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DECEMBER 21, 1901

T
ther that Christmas night. How can ‘

a Christian man separate a |‘x’mL’h‘or and
her child at such a time? The old |
man was slowly descendiyg the stairs. |
He forgot to mh.m; the I)ukfa of Wel-
lington and he did not look like a yut-
eran of Wwaterloo. Only a sad and tired
old man. )

Phat evening,
w?.":.)' Bily ! Eily!" she was half ery- |
ing and half l:ul;:hin'r.r ’ (il";nuldu. ys
I am to go back to Kells wn}h the ear-
man ; and when my mother is better |
am to hring her back and we are to be
together not only for Christmas but for
all the time."’

Next morning, I watehed Margie as
she mounted the jaunting ear and rode
On Christmas Eve she rode back
Floyd's coach which had been
sont for her and which was like a house
on wheels.  Her mot her, paleand gentle
but very pretty, was with her.

General Flint did not give any Christ-
mas dinner to his distinguished friends.
All the handsome plate, however, was
pbrought out, and Margie wore her new
red delaine and Miss Martha wore her

Margie flew up to my

away.
in Col.

aray poplin. 1 think that the dinner
gra
was a great success, for everyhbody

geemoed so happy. 's mother sat
peside her little 3t P eyes were
pright and shining as the goblets that
held the wine, Nothing would dobuat 1

must come in for the dessert,

il

old General asked me if the plam pud
ding tasted all right now,

Then he rose up and lifted his silver
goblet of wine and drank a toast ** t«
the memory ol my comman ler at Wat
100, and then another to to ** he
most gracious Majesty the Que  okd

CHRISTMAS AT BETHLEHEN.

The ¢ elebration of the Vigll -Seenes

at the Hoar for Matins the Parcrl

arch's Masws—the Ceremony ot the

Grotto

Christmas in Bethlehem! There is a
strai fuseination in the word It
awakens overy thoueht that has to do
with the happy season. W n the
flash of an eye, the mang the shep
herd keeping night watches over their

flocks, the brightness an L splendor ol
the angelic host,

To spend Christmas in
Jowed place is the desire ol
grim to the Holy Land,

f the year draws near,

ind v

time «
to fill the littls town
fies ** The House of

sure that there is room for them, at
Jeast, in the inn,

As one journeys over the road the
story old indeed and yet even e
that first holy night come
mind with its many details. Perl
is the contrast with that
day ; the strange compa )
the centuries. One  pi the 1
Family wandering in t t
Bethlehem. The inn is crowded.  Light

streams from the barred
sounds of mirth are hea
is no room for a 1

ad

the stars

garments eloser aro

And Herod is givin
many friends are g
on a hill hard by,
is a night of festival, wilo are
poor w yuld have done better vl they
made some provision for their accommo
dation.

After all, what mattered ?
Only a Child born in a stable, a hidden

v banquet his

seed in his palace

to do him honor. It

and those

has it

cavern where the ox and the ass are
sheltered | All Bethlehem has  seen
those lights that glow in the ruler's

stronghold ; but only a handful of shep

herds have witnessed the glory of
heaven, The many praise Ciesar to-
night ; foew simple men, just from

their toil in the ficlds, kneel before the
Babe and salute Him King. But they
are few and poor and despised.

Such thoughts come into the heart,
as one 'l“"l),ll'l'\ (?“l‘-\ \"ll r”l' Ih" L 3
monies that are to mark theanniver
of this event. And now our pilgrim
has brought us into the sight of thee
of David. Those who have never yet
beheld the town upon its eluster of hills,
lean forward in their saddles and mur
wur: ** Bethlehem !

Evory year the thoughts of the whole
Christian family, no matter what may
be its difforences in creod or rite, turns

ary

to the little town of Bethlehem. Its
name is on every lip ; and every song
and every word in honor of that day

brinos one in spirit to the distant hills
of Palestine.

