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Poctry.

" WRECKS OF MORTALITY.

Y W. WEST.

1 dreamt, when buried with my fellow-clsy,

Cloge by & common beggar's side [lay ;

Bug a8 so mean an object shock’d my pride,

‘Thus 1o the corpe in consequeace [ cried :

* Prithe, poot wretch, from henceforth touch me
not;

More masners learn, and at a distance rot.”

¢ Vain mortal !** with a haughty teae cried he,
* Proud lamp of carth, I scorn thy words and
y thee.
Bidce both are mquar ia Death’s mouldering
shrise,
Tuwm is my rovrine-rracE, and TsaT is thine.”
B
A BONG.

P08 THE HUROGN SIGNAL.

The white pall of winter has melted away ;
Her frosts have exhaled from the earth,
And the gay vocal throng, that hop on each spray,
Proclaim it aloud in their mirth.
A lovely green mantle the forest adurns,
And wild flowers enamel the lea ;
Bat all lonely and sad I wander forlora,
For Fanny smiles not upon me.

This moraing I gather’d & bunch of Aeartsease
And offer’d her it with a sigh,

Bet Fasoy—oh ! was it my heart but to tease 7
Refused it with scora in ber eye.

Abash'd I retired, with sharp agony torn
Thus haughtily treated to be ;

Ob ! talk not of peace to a heart so forlorn,
For Fanny smilés not upon me.
v

DAMON.

Goderich, 13th April, 1848,

L A
From the Ottawa Advertiser.

The following effusion we unhestitatingly pro-
nounce the poem of the Nineteenth century, To
the last verse we particularly direct the attention
of the Governal General.
phatieally the greatest ** Darian”’ Bard, with
whose writing we have the hdnour of being
acqulinted ; and we think the feast Lord Elgin
can do, is to invest the author with the dignities
and emioluments of the Poet Laureateship of all
the territory ** from the Wall of China to Cupen-
hagen ;" and Orphens in Chief to ** Chinas,
Indians Turks, Jews and Heathens.—Ep. O. A.

TO THE RIGHT HON. THE EARL OF
ELGIN.

COMPOSED BY WILLIAM QUIGLEY, ON THE LATE SUK-
VEY OF THE BOSCHERE.

You Darian bards ! that’s experienced writers,
You are invited for to lend your aid
To praise « monarch that none can equal,
To undertake it, I am much afraid ;
For the great Queen Helen, sure none could
equal,
Or Cleopatra, when in her being,
Or Boadices, likewise Bersheba,
Ne’er could compare to our Baimiss Quzex,

Julius Cemsar, or Alexander,

For 1o compare, they could not vie,

Or Constantine, in all his splendour,

When the great usurper they caused to fly ;

The Carthagenisns, they ne’er could equal,

Or Roman Titus, on the Arcadian Green ;

Or the great Scipio, when defeating Dido,

Ne'er could command such force as our Brrrisu
Qusex.

Her laws, they are just ; none can equal ;

The crowned beads of Europe she does dely ;

Her subject-negroes she has emancipated

And liberated, o’er the British Isles,

8o look all round you, her vast dominions,

From pole to pole (it's far to be seen);

The moraing sun, when it first rises,

1t ne'er goes down with our Britisn Querx:

For navigation, there is none can equal ;
OfFrance or Spain she was ne'er afruid ;

From the walle of China 10 Copeahagen,

The Baltic Seas she does crusade.

Turkey and Russia are in comparison

Aguinet our menarch they hold a epleen ;

But it's sll in vain, to their sad misfortune,
They ne’er eotld cope with our Bririsn Quexw.

8ee our Republicans, that's now of late days,

How they brag and boast of their wealth and
{ame,

Of their great victory at the Revolution,

And ence s years they uphold the same.

Let me contend with her for the batile,

In the eyes of nations it will be seen

She would hem them round her Jjust like a gar-
meat,

Af they dare oppese our Barrism Quszx.

!Mumu—.nnwupnlh%m:
Their bragging and boasting will seon be known,
I’n-th-Mylmuhnhithubh. .
The great bewildered they claim their own.
Illlhnlhirb.niuwuldmhud-d.
Junt likke Pompei when he quit the Greea ;

‘We hoist the fiag of sur royal standard—

The union jack of oug Buaviss Qusas.

