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The Bomb

'OMB ‘tossing in New Yo‘r\:‘ ity
da&es back' & matter of twelve or
tﬂltteen years, and from the first it
proved so popular as a means of
cdercion on the part of the"des'
perate band of criminals who re-
‘sorted ko its use tnat the police vegard it
ax the most dangerous of all u"apons
they have to face. While those ‘who
‘place’ and ignite these Lngines of death
‘afd muallv criminals of the lowest ‘order
of m'te!hgence. yet in every case the mas-
ter minds-directing such efforts are cun-
ning and ingenious and often defy detec:
tion for montbs, or even years.
In: discpssing the introduction of the

}{?my by Black Hand operatives in New
vk city »Jooeph Petrosivnc. lietitenant

of-‘police ‘and ‘commander of the first |

It&lhn squad ever arganized here. once

d T8

inl¢ss ‘summary and heroic gction is

takdn to crush-this type of crimixnal the
lives: of none. in' this city will “he! gafe.
Wherever the chance lies for extprtxqp
money these’ fiendish murderers will hold
the thrgat of an exploding bomb pver the
heads of the persons they seek to bla
mail. ” Let them-get away with JUst one
such attempt and there will’ be nothebk-
ing themys -

»+ *“We can beat down the man who- goes

around. ‘with: ledded -révplversin' his
pockets, “and *we-know ‘how ‘to meize @
iriminal whom ‘we know- to-be ai«gxpert
wielder ‘of the stiletto. But thesg
whe- qku{k ground ‘with hqr.ppa
under " theif coats or innocent
bupdies - apd togs ‘them into h;ﬂwayu,
thus imperilling the'lives of all who'slesp
‘within; is’ a mew iienace that we lirtle
bargained for when we undertook te wipe
out.the Mafia, the Black Hand and ather
secret societias which the criminal Italign
fugmves haye formed. in the United
States.”
A Man of Few qudo-

Petroging was a man of few: words.
Even his intimates never found®him in
what might be termed a talkative' moed.
What he had to say he voiced in the few-
est pessible -words, but always i terms
that left ng doubt as to the speaker’s sin-
cerity.* -From -the days when he first
donned the uniform of a policeman
Petrogino_reqlised from [the epge with
which TItalian murderers - and - black-
mailers -conld flee from their pative land
to: enter, unchallenged, any port in the
United States that trouble’ was in sight.
He knew/that with scores upon scores of
well-to-do Italians prospering and emjoy-
ing lives of ‘comfort in the big and little
cities of the' United States the time
would” come ‘when' their ‘lawless fellow
countrymen would seek to wring from
them their hard’earned savings by fair
means or foul. All these facts he com-
mudnicated to those in&uthority, but none
treated his' watning seriously, and to-day
New York'is paying the penalty For its
negligence in: the lack of proper' police
activity ‘&t @' ‘time when spch depreda-
tions might havé been nipped in the bud.

Thousands "of - bombs ' have heen ‘ex-
pladed, and each with eriminal intent; in
New York city since that day in 1902
whgn s:clumgily fashioneéd inférnal ma-
clyine” i ‘tossed from'@ ydrd" in Park
street: gud 'fell upon ' the gidewalk of a
drug store at Park and Mulberry streets:
Little 'or no:damage -followed -this ‘abor-
tive attempt, ‘but:the Italian idetectives
were even mhare keenly alive to' what it
meant than .others:in.the department. It
was an opening wedge, and as tire one
who tossed the explosive escaped detec-
tion it was only a question of time, the
detgctives knew, befare another would be
tessed ‘and, mrluw, .with .more sgripus
results.; ... .

Buluﬁon of Ilu Boub

In trecing the history of-the bomb in
New York city nothing impresses one
mope forcibly than its eyplution—the
rapid improvement made in the fashion-
ing of these:'infernal machines and their
ever increasing-deadliness. Crude and
bungleseme in - the earlier efforts, the
bomb of to-dayis mechanically- perfect
and so arranged that it can-be exploded
in .2 dozen different ways. Once' the
maker timed the moment of explesion: by
the length of fuse he attached. Now ‘the
mechanism of an alarm cloek ‘is -pressed
into geryice .sq that: the blgst-éan be
timed to .a second, --Once these infernal
machines wera likely to “hang fire,” due
to climatie- copditions or defective fuse.
To-day. they never miss and explode ‘with
death dealing' effect. - The  bombmaker
has kept &tep -with the march of progress
just as-consistently as all other mechani-
cal-geninges ‘who "excel in their lines.

