
The city is a co-operative company, and
the mayor and aldermen are its directors.
Do joint stock ecompanies gelect the un-
balanced shareholders to conduct their
affairs ?
Why should the eity doso?
et
Tue TFree Library bylaw should be
indorsed by the electors.

CAREFULLY drawn statistics of 4,000
eriminals who have passed through Elmira
Reformatory, New York, shows drunken*
ness clearly existing in the parents of 38.7
per cent., and probably in 111 per cent,
Out of 71 eriminals, whose ancestry
was a

more.
Rossi was able to trace, the father
in 20, and the mother in 11 cases
Maseo found that onan
average 41 per cent. of the oriminals he
examined had a drunken parent. Dr.
Launrent, in hie work om the
habitues of the Paris prisone, asgerts that
drunkenness alone, or combined with some
other neurotic comdition, is to be found
althost constantly in the parents of drimin.
ala; and Dr. Tarnowski, who bas made
carveful inquiry into the mental and
physicial condition of the prostitutes in her
pative land, found an aleoholie parentage
in no less than 82,606 per cent. of the 150
woman of this ¢lass whose family histories
she was able to follow

drunkard
(43.6 per cent.).

valuable

Away! Away! There is danger herel
A terrible phantom is bending nea
With no human look, with no hu
He stands beside thee—the haunter

If thete is one diseaxe Wwore than another
that comes like the unbidden guest at a
banguet, it is Catarrh.  Insidiously it
steals upon you; ‘‘with no human breath”
it gradually, like the octopus, winds its
coils mbout you amd crushes you. But
there is a medicine, enlled Dr. Sage's
Catarrh Rentedy, that can tear you awdy
from tho monster, and turn the seythe’s
point of the reaper. The akers of this
wonderful remedy offer, in good faith, a
standing reward of §500 for an incurable
case of Catarrh in the head.

an breath,
-Death

John Friend, People’s Confectioner.—Ke-
modeled store and luneh rooms; busincss
on more extensive soale, HEverything best
quality. Cooked hams always on hands
117 Dundas street. y

Vote for the peace and pros-

ON FIRE WITH ECZEMA

Terrible Sufferings of Little Eaby-Seven
PDoctors and Two Hoepitals Fail
—Cured by Cuticura.

My baby boy, 6 months old, broke out with
eczema. The'itching and burning was intense:
the cczema spread to bis Jimbs, breast, face
and head, until he was nearly covered; his
torturing agonies were pitiable to behold; be

bhad no peace ond bu
Jittle rest night or day.
He was under treatment
at different times at two
hospitals and by seven
doctors in this city with:
out the lcast benefit;
every preseription of the
doctors was faithfally
tried, but he iruw worge
all the time, For months
1 expended about 23 per
week for medicines, and
was cntirely d@iscour-
aged. J purchaeed CUTl-
g CcURA, CUTICURA SO0AP
and CUTICURA RESOLVEN1 and iollowed tm
directions to the letter, Relicf woad immedial
hiz sufferings were ensed, and rest and sleep
permitted. He steadily improv d, and ia ning
weeks was entirely cured, an }ma now_os
elear  skin and is ag fair a boy a8 any mother
could wish 10 see. 1 recommend every mother
to use it for every, Baby Humor,
MRE. M. FERGUSON,
£ W. Prookline street, Boston.

s Attt
Cuticura Remedies, .«

The greatest skin curcs, blood puriflers, and
humor remedies of modern times, instantly re-
lieve the most agonizing forms of and
psorfasis, and sreedily, permanently, ‘econom)
cally and infallibly cure every species of torgur-
ing, disfiguring, itching, burning, bleeding,
gcaly, crusted, and pimply diseases and humors
of the skin, scalp and blood, with loss 'y
from infancy to age, whether slm‘}e,mmﬂﬂom'
o Mbreditary. v hon all other mothods and best
physicians fail.