Mr. Quigley is em- |

S —

Now you sce I have not variated

Or exaggerated, by land or sea.

See all her fleets ncattered o’er the ocean,

From Van Diemen’s Land unto Hudson’s Bay,
Whea all slave traders are surely chased

A All over the seas, where they may be seen,

From the Gulf of Persia to Cape Horn,
Their Flags must yield to our Buirrisu Queex.

8hg disregards every other nation,

Or all combined fleets they could raise ;

She far outshines all the heathen ages :

Bbe's greater than Neptune, for ¢he rules the
scas.

8o I intend shortly for to see her,

In St. James' Park, that lovely green,

Where there she sits as bright as Venus ;

She is the star of Europe—the Brimisa Queex.

1 am uneasy for undertaking

To have the face for to give her praise ;

It takes all the poets that ever reigned since
Homer

To do her justice in time and place.

Her royal highness she will excuse me,

And cast no frown on such a being,

To have the assurance to undertake if,

To vindicate for our Brivisu Quees.

May she preside over all the regions

From the rising sun to the Baltic Sea,

Over Chinas, Indians, Turks, Jews, and heath-
. ens,

Amongst the nations she may bear the sway.

May her name ascend up to the heavens;

With the highest angels may she ve seen ;

That the God of glory, likewise Prince Albert,

May. long remaia with our Baitism Queex,

From his Lordship [ do claim
Some office due (o the Poet’s fame :
Let it, then, be great or small,
He’ll wake it, and be glad withall,

CONSTITUTION OF NATURE—THE
ATMOSPHERE,

It was anciently supposed that all created
things consisted of but four elements—
earth, fire, water, and air ; but this idea has
long since been abandoned. Earth is a
composition of various substances, as will
be afterwards explained ; fire is merely a
maunifestation of extreme heat; water is
composed of two gases in chemical union ;
and air is also a compound of various gases

intioately united in diffurdut proportions. —
Instead of only four, it is now ascertained
that there are at least fifty-four simple or
elementary bodies in nature, namely, six
gases or aerial fluids ; forty-two wetals ;
and six bodies of no pasticular class, the
names of which are carbon, boron, phospho

rus, sulphur, silican, and ivodine. All ob-
jects recognisable by our senses, animate
and inanimate, are compozed of oneor more
of these fiflty-four substances, Matter, how-
ever, has ever been, and is now, undergoing
perpetual decompusitions and recombina-
tions, some of which take place upon an ex-
tensive scale, ag part of the[regular func-
tions and operations of nature, while others
are effected by the ingenuity of man, to
serve the purposes of his ordinary econo ny.
The constant forming of new soil out ot
rocks ; the growth and decay of vegetable
and animal bodies, and the resolving of their
decaycd substances into those elementys or
combinations which serve%or the nourish-
ment of new bodii s ; the ptotéss of evapo-
ration and recondensation, forming rain and
snow-—are but a few of the changes which
matier is perpetually undergoing.

The changes which take place in the form
and character of bodles are effected by cer-
tain principles of chemical and mechanical
action, which it is unnecessary here to par-
ticularise, and also from the influence of
heat and moistare. In as far as the natural
operations of the vegetable world are con-
cerned, the prime immediate ageots are at-

\
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mosphere is thin, and occupies & much lar-
ger epace. This explains why the thin air
on high grounds is seemingly colder than on
low situations. ' Aloft, the sir is as warm
as it is below, but there is less of it; the
particles are more widely asvoder, and this

roduces the effect of a greater coldness.~

roperly speaking, the cold in high situa-
tions arises from the want of air, rather
thaly from the nir itself.

