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gives us an excellent example to
follow. We need to have it before
our minds every day of our lives.

The Law is the Law.
of the Phari
can not excuse
Christ knew
will that He cure this sicl
He knew it was no violation of the
Sabbath ; hence, He worked the
miracle. In our own lives we »
confronted by difficulties similar t
those placed in the way of Chris
There is an unbelieving worl
mocks at us, that questions
rights, that doubts our sincerity.
In the face of all this, we must do
our duty and do it fearlessly.
Once we know God’'s command we
know our duty, and no power on
earth should prevent us from doing
it. The Pharisees were not Christ’s
teachers; neither were they com
missioned by God to interpret the
Law. For this reason, if for no
other, Our Lord disregarded pro

When Catholics are

confronted with a questioning
mob, such as are their enemies,
let them remember that God
js  their teacher ; and |
the Church is the interpret
God's word and commands.

them hear the Church, therefore,
lending at the same time a deaf ear

to their foes. They may pray for
their enemies, they should pray for

them, but never should they be in-

fluenced by them.
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Wednesday August 831.—Raymond
Nonnatus, a member of the Order
of Our Lady of Mercy for the re
demption of captives, who being
gsent into Algiers to purchase slaves
expended all his money and then
ve himself into captivity as
ransom for others. He encouraged
the captive Christians and converted
some of the 3. He
was treated barbarously
infidels. Finally he 5 relea
and on his return to Spain
nominated a cardin 1. He died
Cardona on the way to Rome
1240 at the age of thirty-seven.
Thursday September 1.
Giles, a noble Athenian, who could
not find the solitude he desi i
his own country. He
France and chose a hermitage
I the Rhine. He was
el ) his sanctity and
miracles, and great devotion to him
has sprung up in France and
England.
Friday September 2.—St. Stephen,
King of Hungary. He rooted out
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| idolatry, suppressed pagan rebel-

Gospel, are ld not nlerely in the
lavery of their passions, but even
in the more odious slavery of
Satan ? To aid in the enlighten-
ment of those unfortunate pagan
millions S to fulfil one ol
the most important obliga
tions of Christianity. When we
fulfil this obligation W give
God an agreeable testimony of
our gratitude for gift of Faith
which we ot ves possess
Three ways are open to us to
help in the conversion of the heathen
in foreign lands. The {1 one,
possible to all, is to bring down
the blessings of heaven on those
who, while engaged in the work,
are asking God to give efficacy to
their labors and sufferings. Mis-
sionary activity is vain and sterile
rrace does not make it fruitful.
Paul declared, ‘I have sown
Apollo has watered, but it is God
who gives the increase,” (I Cor iii,
6.1 One of the most powerful ways,
therefore, of moving Him to grant
fruitfulness of missionary labors in
foreign lands is humble and per
severing prayer. Normally speak-
ing, it is the will of God that men
be saved by the ministry of their
fellow-men. Surely if there is an
intention for which our prayer is
assured of being listened to, it is
that offered for the success of
missions among pagan nations.

While missionaries are laboring for
souls in distant vineyards, Catholics
at home should have their hands

through lack of
andicapped in his

rule, it is not the
wealthy that keep
v nd active in
foreign . but rather the
pennies of the r. One of the
most powerful helps Catholic mis
sionary effort c t of during
the past century i » Society of
the Propagation « the Faith,
which, for a whe hundred years
has gathered millions of dollars
from the offerings of the wpoor.
Why should not our wealthy Catho-
lics also help in this important
work ? Wealth has its obligations
as well as its privileges; the
stewards of wealth in this world
are apparently indifferent to the
interests of Him who gave them
them to
retainit. Unhappily,
which all Cathol
in this important matter of helping
foreign missions is mademorespecu
lative than practical; the triumph of
Christ and His Church in this world
does not appeal to them as it should.
And vet St. John warns the rich:
‘He that hath the substance of thi
world and shall see his brother in
need, how doth the charity of God
abide in him?”’ The wealthy are
not called upon to sacrifice their
lives in the work, but they are
called upon to sacrifice a part of
their substance to help those who

are doing the work. When they

enthusiastie a
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