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| policy—that of making Germany pay icy to the satisfaction at the Cham- 
for tlie cost at the war. In other her or seemingly was being drawn 
words each group had nominally away from it, then another was choe- 

| some distinction but in reality no dit- ; en. And when ail is said and dmm 
! ference. The group. Republican De- that Is why' Poincare succeeded 

mocrethc Entente, the party at Potn- Briand.
care, had more than twice ;the num- ! Tlœ dominant foreign policy Which 
h ■ of followers of any other group ;has served both as a “point d’appui" 

i such as the Republican Democratic and an election cry1, daring the past 
Left, led by Mandel and Tardieu or four years Is guw giving sway to 
the Radical and - Radical Socialist ; other issues and the groups are dls- 
groep headed by Henriot. The pat- j integrating from what other countries 
riotism of the moment, however, wel- ! would understand as a national coal- 

: ded all groups pretty much into pne ltlon. They are asserting their Inde- 
| party and whenever there was any pendence and dragging out the be- 

danger of a group breaking away all lfefs which they held prior to 1914. 
that was necessary was tor the Prem- In fact each group is jockeying for 

. 1er to reiterate the above policy and position. " ' ■
the group was til Une again. If the In outlining the new situation it 
Premier did not reiterate that pol- Is well to remember Hat Paris Is not

25_(CaB. Press) - 
à term of the .preseni 
Deputies being up this
. Poincare has décidée 
the country on May It 
., has not been without 

„„ r,nst of the mem- 
,n Htensio» o[ llf< 
meal unfil tie spring ol
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France and that urban France Is not 
rural France. The town population 
of the country is about 19 millions 
but the rural inhabitants number 
over 21 millions with all the strength 
which implies In an agricultural na­
tion.

The problems of exchange, the oc­
cupation of the Ruhr and reparations 
do not reach the rural districts In 
the same way as they do the towns, 
and as do an Increase in taxes and a 
higher cost of living. Accordingly 
those are the two great Issues which 
will have more influence on the rur- 
pl voter than any of the others as to
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whether he will support the present 
government or not. It must be men­
tioned in passing that direct taxation 
has never been well received in 
France. The average citizen does not 
worry so much about what he pays 
provided that the incidence falls on 
such commodities as matches and to­
bacco, or even on rental value which 
does not Indicate the income of the 
tax payers. The deputies seeking re- 
election have however just passed a 
law" which increases taxation twenty 
per cent. When it is remembered
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past four years that the Germans 
would be paying it now, it will re­
quire some explaining, entirely aside 
from the merits of the impost, to 
square themselves with their con­
stituents.

Of course the high cost of living 
has not affected the country as much 
as the town. The French farmer pro­
duces almost everything he has lo 
eat. But manufactured products have 
increased in. price and he finds that 
what he himself received for his own 
produce has not-augmented in the 
same ratio. Indeed it has recently 
taken a decided fail. Rumor on the 
other hand has it that the city man­
ufacturer has sold his goods abroad 
leaving his balance there to ac­
cumulate minus, of course, what he 
has had to pay for more raw ma­
terial. Some of the newspapers have 
retorted that the farmer has done 
the same when he has sold his pro­
duce abroad and that is why food pro­
ducts have up to now increased in 
price. In any case the country holds 
that the manufacturer has not been 
paying the taxes he ought to have 
paid and the fact remains that the 
rural districts are confronted with a 
20 per cent, addition to their con- ! 
trlbutions.

Exchange, the Occupation of the 
Ruhr, and Reparations however, are 
live issues in the French cities. Gen­
erally speaking the French manufac­
turer is not concerned so much over 
a reasonable fall in the franc as the 
French shopkeeper. The latter finds 
it increasingly more difficult to do 
business with the exchange down
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ista is trying to resurrect its old- 
time pre-war beliefs. If it is success­
ful in doing so then the beliefs of the 
Left and the Right will no longer 
coincide, and the Premier will find 
himself much in the same position as 
yas Lloyd George, that is, a member 
of one party but drawing most of his 
support from another.

To hazard a long distance guess, If 
the franc continues to appreciate and 
the cost of living decreases. Premier 
Poincare will pull through success­
fully the election in May. Otherwise 
there will be a Radical and Radical 
Socialist victory with Briand a likely 
Premier.

are protesting that the price, which 
was fixed in 1911 intentionally high in 
order to discourage cremation, should 
be lowered. There Is no prejudice 
against burning bodies now. Life in 

j Germany has become too wearisome 
! for the people to worry what happens 
i after death.

Millionsber of the Lett is being supported 
mainly by the Right. The Left, com­
posed of Radicals and Radical Social-
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tickernl “Abie’s Irish Rose” will be 
staged at the Casino Theatre on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, May 

! 6th and 7th, and “The Chinese 
! Puzzle” on Thursday, May 8th, 
Î in aid of Mount Cashel Orphan- 
i age,—apr28,3i
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