Mn. Justios Cosngringg on Dauskgs-
~Ess.—During the recent gaol delivery for
Yorkehire, two young men were convicted
of highway robbery. They received excel
lent characters from several witnesses, and
on the night of the robbery it appeared that
they, as also the prosecutor, were in ad§tate
of intoxication. The jury found them both
guilty, but recommeded them to meicy on
account of their previous good character,
and because they, as well as the prosecutor
were all drunk at the time. His Lordship,
adressing the prisoners, said, “ The jory, on
account of your previous good characters,
and because all the parties were drunk at
the time, bave recommended you to mercy.
I must say that the first ground is an ex-
ceedingly good one ; but I think if the jury
had considered the mischief and crime that
result in this country, as well as in every
other part of England, from the use of
liquor in excess, they would hardly have
considered that as any extenvation of your
offence. . True, you would not perb~ps have
committed this offence if you were not in
liquor, but if a man will commit crime when
drunk, he should také care not to get drunk.
I venture to say that, in much more than
half the offences which have been brought
before this assize, liquor hag had something
do to with. liquor has either been the
temptation beforehand to robbery, to get
something to purchase it, or it 1s the provo-
cation under the influence of liquor that
causes them to quarrel, and perhaps commit
murder ; or it is liguor upon which the
fruits obtained by robbery are generally
spent ; and it scems to me that, but for the
cases where offences are brought on by the
excessive use of intoxicating liquors, the
courts of justice might be nearly shut up.—
I am sure that a great deal more than half
the time-of criminal courts is taken up in
consequence of offences what have some-
thing to do with liquor. The first recom-
mendation of the jary I shall take into con-
sideration, but the second I cannot. . The
laws 0. this country do not allow drunken-

tion of any offencé. The old law said that,
if a man killed another when drunk,he should
be hung when sober. It must not be for a
moment heard that intoxication is to be any-
thing hike an excuse for crime.”

The British Banner remarks on the

~above, that—+Mr.  Justice Coleridga has |

acted as became a Briush Judge, a-true
friend of his country, and of mankind.—
Well had it becn hadall Judges and Magis-
trates acted with like integrity, and on the
same principles ! The rebuke thus admin-
istered to the Jury will not be lost upon
them ; and it demands the consideration
and remembrance of every wan in England
liable tu serve in that capacity+”

A Nosrk Examere.=The body of Chris-
tiane formerly known as the ¢ Liberty-st,
Presbyterian Church of T oy, N. Y.,"—
unanimously passed the following resolu-
tione, on Sunday evening, 5th March :—

Whereas, Sectarianisin is at variance with
the spjrit and the letter of the Gospel—and
is the foundation of all ecclesiastical op-
pression, and it is a most prolific source of
wars, and slavery, and many-other oppress-
ions that afflict the world—therefore Re-
solved, That the members of Christ's body,
heretofore denominated “The Liberty’st.

hereby solemnly repudiate all Sectarianism,
sincerely regretting before God and muan,
that we ever gave countenance to that

mospheric air, heat and light,and of these we
propose to offer a short explanation. The
atmosphere, as is generally known, is an in-
visible aeriform fluid, which wraps the whole
earth round to an elevation of about forty-
five miles above the highest mountains.—
This great ocean of air, as we may call it,
s far from being of a uniform densily
throichout ite mass. At and near the level
of the -ea it is most dense, in consequence
of the pressure above. As we asceud
mountaine, orin any other way netrate
upwards, the air becomes graduglly less
dense ; and #o thin is it at the height of
three niles, as for instance on the summit
of Mont Blanc, one of the Alps, that breath-
ing is there performed with sowe difficulty.
Beyoud this rimilcd height, the density of
the air continues to d:minish ; and at the
elevation of about forty-five miles it is be-
lieved to terminate. So dense are the
lower in proportion to the higher regions,
that one-half of the entire body of air is be-
low a height of three miles, the other half
being expanded into a volumeof upwards of
forty miles.

This remarkable difference in the density
of the air at different heights is particularly
worthy of our attention ; for the capacity
in the atmosphere for receiving and contain-
ing heat from the sun’s rays,depends on this
peculiarity in ite condition. Itis well known
that the air is much warmer on low than
on high grounds ; but it is perhaps not so
generally understood that this arises from
the difference of density in’the air at the
two places. If we take a pound weight of
air near the sea's level, and another pound
weight at a spot a mile above the #¥a, we
shall find that each pound contains precisely
the same quantity of heat ; but in the case
of that taken near the sea, the air will feel
warm, and in the case of the other, the air
will feel eool. T'his seems a contradiction,
yotitis a truth., A pound weight of air,

“| taken near the sea, is compact in substance,

and goes into a comparatively small bulk ;

bat that taken from a high part of the at.

destructive device of Satan,

Resolved, That we shall hereafter be
knowh as “ The Church in Liberty-st.—
Troy, N. Y."” and that weshall acknowledge
no other creed than the Bible, and no other
Head than God and his Son Jesus Christ,

Resolved, That God has but one Church
on the Barth, and that is composed of all
such as love Him, and keep His com-
mandments ; and that these, in their Church
relations are equal rights and liberty.

