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service to be properly done, there must be between
them a correspondence in tone of voice, and an
agreement /e fime awd rytho, The minister should
preserve an even, distinet, modualated sound, such as
may most readily be adopted by the people: for but
a poor attempt at responding i:m be expected when
no proportion is preserved between the nunister and
congregation. The voice of the wminister should he
continued with an even sound without rising or talling
m piteh, 7 1f possible, from the hevinning to the end of
any verse or prayer, the last syllable of which should
be slightly sustained, in order that the conwregation
may the more readily take up the * Amen.” or other
response, in unison or in harmony with that tone
of voice in which the prayer has been uttered. In the
“Creed” and in the * Lorp's Prayer,” and such
other portions of the service as nunister and "people
repeat together, the same tone of voice ought cspeci-
ally to be used, and they should be said with mureh
care and distinctness, the tone manly and dignified.

In the Psalms and Canticles, when not sung, the
same rule should be observed.  Let the minister and
people correspond in voice, time, and rythm, and let
the voice preserve one sustained sound, the grentest
care being taken not to begin /o the choiv and /o
pawse al e colon v the widdle o cacl reese, which
point is meant quite as mach for the guidance of
those who “ say " the Psalms as for those who chant
or “sing" them. 1In the title page of the Prayer
Book they are expressly referred to as being “pointed
as they are to be sung or s«id in churches.”  This
“pointing "' is nothing else but the colon in the
middle of each verse; and indeed so necessary is it
to observe these points in saymg the Psalms, that
where they are disregarded, 1t is not ouly impossible
to recognize that singular sweetness of rythm which
it is the character of the Psalms so remarkably to
possess, but the result must be a confused, indistinct,
and discordant murmur of many voices, which is
therefore in general almost inawdibile, because if these
discordant sounds were made louder, the woise would
be intolerable.

Sueh then is the PRINCLPLY by aclieh the congrogational
worship of the Chureh owght 1o be gocerned, and it s
incredible what a solemmity and dignity our public
devotions would assume if minister and people would
resolutely determine upon being guided thereby ; our
services would bear on the very face of them order
and majesty, the sound would be suited to the words,
and would conduce to summon up and to sustain thosce
teelings with which a spiritual worshipper ought to
be actuated in all parts of the Common Prayer; nay,
when the service is thus performed. it is next to
impossible for a devout worshipper to grow weary or
dull.

We must now recall attention to the ordinary  way
in which our public dovotions are celebrated.  Can
anything be more alien from the principles above
laid down ? the principles which nature, reason, and
the compilers of our services unite in recommending.
For what is the fact 2 In the fivst place, those parts
of the service whercin the whole congregation 1is
expected audibly to join are in many places neglected
by the congregation altogether, and left to the hur-
ried and spiritless utterance of the clerk or a few of
the congregation, and it is rare to enter «ny church
where the responses are made with  that due regard
to regularity and order and the laws of sound which
ought unquestionably to prevail in united worship. 1t
our people offer up their petitions with owe hieart, they
do not do so with one rotce, A awudibl response (except
perhaps from the clerk) is scarcely cver heard; the
greater part whisper or mutter, some speaking taster,
some slower ; and if any are more audible than the
rest, yet all respect to time, concord, and rythm is
utterly lost sight of, each one, apparently reading
out his response without the smallest reference to
the congregation «/ony with whom he is supposcd to be
responding, forgetful of the social character of the
service of our Common Prayer. And nowhere is this
seeming want of heart and life more perceptible than
in the cold and apathetic ** Amen.”

It would be something if only an attempt were
made to restore this one often repeated and immpor-
tant response to its due place. There was a time
when, we are told, the “Amen” of the Christian
worshippers shook the very roof of the place which
held them ; doubtless /-y responded inthe same voice,
not the less heartily, because they did it uader the
guidance of a rule or system ; on the other hand, this
very rule which guided them relieved them from thc
trammels of disorder and confusion, and enabled
them to indicate energetically the heart’s assent to
the prayers and supplications which had been offered
up for them by their minister in their hearing.

