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GRAIN BILL PASSES COMMONS
Un Monday last the Canada (train Hill 

I waned the House of Commons, still contain 
in* the clauses which the organised fermera 
have protested against, and it has now gon<- 
to the Senate. The strangest thing about 
the whole matter ta the little attention that 
governments pay to the wishes of the farm 
era I wet year it wan just the same in re­
gard to the terminal elevators The govern­
ment then would not grant justice to the 
farmers on the terminal question, and the 
name applies today If there is any question 
on earth upon which the views of the farm­
ers should carry weight H is certainly the 
drain Act. To deny to the farmers the right 
to aay how their grain shall be marketed is 
tantamount to saying that the whole duty of 
the farmer begins and ends in growing the 
grain. But if this were so the farmers would 
be little better off than the slaves in the 
Southern States before the war The farm 
era' interest in the grain begins with the 
seeder and ends with the loaf, and it is a 
vital interest all the way. No government 
has any moral right whatever to permit any 
middleman to collect toll from the wheat on 
its way to the consumer. The new Grain Hill 
removes from the old Bill the rights for 
which the grain growers fought for many 
years.

This injustice was plainly committed at 
the request of the railway and elevator in-, 
teresta. The farmers all opposed it and the 
Minister of Trade and Commerce was en­
tirely ignorant of the whole question, so 
the natural conclusion is that he inclined 
his ear to the better dressed men who had 
not the rustic appearance. The new Bill 
completely removes the protection now 
afforded by the car order book. Under the 
new Bill the grain board can declare a con­
gestion at any time and then suspend the ear 
order book. This makes it very easy to play 
into the hands of the elevators. The rail­
ways can make congestion anywhere simply 
by not supplying cars Then the board steps 
in and supplies the cars to the gentlemen for 
whose benefit this special clause in the Bill 
was enacted. The House was divided again 
on this clause on Monday, and Dr. Sehaffner 
and W. II. Sharpe voted against the Govern­
ment. These two members knew thst the 
clause in question betrayed the farmers and 
could not support it. The other Western 
government members jumped at the crack 
of the party whip.

But strange to relate, on the same day. and 
almost at the same hour, the members of the 
Saskatchewan Legislature, Liberals and Con­
servatives of one accord unanimously passed 
a resolution condemning this clause in the 
new Bill which destroys the rights of the 
farmers. These men knew what evil was be­
fore the farmers. The Winnipeg Telegram 
might explain what knaves and crooks are 
the Conservatives of Saskatchewan, as well 
as Sehaffner and Sharpe. They surely de­
serve severe chastisement for standing out 
against their party in favor of the people. 
There is some hope when party ties weaken. 
But the Grain Bill with its unjust provisions 
has gone to the Senate. The past does not 
lead us to look for relief from the Senate, 
hut “while there’s life, there's hope.”

The worship of party is still too strong 
in the West. So long as men allow them­
selves to worship party so long they are 
standing in their own light. For generations 
men have declared with pride that they have 
been life-long Grits or Tories, as were their 
fathers before them. The result is the situa­
tion today. In the United States today the 
average citizen sees the corruption in both

parties and Insurgency is producing reform 
When i anadiana mm how the two old parties 
have robbed them of their heritage the im­
provement will begin.

TRIBUTE OF THE WEST
Very few people in Western Canada have 

considered carefully the enormous aggre­
gate of the unjust toll annually levied upon 
the people of the Prairie Provinces bv the 
barons of Special Privilege, supported and 
hacked by legislation enacted by our pro­
vincial and federal parliament» As we have 
said before in The Guide, we believe that 
there is no part of the civilised world where 
the people are bearing such unjust burdens 
as in the Prairie Province» The greedy 
hands of the corporations and barons of 
Privilege are continually in the pockets of 
the Western people. If the toll were levied 
directly the burden would be so heavy as to 
bring about a revolt in a very short time, 
but ingeniously it has been devised so that 
the burden is levied indirectly and the people 
do not feel it so much. But they pay it just 
the same. If all this immense wealth that is 
annually plucked from the Western people 
were allowed to go into the pockets of the 
people who create it, there would dawn an 
era of prosperity such as no country has ever 
seen, for in no other land has nature been 
more kind.

To begin with, there is the tariff burden * 
On the authority of eurh men as Sir Richard 
Cartwright and Sir Wilfrid Imurier, we have 
it definitely proven that under our present 
protective tariff system for every dollar that 
goes into the treasury from two to three 
dollars go into private pockets. Last year 
the revedue collected by tariff duties was 

12,367.19. It is not disputed that pro­
tected manufacturers in Canada add the full 
limit of their tariff protection to their selling 
prices, and by this means, according to Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier and Sir Richard Cartwright, 
they were enabled to take out of the pockets 
of the Canadian people last year at least 
$160,000,000. Of this huge eum it is fair to 
assume that the people of the Prairie Prov­
isoes paid at least $30,000,000.

