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] &Lzm#pn AFTERNOON, Apry 28.
PURCHASE OF THE SELKIRK ESTATE.

Han, Col. GRAY It is not nacemsnry to repeat my epproval
of tha principle of the Land Parchase Bill, snd my objeciions
(o the made in which it hae been worked. B is sow for the
Houae to cousider the propriety of the Government entertaining
the proposition of the Barl of Selkirk, and of putting them ina
podition 1o nceept it by enlarging the positions of the Bill. |
segret that my hou. colleague, Mr. Uouse, iz not present, ag it
would be desireble to have the beuefit of his intimate know-
jedge of the Eatate, in the munugement of which he bas been
Ecnﬁ engaged.

r. COOPER —Lord Selkirk gave in his adhesion to the
Conuniesion to which the proposal should be referred. The
fmperial Government knows that it has done wresg, and ihey
should bear a portion of the cosi of repairing the injury.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAN D~-Does tlse hon. member imaging that
the Comumizsioners would recommend terime as hiberal as thuse
offered By Lord Seikirk ? It would be ridiculous to rejot such
a proposal.  If we silow the presen: golden opportunity o pass
vaimproved, the Mail which leaves here on Moaday next will
take howme offers from privete individuals, and middlemen wili
step between the Government aud the seitlers, &s in the case
of the Worrel Estate, Supposing that the Commission should

declare the lands forfeited to the Orowan, they would not be given |

to the people gratis, but would form a source of Revenue.

Mr, COOPER—We are asked to pay about £8,000, whesn
there is a prospect of receivieg money from the Brivish Goveru-
ment, whose suggestion of the Commission was an admission
that they had done wrong. The management of the property,
the surveys, and watching of the timber, &c.; would doeuble
the price to the tenant.

Hon. Mr. WiGHTMAN—Are we justified in declining their
offer, and allowing oiliers to become the purchasers fur 3s. 6d.
currency per acre? My opinion is, that we should embruce
the oppusianity, and thus avoid one of the causes which en-
hanced the cost of the Warrell Estate. Lot 31 might have been
purchased by the Jate Government, had not the agent interfered,
and, representing the Government as unable to purchase it,
bought it himsell at 4s. 4d. sterling per acre, and, Lam in-
formed, now asks 40 sinllings an acre. Had the Goversment
purchased that Lol the tesants would hove had more advan-
tageous termy, and in the case of the Svikuk property, it is idle
1o expect a more liberal proposal. . When the arrears of rent
are remitied the people will be encouraged Lo buy the freeholds,
and the property will be setded, '

How. Mr. Y EO~The offer is 30 low thet no onc can expect
more advantageous terms. The Goverament can get the pro-
perty for less than haif what the Warrell fistate cost.

Several mewbers spoke very briefly, recommending the ac-
cepiance of Lovd Selkirk’s offer, and Hon. Cof. Gray having
submitted u resvlution for increasing the amount ai present
limited for the operation of the Land Purchase Bill by £10,000,

Hon. Mr. COLIS—"The Government now proposes to pur-
chase 48,000 acres of land, in addition to the Worrel Esiate,
and to enable them to effect that object they ave nbout to in-
crease the scope of the Land Purchase Bill. 'They are thus
adopting the pohicy of the late Government ; and jiad not they
and thetr friende used their influence to prevent the Loan Bl
becoming law, money sufficient to buy up all the proprietery
titles could have been obiained at probably less than 4 per cent,
whereas the people will have to pay § under present circums
stances, A great difference of opinion hed taken place in'the
minds of the Government and their supporters since the time
when they denounced the idea of imposing a tax for the purpose
of converting the lessehold into a freehold tenure. Now, it
seems that they have no such objection. As to the manage-
ment of the Worrell Estate and the amount realized from it, up
to the present time, I do not anticipate that the settlers on the
Selkirk property will be willing to pay very highly for their
lands. in fact the most valuable are aiready held in freehold.
The thresrened interpoeition of private speculators unless the
offer be accepted before Monday, is not entitled to much con-
sideration, ag an argument for the House hastily closing with
this offer, which hes been prompted more by regard to the ques-

tion o ?uit Rents thann anything eise. 'I'he Goversment
whould yveter the offer to the Commissivd, to whiek it wonld be
o guide it estimating the value to be putwpon other ?mpertiw;
and they might possibly get the gusraatee of & losn for n gene-
ral purchase, which would save & large amount of interest. i
ais opposed do thé extension of the Land Purchase Bill, untit
the Tmperial Guarsnies shall buve been obieived fov w Toau,
befure which it swill be found hat £30,080 bewring six per vent
inlerest is o8 much sa the counkry cen afiurd for thiw pusticular
vbject.

