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{LL THE WORLD OVER.

[ must have liberty,
Kithal as large a charter as the wind—

T blowe on whom I please.”
T" “hit the nail on the head ” is an
act which the ngu advise, aud &
fealt little operation which most men
This, of course, is the figura:
we nail. The real nrticle is to be found in
e dacce on the sidewalks of Vietoris,
pojecting in the most tempting fashion.
Lng, long ago, vur footpaths were con-
tructed of woeod, immense nails Mﬂ'
wed to keep the planks in pmitiun. Now,

wpire to

nthout 1n the least cut.ing a doubt llp(lﬂ

e durability and excellence of qu ity of
Brush Columbin's forest produet, it must
T.l' )fdmntw‘ that the wood is not as
finble aa iron. The sidewslks are badly
vm out, while the nails remain almost
wat, peering up an inch or two above
Weeven surface. 1 had my new boots
@ the other day, when I started on my
“ur of inspection around town, and when
I returned oh, those new boots ! How
s nails did tell on them ! In every
#het community 1 know of, in which the
Wk sidewalk is used, & man is occasion-
ly sent the rounds to drive down the
:“t % s to keep them level with the
ards,  In these days of municipal

"mCt'l, would it not be '.n that ’“ 4

Wother oflicial be appointed to g
: e Nuil Inspector, whose duty it
l"“ld be to see that b ool
Melear 1 It i claimed for & o
:’"‘ny M Ireland that the soil :md.o ain
Uctive that g four-penny nail i -

¥tound would develop into 8 o

( the.r papers changed must always

T

within three days. S S b W
not the nails that grow ; 'tis the planks

1 once heard & play upon words which
ran somewhat as follows: * 1 know my
nose; you know I know my nose, sud you

know 1 know, 1 know my nose,” ~ Since

to say I kuow my nose, snd that every--
one else knows his nose.  Such foul,
disease-producing gases as are emitted
from those excsvations can surely be ren-
dered less obnoxivus in some way., The
steuch is simply intolerable and positively
to heaith. I noticed that &
few of the storekeepers along Govern-
ment street clused their doors to keep
out the smell, nor did this unsual pro-
cedure keep out the customers also, It
rather improved trade, for people rushed
in to avoid the foul air without, and no
doubt became purchasers. Would it not
be well that some cheap disinfectant be
used during sewerige o
must we have an epidemic in the city !

s  ———

In spite of severest censure snsmnh-
ant anathema from every quarter, the city
fathers continue in & blissful state of
serenity.  After the persistent attempts
of the press of this city to aronse them to
a sense of duty, to s perception of the
urgent needs of the ‘city, I have reluc-
tantly con.e to the conclusion that the
council are stolidly indifferent to our
interests. To put it positively no one by
the wildest flight of imagination could
justly accuse our civie solons (7) ol‘mui-
festing an enthusiastio interest 10 0F
welfare. 1t in useless to discuss causes,
when effects are obtrusively pnlp.bh;. Bo
the fault where it may, this city s
wretchedly governed. There ilo:op?-
thing wrong, gither in our system civie
politgy or body elect. I am inclined to
think that our present
tible of the highest economic results. '.l‘ho
municipal machivery. from & thoox:ot.\.ul
standpoint, is invested with potentiality.
Is the fault in the mnmpg'l Wo. are
rone to blame men mere than - things,

because intelligent direction can always

devise ways of making » ¢
even with faulty material. Qnut.iou
not taken up in the
, confident business

No matter how insignificant th.o

the activn of our aldermani®
\

system is suscep- |18

creditable show | gres

board is characterized by an absence of
definiteness.  There is too much vacilla-
tion, with the result that in-no direction '
do we perceive policy, by which, I mean,
each separate act, not isolated and viewed
from the aspect of the present, but con-
sidered as & unit in many and varied
factors of symmetrical development, each -
precedent link fitting in withand strength-
ening its consequent.  The local dailies
furnish constant instances of municipal

thought.
The council have been so dilatory that
I feel it wou'd be useless to schedule,
much more to detail and animadvert on
all the grievances which can be directly
traced to aldermanic responsibility.
Oriticsm is wasted effort. It has the
y of water poured on & duck’s
mow long will patience tolerste
such & state of affairs? The ullimate
blame rests with the people. Here is an
opportunity for the Citizen’s Association
to demonstrate its usefulness. 1 wonder
if it is possible for the people of Victoria
to get reully angry. Their equanimity is
astonishing, consideriug the provocation.
Would it be a difficult matter for a repre-
sentative body of our citizens to make a
list of waots, and present some well-con-
sidered manner in which they could be
satisfied 1 It is contended by-some that
it is » misuse of the term policy to apply
it to city government. I cannot help
thinking that better results would be
obtained, if the mayor and council were
bound at the beginning of office to suc-
cintly and clesrly declare, what they in-
tended doing. At present We are in the
dark. Could any wvme of the council
conscientiously say that our questions are
being dealt with in relation to the future.
There is too much haphazsrdess, (00
little method.  Civie inertia has become
Take the hack nuisance for an
The council have absolutely
Who are the
¢ If left to the

example.
ignored the question.

masters of the streets
council, the cab-drivers will be left in
undisturbed possession. Shall the capi-
tal city of the Province present to VilitOfl
» main street polluted with ponds of fetid
excretion ! The city fathers duerv-o
¢ praise for their attitude in this
matter | Perhaps when the elections are
in sight, & feeble effort may be ;‘mt forth.
During the summer months, wh.xh- fun}el
of foulness have saturated the air, whilst
street-goers have been forced to hold

bungling, negligencs and lack of fore- .. |