Signed by Hesar H. Ganygr.

A Bir or Humour.- The following ex-
tract from the report of a committee on
Hogs, read before an Agricultural Society
“down east,” contains sowe excellent hits.

Some folks accuse pigs of being filthy 1n
their habits, and negligent in their personal
appearance. But whether food is best ea-
ten off the ground, or from China plates, is
it seems to me, merely a matter of taste and
convenience, about which pigs and men may
honestly differ. They ought, then, to be
Judged charitably, At any rate, pigs are
not filthy enough to chew tobacco, ' nor to
poison their breath by drinking whiskey.
And to their personal appearance, you don't
catch a pig playing the dandy, nor the
females among them picking their way up
this muddy village, after a rain, in kid slip-
pers.

Notwithstanding their heterodox notions,
hogs have sowe excellent traits of charac-
ter, If one chances to wallow a little
decper in some mirehole than his fellows,
and so carries off' and comes in possession
of moré of this earth than his brethren, he
never assumes an extra importance on that
account ; neither are his brothren stupid
enough to worship him for it.  Their only
question seems to be, is he still a hog? i
he is, they treat him as such.

Aod when a hog has merits of his own,
he never puts on aristocratic airs, nor claims
any particular respect on account of his
family connections : and yet some Hogs
have descendad from very gncient families,

ness to be either.a justification or exicung. Lsain

Presbyterian Church of Troy, N.Y.” do|
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G V.
From the Newcastle Farmer.

TO THE PRESIDENTS,

Vice-Presinents, Dinrcrons, SECRETARIES
AND MEMBRRS OF THE AGRICULTURAL S0
G1ETIRs, THROUGuOUT WaesteErn Canapa,

GENTLEMEN ¢
At a mecting of the Directors of the

Provincial Agricultural Association, lately

hield at Toronto, an' extract from the pro-

ings of which is bereto sppended,* you

!laubnorvo that amongst other things, the

sident igdirected to address the Agricul-

tyrists thiughout the Province in behalf of
the Association,

You are aware that an Act incorporating
this Institution has been recently passed,
l&d that under its provisions, two Exhibi-
tions have been held,~one in Toronto in
October 1846, and the second in Hamilton;
#a October last, It is also decided that the
next Exhibition shall be held in Cobourg,
in the Newcpstile District, on the first
TFuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri-
day in October next.

%‘be Premiums awarded at the two for-
wer Exhibitions, amounted to about twelve
hunded pounds ; of this sum, nearly three
hundred pounds remain yet unpaid, The
amount. required for Premiums at the next
Exhibition, .will fall little short of seven
bundred pounds.

Thus, Gentlemen, you will see that near-
Jy one thousand pounds will be required for
the above purpose, and for this the Provin-
cial Association are wholly dependent upon

ou.

A An application will be made at the next
Bession of the Legislature for a grant from
the public funds in aid of this important In-
stitution, and it is cunfidently €xpected to
be successful, But it must be clearly un-
derstood that po part of this can be got for
this year's operations ; and under these cir-
cumstances, the Bociety must, as on formn-
er-occasions, appeal to you for the contri-
bution of a sum equal to the amount of Pre-
wmiums to be awarded at the next Exhibi-
tion,

It is proper that you should be informed
that, in future, all sums of money, voted or
otherwise, ruised fur this abject by the seve-
ral Agricultural Sogieties throughout the
Province, shail be applied solely to the pay-
ment of Preminms ; and that the local ex-
penses, for enclosures, erections of build-
ings, and other pecessary preparations,
shall be borne by the inhalitants of the
loeality in which the Exhibition for the tinie
i Lbo boldan.

-

fo many advantages have been produced,—
Socictics for promoting science and litera-
ture, arts and virtue in general.  Foremost
amost these Associations may be clessed
those for the support of manufactures and
agricultore,

Now, as all are more or less intimately
concerned in the benefits, and dependent on
the skill of the ullers of the soil, it behoves
all 10 aid and assist in all measures calcu-
lated to benefit the community at large, 1t
is, ind imperative on all who lave a
spark of patriotisin, to combine with such
bodies as are formed for carrying out to the
utmost the whole ayailable resources of the
country, and the geniue and abilities of its
population,

In proportion as we can raise amongst
ourselves these necessaries which all de-
mand, and those supplies which the more
wealthy require, in such proportion will be
our true happi and independ

Wealth, in whutever shape, must in
Canada, as an agricultural country, spring
from the soil, and proceéd from ‘the ekill
and industry of the farmer ; and to encour-
age that industry and develope that skill,
such Societios as *“ The Provincial Agricul-
tural Association” are formed, and in the
benefits arising from such institutions,
every class must participate—artisan, me-
chanic, manufacturer, and merchant.

