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native of t In- North isles, but a 
very différent man. By some means 
( I think, helped by the minister of 
bis parish) he had managed to get 
through the I "ni vers it y of Aberdeen, 
aid he was a credit to it. Besides 
what tlie ordinary country school
teacher is supposed to know, he 
was good mathematical scholar, 
w m tinnier scale, sextant, and 
ot ifr tools of the calling. And am
bitious \oiing sailors, home for the 
w mIit, used to pay him a trifle to 
teach them the art of navigation out 
of school hours. 11 is handwriting 
was splendid, almost like copper 
pla*e. So that lie used to set copies 
fo the boys himself on quires of 

, which he furnished him 
st 1 f aV half the price or ordinary 
copybooks ( «piite a consideration 
ill ’ll) but none of Iris imitators ever 
equalled him.

lie had taught for some years on 
another island, and when lie came 
to ns, lie was a married man of MO 
with two small children. He was 
tail and dark, with bushy hair and 
whiskers, and without an ounce of 
superfluous llesli oil his bones. Be
fore lie came, the partitions and loft 
had been taken out of the school, as 
th whole building was now wanted 
as a schoolroom, and a temporary 
residence was secured in a nearby 
hamlet while a house for him was 
living biult. While he was thus lo- 
ciPed, an epidemic of typhus fever 
went through the parish, in which 
he lost one of his children and he 
himself had a close call. When he 
was settled, his salary was fixed at 
MO pounds a year, with house and 
garden and a croft of two acres, 
which he worked out of school hours. 
He kept two rows, which pastured 
on the parish common, also some 
hens and a flock of geese. The 
school year included three weeks 
holidays in spring, and the same in 
harvest, giving master and scholars 
a « nance for work oil their res pee- 
t i v * crofts.

I very morning before school 
opined, the master stood at the 
t.w- . to see that each pupil on en
ter.ng. threw a peat into the porch 
for th day's fire, and any one ne- 
ibh-tiug this, hud to bring two the 

'Mowing da\ or else be punished. 
The m nning exercises began with 
prayer, during which all stood with 
Mow ‘d heads, while the master's 
opte eves kepi vigilant watch, and 
vie afterwards to the boy who 
m: de a disturbance. It was the 
ise d “long prayer" of the I‘reshy- 

1er hi service made up of puota- 
t mus t ! - mi 1 he I’salms, as well as 
personal petitions, and ending with

the Lord’s prayer ; for like all uni
versity-trained teachers in Scotland, 
the master had probably been an 
aspirant to the pulpit of the Estab
lished Church, though precluded by 
two drawbacks, which will come up 
later. And here let me say that 
though Scotsmen generally object 
to forms of prayer, or — prrayer 
from a book," yet each man in
variably tails into a form of his 
own. And why not, if the heart 
goes with it ? Did not our Divine 
Exemplar pray three times, saying 
tlie same words?.

After prayer came the roll-call, 
and tlien the Old Testament lessons 
for the older pupils. These lessons 
began with (îenesis and Exodus, 
passing thence Ip 1 Samuel, and 
continuing to the end of Ecclesias
tes, whence they returned to (îene
sis again. Then followed the New 
Testament lessons for the younger 
pupils, which were confined to the 
(lospels and Acts. These scripture 
readings were accompanied by ques
tions andmuiimcnts from the master. 
After them runic the first book, sec
ond book, third book, fourth book, 
fifth book, and sixth book, each in 
a separate class ; and then the hour's 
play at noon, when the boys usu
ally had foot ball, sometimes super
intended by the master, and the 
girls were left to their own devices. 
The master also made an enormous 
kite of oilskin stretched on a wooden 
frame, the string being strong fish 
line, and this was once left in charge, 
of a big boy, who tied the string 
around the waist of a small one, and 
the wind being strong, he was car
ried yelling far over the fields, giv
ing us a good run to capture him. 
Sometimes we were allowed (Tom 
Sawyer-fashion) to help in the weed
ing of the master's garden, and thus 
see the wonderful flowers that he 
contrived to grow, and on rare oc
casions we went half a mile off to 
'the sea-beach for a bathe, but were 
apt to stay too long.

The afternoon session started with 
the first book on to the sixth again, 
thence to the ‘‘ Progressive Lessons" 
and ‘‘Advanced Reader, ' and geo
graphy and grammar classes, and 
ending with prayer. The evening 
prayer was shorter than that of 

(the morning and contained two pe
titions—“Carry us to our homes in 
peace, be with us in our retire
ments." which 1 always connected 
with the poor man himself.

Such was the curriculum from 
Monda\ to Friday inclusive. Satur
day being onlv a half-day. was dif
ferent. It began as usual with pray
er and the two scripture classes.

Then followed the other classes, 
with spelling, the more advanced 
giving the meanings of the words— 
and then, the shorter catechism. My 
parents, though Dissenters, never 
objected to this. They knew that 
in spite of minor faults, its influ
ence for good on many generations 
had been second only to that of the 
Bible. Audit did us no harm, though 
lough most of it was beyond us 

then, and the master offered no ex
planations as he sometimes did on 
the Scripture lessons. We were 
dismissed at noon with the usual 
prayer.

To Be Concluded
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CEALED tenders addressed to the undersigned 
^ and endorsed " Vender for Boat House, Tor
pedo Depot and Boat Slips, Esquimalt, B. C.,” will 
be received until 12 O’CLOCK NOON (daylight 
saving ), TUESDAY, JULY 6, 1926, for the
construction of a Boat House, Torpedo Depot and 
Boat Slips at H.M.C. Naval Dockyard, Esquimalt, 
B. C.

Plans and specification can be seen and forms of 
tender obtained at the offices of the Chief Archi
tect, Department of Public Works, Ottawa, the 
Resident Architect, Department of Public Works, 
Victoria, B. C., the Clerk of Works, Department 
of Public Works, Vancouver, B. C. and the Care
taker, Public Building, Esquimalt, B. C.

Blue prints can be obtained at the office of the 
Chief Architect, Department of Public Works, by 
depositing an accepted bank cheque for the sum 
of $20.00 payable to the order of the Minister of 
Public Works, which will be returned if the in
tending bidder submit a regular bid.

Tenders will not be considered unless made on 
the forms supplied by the Department and in ac
cordance with conditions set forth therein.

Each tender must be acompanied by an accep
ted cheque on a chartered bank, payable to the 
order of the Minister of Public Works, equal to 
10 per cent, of the amount of the tender. Bonds 
of the Dominion of Canada and Bonds of the 
Canadian National Railway Company will also be 
accepted as security, or bonds and a cheque if 
required to make up an odd amount.

By Order,
S. E. O’BRIEN,

Secretary.
Department of Public Works,

Ottawa, June 7, 1926.
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