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Lessons for Sundays and HolyDays.
March 8 -3 SUNDAY IN LENT.

Morning.—Gen. 37. Mark 8, ▼. 10 to 9, v. 8.
Evening.—Gen. 39, or 40. 1 Cor. 1, to v. 86.

Appropriate Hymns for third and fourth 
Sunday in Lent, compiled by Mr. F. Gat- 
ward, organist and choir master of St. Lake’s 
Cathedral, Halifax, N.8. The numbers are taken 
from H. A. & M., but many of which are found 
in other hymnals :

Third Sunday in Lent.
Holy Communion : 100, 809, 818, 556.
Processional : 107, 261, 280, 465.
Offertory : 85, 91, 252, 867.
Children’s Hymns : 254, 887, 888, 478.
Genera] Hymns : 89, 98, 198, 268, 282, 490.

Fourth Sunday in Lent.

Holy Communion : 112, 168, 818, 824, 472
Processional : 92, 197, 281, 260, 466.
Offertory : 251, 258, 271, 288, 492.
Children's Hymns : 107,194, 846, 569.
Genera] Hymns : 84, 90, 108, 244, 250, 277.

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT.

The spiritual warfare iu which we are engaged 
is a difficult and arduous one. Not only have we 
to fight against flesh and blood, but against prin­
cipalities and powers, against spiritual wickedness 
and works of darkness. The former we were 
taught to resist in the services of last Sunday ; 
the latter are the enemies against which we are 
warned to-day. Through this mighty struggle 
none can safely carry us but the mighty power of 
God, which we pray for in the Collect under the 
figurative expression of the “ defence of His right 
hand.” But while the second part of the Collect 
thus provides us with the words to frame our 
petition, the first part reminds us how much its 
success will depend upon the state of our own 
hearts. Before we offer up this prayer we must, 
therefore, examine ourselves as to whether our 
“ desires ” are such as we can beseech Almighty 
God “ mercifully to look upon.” If our hearts 
are not whole with Him, our petition will be but 
an empty form of words ; but if our struggles

against sin are as strong as the words in which 
we pray to be delivered from it, then may we hope 
that His “ right hand will be stretched forth to 
defend us against all our enemies.” Thus armed, 
we must go out to fight against those works of 
darkness of which the Epistle speaks. The devil, 
who is the prince of darkness, will be continually 
working in them and through them, .to entice us 
into his wicked ways. These then are the 
enemies which Christians overcome in the name 
of Him who is fighting for them. At our bap­
tism, when we were made sons of God and chil­
dren of light, there was given to us “ power and 
strength to have victory, and to triumph against 
the devil, the world, and the flesh.” It is by thus 
letting our light shine before men, that we 
shall best “ reprove the works of darkness ” ; by 
thus “ fighting in the name of the Lord,” that 
we shall best repel the “ enemies that compass us 
round about.” The Gospel for the day gives us 
some idea of the power of the evil one, and of 
the manner in which he is allowed to use it.
“ As a strong man armed," he vigilantly keeps 
those whom he has once made his spoil, until 
Christ, “ the stronger," rescues them from his 
grasp. When, by the purifying of baptism, or the 
after-training of discipline and penitential sor­
row, Christ has driven out from us the evil spirit, 
then are we, like the chamber which was “ empty, 
swept and garnished ” ; ready and prepared for 
every good work, but open also to the attacks of 
the evil one. If we strive by prayer and watch­
fulness to keep the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 
then we may hope that He will dwell in us 
and abide with us forever ; hat if we remain “ un­
furnished of good works,” Satan will find ample 
room for exercising his evil purposes towards ns. 
Bach is the warning with which the Church ad­
dresses ns in the midst of this penitential season. 
By the help of Christ oar Lord we have now been 
endeavouring to cast out the unclean spirit of sin 
and wickedness. We may perhaps have over­
come him in one point, but let us not for that be 
off our guard ; for, if he has been driven out in 
one quarter, he will return in another ; if he sees 
ub less inclined to one sin, he will take that very 
moment to beset us in another. And should he 
return and take possession when our Blessed 
Lord had enabled ns to overcome him, ear last 
error is indeed worse than the first ; “it had been 
better for ua not to have known the way of righte. 
ousness, than, after we have known it, to tarn 
again from the holy commandment which was 
delivered to us.” Thus do the services of this 
day set before us our dangers and our safeguards. 
We look upon ourselves as compassed round 
About with enemies, yet able to destroy, them in 
the name of the Lord. If our desires are holy, 
and our struggles against sin sincere, He will de­
fend ns with the wholesome strength of His 
right hand, so that the enemy shall not be able 
to do us violence, nor the son of wickedness to 
hurt us. If we walk as children of light, having 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark­
ness, God will drive out the evil spirit with His 
Word, and heal us; we shall be able to “resist 
the devil, and he will flee from us.”