In Bethlehem itself one is not sur-
prised to find the Nativity observed as
it could be in no other place. The gather-
ing of pilgrims, the many colored cos
tumes of the inhabitants rich in Orien
tal splendor, the costly vestments of
the ofliciating priests, the thousands of
lighted candles, the decorations, the

solemn ceremonies and inspiring music |

of the Church—all these lend to the
oceasion a picturesqueness and an im
pressiveness that can searcely be de-
seribed to one who has not pre
sent The whole place gives
The strects are
fl”"‘“‘;‘ml, bonfires are lit, and the
ilica of the Nativity is crowded
“]" hoginning to the end of the ser
yices,

Lhe Freneh Consul, who
makes it a point to be present as ollicial
protector of the Church in Palesting
and the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem
usually acrive a little after noon on the
day heforeChristmas. Almost all the peo

bheen
himself.
itself up to rejoicing.
has
from

always

ple of Bothlehem arve Christians—ther
are only 100 Mussulmans in the whole
W00 inhahitants—and near Hof them

gather to welcome the Consul and the
Latin Patriarch, who comes under the
escort of that The gathering
of the Turkish soldiery is the signal ol
their arrival, Then the
crowded with women while
the narrow

ollicial.

housetops ar
the men fill
streots bolow.  The Patri
"“"!' is poeeived with lond cheers, and
ami hty “Vipat!” rverds the air as he
Passes along.

Behind the Patriarch ride the French |

Consul, his chancellor and dragoman,
all mounted on magnificent horses.
Then follows the crowds of pilgrims,
gathered from the four quarters of the
globe, They press onward with im-
Patience, full of excitement and fervor;

; T
for are they not to spend Christmas in
Bethlehem ?

In the meantime
formally received at the Basilica by
the Guardian, After he blessed
!!ll' people the  chanters intone the
I'e Deam, and then he enters the Basi-

the Patriarch is

hias

! liea, going immediately to the Chureh

of St. Catherine, where having said the
accustomed prayers, he admits the
clergy and the faithful tokiss his hand.
Then robing himself in pontifical
ments, he ehants the first

Complines are chanted by the relig-
ious of the Order of St. K ,\\Ihx‘u
are the guardians of this as well as of
every other sanctuary i Palestine that
the Catholie Chureh The
Patriarch, who ha wdvantage of
the little rest,
turns at the close of Compline
part in the daily proces
tuaries

vVest-
Vespers.

Franci
POSSESSes,

taken
time t«

get a now re

to ti

on to the

N

sane

connected with the

Supper in the |
there the Patria non
table with the re 1z witl
them of the same |

By this time the conver 15 hecome
a vast hostlery, so great is the numbh
of \‘ﬂvr ns that it wlters. They
are in every conceivahle | L over
POS rher Here and

u sit around si ‘ t

have lighted, conten W
their hand Other calml roll nd

1wke thelir el 1 1 ) have ur

ir chib | ( it ¢

ind makes hir If 1
1 ‘ par excell 1
home the poor

Ch ( i ) hell n t {

t h Mat 1 |
crowded | the
e f I ld o )
( i I't ) he
bright colors, ( i
o. It "
S ‘ \ l displa
S0 1 | b | il
o ] t I el L} :
e proud of tl { d treasure
p hme ¢ ith the
o toear Blue ind
hair and rae f the Ax type
e non am A5 one
hie he Basil however
earance is entively On ! e
y witho fa t
{ wnd striped h red, je

o d blue. A 0 5

ed with fiy ( under

} | may ¢ ol of a short

stinents presente

yublic of France. Seend
is one of the greatest possible beauty,
md at the same time, the highest

lemnity. As soon as the ceremony ends

L procession is formed, while through-
out the Basilica the tapers held by the
people are lighted wnd gleam like so
many little stars. The crucifer walks
in front of the procession, and then

follow in order the Franciscans and the
members of other religious orders, and

fter these, the Patriarch, esc yrted by
his assisting priests. After the Pat-
ri h and dressed in full uniform of

