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Ecclesiastical 
Notes and 
Comments.

A TOUCHING CELEBRATION. - 
On Tuesday last, at 9 a.m., the 
Church of Sault au Recollet was the 
scene of a most touching and edify
ing celebration. It was. the fiftieth 
anniversary of the death of the late 
Mr. Francois-Xavier Racicot, in his 
life-time a notary. His own son. 
Mgr. Racicot, the administrator ol 
our diocese and Vicar-General, sang 
the Mass. Apart from this eminent 
prelate another illustrious descendant 
of that good man, in the person of 
Mgr. Langevin, Archbishop of Saint 
Boniface, a grandson of deceased, 
was* present, and sang the “Libera."' 
It was no ordinary coAnmemovative 
occasion.

The late Mr. Racicot was bom at 
Boucherville, the 2nd December, 
1802, of Pierre Racicot—a farmer— 
and Marie Dee Anges Laporte. He 
made a classical course In Montreal 
College, and for two years acted as 
professor there. He studied for a 
notary under the late Mr. Constan
tin, of St. Vincent de Paul, in Laval 
County. He married, firstly Mrs. D. 
Joubert, a widow lady. Of this mar
riage was born a daughter, Marie 
Pomela, who married Francois T. 
Langevin., a notary of St. Isidore. 
Of the seven children issue of this 
latter marriage, there are amongst 
the living Mgr. Langevin, and Able 
Hermas Lai^feevin, chaplain of the 
convent of the Sisters of Ste. Anne 
at Lachine.

Mr. Racicot married a second time, 
taking Leocardie Tremblay, of Sault 
au Recollet. Mgr. Racicot. Vicar-Gen
eral, and Mr. Ernest Racicot, advo
cate of Sweetsburg, and former mem
ber for Missiscjuol, were born of this 
latter marriage. The second wife 
died the 7th November, 1851. The 
fiftieth anniversary of her death was 
■celebrated on the 7th Nov., 1901. 
On that occasion Mgr. Racicot cele
brated the anniversary Mass in the 
same Church. So we find him now 
performing the same touching cere
monial for the fiftieth anniversary of 
his father's death.

We can join in this unique event 
by uniting our prayers with those of 
all who participated therein. We pray 
for the soul of the departed father, 
and also that God may grant long 
years to come to his gifted and 
saintly son and grandson, to con
tinue their noble work in the cause 
of the Church and for His greater 
glory.

DEATH OF A PRIEST, 
week the Seminary of St. 
lost another of its old and 
beloved priests in the person

— Last 
Sulpice 
greatly 

of the
late Abbe Alfred Tranchemontagne... 
P.SS.. After several weeks’ illness, 
at the hospital of the Grey Nuns, on 
Guy street—of which institution he- 
Las for some years been the zealous 
chaplain—Father Tranchemontagne 
passed peacefully to his reward. The 
deceased priest was son of Joseph 
Tranchemontagne and Julie Girar- 
ilin. He was born at St. Cuthbert, 
County ol* Berthier, the 13th July., 
1839. He made his classical studies 
at the College of l'Assomption. Then 
he began his theological course at 
the Grand Spûnhry of Montreal. 
Thence he went to St. Sulpice in 
Paris, where he was ordained priest 
on the 18th June, 1859. On his re
turn to Canada he was made profes
sor of belles-lettres at the Montreal 
College, and subsequently professor 
of theology in the- Grand Seminary. 
Some years later he was appointed 
parish priest of St. Joseph’s parish 
on Richmond street, Montreal. There 
he remained till 1880. At that date 
he was named to a charge - in the 
Chapel of Notre Dome de Bonsecours. 
From 1881 until the day of his death 
he was successively chaplain of the 
Sisters of the Congregation de Notre 
Dame, of the Hotel Dieu, and finally 
of the General Hospital of the Grey 
Nuns on Guy street.