Hon. Col. GRAY— buve not slierad my opision on the
subjest of the Loan Bill, whieh, i grunted, would have had
disustrous effect spon the Ceoleny; Yorif the resuits of lhe
Tunited operaticus conuseted with the purchass and dispusal of
the Woerrell Estale hnve been su unsaliziactory, the control and
menegement of £100,000'sterling would buve been far more
prejudicial in their consequences,

Mr. COOPER, baving asked if the nidee were to be subject
to investigstion, and the lermws ou wihich Goversment wouid
gettie the 1enants,

Hou. Mr, LONGWORTH—I sm not surprised st ibe per-
sisteney of the hon. wegber, The woender would be, that e
should swerve from the path he has troddenso long.  Whea he
says that it 18 wrong o assumc sny debl on sccount of ihe
purghase of this property, asd that the offer shouid be referved
to the Commission, does he expect that belter lerms wul be
obiained by waiung ? The foct is, | believe, he would not se-
cept the free transfer of the fand, if 18 sccepiance iuvolved ihe
loss of his occupation of agitating the guestios of Escheat. i
thet were granied, and if the lands were declared forfeited,
they could not be afforded Lo the people fur much less than the
price at which they are now offered. [ douy et the snjority
are justly chargeable with incuusisiency in sdvucatiog ihe ac-
ceptance of this offer.  Qur objection was nut 1o the pringiple,
but to the working of the Land Purchuse Bill, with reference w
the Worrell Kstie. Had the price given {ur it nwot been s0
high, and the classification of the best lands so very low, that
properiy might have been self-susiaining. ¥ do not wonder ai
tiie opposition of the hon. meniber, Mr. Coles, it is datural that
he should not be pleased at the prospect of such & properiy as
the Selkick Esiate passing into the hands of the preseal Gaverg-
mant, ot a price g0 low that they can settie the peopie in free-
hold without impesing burdevs on the general pubhc, forif
ordinary prudence be ohserved, the whole amount uf principal,
interest and cost of management will be realized iu eight or wen
years.

Hon. Mr. COLES, having briefly recspitulated his objections
to the proposed action of the House, auad submited an amend-
ment expressive of his views, was followed by the

Hon, By POPI—The hon, member opposes the purchase
for teur that the Govermment wey obtain credit fur the benefita
they will confer upon the people, His wssertion that the
majority opposed hig taxation for the purpvse of converling
tenams o freeholders, i3 true, and the effaws of the Worrell

 Estate justity the opposition, winle had the late Government

succeeded mn pblaining the loan they tried for, I believe ihe
Colony wou'd have been ruined. Such an opioion is but a
legitimate inference from their management of the Worrell
Isstate,  The present Government is inu position very different
from that of their predecessors; they do not intend to send
parties to report upoa the desirability of effecting a purchase,
on the completion of which depend the livings of the very parties
employed to examine and report upon the property. ‘There
is nothng to prevent the Selkirk property being self-sustaining,
for while the rents amount to upwards of £ 1400, the interset (Ts\
the first cest will be only £400 augually. The Hon, Leader of
the Opposition said last night that it would be a good bargain,
and should be accepted ss a compensation for the Worrell
Histate, but now opposes it, and refers the offer to the Commis-
sion, on the deliberations of which [ believe the offer of Lord
Selkirk will have a good effect. [ am happy to bear westimony
to the fact that the hon. member, Col. Gray, is entitled to the
whole credit of the offer having been mude ; and the people of
getl!ﬁ;?} have cause to be grateful for his exertions in their
ehalf,