Sold evenywhere. Price, CUTICURA, '{g’:
S0AP, 25¢0; RESOLVENT, $1 60, Prepared by tho
PorTER DRUG AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION,
Boston,

gar Send for “How to Cure Skin Diseases,
6¢ pages, L0 illugtrations and 100 testimonials,
lﬂ MPLES, black-hends, red, rough, chapped

A% 7nd oily ekin cured by CUTICURA 8oar:
il e

w5 OLD FOLKS' PAINS.
Full of comfort for all Poing, Tu-
d Wenkhcss ol t{:: 1

flammation and
Aged is the Cutioura AnthPal
L 43S Plastor, the first and obly ‘pain.
Filling, strengthening plaster. New, instan-
tancous and infallible.

0 THOMAS P. snapscx.w;mn%
] HT ton, D.C. No alty's foe untilFaten
obtained. W ri;etnr]nvenwrﬂ"g\llda
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T DELICATE ||
MURRAY &
LANMAN'S

alL,

PURE
SWEET
LASTING

FLORIDA
WATER

STILL HOLDS THE FIRST PLACE
|N POPULAR FAVOR. BEWARE OF
IMITATIONS,

FRACRANT

IV HSIIHANT

L

AT

A GAIN OF A POUND A DAY IN THE
CASE OF A MAN WHO HAS BECOME “ALL
RUN DOWN,’’ AND HAS BEGUN TO TAKE
THAT REMARKAELE FLESH PRODUCER,

SCOTTS |
LSION

GF PURE COD LIVER OIL WITH
Hypophosphites of Lime
15" NOTHING UNUSUAL, THIS FEAT

N PERFORMED OVER AND OVER

AmN. DPALATABLE AS MILK. EN-
<ED BY PiysiCIANs.  SCOTT'S
EMULSION 18 PUT UP ONLY IN SALMON
COLOR WRATPERS. SOLD BY ALL DRUG-

50c. AND $1.00
& ROWNE, Belleville,
A

_gl.ll/EH Y STABLES.

™ I —————
;EAT']'I LIVERY—ALBERT STRE!
~ Good horses and first-class }gn. ¥
accommedation for arders, hong
1). BEATTIE, proprietor,

—lumun & SON~BOUTH LONDON

DO
Livery and Hack Stand, Rates feason:
‘n;\:ld.”'l’(']

1LLIAM TRIPP, LIVERY, RIGHMOND

street north, Stylish rl.’l, ood ho!
(both riding and driv ng), . @ 1%0 'hoi:‘ul:‘
notice; nlso boarding and eale stables.

gh}’E“ 4:1:5. IR . Y. NN TR
\ DUFTON, LIVERY, KING BTREET—
. horses, Iigs ot

Btylish rigs and
DUNDAR
IXODW

oy hone Mo, 157,

tnotice. Telephone
T JLLEY'S LIVERY=NO. i9
! 4 633 reet, Kost london, Ont
0. o

HUESTO

- - o, -
J. TARSH ATIL
MAMMOTHE LIVERY, DUNDAS STREET

8.

Men’s Heavy Tweed Pea Jackets only §3 9¢

Boy’s Heavy Tweed Pea Coals only §2 75,
worth §4 60,

Men's Heavy Tweed Overcoats §6 to-day,
14 yards Heavy Tweed Suiting for §1.

TO-DAY

Iridescent Serge Diess Goods worth §1, to-
day 69c; 64 inches wiae,

Broche Dress Gouds, all wool, worth 75¢, to-
day 340,

Black Dress Trimmings worth 8b¢, 40c, and
80¢ per yard, to-day 10c,

The best Linen Hanckerchiefs in London for
the money. Our price 2 for 25¢.

Beautiful Ali-Linen Towels 80c pair, worth
40q,

E

TODAY

Heavy Shaker Fiamels, plain colors, only Gle

Heavy Black Fur Boas, reqular bargains, {0~
day at 50c.

Great Big HeauvyCloth Shawls, $5 ones for
83 75, $4 ones for §3, §2 ones for $150.

O-DAY

AT,

BA

perity of our beautiful city.

Good carriages at all hours, Low charges.
THELEPRONE £t




