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F. S 8 A Y ON U fill 1 8 T I A N MISSIONS.

PRIZE OF TWO HUNDRED GUINEAS, Ac.

DURING ilm last flirty years, many excellent Ser­
mon». Tract», nml Pamphlets, have appeared on the subject of 

Mission» in the Heathen ; but the want of a comprehensive work, em­
bracing all the topics directly and collaterally invdlved in the general 
theme, has long been fell and very generally acknowledged. It has 
occurred to n few friend» ol the .Missionary enterprise in Scotland that 
this diMuieraturn in o '- Christian literature might be supplied by 
nu-un» of friendly competition, were the theme of Mission» proposed 
as the subject of a Prize Essay. Dispensing, for the present, with the 
consideration of Ihe causes that may instrumental!)! have retarded the 
progress of Christianity throughout the world, and w ith the Investiga­
tion of the most approved methods of practically conducting Missions 
abroad, a I'uizb of Two lit sue en Gi ink»» Is hereby offered for Ihe 
best Essay, and another l’niza of Fifty Gi i sus for tlir second best 
Essay on •• Thr Italy, l‘riu/r"r, and Encaurazrmrnt nf ( hrittinn* 
l') send thr I/ii i/o / o/ Sahnt in n ta thr un/n/iyhlrtird A alions of thr 
Earth. The grand object ol Missions, viz., Ihe regeneration of a lost 
world through the nll-sulllriciit atonement of the lord our Righteous­
ness and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, niu»t lie distinctly unfolded 
and vindicated from ihe Sacred Scriptures. The Duty, Privilege, Ac 
must be illustrated as enjoined or sanctioned by Divine commands. 
Evangelical motives, and ctplicit prophecies, at well as recommended 
by a review of the lieneficial effects of Christianity on the civilization 
of the world, and the reflex Influence of the Missionary enterprise In 
improving the spiritual lone and condition of the Reformed Churches. 
Under the head of Duty, must lie comprehended the obligation to ad­
vance tiie kingdom of I lie Redeemer by means ol prayer, counsel, pe­
cuniary contribution, and personal services. Answers must also be 
furnished to all the most plausible objections that have from time to 
time been urged against the rouse of Missions.

In order at once to demonstrate the Catholicity of the present de­
sign, ami inspire universal confidence in the rectitude of the decision, 
the lollowuig°Gvoilemen have been requested, and have kindly con­
sented, to become adjudicators, viz. : —
The Rev. David Welsh, D.D., Professor of Church History in the Uni­

versity of Edinburgh.
The Rev. 'Ralph Wardlaw, D.D., Glasgow.
The Rev. Henry Melville, II.O., Camberwell, late Fellow and Tutor 

of St. I’eter’s College, Cambridge.
The Rev Jnbcz Hunting, U.D., President of the Wesleyan Conference,

London.
The Rev. Thomas 9. Crisp, President of the Baptist College, Bristol.

The Essays will be received on or before 1st June, 1839, by the Se­
cretaries ot the Church of England, London, Baptist, and Wesleyan 
Missionary Societies, at the respective Mission Houses in l-ondoo, and 
by the Rev. Ur. liriintoti. Convener, or Rev. Ur. Gordon, Secretary of 
the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland’s Committee tor Fo­
reign Missions, Edinburgh- Each must he accompanied with a seal­
ed It iter, enclosing the name and address of Ike author—the Letter 
and Essay bearing some motto or superscription common to both. No 
Ess-tv need be forwarded which U not written or copied In a clear, 
distinct, legible hand. The Adjudicators are expected to make their 
decision known on or lirfore 1st June, 1H1U, r.ficr which dale the Es- 
saxs will be returned, on proper application at lliu several Offices 
where they were originally left, viih the l.effers unopened except 
those accompanying the successful Treatise». Half of the profit» ari­
sing from the sideof the Copywright of Ihe F»»nx, to which the Prize 
of Two Hundred Guineas slmll he awarded, to lie given to the Author, 
the other half to be applied to sueli object, promotive ol ihe great 
cause of Missions, as Ihe Contributors to the present Piize may deem 
most ex pedielit.

In the name nf the Contributor»,
STEVENSON M G1I.L. D.D.,

Professor of Divinity In the University of Glasgow. 
THOMAS CIKI.MF.R3, !>.!>.. L.L.D.,

Professor ol Divinity in the University of Edinburgh. 
ALEXANDER DUFF, HI).,

Church of Sent land Mission, Calcutta.
CHRISTIAN l.llillARV.

A SMALL CHRISTIAN LIBRARY Ins been
for n short time e«t ihU-hc.!, under the superiatendensc of mem­

ber» of the Church i t England, with Ihe design of promoting religious 
reading by providing Hie principal religions publications nf the dav, on 
as onsy^term» is possible. K,nre a rcient importation, ihe number of. 
Hook» on tin-CH'ap çue, amounts to about - Vi, among which are nil 
the work» ol I lie ltev-il. IMiilit. the Rev. Dr. K rummer her, author of, 

U “ '"lij ,h the. Tishhilp,” Ihe Rev. C. Bridges, author of “ Exposition of 
r IV" i Ib-al'i..” the Rev. R. Philip, r.iithor ol" •• Experimental Guides.’’
V *' * be Clary's,’’ ,1-c. and those ot" Charloite Elizabeth ; and the Life

I < i:i re. find Journal» and Sermons of Henry Martin, lives of Thoma- 
». . Itrul.erd. .Ac, The small subscription of i». a year, entitles the
so'>«-riber to receive a book n week. 't he Library is at present placed 
•i • i- o.dee o| II. Pryor. Esq., lit !li«-»in el, where books can be had 
I my I'uesdav. from - to 4 o'clock-rial b» xxlioni subset-1 pi ions and 
doi.uommlln r of books or money xvdl be thanklblly received.