This was the preblem that Retrosino
and his little band of Italian detectives—
so grudgingly allotted him—had to solve.
Their progresg in this direction was re-
markable when all" is’ congidered, but
when a hostilg: Police Commissioner. un-
did with- a- single steoke of the pen all
that years 'had been required to aceom-
plish, it is little wonder that bomb ‘eut-
rages so increased and mutiplied in New
York city within the last few years. The
first setback came with the murder of
Petrosino by ‘the Black Hand  in Italy.
There. were men in his squad, trained by

bis hgnd. who capld bave continped lis |

work, - but Commissioner Waldo
would not have it so. - He disbanded: the
Italiyn squad and -its members were
1cattered to all parts of the cityy To-
day Commissioner - Wooils is at pork
waking arcingements to resssemble it
tnd nn{"‘.mro, perhaps, eriminal Ttal- |
ians wi.®.ind a firm hand réady to
ebeck their lawless and murderous Opel‘ﬂ‘

good

|

L e

leenth street tenement.
for’s window, City Hall.

tence,

1. Chemical or chlorate bomb found at No. 714 Second avenue. 2. Gaefano
imperato was caught lighting this chemical bomb in East Eleventh street; sentenced.
3. Bomb found -on -Giuseppe Costabile, Black Hand bomb throwjngs leader; was sent’
t0:'Sing Sing for seven years. 4. Gas'pipe bomb sent through mail to Jacques
Frank. 5. Giovanni Rizzo was caught lighting this chemical bombiin an East Thir.
6. Four 'stick dynamite bomb planted under Mayor Gay-
7. Dynamite bomb for which Bortola Minutelio, the maker,
wag sentenced to one year in the penitentiary. 8. Bomb found at No. 402 East-

-Eleventh street, composed of two sticks of dynanute,daclnc tapeand“ulmlnate ofi |
| mercury cap. 9. Chemical or chlorate bomb taken apart by the pofice; 10. Two
'gtick dynamite bomb found in tl)p possession of Angelo Cuchiara; he received a sen-

tions among the honest and highly re-
spected members of their fellow country-
men.

The first bombs set off in New York
are what the police to-day designate as
“scare ‘'bombs.” When a demand for
money had been made by the Black Hand
and the siim was not speedily forthcom-
ing " blackmailers would remind the vie
tim '0f*his tardiness by exploding what iz
now !{uo“n as a “pumpkin bombp.” Thi:
donsisted” of ‘a guantity ef black powder
in & paper bag bound around by wad
cardbogrd and wrapped tight with rags.
A fuse inserted in the mouth of the bag
wauld' be “lighted and when it burned
down to the powder the “bomb” would go
off with a booming roar, filling the gir
with 8 pall of thick, black smoke and a
pungent odor. There could be no doubt
in the mind of the recipient of the Black
E4nd demand and threat as to whom this
reminder was intended for. < While these
bombs were harmless ‘in themselves
the effect was sufficiently terrifying to
cause the person threatened-to get busy
and send the money demanded of him
thtough the channels designated in the
letters he had received.

«

¢Pumpkin Bombs.”

¥From the " first appearance of the
“pumpkin  bon:bs”  Petrosino - redoubled
his efforts in tne Italian quarter. With
difficulty he ascertained just who in the
building ‘where the ‘explosive was set off
had been threatined and then, clew by
elew, followed the lead until he discov-
ered just what group. was levying black-
mail in that gnarter. He was ignorant
as to the character of the bomb nsed, al-
though he coacluded that “its bark had
been worse than its-bite,” since so little
damage was done. A few weeks after

the first attempt of this kind was made
One of these |

his efforts weve rewarded.
rag bound: bags of powder with, fuse at-
tached was fonnd-in front of a barber
shop in: West Broadway, near Houston
street. Mhe fiise, -dampened by rain, had
gone out and the “pumpkin” was intact
when found.