Experience has so fully proved that with-
out unity of purpose no community can ex-
pect to accompii=h any great ohject, that it
would seem a work of supererogation to
dwell upon that topie.

From small beginnings, within the term
of about twenty years, a partial and imper-
fect organization has indeed been going on
in isolated situations within the Province ;
and although some local benefit has been
derived, still it is evident, without a combi-
nation and céntralization of our energies, no
lasting good to the Province at large need
be luvked for,

BT. GEORGE'S DAY.

We intended to give_,:;n readers the marvel-
lous romance on which, the whole innumerable
ceremonies of St. George's day are founded ; but
on examining our cabinet of curiosities, we find
we sre not in possession of & good version of the
Legend, and therefore, we may just state that it
helongs to the same class of worke of fiction, as
Blue Beard and Jack the Gisot killer,but of mueh
greater aotiquity. [t is w wonderful story of
somebody whom - imagination has called St.
George, fighting and killing a eruel Dragon, snd
thereby saving the Princess of Sylene! Some
notion of the vagueness and sbsurdity of the
tradition may be gleaned from the fullowiog arti-
cle.—Ep. H,,8.

8T. GEORGE.

There are some circumstances in the
hietory ot Russia which abate our preten-
sions tv our celebrated saint. In that
country he is much revered. His figure
occursin ill the churches, represented as
usual, riding on a horse, and piercing a
drugon with his lance. This device also
forms part of the arms of the Russian
sovereign, and is on deveral of the coine,—
Certain English historians have conjectured
that Ivan Vassilievitch II., being presented
with the garter by queen Elizabeth,assumed
the G+ orge and the dragon for his arms and
ordered it to be stamped upon the current
money, But it does not appenr that the tzur
was created a knight of the garter; and it is
certain that the sovereigns of Moscow bore
this device before they had the least con-
nection with England. In Hackluyt, vol, i,
p- 255, Chanceler, the first Englishinan who
discovered Russia, speaks of u despatch vent
in 1554, from Ivan Vassilievitech to queen
Mary :—* This letter wus written in the
Mascovian tongue, in letter much like to
the Greeke letters, very faire written in
paper, with a broade seale hanging at the
satie, sealed in paper vpon waxe. This

The means for such an union have now
been afforded by the Act passed for the In- |
corporation of the Provincial Association ;
and a grant of five thousand pounds pcr|
annum has been made to aid in the forma
tion and extension of District, County, and
Township Societies ; but no moncy has, as |
vet, been appropriatel for the suppurt of |
this Institution, 4 |

It remains, therefore, for you, Gentlemen,
and indeed the whole of the population {for
all arg interested,) to say whether you will
apply part of your means, either public or
privato. ta tha cuppart of thia woyr amu

Besides the sum necessary for the last
mentioned purpose, which will not be less |
| than £250, to be raised by subscriptions in
the vicinity of Coboyrg, I am authorised to |
state_that the several Agiicultural Socie- |

ties in the Culborne and Newcastle Dis-
tricts hav g‘g;_y.:_,rvnprl}lu\l nearly £250 to- [
{ wards the Premiums, s

Placed, a= I have the honour to be, at the
head of this Institution, which must, if pro-
' perly supported, command an influence upon
the destiniesjof Canada beyond that of any
other Assocfation, it would indced be sur-
prising, if én that account alone, I should |
| not feel a frreat anxicty and lively interest
i in the success of our infant society. But
theing a praciieal farmer myself, and having
| spent nearly half a century amidst the prac-
tical operalions as well as the scicnce of
| Agriculture, in a part of Her Majesty's
! dominions which stands unsurpassed for
| spirit, zeal, and industry in the cause (f
| husbandry, d cancot sufficiently expre-s to
| you the deep solicitude with which I regard
| the dawn of a scientific system, which has
| done so much for the Farmers of the Briuish
Isles.

