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he had really taken a fancy to him, he 
became decidedly interested in seelms 
his suit with Rosa prosper. of

It had not prospered so far, spite of 
all the persistence subservience and 
arts of the young man. He had gained 
every advantage of position to urge 
his suit, but he could see only too plain- 
ly that he had not made the least pros- 
ress in displacing Claude Rolfe to the 
affections of the young lady. To the 
young man this did not cause any great 
amount of disappointment, as his heart 
was not so much engaged as to suffer 
many pangs, and he felt reasonably 
certain of success in the end It Claude 
did not return, which he was not likely 
to do while the war lasted. But the 
elder Saybrook was not so philosophi­
cal over the matter. He felt the gravity 
of the step he had taken in using the 
fraudulent deeds, and wished to fortify 
his position tn every possible way 
against all contingencies of the future. 
He saw that It would be a good stroke 
of fortune for Ralph to secure the only 

1 daughter of the rich old farmer, and he 
was anxious to expedite matters so as 
to prevent any possible risk of failure 

. from any unwished-for developments, 
as well as to make sure of strengthen- 
ing his position against any future le- 
gal troubles by the alliance with his
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, Bo it was with a sudden emotion 5 
joy that, one day. as she was watering 
her cherished flower-bed in the front 
yard, she saw the familiar form of old 
Carl Crum descending the road that led 
toward the house from the village. It 
seemed strange that she hadnot thought 
of him. She knew that Claude had al- 
wavs highly esteemed the faithful old 
ways and that he was devoted to the 
Rolff family, and she felt an irresistible acsire to talk to him. There was no 
reason for hesitation, for her father was 
away from home, and she was familiar­
ly acquainted with the kindly but ec- 
centric old man. who had always petted 
her when he met her since she was a 
little girl, and was at all times as ap- 
attechable by the young and innocent 
pr well could be. So Rosa unhesitating- 
ly set down her watering pot, and hast­
ened to the gate to intercept him.

A pleasant smile lit up the old man » 
rough, bearded face as he drew near. 
“Good day. Mr. Crum," said Rosa, 
with courtesy.

“Ah good day. my rosebud, replied 
old Carl as he took her hand and press- 
ed it in his horny paw. "Let me look 
at you." he added, as he adjusted his 
spectacles. "Yes, yes, 1 see—your face 
has grown older and thinner; and there 
is a trace of trouble in it, I fancy. Its 
the way of the world, and a sad world 
It is for the good and the pure. It 
ought to be some years yet before your 
face should show care, my pretty one.

"I have good reason for trouble, re­
plied Rosa, with a simple frankness 
that indicated her entire absorption in 
the object of her quest. "I thought 1
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80 Anthony Saybrook took every 00-, 
caston to interest the old farmer in 
Ralph’s behalf, artfully seeking to ex­
cite his cupidity by frequent references 
to the old woods and the adjoining 
meadow lands which he knew in the 
eyes of the old man were one of the 
most tempting of prizes.

These efforts had their effect on far­
mer Bruyn. He became more and more 
interested in the project of the match 
between Ralph and his daughter, and 
his interest was not the less because 
he could see that Rosa was secretly sor- 
rowing over her separation from Claude 
This latter fact especially worried the 
old gentleman. To be sure, their seem- 
ed no probability of Claude ever return- 
ing to make trouble, but It angered him 
to think that his daughter’s affections 
should be wasted at all on such a grace- 
less scamp. So he took frequent occa­
sion to commend and praise Ralph Say. 
brook in her hearing, and to let her 
know by what he no doubt considered 
delicate hints that it would be pleasing 
to him to see her encourage the young 
man’s suit. ,

Rosa received all these indications
her father’s wishes in silence. This en­
couraged him to believe that she would
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ence for the city, on a sloop that would 
Bail that very day, turned and left her 
with a cheery word to be of good heart- 
And then, kneeling down on the soft 
greensward, in the shadow of the tall 
stone gateway, the fair girl prayed 
fervently that her letter might reach 
its destination, and the clouds of sorrow 
that surrounded her be dispersed.
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CHAPTER XX.
was not without some trepidation 

that Anthony Saybrook finally resolved 
on the bold step of recording the deeds 
which would make him pratical master 
of Rolff House and a considerable por­
tion of the estate connected therewith. 
His wary nature did not allow him to 
proceed in his villany without many 
thoughts and misgivings. He fully be- Heved that the chantes were all in favor 
of his never being seriously troubled, by 
Claude; yet he could not butt forsee the 
possibility that the war might suddenly 
end. and the young man come to a 
knowledge of his treachery before he 
had obtained that advantage of long 
occupation of the place which he con­
sidered quite essential to the full suc­
cess of his plans in case It became nec- 
essary for him to defend his title before 
the law.

