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Delegates Sentenced

For Imciting Miners in New South
Wales to Strike.

Sydney, N.S.W., Jan. 1.—Fourteen
men, delegates of the Board of the
Miners' Federation, have been sen-
tenced to pay five hundred dollars
each or undergo two months’ impris-
onment for inciting coal miners to
strike. It is eight weeks since the
men struck, and the struggle contin-
ues, with disastrous results. Three
hundred steamships are idle. Gas at
one time gave out in a large section
of the city. Only the timely return
of western miners saved Sydney from
utter darkness.

The sentences just passed are
among the first under the new law,
making strike leaders and employers
who instigate or aid a strike or lock-
out liable to one years’ imprisonment.

Thirty Violent Deaths
in New York
In One Day.

New York, Jan. 2.—Yesterday here
was remarkable for an unusual num-
ber of deaths by violence and accidént.
The coroner’s office dealt with cases,
of whi¢h one was a possible murder,
one an. unusual suicide by shooting,
one a death due to -an illegal oper-
ation, siX were suicides by gas and
three were fatal accidents. With the
exception of Morris Nathanson, a
manufacturer, whose death may have
been either by suicide or murder, none
of the dead wére prominent.

A man who shot himself on the
marble steps of a life insurance com-
pany in Madison square took pains
to write a courteous note of apology
to the coroner for the trouble he was
about to cause.

Benedict Schwann and his sister-in-
law, Mrs. Sophie Frick, who died of
what were first reported as natural
causes, were found to have béen vic-
tims of bullet wounds. It is believed
that Schwann quarrelled with his sis-
ter-in-law, shot her, and then commit-
ted suicide.

Samuel Paris committed suicide
last night by jumping from the room
of a six-story tenement. Paris lived
with a daughter. He had been ill, and
talked of suicide frequently.

In Brooklyn a girl drank carbolic
acid and died; a man met a similar
fate by accident; a man was found
dead in a snow bank; another died
in a hospital after falling unconscious
in the street, and still another inflict-
ed fatal wounds "on himself with a
knife.

Three men committed suicide by in-
haling gas, and two women died like-

Boot-Black M. P.

A Belgian deputy, Napoleon Smeets,
who was a Socialist in politics, and
who died a few days ago, was a re-
markable character. He made a very
violent speech one day against a poli-
tical adversary, and had . been sen-
tenced to damages for slander. These
damages Napoleon Smeets could not
pay, and the law allowed his adver-
sary to lay hands on his pay as a
member of the Parliament.

“What are you going to do?’ some-
bedy asked him

Napoleon smiled.

“You'll see,” he said.

A few days afterwards all Brussels
was flocking to the Gare du Nord, for
Napoleon Smeets, M.P., had installed
himself outside the station with a
boot-black’s box and a:rickety chair,
to which he incited customers with
the appeal, “Come and have your
boots blacked for a penny by Napoleon
Smeets, member of the Belgian Par-
liament, who has by his country’s law
to make a living as he may.”

Napoleon Smeets, M.P., was inform-
€d half an hour after he had blacked
his first customer’s bocis that neces-
sary provision had been made for him,
and that he need black no more in the
future.

Miard's Liniment Gares Distemper,

BY RODERIC mmx.

A Chatlon Steel Pens.

If it be true that “the pen is might-
ier than the sword,” it-should be in-
teresting to know of the biography of
S0 potent a factor in the history of
buman progress. There is probably
no instrument in existence so indis-
pensable to modern life, or that is
called upon to discharge so vast an
amount of labour in the course of an
ordinary twelve-hour day. Nor is
there any instrument whose labours
are so diverse in character, or so
multifarious in compass. Yet very

Jittle is known of the history of pens. ]

For centuries types of pens have
been in the service of the human race,
but not until 1808  is there any defin-
ite trace of the progenitor of the
modern steel pen. Doubtless the
first metallic pen was born earlier
than that year; but the birth certifi-
cate has been lost.

As Staffordshire, England, was
probably the birthplace of the first
steel pen making, and is still a staple
of industry of the Midland Counties
it is interesting to recall the fact’ that
it is one hundred years ago that ¢
patent for steel pens was granted tc
a North Countryman named Bryar
Donkin. The patents of the well
known Birmingham firms, Perry
Mitchell, Mason and Gillott, were no
taken out until William IV. had take:
his seat on the throne of England.