Lord Dnfferin, British Ambassador to France, 
will soon complete his seventieth year, and will be 
obliged to retire from the service in which he has 
one so much brilliant work.

GOOD WORDS.

A clergyman in Quebec Diocese writes : “ I am 
well pleased with the Canadian Churchman, and 
have taken it from the beginning, and would 
not like to be without it.”

A gentleman in Toronto writes : “ Having
been a subscriber to your very excellent paper for 
the last twelve years or more, I have great pleasure 
in giving my testimony to its value ; I should not 
jike to be without it, and look for its arrival every 
week with great earnestness. I wish you every 
success, as I think every home of a true Church­
man should not be without it. I was writing to a 
friend of mine in Quebec the other day and told 
him about it ; he has sent me the enclosed dollar 
for one year’s subscription.”

HOLY COMMUNION.

The service of the Holy Communion is the 
principal act of worship in the Catholic Chnroh, 
and the only service of strictly divine appoint­
ment. Therefore it should have all possible dig­
nity shown it. It is well when this service can 
be used by itself; for if preceded by morning 
prayer, the people become weary, and the tempta­
tion to disturb the divine service is all the greater, 
as experience has shown. At the mid-day cele­
bration the choir should remain and present 
their best music. It would be better if morning 
prayer were simply read, at an early hour, with­
out music, than that the great service of the day 
should be treated with such little respect, as is 
common in some of our churches. Why should 
so many tarn their backs at the time when the 
most solemn part of the service has jest begun, 
when all the faithful are expected to be present 
and worship the Lord ? In the early Church it 
was only the Catechumens, those not yet Chris­
tians (the unbaptized), and those who were under 
penance, who were dismissed, the deacon pro­
claiming, “ Depart, Catechumens,” and “ Depart, 
those in penance.” No dismissal took place of 
the baptized members, many of whom remained 
to receive the Holy Eucharist ; all remained to 
worship and assist at the Holy Sacrifice ; also the 
penitents who had nearly finished their season of 
penance were allowed to worship with the congre­
gation at the time of the oblation, bat were not 
allowed to receive ; they were said to “ communi­
cate without the oblation ” ; they were called 
coiuittantei (costandert). History gives no war­
rant for the riffle withdrawal of the people, prac­
ticed since Puritan times ; the rule of the Church 
for 1,600 years is against it ; the teaching of the 
Church and Prayer-Book is against it ; it only fits 
into the low views of the Blessed Sacrament 
spread over England by the Continental false 
teachers, Calvin and Zwingle, that nnless we re­
ceive there is nothing in the service to stay for ; 
and some seem to prefer the “jnoveltiee ” of these 
radical men to Scriptural doorine, and the re­
ceived teaching of the Primitive Church, the prac­
tice for ages in the Church of England and of our 
own reformers, and the acknowledged usage of 
the Eastern and the Western Church. There is 
no law which obliges the people to leave if they 
do not intend to receive ; it is their own want of 
appreciation. The Church expects her children. 
The Holy Table is prepared. The priest stands 
ready to carry on the service, but is disturbed by 
the congregation, like tired children, departing