The great bulg ¢1 the “bomb” gave the
police an idea. An. order was at once
issued to all policemen on post instruct-
ing them to stop any and -all’ Italians
they met who might be carry ing a ‘bulky
bundle.

1

|

"Bhey were told.to examine mi- !

1 ‘contents of ghese ‘bundles and |

therein
found’ the

should . anything
“pumpkin lmml» be
5hnuld Le anostml at once.
leaked fréely fromy Dolice Headquarters
in those days and the w ily Black Hand-
ers were aware of the order even before it

resembling a
ownpr
But news |

! then on bomb outrages th

went forth. In Louseqt.cuce new tactics
were employed.

Thereafter bombs were fashioned by re-
mevicg the tops of olive oil esns and the
interior tharoughiy dried by hzgjng in an
oven. The ‘ean was filled fei2powder
and then sealed, « hole sufficiently large
bsing left in one end to permit the inser-
tion of a fuse. Petrosino scon learned of
the new style bomb aud fresh orders
weont forth concerning Italians appre-
Leuded with “oil cans.”” All bearing
sueh packages were to he brought to

Headquarters for clese inspection and |

jnterrogation. These cans when exploded
offered a greater resistance than' the
paper bomb affairs, and the effect was
far.:more terrifying than those of the
earlier pattern. Then, too, they were far
more dangerous, for the cans were pacsed
with nails gnd siugs and particles of
serap irop,' and as the c¢an burst these
missiles flew in @1l directions.
‘Handicapped by the drastic order rela-
tive gto oil camns, the Tresourceful Black
Handérs aliglhited upon a new scheimne.
Why not have some one bgyound the pale
of suspicion and an expert in the use of
explosives make the bombs? - In cele-
brating their saint. days Italians wake a
free use of fireworks, mgh as rockets,
Greck fire and torpedoes. Members of
Mano Nero- sought out the fireworks
manufacturers and ordered numbers of
what every child knoyws as “‘giant tor-
pedoes.!” * These were innocent enougi
in appearance uatil a more minute exam-
ination was made. Then it was found
they, too, hddi been’ logded with slugs,
nails and scrap iron, -and when exploded
could wreak great havoe at short range.
These terpedoes.came in chains or links,
and when at last discovered by the police
they hecame krown.as “Dago :bologna
links.” 2
In consequence, at FPetrosino’s sugges-
tign, a néw - order went: forth:—*Look
out for the Dago bologna link and*arrest
at-sight all seen caprying them.".

Stole Dynzmite from Subway.

At about. this time work on the city's
sulhway began.  As the work progressed |
and. blastipng became general the wily |
Black Hamders; many of whom were |
employedin the exeavation work, found |
dynampite casy to procure and iu it recog- I
nized the ideal explosive for the bomb ‘
purpose..”-They had little or'ne trouble
in stealing the dyuaniite sticks from the l
coutractors™ stores hoiser: for in l)msn]
days the restpicticus winding. the ’
storing  of dynaunyite w few. | Froat]
roughout XNew |
incréased rate,

York at an alarming

Henry 1. Kmu No. 1:332 Fulton amue, Bronx, bomh
aker, wholwas blown to death.

and, instead of the hitherto
“seare’” bombs, infernal machinzs that |
wrought hundreds and thousands of dol- |
lars of damage were sgt off at frequent
intervals.

New tactics were employed in setting
off these bombs, whi¢h proved how mpch
ore daring the operators were.becom
ing. In some cases the blackwmailers in
desiring to the: more foreibly remind a
vietim that he was tardy in making his
payments would lower the “pumpkin
bomb down the chimney of ‘the tenement
house in swhich he lived.”

The bomb was exploded on a level
with the floor where slept the victim and
his family, and as it belched forth its
blanket of black pungent smoke to the
accompaniment of an ear splitting roar
their terror beggared all discription as
théy fled ‘to the street. "The
Bozzuffi, -once identified with the Florio
Society. and latterly in the bad graces of
the society, was the victin of at least a
dozen of these bomb attacks prior to the
time his son was kidnapped.. The kid-
napping followed when he declingd to be
blackmailed even by aid of these night
bursting pumpkins.