Patriarch bears a cushion over-w rought
fine laces and rich ornaments of
work, upon which rests a

The

with
embroidery
re of the Divine Infant.

waxen t
features
lips are arched as it about to breakinto
a smile.
Across
and through the lateral door into the
ancient cloister of St. Jerome. This
long gallery ends in the Church of St.
Catherine. The procession €rosses the
apse at present oceupied by the Armen
jans, and descends by means of the
stone stairway into the Sanctuary of the
Nativity. Those able to get
into the limited space
{ill the entire place.
suddenly cease, and the sounds of music

who are

of the grotto soon

are hushed.
The Patiarch, advancing to the altar
of the Nativity, stands before the spot

where, nineteen centuries ago, the
infant Saviour was placed. Then the ofii-
eiating Deacon begins Lo chant the

the Nativity,

gospel of
ecame to pass that when they

“CAnd it i
there, her days were accomplished

were

that she should be dolivered.” At
these words the Deacon approaches the
Patriareh and takes u {hoe figure ol the |
Infant. *“ And here she hrought forth
her first=horn S . the Deaconchants,

nd as he does sO places the image ol
the spot that marks where Chirist was
born. ‘‘And wrapped Ilim up
swaddling clothes,” sings the Deacon,
wnd the action 18 suited to the words.

kneels before the fi

Phe Patriarch
of Our Lord and tenderly

little limbs with d slicate

covers

siiks. And

' eontinue

here laid Him in a mang
the Deacon, The Patri goes with
the little one 1m hi orms and  places
Himin the erih or mancer before which
the sheph -M‘\.le the Wise Men ol the
Kast knelt in silent wloration. :
The Gospel ended, the Gloria is in
toned and then the Te Deun lJ:‘
procession returns to the upp e ehuar \‘?
where the Patriarch chants Lo and
then celebrates his  second _\l'ro-,..\\
which he gives Holy Commuunion

| to those who wish to communicate.
| Prom midnight until o 0 ul.wl;'
| Musses are colebrated in the Grotto of
. Iranciscan fathers

| , Nativity by the
GHEENRILTY o) At that

‘x:nul other visiting pl'.iost\'.
| hour the Catholics give way to the

schismatic Greeks. As soon

gervices are over,

o most lifelife, and the tiny |

the transept the line passes

The hymns of joy |

beginning: |

as these | street cars.

turn and Masses are celebrated in sue-
1-:-\;\1\111 until sunset of Christmas day. |
This is a signal privilege granted <|I|i\'
to Bethlehem for the feast of the Nativ-
ity and Epiphany.

At 1 o'cloeck on Christmas mrn'nin;_:'i
the Patriarceh sings his third Mass, at
which a congregation similar in its
lm;lfl to that of the previous
eveidng, assists, |

'I\““ (:\'l'l'l\ I'I‘

wndd is partly

colors

the Nativity is small, v

natural and partly arti-

ficial, In order to preserve it from
harm and to make it at all times access-
ible, the ea Christians  built 2
chureh over it, and probably made the
stairway that we find to-day, The walils
of the Grotto and the natueal rocks ave
wered by rich tapestries, and from
he ceilin hang a great number of
wmorial lamps that are kept burning
izht an d day, 'l pot of the Nati
18 marked by a Ive rw hie
seript Hie « \ e Maria
Jesu Christus natus est (** Herc
J s Ch vas horn the Virgin
1 At the t-hand side is a
{ niche in the rocl where stood
manger from which the catile fed,
l h H jother laid  Him
1 there was no room for them
1 vll | ( n n
\ markin Lhe ) where lig
In the 1 \ Christmas pil
r eh piy a visit to the
| G o and to the Field of the
hoerd The Milk Grott L1
1 ( rn in the rock not for from tl
f ¢ Nativ I'rac
o that Mary hid her hile J
'L 15 making prepar 1 |
light i Egypt Whil uckling |
[ dro of milk fell
\ f the Gi Phe ! v
Bedoui have @ fai in the
P of th », powdered and
d ‘ 1 v remed fo
h 1 L .
['he Shepherd's Field « b
«l leading by the Field of Booz (or
ere Ruth gle | A church
nee built on the sit here the
angels made known to men the glad tid
of the birth of Our I this
ind the monast "
wl beside Ve
hi¢ 1 "-I“.
' nt
one sLeps tar,
¢ property of Gree iismatices
P'his the pilgrims decorate with candles
brought from Bethlel Ti they
| in prayer, after ht gospel
the day is eha [here is no

