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in evefything which cohtributes to in- 
Statistids regarding new countries have 

indicationi^of the possibilities

■Vi

upon this fact is the abi cc of ^ranches of this-bank, apart , 
from that in Montreal. *pd therefore of natural sources of 
information regarding tfljdistriai matters

In Ontario and Quttlec rajllroad building is proceeding 
at a pace- which marksji rew tfra in transportation in this 

‘part of Canada. The (Sfinadian -hipping on the lakes is in
creasing 'in volume mo# tisfactorily, while at Montreal 

" there wei"e increases in fro- 1 lumper of ocean arrivals and de
partures] in fnçigfit and igassenger traffic, in the revenue of 

-the port; and imlncal caAl traffic. Shipbuilding in Canada 
is now very atftive. tern ib d facilities at Montreal and Que
bec are. being gradually] Improved, and in almost every di
rection'progress is evidejj|. f

W't .have had. hoSvrr. on the St. Lawrence route, 
anoiber seasnr^of heavyi Moi ses This must be a matter of 
very great diMppointmen|. tfi most Canadians who have been 
indulging the hope that the condition of navigation on the 
St. Lawrence would, befrtij* long, be sufficiently improved to 
warrant the belief that it & ih every way a satisfactory high
way. We need not hesitated say that this is one of the most 
important point's in connection with the development of 
Canadian transportation. - : There is little use in spending 
money and energy in the ijdcke|opment of the railway sys
tems of this part, of Cana*,, unless we can be sure that the 

' communication by sea is iis perfect as it is humanly possible"- 
to make it. We believe gréât improvements are being made 
and are in contemplation ijin the way of lighting, and. if 
there are obstructions to'jpvigition which can be removed, 
we presume .that this will 6e d me. but investigations seem to 
show that many of the accidents are due solely to the care
lessness or incompetency effithe pilots. This là a grave charge, 
and if true no time should; lx wasted in dealing with it. as 
well as with an^other deleft •» which are capable of remedy. 
We fèel sure that the ppfiplie of Canada will sustain the 
Government in practically jny expenditure that is necessary 
in this connection. ;!;£ i 1 .

North-West Provinces.

a country so young 
dustria! success.
of11 the fat?" thS'as^Uustteations of the present, and those 
we submit regarded in connection w.th the very^mall pro
portion of'the available area which has yet been settled are 
enough to dispose of- doubt as to our ability, at some t.me 
in the not distant future to supply Great Britain w.th her re
quirements in cereals.

When nature is willing to do so much for us it is de
pressing to consider how badly man otten does his part.
There is unfortunately no longer any room for doubt that 
many of the more early settled of the Manitoba farms are 
decreasing in productive power because the land has been 
allowed to deteriorate. Farmers who are careless year 4f- ,
ter year in the selection of seed, who neglect to destroy 
noxious weeds, who will not consider their lapd in changing 
crops from year to year, or protect their crops when being 
harvested, are simply enemies to the public good, and should, 
as far as the law permits, be treated as such. If the munici
pal authorities would carry out the law both as to farmers 
who allow noxious weeds to grow on their farrris. and as to 
their own road allowances, a change would at once result so 
great as to show how criminally recklesk is the neglect of 
such a course. We are glad to hear that tne Canadian Pacific 
anti; the Canadian Northern Railways, working in conjunction 
with the officers of the Experimental Farms, are sending 
over their lines special cars filled with samples of grain and 
of noxious weeds, and in charge of lecturers who will illus
trate the advantage of good seed, the best methods of culti
vating grain and of exterminating weeds, and the effect and 
the loss in money from diseases of wheat. By far the most 
interesting fact in grain-growing in the North-West at pre
sent is what might be called the discovery that we have great 
winteruwhcat areas where until lately we had not even con
sidered that .winter wheat could be. grown. In] 1903 we raised 
less than 30,000 bushels of winter wheat, while last year the 
quantity in. Alberta is estimated at over 1.500.000 bushels.
The highest authorities in the United States are most en
thusiastic as to its quality, and as to the value1 of land which 
produces such an article of commerce, while in competition 
with winter wheat from all parts of the United States, the 
best of our varieties carried off the gold medal at the Lewis 
and Clark Exhibition recently held at Portland, Oregon.
To add to the importance of the discovery, this wheat has, 
thus ‘far ip Alberta, been most largely grown in localities 
which were not bjr Eastern people included in the wlfeat 
but rather in the cattle country. Winter wheat has also been 
grown successfully in other localities, notably in the Swan 
River Valley in -Northern Manitoba, where, for four years, 
erperiments have demonstrated its success. These two,dis
tricts are so remote and so different geographically that it is 
hardly safe to venture a guess as to what wd may not hope 
to accomplish in this very important development.