But with dynamite it was différent.
When thé bombs charged 'with this ex-
plosive went off it mieant buasiness. The
downward course of the crash left the po-
lice in no douht as fo the character of the
mplusne, for 1‘\namlte S "roawst foree is
invariably do-vnward. AVhen these bombs
were exploded {loors were rinped yp, the
ceilings below toin from thevuths ard tl
|- sieeping victims huried beneath
plaster and othel débris, Gas meters in

«<arinless | these

banker,

! fernal
| Wwas that of

tenements were invariably torn
loose from their fastenings by such ex-
plosions and a new pe® was added zs
the half clothed and frenzied tenants
made their way out through the fumes of
fast flowing gasi 3
Composition of the:Bombs.

Bonibs of . this deseripticn were made
by thdmg three Qr four bu(.l\\ uf dyna-

mite tightly to,zt.ther Wlth tape aud sheet
iron hogps. - Fhe. scrap iron, nails and

slugs . would thenp be inserted and these |
Sometimes

concrete would be poured in ameng the

in turn - securgly bound.

missilés and this permitted to dry and
harden after the dynamite interior had
been 7~ refully protectéd by a wrapping
of. oil -clotif

gotting ‘busy and enjoining contractors

and other handlers of dynamite fo place |

every safegudrd-about their storehouses
against'the maraunding groups of Iraligns
employed by . them. Scores of these
bembs were ..ound and  many arresis

were made by the ever alert Petro*mu '

and his ai

Once more fr,ustrate‘d, the Mano Nero
cast - about ‘fer new - emgives of Oeath.
This timieé they selected ~the (fhomical
bomb as the most deadly and the edsiest
(unu‘.ﬂvd Skilled mechanics were el
ployed in  the manufactnre of HH‘}:(' i
machines, and. their kn:;di\:.:rl:
an artist.
Cylindrical binder’s board was chiosen

; had jts Indicrous as well as teagic side.
| Salena wys kupwn alsg by the name of
i Barrone. zuv he
{ tosser for the Dilack Hand but he was

: among scores of owners of valugble live

[-to a prospezroms baker with a ghop at \o

| curely beund within, aud s’xllmd iorth fpr'

. way into the basement. “set”

| ing flash,  a
! crazed with pgin, Salend bounded up the
| stairs.to the street Ievel and, barebgsﬂed

The  greater resistance '
cffererl by " the hardened conprete ¥en- :
dered  tliese bombs fay more dangerqus |
| than any that hgd gone before and re-
sulisd “in’ the Bureau of Combustibles
i-as he stopd before the desk of the lieu-
Just then a xeportet :
. who was standing - near called the at-;

| press himself in English, so 1o satisfac- '

' missiley itk

©and its iptesior filed  with some explo- | s

give of hizh power. A heavy coating of
shellac covered the board and this in turp
was, neatly wrapped. with heavy twing,
Azather conting. ol _shellnc, revdpred [fd
firm and water tight. The mapmn" on
these Loubs was as upiformty aigl heauti-
fulu done as i if a machine had been
used, for not o singie strand was out of
place c1 aliznment.  The slavs pr what-
ever death carryinz mrssiiog ¢hosen wepe
next inserted. and still other coatings of
twine and*shellnc used un il it wits as
cappact and solid as rock. ' The fuse
made its way throuch an inzenjously cox-
trived passage uptil it led divecily to the
explosive. One of these hombs, capable
of Killigg Sfveral persons at close range,
could Le carried.dn the outor. pecket,of a
laborer's uvercoat \\ltlm.x atlrgeling pos
due suspicion.

-he First Arrest.