THE < IilLD’S DEPARTMENT.

W VTU.K.
“ f*crsaid Robert to hi* fattier one day,'" what a beauti- 
rat doud x onder is in the sky 1 1 wonder what it is made

“My dear boy,"" replied his father, “it is nothing but
hcatc’ ’’

*’ Why, pa, you astonish me !” cried Robert. “ What ! 
is that irater which lies on a heap op high in the air, and has 
such beautiful colours and curious shapes ?’*

“ It is even water, my son. Do you not know that rtieia 
water, and that rain falls oat of the eloads ? ”

“ But, pa, if rain does faU out of the eloads, doss tWt 
prove that clouds are water ; 1 have seen rain fall oat el the 
tree-tops ; but that never led roe to think that frees are wa­
ter. Do explain this to roe.”

•• It pleases me, Robert,” said his father, " to see you is 
desirous of knowing the truth of things, as not to be satisfied 
with bare appearances. 1 will endeavour to clear up this dif­
ficulty to your satisfaction. You have seen water boil is g 
pot, and you have seen steam conic out of it. Now the wa­
ter will all boil away ; and when it is gone, the steam will 
stop rising ; so the water all goes out in steam, or very mwH 
particles of water raised by the heat, which float in lha air 
and become invisible.”

“Yes,” said Robert, “ I remember putting a piece af 
cold iron in the steam of a pot, and it was soon covered whh 
large diops of water. I suppose that it was the steam m| 
tling on the iron.”

“ Yes, Robert ; and now I will tell you more aboat the 
operations of water. Y’ou know that when things are wet, 
they will become dry, and you cannot see the water res Ml 
of them. The reason is, it goes off in steam or vapoar, which 
is invisible to the eye. In this way water rises into ihgair 
continually, which is always full of it Set a bottle ortald 
water in a warm room, and it will soon be covered wkh 
drops of water, which collect on it out of the air. The lit­
tle invisible particles of steam are attracted by the cold g law: 
—they touch one another till they become large enough to 
be Men, and by that means collect by degrees into drops, la 
this way the rain is formed. A cloud is nothing but fog or 
steam become visible in small drops of water, but not heavy 
enough to sink down in the air. By some means, which 
God has provided for that purpose, those little bits of water 
which float round in the air like dust, touch one another by 
the force of attraction, and when they become large encage 
they fall down. While they are falling, they continue to ia- 
crease in size till they become a heavy rain.”

“ 1 thank you, pa.” said Robert ; “ now I understand it 
Bot what gives the clouds so many colours ?

“ The colours, Robert, are the reflection of the light ef 
the run. There are colours in the sun's light ; and the 
things on which he shines have the power of throwing kick 
the light to our eyes, and showing colours, ltul let us re­
turn to the clouds and water. You see what a fine contri­
vance the clouds are for watering the fields when they be­
come dry. The heat of the sun or air dries up the water 
from the sea ; the air carries it over the land and throws il 
down on Ihe fields to make the grass and other things grew. 
And then again the son dries out the water after the grain 
grows, and causes it to ripen and become hard, fit to keep in 
the barn, and be made into bread; which water goes off 
again in tie air, to fall in rain in another place. This is the 
way thdPall green things grow ; by which it appears that 
steam supports the life of men, beasts, trees, and plants, 
i'leam does more : it makes all rivers and streams of wster, 
and springs. For these all are the offspring of vapour aid 
rain, which falls on the land and runs off in rivers. Did yoa 
never Itear people complain of too math rain ?”

“ Yes, papa, 1 Have often. I heard neighbour Brown say 
the other day, that he wished it would always stop raining 
when the ground became wet enough to make his crops 
grow. But noxv I see if the silly man could have his wish, 
we never should have rivers for steam-boats to run ou ; aa» 
nor grist mills to grind our xx heat. This makes me think of 
what you once told me, that God is a much better contriver 
than man, and knows best in every thing.”

TERMS, &C.
The \\ f-ffrvan (rneh number containing it; pages Imperial octavo,) js 

P’il'li.»ht'il « very other Monday (evening) by Wni. Cunuabell, alh*
JMl.rc, South end Bedford Row, Halifax, N. 9. Terms : Sevee »U- 
l"i-» and Sixpence per annum; bv mail. Eight Shilling» and NkW 
pence (including postage) one half always in advance. All noov 
meations must be addressed to the Agent of the Wesleyan, HaB- 
lav V s.

NOTICE TO AOEATS.
'Vtffnts for A#Mc*le \an, are requested to observe the lollop* 

me regulation : i* every instance the *ub#cription money 
paid in advance,—one half when the Paper is subscribed for, the sOW 
hair at the end of six months: they will, in the first instance, 
the names ol none who comply not with the first part of this 
filiation, and in ihe next instance, they will please forward at IBS 
end of the half year, the names of all who toil in observing the tatwv 
pnrt of the regulation, and the Paper, as to pitch persons. Will w 
immediately discontinued.—They will please make a speedy retww 
of Subscribes’ nettles to the Agent.