On- Monday last a Requiem Mass 
was chanted in the chapel of that in
stitution, whence his remains were 
transferred to the Seminary on 
Notre Dame street. On Monday even
ing the coffin was taken to Notre 
Dame Church, and there the grand 
priest remained until Tuesday morn
ing. A solemn Maas was sung cn 
Tuesday, at 8.80. in tty forençon, af
ter which the remains were taken, 
amidst a vast concourse of sorrow
ing friends and companions to the 
crypt of the Grand Seminary. Ail 
are requested to offer a - prayer for 
his soul.

to-morrow7 (Sunday) at Ste. Thér
èse, and that he will say his first 
Mass in St. Ann** Church on the 
following day, Monday, the 15th 
inst., as well as officiate at Grand 
Mass in the same Church on Sunday, 
the 21st. On the latter occasion the 
Rev. Father Heffernan will preach 
the sermon.

C. N. D.—The elections for the ad
ministrative offices of the Congrega
tion de Notre Dame, which are only 
held every six years, took place on 
June 6th, under the presidency of 
His Grace Archbishop Bruchési, In 
the Mother House on St. John Bap
tiste street, with the following re
sults1#—

Mother-General,
clet.

Mother St. Ana-

lst Assistant, 
Josephine.

Mother St. Marié-

2nd Assistant, Mother of the 
maculate Conception.

Im-

3rd Assistant, Mother St. Beatrice. 

4th Assistant, Mother St. Marcel.

Sister St. Marie de l’Es-Bursar,
Lcandre.

l’Es-Bursar, Sister St. Malie de 
perancc.

^General Mistress of Studies, Sister 
Marie-Euphrosyne.St.

Provincial of Notre Dame, Mother 
St. John Baptiste.

Provincial of Montreal, Mother St. 
Aglaie.

of Ville-Marie, MotherProvincial 
St. Alice.

Provincial of Quebec, Mother 
Sabine.

St.

Provincial of Ontario, Mother 
Cecilia.

St.

Provincial of Maritime Provinces, 
Mother St. Angelina.

The new Mother-General has in the 
past occupied important positions in 
the community. She has been Mis
tress of Studies and Director of the 
Normal School in connection with 
the Order, and is held in the highest 
esteem. Her appointment to the 
honored office has met with general 
approval. The third Assistant to 
the Superior^General — Mother St. 
Beatrice—is English-speaking and en
joys the reputation of being an able 
administrator. The new Provincial 
of the Province of Ontario, which 
includes supervision of the establish
ment of the Order in the United 
States, Mother St. Cecilia, who ts 
well known in Canada and the Unit
ed States, having been Superior of 
the Gloucester street Convent at Ot
tawa, and of the convent )n Water- 
bury. Conn.

The Congregation of Notre Dame 
has always been held in high esteem 
in this province by the English- 
speaking section, and particularly by 
our race and creed; upon its rolls of 
membership are inscribed many, 
names of bright and clever young 
Irish girls of our well known fam
ilies. It has had the loyal support 
and co-operation of all Irish Catho
lic homes and we do not hesiate to 
sa^, without being guilty of any in
discretion, that we hope to see the 
dawn of*- the day when one of our 
section of the community will hold a 
place still higher on the ‘honor roll 
of the administration. The Order 
has done much in Montreal for our 
race, and the right thinking loyal 
Irish men and women are not unmind
ful of that fact, as they have shown 
on more than one occasion. Its 
achievements have finished many 
bright pages to Canadian history, 
during a period of more than two 
and a half centuries. May it con
tinue in its noble task for centuries 
to come and may Irish hands and 
Irish hearts long unite in promoting, 
its welfare, not alone in sending pu
pils to. its establishments, but .also 
in swelling its ranks with those 
whom God may deign to bless with 
the graces of a religious vocation.

BEQUESTS OF LATE 
« BON. JAMES O’BRIEN.