The fn,t persan arrested in New lork
city fdr: the n'tun‘ expiosion of a bonibh
wwas Saly ntou- Nalena, and. his capture

was pot only a ‘bomb

getively identified with the east side hand | o
of Borse poisapers ' who spread  terror

stoek '

Salena, of Barrone, had sent ‘a ouym-
ber «f letters sccompanied by the usual
demands for money under pain of den'tfa

o Pripge ‘street. l‘a)huv to comply N?"
the blackmaile™ « (h-mam.x ‘the., lnkcx was
infoymed that his plage would be hlgwn
up and that his death, as Well as those of
all_employel there. wogrld follow. The
hake shop was in a basement twelve steps |
leadinz gown from the sidewalk.  Saleua
armed himself with an improved type of

“pumpkin bomb” in which a numbg: pf
nails, scrap iron gnd szm!\es had been, UE-'

the bakery,

The coast was clear, and the baker ‘ard
his helpers (nrtupately were in qqqth‘gr
part: of the hp;ll]mg Sqleqa qmde hm
his bopb,
lighted the fuse and was qhout to’ qtart
for the street again when the bomb pre-
maturely exploded. There was a blind-
terrific toar and, almost

qpegl down the street. ~Ag he turned into
the Bowery e ran into the arms of a po-
liceman ‘wha, failing to’extract a co-

| behind the man who *pR

M

fsmrd
thn police, who we!
Levery! 3
thx'owwlf‘gr‘?;n, due to |
aneies in fhe testimony of Sphpm i
court and that’ which he bad yuviq%
told ‘the police.

As soon as the case ended the de
for mopey on Spinelli were resumed
1lw time of the raid on the bu'ber
the pouqe noticg{l tl;at Giuseppe
a friend of Abagniale and an habma
the latter’s ghop, arrived a few”
after tl}e arrests. were made,
takey into custody, but a Mhl! ”«I
unrelenting watch was’ kept .:Mtfﬂ W
ments. - Maria Abagninle, & sil
Larber. wag in love with ‘O an
too was w:tched t r!iqli 1&

After a renewal of t‘hese thireats Petro-
sino redouﬂeeﬁ:is pt!ﬁrtl wﬁ:?M i
Black Hand group that was p g
Spmelli From clets e picte “up B
time to time he directed  his ‘energie
townrd the npprehenslon “of ' Bona
tura, who e Lad reason to bélive was
the real brains of the conspiracy
the contractar: Three ‘bombs q"

in property owped by the contr
v.;t YALSINg qesu Its. 6“&-9” of.
occgsians Petrosing was only '3

but his qnqrr; escaped. e %

‘From then on Petrosi u neve
ted” Bongventura oiit W
member-of the TtaTign sgubd.
‘that -an attack was' Yo be

“pinelli ﬂlt late one ni
mf"um i ma&’

upmnlsve?t 9.,15'*&? ‘g
i T e

;lw .m;b. and as he cptercd l}w dark
hallway be could just make out (thc foxm

of a ‘man as he enomhed

A%

Buddenly there was 2 Tégble
it fiickered in'the mmwi %rﬁﬁ»
its glare Pwroqno could sée tp wan ‘e
was ~ watchi “invently” apply %
mateli to the | pelike end of i
kpew he mgn ‘his WW
 vety act of sgttigg off

hergnt . explanation . of the man’s wild | =

flight, took him to thg Elizabeth gtreet
police stafion. j
Victim of Own Bamb.

"The prisoner couldn't or wduldﬂ't' ex-

tory explanation could be. got from him

tenant on. duty.
tentipn of the polueman whp made 't
arvest to a little pool of blood in wbléh
fhe cowering nrisoper stood.

The Italjan was fakén ipto. a haek

room,, and . upon. the removal . of Lis -
frousers and upderg: arments it. was fonixd
that lis legs aml waist: resembled the

bgdy -of 74 porcupine.  The  fails and

slugs sk sspiest had imbedded: them-‘

solyes ints -lLis npther llmbp antil be |
fairly  bristled with  them, ']lw vietiny
of his ewi beiph was snffering intepse
agony, yet he siulidly swore that the
which he was peppered

thrmtet- wn(

l No. 217 Fir@

the dét of

| machines. hi

bouse at No, ‘396

4s in all pﬂ\ ¢ suc

i zaye battle befote be ng gu

| o guhjeet f

g‘,g: gngugrlmed hzqhn cell.. ﬁ

sy o, Sing Siog for 3 8¢TeR, JeRt ts_d
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