Metallic Pens.

Metallic pens’ were no doubt mad-
at a very early period. A German i
often mentioned as having been a pi
oneer in the manufacture of these ar
ticles; and a “Sheffield Artizan” ap
pears frequently in newspaper col
umns as the inventor of steel pens
but his name is unknown. We alsc
meet with the name of “William Gads
by, who made a clumsy pen from the
mainspring of a watch'; but there is
no authentic information with regarc
to the making of metallic pens until
the beginning of the eighteenth cen-
tury. The late Sam Trimmins, of Bir-
mingham, had in his possession a re-
markable little volume supplied to
the members of the States General of
Holland, bearing the date 1717, whiecl
contained a silver ‘pencil case in twc
parts, one holding a piece of plum-
bago, mounted like a crayon, and the
other a metallic pen. The pem-is of
the barrel shape, apparently .silver
and it is regarded as the earliest au-
thentic metallic pen. Just about this
time, also, the poet Pope, in the fol-
lowing lines acknowledged from Lady
Frances Shirley the gift of a stand-
ish, containing a steel and golden
pen:—

Take at this hand celestial arms;
Secure the radiant weapons wield;
This golden lance shall guard desert,
And if a vice dares keep the field,
Then steel shall stab it to the heart.

Sir Joseph Mason once said in pub-
lic that to his own knowledge steel
pens were first ‘made by his old
friend Harrison somewhere about the
year 1780. In the year 1869 a writer
to the Birmingham Journal and
Weekly Post said: “The first makers
of steel pens were John Edwards, Hill
St., and Francis Heeley, Mount St.,
Birmingham”; and in Wrightson’s
Birmingham Directory, 1823, the fol-
lowing advertisement appeared:—
“John Edwards, manufacturer of im-

Puts an End to
Stomach Misery.

Indigestion, Gas, Heartburn or Dys-
pepsia vanish in five minutes.

Every family here ought to keep
some Diapepsin in the hous2, as any
one of you may have an attack of In-
digestion or Stomach trouble at any
time, day or night.

This harmless preparation will di-
gest anything you eat and overcome a
distressed, out-of-order stomach live
minutes afterwards.

If your meals don’'t tempt you, or
what little you do eat seems to fill you,
or lays like a lump of lead in your
stomach, of if you have heart burn,
that is a sign of Indigestion.

Ask your Pharmac’ist for a b60-cent
case of Pape’s Diapepsin and take
a little just as soon as you can.
There will be no sour risings, no
belching of undigested food mixed
with acid, no stomach gas or heart-
burn, fullness or heavy feeling in the
stomach, Nausea, Debilitating Head-
aches, Dizziness or intestinal griping.
This will all go, and, besides, there
will be no sour food left over in the
stomach to poison your breath with
nauseous odors.

Pape’s Diapepsin is a certain cure
for out-of-order stomachs, because it
prevents fermentation and takes hold
of your food and digests it just the
same as (if your stomach wasn't
there.

Relief in five minutes from all
stomach misery is at any drug store,
waiting for you.

These large b0-cent cases contain
more than sufficient to cure almost
any chronic case of Dyspepsia, Indi-
gestion or any other Stmnnch troubles.

: ford firm of engineers.

[

proved gold, silver and elastic steel
pens, mounted 'in all kinds of cases,
and desk h,udles, No. 40 Hill Street.”

-Daniel Pellovs of Sedgloy, Sulorl-f

* shire.

Amidst the mass of conflicting m"i-t

dence ‘it {8 a difficult task to locate
the first manufacturer of steel pens;
but there can be no doubt that Sedg-
ley’s c¢laim is as legitimate, if not
more legitimate, than any, now in ex-
istence. A ‘writer to’theé ‘above men-
tioned Birmingham Journal stated in
1869 that “Daniel FeHows, of Sedgley,
made steél pens about 1800,” and a
certain J. 'Sargent, of Tettenhall,
wrote at the ®ame time to the effect
that “A jordrneyman blacksmith nam-
ed Fellows, of Sedgley, was the first
originator of steel pens. I resided at
Sedgley - in 1822, when Sheldon, Fel-
lows’ apprentice, made some of these
pens. He made two for me. I wrote
very well with them. Sheldon him-
self told me that Mr. Gillott com-
menced making the pen from seeing
some of his (Shgldon's) make.” An-
other writer under the nom de plume
of “Un qui Sait” says: “I distinctly
recollect about the year 1806, being
at Fellows’ home at Sedgley, and
there seeing Thomas Sheldon, his ap-
prentice, making steel pens. He be-
lieved Fellows made pens in 1793.
Sheldon continued the trade until it
was destroyed through inability to
compete with the machine made pens
of Mitchell and Gillott.” A third
writer, “T. 8.” says: “In 1815 an
uncle of mine used to purchase these
pens from Sheldon, of Sedgley. The
price was 18s. per dozen.”