or cerem

n to Bet

1her
parts
I N wih
inat
nd 1l ti noltth ( n
L poit to end ¢
ernoon procession to the
d ich has just been 5
ys made with 1 pomp and order
d whenever the Latin Patriarch g
out  formall ile he i Bt

d by a guard of Turk-
1 by the Pacha tor

(Christian-
1 has been

Heathen

earliest days of
Lorc
veneration.
Hadrian, tried t

into a shrine of Venice

ity the birthplace of our
held in  high
hatred, under

vert, the place

and Adonis. But even this desecration
did not make the Christians forget

the holy spot, and when the Empress

Helena visited Palestine she had the
» destroyed, its idols cast out and
in its place erected the great Church
the Nativity. It wasa
wonder{ul piece of work, striking in its
simplicity and grand in the
and majestic proportions of its archi-
tecturally pure lines.

It is a strange fact, but this Church
of the pious Empress which has come
down to us of to-day, of all the many
churches erected by her orders in the
Holy Land, alone has outlasted the
storms of time and fanaticism, and re-
mains very much in its natural shape.
True, its mighty porticos are gone ;
the that shone in court and
nave, and chancel have dis-

templ

or Basilica of

sweeping

|
their rank walk the French Consul and

the varions members of his suit. Then
the laymen join in the long line which
follows.

In his arms, with tender care, the

mosaics
transept
| appeared.
| decorated its walls, four
and of these one is seard
| a fragment. But the main features of
| the buildings are still intact.

alone remain,

The three beautiful portals that for- |

merly gave entrance to the Basilica
| have been walled up. A small square
opening, about three feet high, serves
not only to admit the pilgrim, but an
| qwers for solemn entrances, such as that
of the Patriarch, as well.
monies at Bethlehem have
| only one parallel in the world and that
is in Ameri At the Chapel of the
| Holy Land, in Brookland, near Wash-
‘. ineton, D. C., there are reproductions
{ of the principal shrines of Palestine,

|  These ce

::l:ul among them the grotto of Bethle- |
{

| hem. This has been reproduced under
| the Churchin all its details, and at the

fidnicht Mass on Christmas all the
| foatures that mark the services in

| Bothlehem are, as far asis possible, car
| ried out.

As one
eves these glad

beheld with his own
pites in honor of the
Man looks back over
rwith them a spirit

who has

new-born Son ot
the vears, they brin

that conld only spring

from the le

sons

of the Christmas season. The
cleamed brightly in  the Pal
tierod, onthe hill opposite Betl
on the first of all Christmas
while in the lowly stable-cavern shone
only a single flame.  But the lichts of
r banquet have been fore lo
in the darkness of oblivion the
brichtness of the Christ-( never

oy to fill the

hearts of men with its
mes O |

heavenly ¢ Glory to God n

the highest: and on earth, peace to men

| of cood will,”’—Rev. Godfrey Schilling,

6 - O
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som ex

Jusr a Cot
by another cold, ot
iable to result 1 N wal Catarrh,
radienl cure is obtaincd, phe Throat, Bronchial
tubse and finally the lungs bi.come affected
| Nathing cures wlda so quickly and ploasantly
| ~s Oatarrhozone. Tho inspector of Mines for
| Nova Scotin, Mr Nevillo. says, '*Catarrho
| zone is the best remedy 1 have ever need, It
| cured me of Catarrh of the Head and Throat
| andlam pleased to recommend such a satis

factory remedy."” Catarrhozone is a safeguara

against Colds Coughs and Catarrh. Tt can be

u3nd while at work, in the church, theatre, or
Simply inbale Catarrhozone and
Small size, 35 cents.

it cures. Price $1.00

the Latin priests re- ﬁrunhu or Polson & Co., Kingston, Ont.
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Of the many paintings that |

y more than |

THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

THE JOY OF FAITH.

