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Railways and the Government
The public hririno on the nul way freight 

rate question have been narlwM It * 
now entirely m the hands of the eahinet 
minuter» at Ottawa l« make the momentous 
decision If they deride not to interfere with 
the Railway Cuaimiasinn'* order, the I* per 
rent, increase in freight rate* will go into 
efiert on Man* 16 Under that order the 
people of Canada will pay to the railway» 
•nmewhere about 14(1,000,000 a year more than 
thy are now paying. Of this amount the 
(’.P R will get nomewhere about 120/100.000 
in addition to it» already collowal profit* 
It » the m<wt important and far rearhmg 
question the Union (lovrrnment ha* yet been 
called upon to decide The pmp!rCanada 
are watching the Union Government more 
closely and more eym pet helically than ever 
any Canadian government ha* keen watched. 
In It* drewwm the Une a Government mas 
lose that «ympathy or it may r*tahlwh itself 
more firmly in the confidence of the people.

If the government permit* the inrreaae in 
freight rate» according to the order of the 
railway commission, it will forfeit the con­
fidence of the people and will create suspicion 
and distrust w nch it cannot live down. If 
there must he an increase in freight rates, 
every rent of it should go U» the puhhc treasury 
and be used by the government for necessary 
transportation drvekipmrnt. This can be 
done in several ways The heat way is to 
nationalise all the railways of Canada, cut 
out overlaping, waste and duplication and jpvr 
the people the benefit of the service for which 
they are paying Canada has Iwen railroaded 
almost to ruination and the railroad magnate* 
have bedevilled our noBtics (or the last forty 
years. It is lime for a cleanup. National 
safety demands that the railroad magnate* 
be driven out of politics. The only way to 
drive them out is to take the railroads out 
of private hand*. Every other minor 
the world except Canada has done it. Is 
Canada to be a laggard in the movement 
towards world-wide democracy?

The New Parliament
When the House of Common* open* next 

Monday it will present a spectacle ahKilutely 
new in Canada The old party line* have been 
shattered completely. The miserable picayune 
peanut party strife and bickering will he 
absent. On one side of the House will ly 
the French-Cenadian members and a handful 
of I,aurier-Liberals under the leadership of 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier. On the other side will 
be the Unionist ramp composed of liberals, 
Conservative* and Independents under the 
leadership aqd domination of no one man The 
The Union camp can never be dominated under 
it* present constitution. It* direction will 
be in the hands of the government composed 
almost half and half of liberals and Con­
servatives. The Unionist party will have a 
majority of 69 in the House out of 23'» mcm- 

. bers, the large*! majority ever held by any 
party in the House of Commons. Quite a 
number of the old party warriors, political 
time servers and “handy" men will I*? missing. 
They were carefully, thoughtfully and wisely 
left at home on election day It is hoped 
they will be allowed to remain in peaceful, 
private life to the end of their days and that 
their years may be long in their new sphere.

It is doubtful if cither party will spend 
much time in speeches, argumentsand obstruc­
tions merely for political effect. The people 
are pretty sick of that kind of politics, which 
was the chief reason for supporting the l nion 
Government. It was the first time anything 
approaching a breakdown of party politics 
was made possible. It is very doubtful if

Kr Wdfnd laurw and the Prvnrb-t'enedian 
party will adopt the cheap fault-finding role 
of the ordinary nppuwtiuo. The verdict of 
the Canadian people was *n emphatic that 
(Jucher and its rrprmenUtiva* cannot dwre- 
gvd it The future harmony Mews the 
French and English in Canada depends in a 
large menâtes upon the altitude adipted by 
Sir Wilfrid launee ami hie Preach-Canadian 
follower» m the House of Comm.me laurw 
ia a man id wide experience and ie undoubtedly 
the salast man to hold ihr lee.b*r,hip of the 
opposition parly Unlay

The new Home will elan test the pasubéliüss 
of a uatffb between the Ulwrale and Con­
servative* While there is a Unum Govern­
ment and a Union party, the union spin! is 
n >ne too string among the membre» them- 
selves. It is to I*- hoped that it will steadily

rr stronger One of the chief dengm will 
the campaign of the pr itretod and other 
financial interests. They are organising and 

mobilising their mourn* for the m ut gigantic 
vtruggts which they have yet marie. These 
interests are determined that they will not 
lose any of their special privilege* They are 

rmmed that the commun people ehell pay 
for the war and that th ee with lag fortunée 
shall continue U> keep them. These interests 
are cold blooded. If they can capture the 
mine Union parly, they will do it If not. 
they «rill split it and throw in their lot with 
the Strongest Herein lies the chief <langer 
in the future of the Union party.

and

British Labor Program

by buying I
Everything sowidsrsd, the mrreaee àfc the 
cost of a farmer's machinery —yiinminla. 
d ie to the tariff, la now prjbahiy these ban 
what It was bnfjre the war. ft is tune to 
call a halt The tnemnae in the original ooat 
of manufacturing may be beyond control bet 
the mcrense in the retail poor due to the 
tariff caa be wipe*I out by the government 
with the stroke of a pee. The demand lor 
lugger food production tpake* such actum 
imperative. Every increase in the pore of 
fool pro luring machinery puts it out of the 
nwh of more and more farmers Greater 
production depends more than anything ike, 
no keeping the pnee of mwdiinerv withii the 
re a* of the larg**«4 possible mm he of firmer». 
Free agne ilturol m iriunery w » dd the I 
thneoed* of farmer» would be wjriuag to 
better advantage this year in meeting the 
crying need for mom food.

