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wpon this fact 3s the abs€nce of branches of this bank, apart

from that in Montreal, ighd thetefore of naturai sources ¢
information regarding #dustrial matters

In Ontari wnd Quiliec} rajlroad building is proceeding

pace- which n arks/i8 mew ¢ra in transpertation in this
*part of Canada The G@naldian|shipping on the lakes 1s n
creasing vo ne 1 4 satisfactorily, while at Montreal
there wéte increases in fite number of ocean arrivals and de
partures| freight ar "‘;“ytw' nger traffic, in the revenue ot
the port, and in’l caphl trafi Shipbuilding in Canad:
“is now very aétive, termipal facilities at Montreal and Quc
be re being | gradually/§mproved, and in almost every di

rection -j rOgress 18 evidetit

We 1.1 \vi had, however., on the St. Lawrence route,
snother seasorf| of heavyidogses.  This must be'a matter of
very great disappointmenk ta mast ( anadians who have been
indu y¢ the hope that 'the|condition of navigation on ‘the
St. Lawrence would, befafe long, be sufficiently improved to
warrant the belief that it|¥§ in every way a satisfactory high
way. We need not hesitatéito|say that this is one of the most
important points in cofilection with the development of
Canadian transportation There is little use in spending
money and energy in thdidevelopment of the railway sys
tems of this part of Canaids, tnless we can be sure that the
communication by sea is #§ perfect as it is humanly possible
to make it. We believe gtiéat [improvements are being made
and ‘are in contemplation fin| the way of lighting, and, if
there are obstructions to-mavigation which can be removed,
we presume that this will B¢ dbne, but investigations seem to
show that many of the acdidents are due solely to the care-
lessness-or incompetency df thie pilots. This i§ a grave charge,
and if true no time shouldl bé¢ wasted in dealing with it, as
well as with anyother def@tts which are capable of remedy
We feel sure that the pébple of Canada will sustain the
Government in practically @ny expenditure that is necessary
in this connéction

North-West Provinces.

At the moment, Canadd, ta many people in the  United
States and Europe, means @ur three North-West provinces,
and we who live in the East may as well become used to the
fact Having regard to présdnt population, few places are
more talked about than Wilinipeg. We waited long to come
into possession of this coutitry, guarded as’ it was so care
fully from the settler, and in (the short time during which
we have controlled its destifly,| we .have struggled hard with
the two great problems of se¢ttlemient—transportation’ and
immigration It now lobky as'if we are to have L our
reward Many claims have| been made for this part of
Canada | which fail to také into accéunt the laborious part
which man must play in its deyelopment and the probability
that, beipg inherently lazy, e will not quite do his best. On
tHe other hand, there havelbe¢n writers about the North
West whose pessimistic vigwd are obviously -the result of
holding a brief which callsifor the counsel of despair in

stead of hope The plain statement of the truth, however,
as far as it has been ~ asceftfiined, is all that the country
needs It is clearly a part @ the world where many mil

lions of pdople may work out'their material independence;
may, in proportion to their indhstry and intelligence, become
owners of property; and \\hv}'_t 4 larger proportion than 18
often the case¢ in the world, fiay|become actually wealthy
When in /August’many wkte [estimating the wheat crop
at 00,000,000 to 100,000,000 bushels, we sent to London #he

estimate of our Winnipeg mimager, which was 82,540,000
bushels For all grains togefler| his estimate was 174,125
oao bushels The crop has now been harvested and largely

marketed, and the revised repidrt |of the North-West Grain
Dealeérs’, Association at 15th (ih’!v)!u'r was as follows

Bushels

Wheat, 4.010,000 acres at .’I,(r‘buﬂwh per acre, 86,810,400

(ats 1,423,000 acres at 46.6 bushels per acre, 66,311,800

Barley 133800 acres at 31.6 bushels per acre, 13.447.800

Flax 34,000 acres at 13.2 bushels per acre, 178,130
% total of 167,04813p bushels

The conditions under whichith¢ crop was’'sown, ripenec

ind harvested, ‘were all mordayorable than we have tl

right to expect every year,andia marked contrast to those
the previous ‘year. Pe r!Li]'\ |h\' most satistactory feature
wheat crop 1s the }""""\'.‘i"n, said to be as high as 8
cent., which is clasihed -as high-grade milling

And it i1s to be remesibeted that our wheat, when

th the wheat similarly graded in  t] United

so superior to flke latter as to put 6ur farm
lvantage in obfaining what their wheat is

although {geri “~"\ affected by the fall
- t, must,. ng¥ertheless, be from $70,000;

this suth must be added that of the
produdél etc. This is not.a large sum
vithi agticultyral figures ‘in older