AN ORDINATION CEREMONY. - 
The many- Irlande of Rev. James 

iran. nephew ol Mr. John Kil- 
lord. ol McCord street, will be1 pleas- 

1 be ordained

The bequests to ' public charities 
provided for by the Will of the late 
Senator James O’Brien made * some 
six years ago, are as follows.—

Montreal St. Patrick’s Or
phan Asylum.............. ......$2,000.00

Montreal St. Bridget's Re
fuge ..............   2,000.00

/ Montreal General Hospital... 2,000.00
Notre Dame Hospital ........  2,000.00
Little Sitters of the Poor,.. 1,500.00 
Providence Nuns ... ... ...... 500.00

OUR
OTTAWA

LETTER.

(From Our Own Correspondent.

Like other sections' of the land Ot
tawa is feeling the benefits of the 
rain. There is a complete change in 
the aspect of the country, since the 
heavens have sent us this refreshing 
weathes. The session is still on and 
is likely to last out the month of 
June. Nothing of any moment has 
yet taken place. The week has been 
spent in the rushing through ol some 
Government measures, and in the 
continuation of the estimates. Most
of the private legislation isf done,
and there remains only the big Grand 
Trunk Pacific scheme of railway to 
be settled and that is likely to be 
one of the difficult knots of the ses
sion. As far as the Redistribution 
Bill goes there is no knowing^ yet 
when it may come before the House 
—if the committee ever gets ready 
to report on it.

In the religious world of Ottawa 
there has been quite a lot of news 
this past week. On Saturday, the 
6th J une, Rev. Father Kelly, a young 
and promising Irish priest, was or
dained and on Sunday he said his 
first Mass at the University.

Rev. father Kirwin acted as as
sisting priest, and the sermon, an 
eloquent effort, was preached by Rev. 
Father James Fallon. A large num
ber of relatives and friends of the 
new priest assisted at the Holy iia-

The celebrant of High Mass at the 
Holy Family Church, Ottawa East, 
on the - Same morning, was a newly 
ordained priest. Rev. Father S as Se
ville. The scholasticate choir render
ed Bordeloise’s beautiful Mass, the 
solos* being well taken. During the 
Offertory tiie boy sopranos, Masters 
J. Tighe, Mavielle and Leclerc, sang 
with good effect.

A procession of the Blessed Sacra
ment will be held next Sunday.

In St. Patrick’s Church, on Sun
day, at the children’s- Mass, * Arch
bishop Duhamel gave First Commu
nion and administered Confirmation 
to one hundred and eight children — 
forty-eight girls and sixty toys, and 
at High Mass at 10.30 His Grace 
paid his pastoral visit to the par
ish, making his solemn entry into 
the Church and being received at the 
door by the pastor, Rev. Father 
Whelan. After the usual ceremonies 
pertaining to the occasion were per
formed, His Grace assisted at the 
throne at solemn Mass, of which 
Rev. Father Patrick,.-of the Capuchin 
MonasteryM was celebrant. The Arch
bishop preached a beautiful sermon 
on Faith.

At the parish church of the Holy 
Family, Ottawa East, which is in 
charge of the Oblate Fathers, the 
beautiful and impressive ceremony 
of blessing the fine new bell took 
place on Sunday afternoon at three 
o’clock.

His Grace Archbishop Duhamel of
ficiated,. assisted by Rev. Father Se
guin of the Palace. When the bell 
was christened, receiving the name 
“Mary Immaculate,’’ the following 
ladies and gentlemen stood sponsors: 
Hon. Sir Elzear and Lady Tache- 
reau, Hon. F. R. and Mrs. Latch- 
ford^ Mr. and Mrs. N. A. Belcourt, 
Mr. affd Mrs. M. P. Davis, Mr. and 
Mrs. William P. Davis, Mr. —James 
O’Gara and Mrs. M. O’Gara, Mr. and 
Mrs. Bernard Slattery, Mr. and Mrs.
J. B. St. Laurent, Mr. and Mrs. F.
K. Patenaude, Mr. and Mrs. T. Le
in ay. ,