Llnewhere in this issue we are reproducing 
in full the tentative program of the Bntum 
labor party. Canada m today clueer to («reel 
Britain than ever before in its history. Can­
adian people are more profoundly interested 
than ever before in British affair» The labor 
parly in Britain i* powerful an^ may shortly 
he the governing party of that Country. The 
program of the party, therefore, ie one worthy 
of study. Whatever direction uncial recon­
struction may take in Great Britain, it will 
profoundly affect the democratic development, 
not only of the European count ne», but of 
Canada and the United State* It ia a new 
world that will emerge from the war. It is a 
world in which the intercale of the common 
people will receive more attention than in 
the past. Exploitation will never again be 
permitted such free rein and aristocracy and 
plutocracy will nut sit so comfortably In the 
saddle. Tiling* are due for a ehakeup. The 
proepect of a whakeup in Great Britain seems 
near. It is worth watching

Increasing Tariff Burdens
The burden imposed on the farmer by the 

tariff on agricultural machinery is increasing 
by leap* and bounds. Just when the need 
for greater food production is must urgent 
the tariff is operating to still further reduce it. 
The war tax and the increasing cost of manu­
facture have enabled the tariff beneficiaries 
to double or triple the toll on machinery. 
This point wa* well brought out by Secretary 
McKenzie of the C'arwlian (Brunei I of Agri­
culture in hi* article last week's Guide. 
Mr. McKenzie said:

“Increased factory met sod war tax have la- 
creased the duty more than double lor thsunre. 
in I9M the duty on a 20-*ho* seed drill >u 
112 B0; this year It is $31 Add to that the 
profit of the dealer and mat on account of custom 
duty would be M0. The duty imposed on a 
12-i nch. two-bottom sane plow ie 1814 was PM: 
this year it is 119 16 A triple gang plow carried 
a duty of 113» in 1914 and $32.46 in IfW— 
so sll «long the line "

As further pointed out by Mr. McKenzie, 
the farmer can only meet the labor situation

Women*» Conference
The conference of representative women 

(run all Canada held at Ottawa two weeks 
ago wee somethin* new in the history of 

i Is It wa* called by the government In 
con «alt with the g »vmi-n*ot on grant nuionnl 
problem». It wae a roe ignition that the wo­
men ere important factors in our national 
life *ieh a recognition erne long overdue to 
Canadian women Always have they played 
their part well. But since the outbreak of 
war the heroic semfisee endurwl by our 
Canadian women and the magnificent «prit 
displayed in the face of almost incredible 
trial* ha* placed them on the same plane with 
our soldiers on the battlefield. Bmee the wit- 
break of war the provincial franchise ha* been 
extended to women in six of the nine provineee, 
and the other* will not long he Belayed. The 
federal franchise erne ext en i part of
the women in the last election. Canada ha* 
definitely decided to give women the vote on 
the sent* term* ns men. It was only It* 
that they should be celled into conference with 
the government and it was a tribute also to 
the spirit of the Union Government. There 
ie a tremendous work in Canada that women 
only can do. In solving the great war prob­
lems their part will he a big one. In binding 
up the nation's wounds and creating a new 
social order their part will he grantor then 
man's.

Lend Settlement
The suggestion made last week that vacant 

land should be conscripted at hulf Its market 
value and used for the settlement of soldiers 
and immigrants, we well knew would not
commend itself to property interests. Those 
who have property are quite willing that 
young men should be conscripted el lew than 
half their earning capacity and even at the 
cost of their lives to defend Canadian oroptHy. 
But to conscript property itself at lees than 
it* full market vain
as a hideous suggestion. Human life ie never 
regarded as sacred as property and wealth. 
When the time come* that human life is 
valued more highly than property wars will 
be a thing of the past.

But whether or not the vacant land ia 
conscripted at lew than its market value a 
solution of the land question must eoroe and 
very eooa. The first move on the part of the 
Dominion Government should be to have an 
accurate'" survey made of the idle land in 
Western Canada within reasonable access of 
railways and the other facilities of civilisation. 
This can be done quickly and at low cost 
a* the municipalities already have the in­
formation. The next step should be to done 
absolutely the homestead lands and permit


