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I,op in this life, and of the mo* exquisite enjoyment in the 
future euch, at least, there is reason to believe, is the de- 
s <jn of a benevolent Creation communicating life to sentient 
beings. We should, therefore, on the days we commemo­
rate, in reference to the time of our entrance into this world, 
remember the invaluable blessing of life conferred, and with 
grateful joy raise our hearts to our Great and Infinite Benefac­
tor. But birth-days should not only remind us of the gift of 
life, but of our obligations to God for the preservation of our 
existence.—How numerous are the dangers, seen and unseen, 
through which, every successive year, we have been preserv­
ed ! whilst death has been unceasingly performing his office 
ypoo the human family—whilst persons of all ages and con­
ditions have been removed into the changeless future, our 
natural existence has been continued, and our life prolonged- 
How much depends upon the continuance of life, I need not 
now stay particularly to point out, that on this, depend the 
continuance of our probationary state, all opportunities of 
receiving and doing good, and preparing for Eternity. Our 
life once brought to a close, in that very moment our thoughts 
perish ; our efforts cease ; we enter a scene, where oppor­
tunities of redeeming abused privileges are never enjoyed, 
but where our eternal destiny, whether of bliss or pain will 
take iU character from the deeds already done in the body. 
What cause of gratitude that we have been epared, and our 
state of trial has been prolonged I Instead, therefore, of 
drowning our eeneee with the intoxicating draught, or yield­
ing oar minds to the exclusive solicitations of thoughtless 
truth, we should, on our btrtb-days, gratefully remember, 
that, amid much sinfulness, we have been brought through the 
chequered scenes and strange vicissitudes of another and 
another year !

Birth-days, or at least, a portion of them, thoull be spent 
tn serious reflection.

There are times which prompt to reflections of a serious 
nature such for instance, as when we stand over the dying 
forms of our own friends, or follow to the grave their cold 
remains : then reflection, will, as it were, involuntarily 
force itself upon us, and to divest ourselves of its hold 
the most determined effort is found to be accessary. Such a 
tone also for reflection ahould be the return of those days ou 
which we commemorate oor entrance into the world, and 
whilst they successively arrive, we should reflect seriously 
upon the flight of time, bearing in mind that another and 
■notlier year, important periods of life are gone—gona never 
to return. An examination of the past will seldom fail to 
convince us of opportunities of receiving and doing good un­
improved—numerous religious privileges unenjoyed—mercies 
abused—offers of salvation rejected—neglect of duties, and 
commission of sin*. By a person at all concerned for his 
eternal welfare these things cannot be remembered with in­
difference : in all, they should excite deep humiliation, and 
Imsrt felt, pungent contrition. Nor should we content our­
selves with a mere review of the past, associated as it is 
with painful conviction of sins of omission and commission, 
but we should likewise eamesty seek divine forgiveness thro' 
the divine propitiation of Christ, knowing that with the Lord 
there is mercy that He may be feared and plenteous redemp- 
t.on that He may be sought unto.

Birth-days should be to remembered as to prompt us

it is to be found in the inherent, hereditary depravity ef * 
nature : these most pass through a process of spirited ^ 
uewal in order to the enjoyment of God here or hens for 
The personal experience of this inward spiritoal grace,'' 
should be to us a matter of the (vet magnitude ; and oa * 
birth-days, when oor attention is directed to the subject sf 
our natural birth, we should in an especial manner, seek Us 
the renewal of our hearts in righteousness and true holies* 
For whet will oor natural birth avail without the birth from 
above ? Without this our natural existence, in the end, will 
prove a curse—a curse brought on ourselves by a wilful asg- 
lect of means established for the attainment of an iawad 
transformation. On the return of our birth-days, let * i* 
ourselves, Am I born again—born of God—is my evil as. 
ture subdued—is my heart renewed in the image of God*—
If we cannot answer these questions affirmatively, oh 1 1st 
oa be concerned, and pray to God for the renewing iaAeeees 
of the Holy Spirit, and, as guilty sinners, believe oa tbs 
Lord Jesus Christ. “ As many aa received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that be- 
Here on h'ts name :—which were born, not of blood, nor ef 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, bet of Geo." 
(John i. 12. IS.)

Birth-days should be so commemorated as to lead ut faith­
fully to employ every future year in the service of God aa4 
preparing for the eternal\icorld.

The great object of this life is to prepare for that Etetiiy 
which will succeed it They, who make no preparation, 
who allow their years and religoue privileges to peas away 
unimproved, who live onto themselves, following the devices» 
and desires of their evil hearts, will be excluded from the 
heavenly inheritance, and punished with everlasting destruc­
tion from the presence of God and from the glory of hie 
power. On the other hand, they, who devote themselves to 
God and his service, who faithfully improve their time and 
every other talent, will be welcomed into the mansions ef 
ever-daring felicity. " Be not deceived ; 'God is not mock­
ed : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
For he Uiat soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap cor­
ruption ; but he that aoweth of the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap life everlasting." (Gal. vi. 7. 8.) Such being the earn, 
our birtb-daya, while they remind us of past folly, neglect, 
and aiufulness, ahould stimulate us to renewqd and increased 
devotedoess in the caose of unfeigned, scriptural, experimen­
tal, and practical piety, so that wo may answer the desiga ef 
our Creation, and “ glorify our God below ind find ear 
way to heaven." Were the occasions, of which we speak, 
thus employed, instead of being spent in the light and trifling 
manner in which are usually observed, they would prove aen­
eous of spiritual profit, and we ahould be able, with the 
Christian Poet, to ting

“ Cod of my life, to them 
My cheerful «oui I raise '

Thy goodness bade me be,
And still prolongs my days ;

I see my natal hour return,
And bless the dey that I was born."

r i the obtainment of a heavenly-birth.
Such is the necessity of a spiritual, or heavenly-birth, 

that, without it, there is no admission into the kingdom of 
God, on earth, or in heaven. (John iii. 3. 5.) Thus inward 
grace is styled, by the Church of England, “ a death onto 
sin and a nric-birth unto righteousness." The neceati'y of

MISCELLANY.

Coal, Ieof, Ann Steam.—In has been calculated 
that in this country (England) about fifteen thousand 
stearo-engjnes are daily at work. One of those in 
Cornwall is said to have the power of a thousand bor- 
æa ; (he power of each horse, according to Mr. Watt, 
being equal to that of five men and a half. Supposing 
then the average power of each eteam-engine to be
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