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THE MONTREAL TRADE REVIEW.

TORONTO. CAN., FRIDAY, DEE. H, I&70.

SETTLEMENT OF MANITOBA.

When the spring opens, emigration from 
the older settlements of the Dominion to the 
new colopy of Manitoba will commence. 
Many arc already preparing for the spring 
voyage. Ontario and Quebec will both sup
ply their quota# and it would look as if there 
would lie some emulation between t-em 
which shall supply the larger nuipber. of 
settlers.

The pn gross of settlement will be influ
enced by several causes. When it- is seen 
that a permanent state of peace has been 
established, the first great obstacle to emi
gration will have been removed. There does 
not, fortunately, seem to Lo any reason to 
fear a renewal of civil strife. On the part 
of some of the French half-breeds, there has 
been air unreasonable demand fur a general 
amnesty. Hut there arc hut few really pro
scribed whom an amnesty would restore to 
the country. O’Doisohoe, Lcpinc, and Riel 
are out of the country, and there is no reason 
to suppose tnat rthey would venture bach if 
an amnesty were proclaimed to-morrow. 
The old law of personal retaliation, which is 
inbred in the nature of the Indian, tills them 
with terror at the possibility of its being in
voked against them. At least two of them 
have spent theif lives among pop’.e with 
whom it b a supreme law.

Thé elections, soon to take place, will be 
in no way affected by the malign influence
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I of the men who held control before the nr 1
val of the troops. Fears have been expressed ' ijtienily heard urging the tardier ones» to 
in some quarters, that the French civil law | listen their selections, explaining that t>y 
would bo established iy the new Province ; 
but we can see no real foundation for them.
We shall liive French settlements, of course 
—a mixture of races ; but a provint» in the 
Northwest, under exclusive French law, is 
impossible. The great mast of emigrant! 
will be English-speaking 1*0,pi--, and they 
will form" a decided majority. In the first 
lugih'. -.tuie t" be elected, there is every Mason 
to believe they will have the preponderance.

The inculcating of a spirit of peace will do 
more to attract emigrants than anything e!.-x 
Except tlm one foul act of spilling blood— 
the-murder of 80At—there is very little con
nected with the recent miserable occurrences 
in the Northwest which everybody will not
soon desire to forgot. Emigrants would 
shun a coijptry in which the embers of civi 
strife wt r* liable to ba bl-iwn into a flame ; 
but wo timnly believe there will be nothing 
on this scotc to fear, and such a contingency 
need not rigter any one who contemplates 
emigrating to the Northwest.

i •. *
A RAD TRADE CUSTOM.

The drjj‘go.Hls trad2 of these Provinces 
has fallen* into what appears—to one un
initiated, at least—to be a s nicwhat singular 
mctlv»d of doing business. We refft to the 
prflktice of-"., lling geode si a certain -advance 
on the sterling c.>et. flow this system origi
nated, or for what reason it was adopted, wc 
have never!hoard satisfactorily explained ; nor 
docs there aun to be ar.y satisfactory reason 
why such an nnusfaal and apparently absurd 
custom should Le continued. It belongs 
peculiarly t > this branch of trade.

A hanlwnre or grocery salesman would be 
sur] rised )f his iuatoaicr enquired the first 
cost of thq'aiiiclei he was pipcliasing. That 
is something with which ho has^nothing to 
do. His Lusinisf is simply with the price 
that is required from him ; but it see tils 
otherwise with flic dry goods trade. The 
system «ppeas* t .lid.l its ground, although 
a large suniV-r of our bait traders arc op
posed to ils continua:.ce, and condemn it in 
the strongest lahguage. TÎ10 arguments 
against it are irunierous, and, as advanced by 
the op;*oneut3 of the practice, seem fair and 
reasonable. Our business is not done with 
sterling uiir.cy, and customers have only to 
do with the c-»stoj| the go «dits them. Then, 
a great number oflour tr.ulerjcan Mj'y judge 
of the value lu Canadian p'irreacy, r.ijd to 
quote sterling prices sjuiply confutes them. 
It it almost painful to s-c same of them men
tally evolving the cost with the advance 
added, fljuying, to such as these, is a tv*k ; 
and yet scores of them *c 1.1 to seen in our

*f cost us so much, and will tost yr.’- s »-.xad- 
Instances are not solitary upere htly- 

<x ». having got home their goods, l*ve failed 
to add 140 advance, 1 t ruly luxrkiiig a profit 
-*i the sterling cost.

Another reason for the relimpc^Lment of 
tell system is, that it is mathcr h .rest nor 
Sir. That the sterling cost is not always 
(|p;i < ji.'f is so palpable t.* all thfus- in the 
(k.i.'v, that argument or proof is n .dies.*. 
Many years ago, wh-ii the irujiért dutits 
ifem Ices than now, a id all tin nec-salary 
4ti*enditares connected with a jwh-desala 
lii.tiacsK, vvrv in about the same ratio, the 
iflvance charged on the st.-riin^ was the 
iàiae. The increased duties an| cost of 
tituiness must be taken account jof some
where, and they are undoubted!^ pet in 
iuder some disguise. Altogether] there is 
in rir of mystery about' the system tiiat 
affords the best possible apéortenÈy for de
ception and dishonesty.

We contend, thoref-ire, that it dhould be 
gL-dished altogether. The prices of goods 
iLoiiId be qnotod in the curroncy that people 
ire accustomed to. Buying would then be 
dune much easier, and the bmineai would 
be placed on a fair -and equitable to-it for 
gll. Under the present urran-p-men*, the 
If ce 11 merchant, by taking off at one eu 1 and 
■ddiiy <>nt at the other, L.-guilJs the unwary 
lus turner into the hi-\ that heir getting » 
v plum,’* while uftcnrardx it is not unfne- 
qucntly found that there is a pretty lîvgo

E
sc in it. If this sy tem was on» x’h.1- 
d, as it must be Some day, bu-inets 
il l bo conducted far more aafisfadorily 
loth far the wholesale and rotai! di vh»r». 

yho dry go-> Is trade generally am lx-giating 
In regard it with disfnv. r, and are oivioeed 
to its omtinaansc. Other traders are with
out it, and wo know r.f n •'reasonable- -trgtt-

tent for retaining a cuvtém which ha; been 
irly weighed in the balances and found, *«*J 
*)r.:mo»ly pr -.cti c 1#^> be wautin r.cvon in the 

fsicntia! elements of honesty and fair dv ding.

THE F1SHWÎY QUESTION.

1 *rasidelit tirant fsl's into a iw.oarkable 
when ho r. snmvs tli-.t the messnre* for 

lie pr liccti -u of the Ih itish American coast 
sherie i were taken solely by the Dominion, 
rh.ch h .- chvael to describe rj> semi-indepen- 

licit an 1 iiTv'.j-ontibls. The Act of last 
Ecosiun received the assent -of the Crown; 
|u:<l no important step ha3 been taken with
out the concurrence of the Imperial Govera- 
niei.t. Even the captures, about which so 
nnch has been said, were nearly all made by