Rev. Wm. J. Murphy, O.M.I., pas
tor of St. Joseph’s parish, to which 
the English-speaking members of the 
Holy Family congregation formerly 
belonged, delivered a splendid ser
mon, in which he pointed out the 
reasons the people have for being 
grateful fn possessing, within two 
years after the formation of their 
parish, such a trim and substantial 
edifice as their^ is, in which to hear 
Mass and attend the various reli
gious services of the church. Speak
ing of the ceremony of blessing of 
the bell. Father Murpfiy showed the 
spiritual significance of it as the in
strument seemed in tne functions it 
was called upon to perform, to» be 
endowed with intelligence, and even, 
porsessed of \ soul. He traced the 
invention, of bells as means of sum
moning* worshippers to prayer as far 
back as the fifth century. The 
he said, is the friend of 
admission to the 

and

Rev. X. Portelance, who as
rector of the Sacred Heart parish, 
was formerly the parish priest of the 
French portion of the Holy Family 
congregation, delivered an inspiring 
sermon in French, eulogizing the bell 
as the instrument by means of which 
the various sentiments of the human 
heart are most eloquently expressed. 
No matter, he said, how eloquent 
and far-reaching the voice of the 
priest may be, the bell, from its bel
fry, can send its messages of sor
row» joy, alarm or invitation many, 
many times farther.

The bell cost $475; the weight is 
1,250 pounds, and it is 9 feet 7 
inches in circumference at the base; 
5 feet 5 Inches around the top, and 
it stands 3 feet 3 inches high. It# 
musical note is “G’’ sharp.

If Ottawa has not any very won
derful freaks to exhibit, at least it 
has some queer and even eccentric 
people within its bounds. There is 
no need of making any comment up
on the following:—

“The late S. J. Major some time 
before his death gave instructions as 
to his. funeral, and his wishes, call
ing for a somewhat novel hearse, 
will be carried out to the letter. A 
large carriage is to be used, on 
which three platforms are erected, 14 
feet by 7, 12 by 5 and 10 by 3, one 
above the other, each about one foot 
high. On the top of these the coffin 
inclosing the remains of deceased 
will be placed. The entire bier, with 
a graceful canopy 8 feet high, will 
be covered with black cashmere, and 
bound' with a handsome gilt mould
ing, three inches wide. The inside 
of the canopy will be lined with pur
ple and the structure will be sur
mounted by a beautiful cross. It 
was Mr. Major’s wish that the car
riage be burned after it is used.

There is something akin to the 
cremation! idea in this peculiar desire 
expressed by a dying man. However, 
we have no right to object as it is 
probably none of our b usinées. Still 
we cannot help thinking that the 
cost of the car would have been 
more profitable to all concerned had 
it been expended in Masses.

Mr. Frank McCabe, formerly of 
Montreal, and now of Ottawa, has 
just returned from the funeral of his 
mother, which took place last Thurs
day at Glennevis, in Lancaster, Coun
ty Glengarry. The late Mrs. McCabe 
was 84 years of age, and had live 
40 years in the one place, and by 
her exemplary and thoroughly Chris
tian life she had won the esteem of 
all the country around and had giv
en an unbroken example of pure 
Catholic devotion. The funeral ser
vice was celebrated by Rev. Father 
McCrae, of Glennevis. The attend
ance was very large. There remain 
to lament hçr loss, out of a large 
family, only four children—two bro
thers and a sister at the old home
stead, and one brother who is now a 
resident of this city. The “True Wit
ness,’’ whose many Glengarry sub
scribers are friends of the bereaved 
family, joins the expression of its 
eondqlence to that of. so many 
friends of the deceased, and prays 
that her soul may rest in peace.