But it would be not only unjust but absurd to lay
the blame of this discordant responding entirvely at
the doors of the conyreqation. How can they be -
pected to respond aright unless they can have their

At the same time carc must be taken not to be
sleepy or mechanical in utterance —it is quite neces-
sary to preserve life and spirit and variety—which 1s
of casy attainment without altering the pitch of
voice.
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minister, his voice, tone. manner, to look up to for
guidance?  And what measure of assistance or eni-
dance do they in general meet with in this respect
from their minister?  Absolutcly none at all. Most
clergymen, indeed. are. without perhaps being aware
of it hindrance in this respeet rather than a help: a
for can it be disputed that nine, ministers out of
every ten have cach his own way of reading the
service, which no one else could follow without the
appearance of mockery ? One secks to be impressive
another lays great emphasis on certain words; ano-
ther repeats the service as rapidly as he can: another
preaches the prayvers: others have a sing-song wayv of
their own, altering the piteh of their voice halt a
dozen times in the saume praver: others drop it at
every pause, invaviably at the end dastonimg the
clostug svllables which ought to be sustaindd,

Now what chance is there in any of these eases for
the congregation to produce. if they desired 1t an
united response?  The wonder is, zor that people
malke the responses so inditferently as they do, but
rather, under such cirenmstances, that they can be
prevailed on to respond at all.

In this dull. heavy, uninteresting manner is our
public  worship ordinavily  cone  thvough-— 1ol ratid
rather than enjoyed. What  wonder that complaints
ars made of dullness to the spinits, and weariness to
the lesh 2 Forit has been well asked, ©*Who that
has the least car or feeling for regulated sound, e¢an
be otherwise than Jis/ressed at being, week after weelk.
condemned to listen to the miserable duct between
the minister and the clerk. repeating the  psalms and
hymns, the litany and suffrages, the Confession, the
Lord's Prayer, and the Creed, with reference to no
principle. with no regard to regnlarity, oftentimes
five or six words apart 2™ It s more than Jistressing,
it is griccous to be compelled to histen to the school
children in particular, who are often permitted in
Gop's house, to huvry over these solemn portions of
the divine service 1 a way which would not be  toke-
rated in their school roony, but which is tolerated in
Gob’s house, beeause the poinerple on which Chureh
worship should be conducted hias been <o universally
lost sight of and neglected.

Is there not then nnder these civreumstances an ab.
solute /i upon us to do something?  Is it not hich
time to revert to nature and reason, and to conform
ourselves to the only Lwown priveipl s upon which the
service of Gob can be reverently, orderly, and solemnly
performed 2 The tine is not far distant, let us hope,
when the clergy, as a body, will feel the truth which
these remarks have dwelt upon : and 7hen when they
have become persuaded, let them by dedrees endea-
vour to conform /icmselres to the rules laid down. Let
them observe as nearly as possible one tone of voice
throughout o prayer; let thew be deliberate and ceen
in reciting the psalms, litany, and suffrages, obsoreing
the colons.  The transition from their own way to the
vight way, will thus he casy and almost imperceptible,
for it must npt be supposed requisite, inorder to act
upon the principle in question, to repeat the service
with that decided wusical vecitation observed in eathe-
drals, which is only suited to an organized choir; on
the other hand, it 15 more proper in ordinary  parish
churches to speak in the natural tone of voice, only
minding to preserve it firm, even, dignified and sus.
tained.  When this point has been attained. then let
the clerk and children be trained to respond in accor-
dance with the minister—this will soon avtract those
members of the congregation, who have an car, to
join in, and in no very long time the whole congre-
aation (the author speaks from his own experience)
will respond, if not i the same tone, yet harmoniously,
and in the same time, preserving the proper rhyme
and accent.

And note, that every member of a purish choir
ought to consider himself quite as much responsible
for assisting in this department as in the singing.
There will be some bashfulness, and hesitation, it
may be, to overcome at first, but which a very little
pains and perseverance will subdue.

It was not the object of these pages to enter into
the question of chanting the psalms, or singing the
litany and suffrages to the time-honoured cadences
which have been from the earliest ages set to them,
and which have never altered. Great facilities are
now provided for the more general attainmeut of
these helps to devotion and praise.

We concluce by repeating that if we could but re-
turn to the yood old-way, the effect would be felt in
quarters where we should least expect it, and the
service would be frequented by many who had
hitherto despised or neglected it, repelled by the
negligent, hurried, cold, spiritless, discordant, and
therefore uninviting manner in which our divine wor-
ship is now for the most part performed. The author
has purposely confined himself to the more humble
effort of pleading for an united response on the broad
ground that 1t is useless to attempt to fly before we
have learned to walk.

O
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It is doubtful it uu)': man could by possibility do
his noblest, or think his deepest, without a prepa-

ration of suffering. ~
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From Ouwr Own Correspondent.,
DrseroNto. — Work on St Mark's chureh was

restmed last week and it s expected to be ready for
the vootf in o day or two. It ix not improbable the
basement will be completed in about six weeks, at
the expiration of which time the congrecation will be
prepared to move ing bidding farewell  torever to
Umon Chapel, where tor so many vears they have
been aceustomed to assemble fortnightly for Shnll:ly
evening serviee. At the opemng serviees an Ameriean
divine of distinetion will be the preacher.