Nevertheless, he could not hesitate. 
Having resolved on his course, the soon, 
er he made himself master of Rolf 
House the better So the fraudulent 
deeds were recorded, and the little com- 
munity was soon afforded full confirm­
ation of all its suspicions of the opera- 
tions of theshrewd unscrupulous lawyer 
Anthony Saybrook took occasion to ex- plain publicly bow It was that he came 
to be the owner of Rolff House. His ex- 
planation was to the effect that Claude 
had wanted money on any terms and at 
any price; he had furnished it, and. of 
course had taken the best security he 
could get. Which was securing of the 
deeds in question; and he shrewdly ex­
plained that he had not designed to use 
the deeds so soon, but as war had 
broken out, and all hope of the young 
heir returning to redeem his premises 
had been thwarted, he had hastened 
his possession of the house because it 
was without an occupant, he being Ute 
able to get any one to live in it, and the
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would speak to you, Mr. Crum 
whether you had heard from Cla
since he went away. . ,_ 

The old man stroked his head a mo­
ment as if in troubled thought.

| "I hear from him?" he answered. 
“Yes, yes, rosebud, to my sorrow. You 
know 1 am In disgrace at Rolf House. 
He wrote me dismissing me from the 
house—that is nil. But you surely have

* heard from the young master, and 1 would fainenquire news of him of you." 
"Not a word have 1 heard from him 

since be left here," replied Rosa, with 
just a hint in her tones of the anxiety

olk Baking Powderspeedily yield.
Still, the days passed on, and Rosa 

grew more quiet and sad. and Ralph's 
suit failed to make progress. The old 
farmer began to be troubled.

"What alls you, child?" he said to 
her one day. as he entered the house 
and found her sitting sad and with 
tears stealing down her face by a win- 
dow—so absorbed in her mood as not 
to have noticed his entrance. Dunder 
and dounds, you're no longer my merry 
little girl. Crying for that scamp of 
a Claude Rolff. eh!. For shame! He’s 
no fellow for a girl to cry her eyes out 
about—the rascal. Be a brave little 1 
frow, now. Cast him off as he has cast 
you off; and let there be an end of this. 
There’s another lover waiting your fa- 
vor girl; a better one. or Im no judge. 
He’ll have the guilders, and konw how 
to care (or ’em, too—which is more than 
1 can say tor your other lover Ive 
held you for a wise, obedient little 
girl Rosa; now show your spirit, cheer 
up and we'll have a wedding and in­
fair one of these days that will do my 
old heart good."

."No, no, father," replied the unhappy 
girl gazing up with a pleading look in 
her soft grey eyes, I do not wish to marry. I do not care ever to leave you., 
I will be content and happy here. L 
me always stay with you.".

1 "Stay —of course you shall stay," re- 
piled the old man. “Dunder and blit- 
zer did you think I'd ever let any fel­
low carry you away? No, no the man 
that marries you must stay here. 
There's room enough and to spare I 11 
never give up my little Rosa; and that’s 
why I want no rake-helly, that cant 
stay at home, to have you."

To be Continued.
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at her heart."
“Indeed. Indeed,” muttered the old( 

man. "This is strange—strange. But 
why do I say strange, when the grace- 
less villain, Anthony Saybrook, has had 
the influencing of master Claude’s 
mind? There seems no evil influence 
that he is incapable of exerting, and no 
scheme of villainy so desperate but that 
he succeeds in it.. Ah. I fear that my 
young master has been caught wholly 
in his fatal snares, and that there are 
evil days ahead for Rolff House, They 
tell me that he has papers that will give 
him control of the whole property. 
There’s villainy—damnable villainy in 
it. I suspected it—I knew it all along.

"Why did you not warn Claude, 
asked Rosa.....

The old man gravely shook his head.
"It was usless then," he made an- 

swer. "But I might have written him 
when I saw the villiany unmasking: 
and I did not. I thought what right 
had I to be interfering in the affairs 
of my betters, and which perhaps I 
did not understand. And it is now too 
late. This war cuts off all chance or 
warning him. The thieves can plunder 
at their will.” . .