Quebec’s Irish Fervor.
On the 27th May last Mr. Joseph 

Devlin, M.P., addressed a meeting in 
Tara Hall, Quebec, which was held 
under the auspices of the Quebec 
Branch of the United Irish League. 
Mr, Felix Carbray, president of the 
branch, and one of the most prac
tically patrkjtic Irishmen in Canada, 
occupied the chair.* The audience was 
most enthusiastic and widely repre
sentative. It is not as a mere re
port, for the event took place some 
weeks since, that we now recall it 
to our readers, nor need we give the 
various details; but our Intention is 
simply to illustrate the fervid spirit 
of honest Irish patriotism that pre
vails in the ancient Capital. After a 
most timely and hearty address was 
read by Mr. Carbray, Mr. Devlin de
livered a lengthy and eloquent speech 
in which, amidst reiterated applause, 
he related the story of Ireland's pre
sent-day Struggle. Then the Presi
dent explained that the object of the 
meeting was to secure funds to en
able the Irish Parliamentary party 
to carry on the good work in the 
cause of Ireland. Nearly $900 wore 
there and then collected, which with 
the ticket sale made a sum of $1,- 
000. It is only just that we should 
give the names of the first subscrib
ers, for this is a lesson that cannot 
receive too much publicity, hath as 
on encouragement to others and aa 

a mark ol the appreciation 
by Uuw patriotic Irishmen

. .

the A.O.H., which aiiRacribed 150. 
Mr. J. A. Lane followed with Sl£) 
from the people ol at. Roch'e, when 
Mr. J. G. Hearn. M.P.P., called out 
$50. then the amounts came In thick 
and fast. The folldSlng are the 
names ol subscribers and amounts:

W. Power, M.P., $50; A. O. H.„ 
$50; F. Carbray, $25; Father McCar
thy, C.SS.R., $25; Father Maguire, 
$25; Aid. P. Hogan, $25; Aid. B. 
Leonard, $25; P. Evoy, $25; J. Tiro- 
monr, $25; Dr. Brophy, $25; Dr. 
Ahem, $25; Mr. ' H. O'Sullivan, $20; 
Aid. Madden, $15; T. Delany. $15; 
J. E. M„ $15; Frank Carrell, $15 ; 
Hon. B.e J. Flynn, $15; Mm. C. 
Balllarge, $10; J. A. Lane, $10; E. 
Foley, $10; Mr. E. Connolly, $10; 
J. E. Walsh, $10; F. Gunn, $10; 
Wm. Lfe. $10; M. Foley, $10; M. 
Monaghan, $10; M. W. Coleman, $10; 
W. J. Breen, $10; Prof. J. Wallace, 
$10; J. Gallagher, C.E., $10; A. 
Convey, $10; M. Tucker, $10; Fer
gus Murphy, $10; Mr. Behan, $10; J. 
Timmony, $10; W. Murphy, $5; L. 
A. Cahnon, $5; John Martin, $5; J. 
Kelly, $5; J. J. O’Flaherty, $5 ; 
Thos. Murphy, $5; Deputy Chief 
Walsh, $5; D. Kennedy, $5; M. Din- 
an, $5; E. Lennon, $5; J. C. Sulli
van, $5; Aid. Griffin, $5; J. W. Mc
Dermott, $lfc J. Howard, $5; P. B. 
McHugh, $5; J. A. Collier, $5; M. 
W. Collier, $5; Dennis Coveney, $5; 
W. Carbray, $5; Thos. Carbray, $5; 
C. T. Donnelly, $5; J. P. Donnelly, 
$5; G. Mulrooney, $p: W. & J. Mc- 
Manamy, $5; J. McGovern, $5; J. G 
Boyce, $5: P. O’Farrell, $5; R. Swin
dell, $5; J. Monaghan, $5.

Movements of 
Our Clergy.

Lest week we announced several 
changes1 which are to take place in 
the ranks of the clergy of the Mother 
Irish parish—St. Patrick’s.

This week we have to add, with re
gret, the name of Rev. P. McGrath 
to the list of our spiritual guides 
who will sever their connection with 
that parish during the approaching 
vacation.