Amidst the various Associations forined
on every hand for the purpose of fostering
and protecting the arts, sciences, and the
| numerous learned protessions, it would in-
{ deed be strange, as it would be disreputable
| to thoe pevple of this Province, if this Asso-
| ciation, calculated as it is to support and
encourage that great class of the comwmuni-
ty to whom all others must look for the
supply of food, should be permitted to lan-
guish for want of pecuniary sustenance.

It has been charged, and ) fear with too
much truth, upon Agriculturists, that im
provements in husbandry encounter great
difficulties, if not direct _opposition, froin
those whose interest it is to support them,
and therefore work their way very slowly ;
whereas innovations and iwmprovements
| made in the mechanic and wanufacturing
departments are seized upon and turned
to advantage as soon as promulgated. T'he
reason of this is obvious. Maoulacturers,
mechanics, mercantile men, and various
other classes, are generally residents - of,
and congregated in, the towns and villuges,

Agricaltural Society, and thereby place it oa
a fair badis,—or whether, by withholding

l your aid at this critical juncture of its his-

tory, you willruin the prospecis now open-
iy before you.

Such a result T cannot by possibility an-
ticipate, and in the fullest confidence of

Tyonrsupport;commrit-the-interests—of e

Institution to your keepin
I have the Lonour to be,
Your very obodient seryant,
ADAM I'ERGUSSON,
President of the Provincial Ageicaltural
ssociation, C, V.

Ix*!n(‘,n,

POPULATION OF T'HE GRAVE.

From the extensive calculation, it seems
the number of human births since the birth
of Christ to this tune, 18 about thirty -two
thousand millions ; and after deducting the
present supposed popalation of the world,
(960,000,000,) leaves the number of thirty
one'thousand and-forty mllions that huve

thirty thousanl and eighty |
Of this pumber in the grave, |

number ot

millions.

about,
8,000,000,000 have died by war.
7,920,000,000 by fawine and pestilence.

900,000,000 by martrydom.

580.000,000 by itoxicating drink. |

13,000,000,000 natural or, otherwige,

Thus it will be seen that war and strong
drink have eent nearly one third of the
human race to a premature grave.

The calculation upon this subject might
be extended to an almost indefinite length,
and perhaps, too, with propricty, if thought
and meditation’ would dwell upon them, and
deduct the morsls from each and every
avenue. . For instance, if strong drink has
now had its 550,000,000 of victims, how
many more must it have béfore the moderate
drinker will lay his shoulder to the pledge
of reform ;  Suppose but thirty davs of
intense agony and misery to be the lot of
each, what ia the amount in the aggregate ; |
Suppse it required no more than, filty bnsh- |
cls of graia distilled to Mmaké a wan a drund-
ard  how lung would it last famishing

and have intercourse and interchange of sen-
timents, by reason of greater facilitios than
the farmers, from their 1solated position, can
ever possess. We must therefore, if we
would improve our condition, either physi-
cally, morally, or mentally, remove the ob-
etacles by increased exertion, and determine
to unite and make common cause with our
brethren all over the world, in placing our
profession upon a scientitic foundation, by
which, with far less labour and toil, we may
expect to reap advantages which every
other effort and exertion in the power of
man will fail to accomplish.

From elich considerations have arisen
those numerous public Societies from which

* Note from Minutes of Committee Meeting:

Resolved, That au appeal to the several Agri-
cultural Societies of Western Canada be drawn
up and circulated, urging the necessity of re-
newed and vigorous action on the part of the
friends of Agriculture, Maoufactures, &ec. &e
throughout the Proviace, especially for the pur-
pose of ining this iation ; and that
Thomas Page and Heary Ruttan Esqrs, of Co-

Europe ; nay, even the wullivns ot barrels
of flour,

Supposey again, that each drunkard- loses
or wasies ooly ten years of lus life, at
three shillings per day, how wmany solid
globes of gold of the wize of our eartu
would it (%653 080,000,000) purshase ;—
Make your uwn calculations, not only up- |
on these supposed casos, but any others of
which the subject is susceptible, and the
result will astonish you, and perhaps lead
to a somewhat different course in life.—
The estimates are many of them below
the reahty.—Merchuat's Ledger.