Pacitae Reve HL Faveer desives to acknowledyge
with thanks the followimg contributions to the N.
Frontenne Parvsonage fund @0 1 Pottn, Ottawa, $1:00 ;
the Misses Rice, Kingston, §1:3-00: Mrs, R, Carson,
Kingston, 2£00: Rev, ‘T Stanton £3:00: o Friehd
B1-00; Goo WL Dawson, Ompah, $2:00; T, Armstrong,
Olden, $2:00: A, Munro Clarenbon $1:00; Total to
date 320,000 Contributions may be sent to the Rev.
H. Farrer, Packham P OLOntwio.

T Reve Rera Dean Faery, rector of Smith's
Iadls, has been appointed by the lord Bishop of On.
tario to the rectory of Kemptville, the the b pei hin

the  diocese, as regds endowment. My, Eacrv
received part of Ins scholastic trai g in Clianbridge,

Engfand, where Mr. C. Paley, ot st Peter's College,
(then called © Peter House ™) grandson of the groat
Archdeacon Paley, conched Inm in Greek.  His in-
tentious of preparing to enter Cambridge University,
were diverted by a friend, who persuaded him to enter
St Angustine’s of Canterbury, where he matriculated
at the age ot ceventeen. He obtained two exhibitions,
and also carvied oft the Hebrew prize of his year.
Having passed his colleginte earecr, and, not l'ming
old enough for Orders, he aceepted n tutorship in St.
Colmuba’s College, near Dublin, Ireland, under his
old friend the Warden, the late unented Reverend
George Willinms,  After passing o very successful
examination before the S, P. Gl board (the examiners
being appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury,
the Archbishop of York and the Bishop of London)
he was placed on their clerieal staff, and was ap-
pointed by the late Bishop of Quebec, to the mission
of New Ireland, in Megantic, in succession to the Rev.
Dr. Roe; from whence ho removed to St. George's in
Toronto, as assistant 'minister; then to Ottawa, where
he organized five mission stations around the city ;
took pupils; and - edited  the * Ontario  Episcopal
Gazette ™ at the same time. He was then sent to
Fitzroy and Pakenhum, where he laboured for up-
wards of twelve years ; thence the Bishop sent him to
Smith's Falls, and now to Kemptville.
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SyNob Orrice, —Collections &c., received during the
woeek ending 218t May, 1881,

Misston  FuNoe—Parochial — Collections,—Mulmur,
St. Luke's $75°45, Trinity 81815, St. David, Kveret,
#22:65; Thornhill $67-00; Richmond Hill $43-25;
Seymour and Percy, $314455 St. 'Thomas's, Shanty
Bay, $18°75.

Wibpows' AND  ORPHANS' FuND. - Annual Subserip-
tion.—Rev. C. K. Sills $5:00. October Collection.—Sey-
mour and Perry, on account of assesment $1:3:13,

DiviNity  Stupknts'  FuNp.—dApril  Collection,—
Thornhill $3-37; Richmond Hill $2:71: Craighurst,
St. John's $1:84; Midhurst 35 cents; Su. Jaunes's 81
cents; Trinity College chapel, Toronto, $10-00.

SyNop Orrick.—Collections, &c., received i ing the
week ending May 28th, 1881.

MissioNn Funp.—Pariochial  Collictions.—Scarboro’
Christ Church $83:25, St. Jude's $31:40, St. Paul's
$21:75; Fenelon Falls and St. Peter's $83:26; St.
John's, Berkeley, additional $1-00.  Special Appeal . —
Hon. Chief Justico Spragge, on account of subscrip-
tion $50; C. J. Campbell, subscription $20.

Wipows' AND OrpHANS' FuNp.  October Collrction,—
Tecumseth, an account of Assessment $10°00 ; Pcrry-
town, additional $3:00, Clarke, additional $1:50, H
zubethville, additional $1-00.
DiviNiTy StUDENTS' FUND.
John's, Berkeley $5-05.

Arcoma Funo. Day of Intercession Collection.—All
Saint’s, Toronto $30°10; St. John's, Berkeley $1:80;
Trinity College Chapel, Toronto $9-83; St. Anne's,
Toronto $10°16; Cobourg $16:19; Alliston $1:05;
Trinity College School Chapel, Port Hope $18:00 ; St.
Luke's, Ashburnham $3:00 ; St. James' Cathedral,
Toronto $8:35.

Book aNp Tract Funp.—St. Luke's, Ashburnham,

April - Collection,—S8t.

for library books, $10-00.




