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ESS8AY ON CHRISTIAN MISSIONS
PRIZE OF TWO HUNDRED GUINEAS, &c.

URING the last forty years, many excellent Ser-
mons. Tracts, and Pamphlcts,-have appeared on the subject of
Missions te the leathen : but the want of a comprehensive work, em-
bracing all the topics directly and coliaterally invélved in the general
theme, has long been felt and very generally scknowledged. 1t has
occurred to a few friends of the Missionary enterprise in Scotland that
this dexideratum in oor Christian literature might be supphed by
means of friendly competition, were the theme of Missions proposed
as the subject of a Prize Essay, Dispensing, for the present, with the
consideration of the causes that may instrumentally have retarded the
progreas of Cliristianity throughout the world, and with the investiza-
Lion of the moxt approved methods of practically enducting Missions
abroad, a 'riz& of Two HisprED GuiNesy is hereby offered for the

. bent Essay, and auother Pr1zE of FiFTy GuiNEas for the second best

fiesay on » The Duty, Privilese, and Encourazement of Christians
ty send the Gospel of Salvation to the uncnlizhlened Nations of the
Earth. ‘The grand object of Misricus, viz., the regens-ration of’ a lost
world through the all-suflicient atonement of the Lord our Righteous-
ness and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, must be distinctly unfolded
und vindicated trom the 8acred Scriptures. The Duty, Privilege, &c
must be ilkustrated. as enjoined or sanctioned by Divine commands,
Evangelical motives, and explicit prophecies, as well as recommended
by areview of the beneficial effects of Christianity on the civilization
of the world, and the reflex iufluence of the Missibnary enterprise in
improving the spiritusl tone and condition of the Reformed Churches.
Under the head of Duty, must be comprehended the obligation to ad-
vance the kingdom of the Redeemer by means of prayer, counsel, pe-
cuniary contribution, and personal services. Answers must also be
furmshed to ull the nost plausible objectiyns that have from time to
time been urged against the cause of Misaions.

In order at once to demonstrate the Catholicity of the present de-
wign, and iospire universal confidence in the rectitude of the decision,
the following®Gentlemen have been requested, and have kindly con-
sented, to become adjudicators, viz, : —

The Rev. David Welsh, D.D., Professor of Church Hlistory iu the Uni-
versity of Edinbuargh.

The Rev. Rulph Wardluw, D.D., Glasgow.

‘The Rev. Henry Melville, B.D., Camberwall, l1ate Fellow and Tutor
ol 8t. Peter’s College, Cambridge. )

Thellh-v. Jabez Bunting, D.D., President of the Wesleyan Couference,
.ondon.

The Rev. Thomas 8. Crisp, President of the Baptist College, Bristol.

The Fssays will be received on or hefore 1st June, 1339, by the Se-
cretaries of the Church of England, London, Baptiat, and Wesieyan
Missionary Socictics, at the respective Mission Houses in l.ondon, and
by the Rev. Dr. Brunton, Convener, or Rev. Dr. Gordon, Secretary of
the General Assembly of thé Church of 8cotland’s Committee for Fo-
reign Missions, kdinburgh.  Each must be accompanied with a seal-
vd lctter, enclosing the name and address of the author—the Letter
and Fsray Learing some motto or saperscription common to both. No
Essav need be forwarded which s not writien ot copied in a clear,
disinct, legible hand.  The Adjndicators are cxpected 1o make their
decision known on or hefore 18t June, 1810, rfier which date the Es-
»avs Will be returned, on proper application at the severul Oflices
where they were originally left, with the Leffers unopened except
those nccompanying the successfo] Treatses. Hnull of the profits uri-
sing from the sifle ot the Copywright of the Essav, to which the Prize
of ‘Two [lundred Guineas shall be awarded, to be given to the Author.,
the other half to be applied to such object, promotive of the great
cause of Missions, as the Contributors to the present Prize may deem
most expedient,

— In the name of the Contributors,

STEVENSON M-GILL, D.D.,

Professor of Divinity in the University of Glasgow.
TIHOMAS CITALMERS, D.D., L.L.D.,

Professor ot Divinity in the University of Edinburzh.
ALEXANDER DUFF, DD,

Church of Scotland Mission, Calcuttn.

CHRISTIAN LIBRARY.

SMALL CHRISTIAN LIBRARY has been

for a shorg time c<tablishe !, under the superintendenec of niem-
bers of the Charch ot England, with the desizgn of promotiag relizions
reading by providiss the principal religions publicntions of the dav, on
Ay easy terins a8 possibie. Binge u recent unportation, the namber of
Haoka b the Caralogue, amonnta to about 29, among wlhich are nll
the work< of the Reva il Blunt, the Rev. Dr. Kruminacher, anthor of
VN the Tashbate,” the Rev. C. Bridge: avthor of @ Exposition of
OO0 ENAlLT the Rev. R. Phillp, rathor of ** Bxperimental Goides.”
e MaryteT &el nnd those of Chartotte lizabeth : and the Life
Lotzers and Journale and Sermons of Henry Martyn, lives of Thonine
sy Braterd, Lo The small subscription of Sx. 11 vear. entitles the
substriber toreceive o book a week.  The Library is at present placed
it caice of B Pryvor, BEsag., Hellis-sireet, wherg books can be ha!
e oeny aesdav, fron 2 1o 4 o'clork— pud by whom subseriptions and
donsniengetier of booke or money w:ll be thauktitlly peceived.
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THNE CHILD'S DUPARTMENT.