1 ¥&ry| large sum of money for
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i hich coftribiite \
a country so young in evefything wihich ¢ fitributes to n

wgarding new countries have

Statisti
indications~of the possibilities

dustrial success
much greater significance as
than as -illustrations of the present, and those
nnection with the very.small pro

lable area which has yet been settled, are
loubt as to our ability at some time
Great Britain with her re

f the future
we submit, regarded mn c«
portion of the avai
enough to dispose O (

in the not distant future to s 1ipply

quirements 1m cercais |
When nature is willing to do so much for us it is de

pressing to consider how badly man often »Il\‘('\ his part
There is unfortunately no longer any room for doubt that
settled of the Manitoba farms are
decreasing in productive power because the land has hv('_n
allowed to deteriorate Farmers who are careless year at
ter vear in the selection of seed, who neglect to-destroy
noxious weeds. who will not consider their land in changing
crops from year to year, or protect their crops when being
harvested, are simply enemies to the public gwu‘.; and \Il“l.ll(l.
as far as the law permits, be treated as such If the munici
pal authorities would carry out the law l\nlrh as to farmers
who allow noxious weeds to grow on their farnis, and as to
their ‘own road allowances, a change would at once result so
great as to show how criminally recklesk is the neglect of
such a course. We are glad to hear that the Canadian Pacific
antl, the Canadian Northern‘Railways, working in conjunction
with the officers of the Experimental Farms, are sending
over their lines special cars filled with samples of grain and
of noxious weeds, and in charge of lecturers who wilt illus
trate the advantage of good seed, the best methods of culti-

many of the more early

vating grain and of exterminating weeds, and the effect and
the loss in money from diseases of wheat. By far the most
interesting fact in grain-growing in the North-West at pre
sent is what might be called the discovery that we have great
winter ,wheat areas where until lately we had not even con
sidered that .winter wheat could be grown. In 1903 we raised
less than 30,000 bushels of winter wheat, while last year the
quantity in Alberta is estimated at over 1,500,000 bushels
The highest. authorities in the United States are most en
thusiastic as to its quality, and as to the value of land which
produces such an article of commerce, while in competition
with winter wheat from all parts of the United States, the
best of our varieties carried off the gold medal at the Lewis
and Clark Exhibition -recently held at Portland, Oregon
To add to the importance of the discovery, this wheat has,
thus ‘far in Alberta, been most largely grown in localities
which were not by Eastern people inclided in the wHeat
but rather in the cattle country. ‘Winter wheat has also been
grown successfully in other localities, notably in the Swan
River Valley in :Northern Manitoba, where, for four years,
erperiments have demonstrated its success. These two . dis-
tricts are so remote and so different geographically that it 1s
hardly safe to venture a guess as to what wé may not hope

to accomplish in this very important development
There has been a large increase in the shipments  of
cattle to the East, %nd as a’"whole prices were better than
last year While condition$ for the profitable grazing of
cattle by farmers are not as favorable as we could wish,
there will doubtlgss be a steady increase in live-stock ship
ments, and in time this will be a most valuable feature in
farming throughout the three provinces. There is a notice
able improvement in the character of the breeding of cattle
and horses in several localities, but hogs are not inereasing
satisfactorily in number; nor are dairying and the smaller
adjuncts of good farming, such:as raising poultry, obtaining
sufficient attention. Our Nortl&Western farmers should not
1

: .
delay o long developing along linds which have been suc

to
cessful

in such States as Iowa, Minnesota, and others, especi
ally in view of the deterioration of the land to which we have
referred

In the ranching distficts, the conditioris under which
cattle were fattened have varied, being excellent in most
parts, and in.others, while not bad, still nqt quite satis
factory. Sales have been larger than last year, prices better,
and the industry has prospered. The sale of one of the

4

largest and best known ranches in Alberta, however, to the

wthorities of the Mormon Church at a price which means
the re-sale of the ranch for farming purposes, is only one of

ications that the future of the large ranch is at

least uncertain [here are undoubtedly large areas much
more suitable for ranching than for anvthing else, while
ther parts of Southern Alberta are destined to be converted
u tarms, growing among other things the best

1t And i this connection we must not |‘|vrg('1

enterprise ot sugar making mn Alberta., based

tirely on beet crops grown in that province
Oné wonders how m Ll\)&' astern Canadians realize that
there ire already in Manitob ] ¢ ver 3.000 miles o
raitlway When we consid vhat | vs have done for
\ toh e S t] 4
Via A may g r mterest 1 the new
provinces 1 the building of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail
\\ 3 A } 1 1 1 n 11 1 | v r ' 1 ]
way h will ope up another grea stretch of fertile
S the entry f e Canadian Northern into Edmon
9 1 n t nro | t i ]
ton; and 1 he propos ( 1 Pac Railway t
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