The Blessedness Which This Firmest

of Voavictlions Briogs.

Baltimore M .rror,

m : i
I'here is a4 blessedness which men of

faith attain, and a happiness they en-

joy, that is hidden
to the senses

"

that are of
he d
whic
ceredulous

who have

conlers reater

or e Agrippa, 1«
ene i

anc

| not of greatest weight ?

|

at all s

those who are
Rev. C. F.
Sut, such is not
o W we remember that *“*the
l man perceiveth not the things
spirit of God.” Bat
¢ spiritual man judges all thing and
words which the
Himsell did say
the doubting and in
** Bless

seen and

from

ziven, writes

I'homas in the . And

the

es not 1

ol the
wnkind
huked

Sav

wr of n
L He re

dl are

have I

disciple, they

lieved.,"'

What can be more blessed, what
thie

The

though

happiness, that

| it

it like

WOeT¢

elix, as il it ere something | tful ;
wid put it aside as ol no imp

All men look for
tru for
Ler but ay

blessed,
of truth.
is our soul's life, strength
No wonder there is a

ind

such

man of
above tl
of his v 1 4
templation of essential beauty and ab-
n God—breaks from him the
sheckles of the limitations cast around
him by nature the in-
herent defects of his soul—instills new
principles of life and
action by which he
tinguish the voice of

horizon
on—endows him with a ¢

his remedies

new germs of
hear and dis
infallible wisdom

profess

can

unswerving al-

legiance to the manifestations vouch
safed : and instead of falling subdued
by fatigne and exhaustion on a dry
heap of illusions, he ascends with ever-
widening spirit until he feels that the
Almighty hath given him understand-
ing, ** In Whom are hid all the treas
wisdom and knowledge.” He
has been '_cnxulnrtn-ll through the right
ways and_shown the kingdom of G d
and given the knowledge of the holy
things and been made honorable in his
labors, for his prayer has been:
forth Thy light and Thy truth.
have conducted and brought
unto Thy Holy Hill, and into Thy taber-
nacles.'’ (Psalms xiii, 3). Truly that
man is Dblessed and happy. By faith
“ Wisdom has entered his house and he

ures ol

me

gree of certainty ean there be than that
which orig g J s l

1 believe " is an aet that comes not crofu a
from
reason as |
around me
make
given me
may be strong and wi
of reasoning may
nected !
the

God I

grace com

spark of celestial fir

eating, nor belening, por exj

dyspeptic, and you

strengihens and tones the stomach, perfee's if you want a thorough Busi 8 Kdueation or

digestion, creates anormal appetite, and builde | 8 thorough Shorthand Education  You only 4

up the whole system, get an education once and you shomld get th 'R
‘A lady writes : 1 was enabled to remove best, Students admitted at any time. T | )

the corns, root and branch, by
loway's Corn Cure.”
have

“ Send |
They |

me |

|

hath reposed himself with her; her |

conversation hath no bitterness,

nor |

her company any tediousness, but joy |

and gladness.

Say
and rests on no solid basis 2 Think you
that the assent which he gives to the
teachings of faith, the
with which he cherishes its

or assurance
hopes, is
The grace of
the Most High intuses it, the love of
(+od communicates it; and
heavenly influence the human will leads

you that this certainty is flimsy |

]

under that |

the mind before the throne of the
Infinite, and accepts all the super
natural revelation. What higher de-

Distress after cating. belching, and nausea
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which Hood’s Sarasparils always cures.
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COFFEE ESSENCE

| makes delicious coffee in a moment. No trouble
| @ waste, In small and large bottles, from ab
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