WATER.

“¥er.” snid Robert to his father one day,*” what a beauti-
! cloud yonder is in the sky ' 1 wonder what it is ade
oft 1 T

¢ My dear boy,"" replied his father, ‘it is nothing but
water ™'

** Why, pa, you astonish me !’ cried Rabert. ** What !
18 that water which lies on a heap vp high in the air, and has
such beautifal colours and curious shapes >’

-

“

‘It is even water, my son. Do you not know that '*'.
water, and that rain falls out of the clouds ?

*“ Bat, pa, if rain does full out of the clouds, does the
prove that clouds are water ; 1 have seen rain full out of the
tree-lops ; but that never led me to thiok that trees arg wa.
ter. Do explain this tc me.”’

*¢ It pleases me, Robert,”’ said his father, ¢ to see you s
desirous of knowing the truth of things, as not to be satisfied
with bare appearances. 1 will endeavour to clear up this dif-
ficulty to your satisfaction. You have seen water boil ia g
pot, and you have seen steam come out of it. Now the wa.
ter will ali boil away ; and when it ia gone, the steam will
stop rising ; so the water all goes out in stean, or very small
particles of water raised by the heat, which float in the air
and become invisible.”’ .

“Yes,”’ eaid Robert, ‘‘ I remember putting a piecs of
cold iron in the steam of a pot, and it was soon covered with
large diops of water. | suppose that it was the steam ont
tling on the iron.”’

*“Yes, Robert ; and now I will tell yoa more about the
operations of water. You know that when things are wet,
they will become dry, and you cannet see the water rus out
of them. The reason is, it goes off in steam or vapour, which
is invisible to the eye. In this way water rises into g air
continually, which is always full of it. Set a bottle o
water in a warmn room, and it will soon be covered with
drops of water, which collect on it out of the air. The lis-
tle ivisible particles of steam are attracted by the co'd glass:
—they touch one another till they become large enough o
be seen, and by that means collect by degrees into drops. In
this way the rain is formed. A cloud is nothing baut fog or
stéam become visible in smiall drops of water, but not heavy
enough to sink down in the air. By somne nieans, which
God has provided for that purpose, those little bits of water
which float round in the air like dust, touch one another b
the force of atiraction, and when they become large QDOI‘{

crease in size till they become a heavy rain.”’

‘1 thank you, pa.”’ said Robert ; ‘“ now I understand it
Buot what gives the clouds so many colours ?

““ The colours, Robert, are the reflection of the light of
the eun. There are colours in the sun's light ; and the
things on which he shines have the power of throwing back
the light to our eyes, and showing colours. DBut let us rew
vtorn to the clouds and water. You see what a fine contri-
| vance the clouds are for watering the fields when they be-
come dry. The heat of the sun or air dries up the water
from the sea ; the air curries it over the land and throws i
down on the fields to make the grass and other things grow.
And then ngain the sun dries out the water after the graia
grows, and causes it to ripen and become hard, fit to keep in
the barn, and be wnade into bread ; which water goes off
again inr air, to fall in rain in another p'ace. ‘I'lus.is the
way thaf¥all green things grow ; by which it appears that
sleam supports the life of men, beasts, trees, and plants.
Steam does more : it makes all rivers and streams of water,
and springs. For these all are the offipring of vapour and
rain, which falls on the land and runs off in rivers. Did you
never hear people complain of too much rain 2**

‘“ Yes, papa, | Bave ofien. I heard neighbour Brown ssy
the other day, that he wished it wou'd a'ways stop raining
lwhcn the ground became wet enough to make his crops
igrow. DBut now I see if the sillv man could have his wish,
'we never-should have rivers for steam-Loats to run on ; 80y
nor grist mills to grind our wheat. This makes me think of
what you once told me, that God is a much better contriver
than man, and knows best in every thing.”’

) TERMS, &-.

The Weslcvan (cach number containing 16 pages imperinl octave,) is
publi-hec cvery other Monday (eveniug) by Wm. Cunnabell, sthis
Oftice, South ¢nd Bedford Row, Halifax, N. 8. Terms: Seven &
linz< and Sixpence per annum; by mail, Eight Shillings and Nise-
pence (including postage) one half always in advance. All comme-
:ncur:_-n: must be addressed 1o the Agent of the Wesleyas, Holt-
AN, N, N,

NOTICE TO AGEXATS.

The Agents for the Weale) an, are requested to observe the follow-

ing regulgtion: Im every instance the subscription money must

half at the end of six months: they wiil, in the first instance,
the names of none who comply not with the first part of this re-
gulation, and in the next instance, they will please forward st
end of the half vear, the names of all who fail in observing the iatte?
part of the regulation, and the Paper, as to such persons, will b®

immediately discontinved.—They will please make s speedy retar
of Bubscribers’ names 1o the Agent. '
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