The railway companies also enjoy the 
privilege of taxing the people as much as 
they like, with practically no hindrance, 
and are protected in so doing by the Parlia­
ment of Canada. Last year the Railway com­
panies of Canada had a net profit of about 
$60,000,000, and fully half this amount is 
certainly an unjust tribute. Of this $30,000, 
000 plunder the Prairie Provinces undoubted­
ly paid at least $10,000,000 as their share of 
the tribute, as this is the railway melon 
patch.

The land speculators, home and foreign, 
have also taken a staggering toll from the 
Western people. Every cent of land value 
in the West is created by the people. There 
are today approximately 100,000,000 acres 
of land in the Prairie Provinces owned by 
individuals and corporations. A conserva 
tive estimate of the increase in the value of 
this land during the pest year would be 
$1.00 an acre, which would make a fund of 
$100,000,000. No one will dispute that at 
least one-half of this huge fund, or $50,000,- 
000 in hard cash, went into the pockets of 
land speculators who have done absolutely 
nothing to assist in the development of this 
country. This is a snug sum to pay for the 
mere privilege of living.

Then our loan and mortgage companies 
possess the privilege of taxing the farmer 
anywhere from 7 to 10 per cent, on mort­
gages, and we estimate that during the past 
year they have levied over and above what 

. would be a fair charge at least $1,000,000 of

unjust tribute Another tremendous burden 
that is borne by the Western people is the 
loss which they sustain through having the 
-Southern market dosed to them We anti 
mate that the lose during the past year 
through the defeat of the Reciprocity agree 
mat ise been no less than $30,000,000, and 
as the crop grows larger from year to year 
so will this loos increase The tmaeadoee 
additional loss due to bed weather is net 
taken into account here.

Our chartered banks ie Canada are paying 
on an average over SO per cent profit yearly 
Certainly 10 per cent, is a fair profit end the 
rest ie tribute, which amounts to about 
$11,000,000, and on this amount the Prairie 
Provinces paid probably, at least $3,000.000, 
beeaue' the banks charge higher here than 
anywhere else Many minor tributes are not 
considered

Consider these figures again i—
Tariff tribute................ $30.000,000
Railway tribute ............ 10,000,000
land speculators’ tribute 60,000,000 
l-oan comp#nice" tribute 1.000,000 
I/oas of V. 8 market ,.. 30,000,000 
Bankers' tribute............ 3,000,000

Total ....................... $134,000,000
Now, this bugs sum of $134,000,000 was 

taken out of the pockets of the Western 
people in addition to all the legitimate taxes 
which they have been compelled to pay for 
the support of government and the adminis­
tration of the affairs of the country, and also 
in addition to fair charges for all corpora­
tion services rendered Ruch a huge sum is 
so large that it is impossible for us to 
imagine it. It amounts to nearly $100 for 
every man, woman and child in the Prairie 
Provinces Is not this a staggering fact to 
contemplate, and every bit of it is due to un­
just legislation that ie placed upon our 
statute books, provincial and federal, at the 
demand of Special Privilege.

The only organization actively engaged in 
an endeavor to lift this burden ie the farm­
ers' organizations in each of the Prairie 
Provinces. Business organizations can peas 
the charges along, but the farmer cannot. 
What are the farmers doing to combat the 
forces of Special Privilege! Wc notice from 
the annual financial statements of the three 
Provincial associations that the total revenue 
of the central offices for the past year has 
been $21,068.09, and approximately another 
$10,000 was raised and kept by the local 
associations for local purposes, so that the 
total amount raised by the farmers to prose­
cute their campaign for a square deal during 
the past year has been slightly over $31,000. 
Yet if the people of the West were getting 
a square deal they would have $124,000,000 
more to put in their pockets every year 
Hurely to save such an amount is worth more 
thsn an annual investment of $31,000. Rich­
ard Cobden, the great British Free Trader, 
told the people of Great Britain over sixty 
years sgo that if they wished to save what 
little property they still had left they would 
have to contribute heavily to the fighting 
fund of the Anti-Corn Law League. When 
the appeal was made the common people of 
Great Britain responded nobly and contri­
buted huge sums of money. The result was 
victory. The very same thing applies in 
Western Canada today. If the people of 
Western Canada today are not to pay even 
heavier tribute than they are now they must 
contribute of their remaining property to 
carry on the fight for a square deal. The 
Manitoba Grain Growers’ association is now 
endeavoring to raise * fighting fund. The 
Saskatchewan association has an emergency 
fund, and the Alberta association Is slso in