There has been a large increase in the shipments of 
cattle to the-East, "fend as a ' whole prices were better than 
last year. While condition^ for the profitable grazing of 
cattle by farmers'" are not as feyorable as we could wish, 
there Will doubtlçss be a steady increase in live-stodk ship
ments, and in time this will be a most valuable feature in 
farming throughout the three provinces. There is a ntitice- 
able improvement in the character of the breeding of cattle ' 
and horses in several localities,,but hogs are not increasing 
satisfactorily in number; nor sire dairying and the smaller 
adjuncts of good farming, such-as raising poultry, obtaining 
sufficient attention. Our North-Western farmers should not v 
delay 4>o long developing along linfis which have been suc
cessful in such States as Iowa, Minnesota, and others, especi- i
ally in view of the deterioration of the land to which we have 
referred. I <
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1 IAt the moment. Canaqj| fin many people in the United 
States and Europe, meanslfcur three North-West provinces, 
anti we who live in the F.as^may as well become used to the 
fact. Having regard to population, few places are
more talked about than Wjiinibeg. We waited long to come 
into possession of this country, guarded as' it was so care
fully from the settler, and |n the short time during which 
we. have controlled its dest^fjy, we -have struggled hard with 
the two great problems oif settlement—transportation and 
immigration. It now look- as if we are to have .our 
reward." Many claims Hljye been piade for this part of 
Can'ada which f^l to takij1; in o aceViunt the laborious .part 
which man must play in its; jde- elopment and the probability 
that, beipg inherently .lazy, i& ^rill n°t 9u'*e do his best. On 
the other hand, there haveCbepn writers about the North- 
West whose pessimistic view5 are obviously the result of 
holding a brief which callsRfofi the counsel of despair in
stead of hope! The plain statement of the truth, however, 
as far as it has been ascennified. is all that the country 
needs. It is clçarly a part w the world where many mil
lions of prople may work out tneir material independence; 
may, in proportion to their industry and intelligence, become 
owners of property;_and whe|*§ a larger proportion than is 

8 *. often the case in the world, ippy become actually wealthy.
When Sn AugusCmany wiwe estimating the wheat crop 

at 90,000,000 to. 100.000,000 buSliels, we sent to London Hie 
estimate of our Winnipeg mailaaer^ which wa$ 82,540,000 
bushels. For all grains toge^liler his estimate Was 174,125.- 
ooo bushels. The crop has n<£|r been harvested and largely 
marketed, and the revised remtet of the North-West Grain

(jjitfber was as follows:

Bushels.
Wheat, 4,019,000 acres at 2i.(* bu: fiels per acre, 86,810,400 
Oats, ' 1,423.000 acres at. 46.fi> bu: fiels per acre, 66,311.800 
Barley, 433,800 acres at ji.djliu fiels per acre, 13.447.800 

34.900 acres at i3.iSui.hels per acre, g '478,130 
\ total of ;6|7,04Hii3) bushels, f
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• Dealers’, Association at 15th

In the ranchifig districts, the conditions under which 
cattle-were fattened have varied, being excellent in most 
parts, and in others, while not bad, .still nqt quite satis
factory. Sales have been larger than last year, prices better, 
and the industry has prospered. The sale Of one of the 
largest and best known ranches in Alberta, however, to the 

ne 1 , - authorities of the Mormon Church at a price which means
The conditions under whicff jth : crop was’sown, ripened, the re-sale of the ranch for farming purposes, is only one of ’

and harvested, -were all mor| pfa-•orâblc than we have the many indications that the future of the large ranch is at
right to expect every year, *n<l|a marked contrast to those least uncertain. There arc undoubtedly large areas much
of the previous-'year. Perhaps die most satisfactory feature more suitable for ranching than ffir anything else, while

> of the wheat crop is the propoiSon, said to be as^fiigh as 80 other parts of Southern Alberta are destined to be converted
■ to 85 per cent., which is clas|Be-l • t.as high-grade milling into successful farms, growing among other things the best
-wheat' And it is to be remeqUin-led' that our wheat, when jo( winter wheat. And in- this connection we must not forget

United the important enterprise of sugar making in Alberta, based 
entirely on beet crops grnwji in that province.

One -wonders how man$Easteçn Canadians realize that 
are already in Manitoba alone over 3.000 miles of 

When we consider whaf railways have ddne for 
Manitoba, we may imagine the intense interest in the 
provinces in the building of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail- *

stretch of fertile
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1* comparted with the wheat similar

States, is really so superior to |j|e 
ers to some disadvantage in oujai
really worth. ‘ j|l there :

- k • g " The money value, although jM-ri ously affected by the fall railway.
2 1 r<| in tjiie price of wheat, ' muft,. n|ler heless, be from $70,000;-

siijtfc must be added that of the

ly, graded in tfi£ 
atter as to put our farm- 

uing what their wheat is

new
000 to $75.000.060, and to this

• or - ,, dairy pTodufi® e c. This is noja large sum 
• of nvm-y >,< compared with- Bg icultural figures in older 

parts of the world; but it is a «ry large sum of money for7 I , >
!'•cattle, h way, which will open up another great 

lands; in the entry of the Canadian; Northern' into Kdnion- 
ton; and in the proposal of the Canadian Pacific Railway to

>rs.1 ' s
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