A Staruive Facr.—Gov Brigas, at” the
Temperance m-eting in Fanual Uall, Boston
on Tuesday evening last, stated that the
report of the Committee appointed to in
quire in regard to theidiots in the Common-
wealth showed that there were from 1200 to
1300 of that unfortunate class, and also the
sstoanding fact that 1100 to 1200 of ihew
were bora of daunken parents !

The total popu'ation of Ilamilton is as-

hourg, be a Committce to carry this resolution

inte effect.

certained by the census taken in 1448, tw be
9,060,

gone duwn Lo the grave ; giving death and | 4 the dato 1330, were still legible,
the grave the victory over the living to the | appears-from this basso-relievo that he wag

seale was much like the broad seale of Eng-
lund, having on the one side the image of*
a man on horscback in complete harnesse
Jighting with o dragon.”

Russinn coins of w very carly date re-
present the figure of a horseman spearing
a dragon; oue particularly, of Michael
Androvitz appears to have been struck in
{ 1303, forty years before the institution of
| the order uf the garter in Englapd.  Frou
| this peiiod, pumerous® Russian !coins are
| successively distinguished by the same
emblem, Various notions have ‘been put

forth concerning the origin of the fizure :
but It seens prul( abie bat the KuSsians

reccived the image of St. George and  the
[ dragon either rom the Gretks or from the
| ‘Tartars, by both of whom he was much
| revered ; by the-former as a christian saint
{and martyryand by the lntter as a prophet
|or adeity. We know from Listory, that
lin the fourth or fifth century he was much
{ worshipped amongst the Greeks ; and that
| alterwards the crusaders, during their figst
{expedition into the Holy Land, found many
| temples crected t) his honour. The Rus-
l'eluns, the re, who were converted to
[ christianity by the Greeks, certainly wust
| have received at the same time a lerge
| catalogue-ofmaints “which made an essentiat
| part of the Greek worship, and there can Lo
{ bo reagon to uusgine that St. George wae
| omitted.
| In avilla of prince Dolgorucki, near
Mouscow, 1s an old baeso-1elicve of Nt.,
| George and the dragom, found in a ruined
{ chureh at butermen, ia the Crimea; it had
a Greek inncription alnust erased, but the
words AlOO TEOPIOO, or St, (.‘-eorgc,
Asis

{

worshipped in the Crunca so near the court
of Rlussia when the great dukes resided at
Kiof, his introduction into that country s
casily accounted lor,

Stllyitis very likely that the Russiang
reccived from the Tartars the image of a
horéeman spearing a serpent, as represented
upon’ their ‘most ancient: coins, and w hich
formed-a part of the great duke's arms, to-
wards the beginning of the sixteenth een-
tury. The Russiana had vone befure they.
were conquered by the 'artars ; and svon
after they were brought under the Fartar
yuke, they struck money. ' ‘The firet
Russian cuins bear a Tartar inscrption,
afterwards, with "J'artar letters on vne side,
and Russian charucters on Lhe other ; any
there is still preserved in the cabinet of St,
Petersburgh, a piece of money, exhibiting a
horseman piercing a dregon, with the name
of the great duke in Russian, and on the
reverse a ‘l'artar inscription,

"I'ie story of a saint or a deity spearing
a dragon, was known all over the vast
among the ‘Malometans, a person called
Gergs or George, under a similar figure,
was wuch revered as a prophet ; and sunilar
emblems have been uiscovered amung many
barbarods natwns of the east. \Whether
these nations took it from the Grecks, oe
the latter trom them, cannot be ascertamed 3
tor of the real existence of sueh a person a4
St. George, no positive proofs have ever
been advanced,

But whether the Russiane derived St,
George from the Greeks or the ‘Varturs, it
18 ceitain tht s figure was adopted e
the arms of the-grand dukes, and taat ¢ .
emblem of the saint and the dragon, bas
been uniformly represented on the reverse
of the Russian coins,

With respect to the arms, Horberstein,

lin his account of his embussy 1o Muscuw

in 1318, under Vassili Ivanoviteh, has given
a wouden print of that prinee, st the bul-
tom ol which are engraved by arus, Lo-
presenting a naked man ou horsebuek, pleies
g aserpent with bis lince. The cqueetrian
figarc 1n this device has a Tartac-ike wpre
peatance, and is so coarse and rudey, that
ILseems to have been derived from peuple
inafar mpre uncivibized state of sucletly
than thu Grecks: add to this, th
Greoks always represented Si. Geor
in armour,
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