In an old copy of Notes and Quer-
ies I find that a correspondent quotes
a pattern book of John Barnes, Eagle
Works, Wolverhampton, England,
which contained engravings of early
steel pens; but beyond that refer-
ence I can find nothing concerning
this Wolverhampton manufacturer.

Bryan Donkin’s Patent.

Bryan Donkin, whose patent was
registered 'in 1808, was a native of
Northumberland, and for a time was
land agent of the Duke of Dorset’s
estates in' Kent. Mechanics had al-
ways been for him a fascinating
study, and even as a boy he delighted
in the manufacture of toy thermom-
eters. Acting on the advice of the
engineer, Smeaton, young ‘Ponkin’s
father had him apprenticed to a Dart-
While he was
in his thirties, Donkin constructed 2
model of the first machine to be used
in the manufacture of paper, the ma-
chine being patented in 1801 by John
Gamble. His fertile brain led him on
to still greater success, for in 1805 he
constructed a machine for printing,
which resulted ultimately in the evo-
lution of the composition printing
roller.

About this time Donkin was at
work on his new steel pen, which he
patented in due course; but instead
of devoting his energies to improve-
ments of the pen, he began to ex-
periment with Sir William Congreve
in a method for printing stamps in
two colors. Prior to this he had also
exercigsed his genius upon air-tight
cases for the preservation of meats
and perishable commodities. ' The es-
teem and honour of posterity are also
due to him as being one of the found-
ers of the Institute of Civil Engineers.
This little known inventor died in the

' year 18566 at the age of eighty-seven,

and any catalogue of the names of
benefactors of the human race is in-
complete if it does not contain the
name of Bryan Donkin.

Birmingham and Steel Pens.

It is to Birmingham that we must
look for the history of the rapid ad-
vance in the manufacturing and
cheapening of steel pens. From the
year 1882, when John Mitchell, a
Sheffield cutler, came to Birmingham
to manufacture steel pens with tools
of his own invention, the progress of
the industry was most rapid. Perry
started to manufacture somewhere
about 1824, and Mason and Gillott ap-
pear to have followed immediately in

his train, though Josiah Mason had
probably begun the making of barrel
pens much earlier than that year.
Joseph Gillott laid down the first
press capable of making pens in large
quantities, and thus began: that gi-
gantic trade destined to destroy the
goose raising industry, or as it was
then termed, “the web-footed indus-
try,” for, it was argued, ‘what profit
was there in rearing geese if quilis
were to be expelled by abominabie
metallic pens. And even though the
price of a good steel pen modelled on
Donkin’s patent was five shillings,
while quills could be purchased at
one halfpenny each, the steel pens
were preferred by those who had the
wherewithal to purchase. But Perry,
Mitchell, Gillott and:Mason had come
to stay, and the result of their lab-

ours is mow to be seen in the vast |
concerns they have built up, and the |

indispensable character of the article

they have given to the world,
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T0 SHOPKEEPERS!

_Buying Newspaper Space means buy-
ing an audience. ‘There is no other way

of impressing the brain of the people with
the goods you have to sell than by procut-
ing space in a Newspaper.

Again: You are not paying for experi-

ence when you advertise in

The Evening Telegram.

We provide THAT free gratis. “ The
People’s Paper” has been proved by the
Advertisers who have used it to be a sure
and steady seller. Advertisements are not
placed in it on the basis of sentiment or
friendship. Advertising in the Telegram
is a business proposition, pure and simple.
It is not what he pays for space, but rath-
er the profit he makes on the investment
that is important to the advertiser. For
these reasons we MUST and DO GIVE
patrons the very best value for their mon-
ey. The amount of advertising carried by
us through 1909 is the best proof that ad-
vertisers are pleased with the results the
Telegram brings them. Therefore,

A

rtise in The Telegram.
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