"And there Is no way to send him a 
letter? Think, Mr. Crum. You are 
wise and shrewd, f know. There mus 
be some way to warn him.", 

'Old Carl stroked his beard throught- 
filly for some time, and at intervals 
muttered indistinctly to himself. At 
last Rosa could catch his words:

"It might be," he was muttering; 
"there is just a chance—hardly & 
chance, indeed; but the Lord might di­
rect it. There is One powerful to strike 
down the wicked, and circumvent their 
plans, and It might be—It might be 
He would aid us." He raised his tones. 
"I was thinking," he continued, "that 
there was just one chance opened to 
us; it’s a desperate one—a vain one, 
perhaps; and yet it may be the oppor­
tunity the Lord opens to us to foil & 
scheme of villainy. An old sailor frier* 
of mine has come here to see me, and 
say good-bye, before he sails in a pri­
vateer now fitting out. He is a trusty 
fellow, and there Is just a chance that 
if a letter were put in his hands he 
might some day run into some Euro­
pean port where he could mail it, and 
that it might safely escape the tur­
moils of war and reach my young mase 
ter. It seems an idle thing to hopes 
but we can send It off with our pray- 
ers, and my experience of life Is that 
the Lord is often kinder to us than our 
weak faith merits. We can put our 
trust In him and try the plan. It is
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place was going to deca? and needed 
supervision and repair. ftafsctorv

This explanation proved satisfactory 
to most people. They saw only that the 
lawyer had been afforded a rare chance, 
to enrich himself at the expense of the 
foolish young heir, and they did 
question the means now that it was 
dent he had the property safely enough 
in his possession and would be 
richest and most powerful man in th 
section.

On no one did this transaction make 
a deeper impression than on old Jacobus 
Bruyn. To him It was evidence not 
only of the truth of his prediction In re­
gard to the recklessness and worthless- 
ness of Claude Rolff, but it placed the 
lawyer in the position of being the only 
man in the world who owned that which 
he coveted, or whose good or bad opin­
ion could affect his peace of mind. 
The old farmer was himself of the most 
rugged honesty in all money matters, 
and at the bottom of his heart he des­
pised the means by which Claude had 
been cheated out of his inheritance; 
but he was of too worldy-wise and 
money-loving a nature to trouble him­
self much about the moral aspect of the 
matter. He could see plainly that 
from the turn events had taken, youns 
Ralph Saybrook would be the richest 
young man In the neighborhood and 
the heir of lands that he prised tar

e
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The Brave Spanish Omteer Living In
Obscurity and Neglect.

Bellamy Storer, United States minis­
ter to Spain, said in the course of a re- 
cent interview In Denver:

“Poor old Cervera is living in obscur­
ity and comparative poverty now. Ne 
Spanish minister would dare to give 
him any post now, since he received 
evidences of the good will of the 
American people. He gets no pay 
while not on duty and can get no 8s- 
signment."

There are few more pathetic figures 
in modern history than "poor old Cer- 
vera." That he went out of Santiago 
under orders from Spain’s political rep- 
resentative in Cuba and that he knew 
he faced almost certain death, together 
with the destruction of bls fleet, there 
is no shadow of doubt But that fright- 
ful chance be took as a good sailor 
would take it, and after a one sided 
battle which was unparalleled for de­
structiveness be was finally rescued in 
the very nick of time, still dignified, 
still courageous and still every inch the 
man despite experience that would 
have appalled the stoutest heart

It was no wonder that the American 
people rose as one man to do honor to 
such a brave foe. It was a mingling 
of respect and admiration which a 
brave people must always feel for 
bravery wherever shown and for de­
feat bitter and overwhelming, yet 

brave with dignity and self respect 
No man deserves to stand higher in the 
annals of Spanish heroes than Cervera. 
Some day even Spanish historians will 
do him justice, but we fear it will be 
after be is dead.
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our only hope."
Rosa caught eagerly at this plan, 

hopeless as It seemed.
|•Yes." She exclaimed. "It is our only 

hope, and we will try it, and pray the 
|good Lord to direct it safely. I will EV 

in the house now and write my letter; 
and you, Mr. Crum, must write all you 
know, and to-morrow I can bring my.

I
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letter to you." ..,
" "No, no,” replied the old man, tis 
too long a walk for you to come down 
to the ferry; and I must needs be up 
to the village during the morning; and 
if you will walk down toward Rolfe 
House at nine o’clock you will find me 
there. It is some sort of pleasure tor 
me to linger round the old house, 
though I may not enter it."

In truth, old Carl did not allow a day 
to pare In which every meant of en­
trance to Rolff House was not carefully 
scrutinized by him. It caused him 
great anxiety to see the house lonely 
and unguarded, and he took every 
means in bis power to guard it as vig­
ilantly as he could.

Rosa wrote a long letter to Claude 
detailing her troubles and anxiety, the 
rumors that prevailed in regard to 
Anthony Saybrook’s treachery, and her 
suspicions in regard to the plot that 
had been put in motion to separate 
them, and next day, at the hour ap- 
pointed, she wandered down toward 
Rolff House, where, at the gate, she 
found old Cari, who took her letter, 
and, telling her that he must hasten 
back as his friend was to leave at
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