Father McGrath, it may be said 
without hesitation, nas devoted his 
best energies to the various import
ant tasks intrusted to him by the 
two pastors under whom he has 
served. In addition to performing 
his share of the duties immediately 
associated wjith the services, In the 
pulpit,, and in the confessional, he 
has been director of St. Patrick's 
Total Abstinence Society and the

oooooooooooooooooooooo

rev. p. McGrath.

oooooooooooooooooooooo

Holy Name Society. In his enthusi
asm and solicitude for the rising gen
eration he founded a junior branch of 
the temperance society which exer
cised an influence over the minds and 
hearts of a large number of our 
youth that it would be difficult to 
estimate at present.

Father McGrath has never sought 
to hide his feelings of pride in be
holding the progress of St. Patrick’s 
parish and the happiness it afforded 
him in watching its members, young 
and old, of both sexes, march along 
in the. van of progress in their re
spective spheres. In bidding adidu 
to scenes wherein he* has labored for 
many years. Father McGrath may 
accept the assurance that his name 
will always be treasured with a feel
ing of affection and his future en
deavors will be watched by the par
ishioners of St. Patrick's.

YIS1TURS AT PRESBYTERIES
Mgr. Gauthier, ol Kingston, was a 

welcome gueet at St. Patrick's pres
bytery this week. He is an old 
Wend ol the present pastor.

Another vt 
. wi

Olir
Fraternal
Societies,

ST. GABRIEL'S T. A. AND B. _ 
At' a recent meeting of this society 
feeling references were made to the 
recent death of Daniel, son of an es
teemed member—Mr. John McCarthy 

ad a resolution of condolence was 
accordingly passed.

O. O. F.—The sixth annual pro 
vincial convention of the Catholic 
Order of Foresters was held at La- 
chine tins week. The delegates were 
numerous and were received by the 
local Court. High Mass was cele
brated the first day of the conven
tion, at which Rev. Father Adam, 
P.P., Sacred Heart Church, official 
ed; assisted by Rev. Father Four- 
onge and CulLinan, as deacon and 
sub-deacon.

Sermons were preached in French 
and English by Rev. Father Ignace 
Adam and Rev. Dr. Luke Cal
laghan respectively.

Father Callaghan emphasized the 
necessity of harmony between the 
members of the Order and of faith 
in Gojf and. the Church. Lord Nel
son had inspired his men with the 
words, “England expects every man 
to do his duty.’’ So to-day the 
Church looked to every member of 
the Catholic Order of Foresters for 
loyal support. Let them obey the 
command of St. Paul and live sob
erly, righteously and godly in this 
present world.

After the service a procession was 
held through the principal streets of 
the town, the music being furnished 
by the bands of Caughnawiaga, pre- 
sentation, St. Hyacinthe, St. Jer
ome and St. Henri.

The official report of the secretary 
of the Provincial Court shows 227 
courts in existence, with 17„360 
members in good standing, as a- 
gainst 14,162 In 1901. The annual 
statement of affairs gives assets am
ounting to $27,561.48, and dis
bursements totalling $17,866.47.

ST. PATRICK’S SOCIETY. - At 
its recent meeting St. Patrick’s So
ciety voted the sum of $50 to the 
fund In aid of the sufferers of the 
disastrous fire at St. Hyacinthe.

Holy NAME SOCIETY.—On Sun
day last this most prosperous organ
ization, associated with StJPatrick’s 
parish, made a pilgrimage to Notre 
Dame de Lourdes, where a High 
Mass was celebrate® by the Director, 
Rev. P. McGrath, and Rev. M. J. 
McKenna preached an eloquent ser
mon. The beautiful new banner of 
the society was blessed on the occar

A Great Missionary.
In Boston preparations aro being 

made to celebrate the centenary of 
the dedication of the first Catholic 
Church in New England. A London 
Catholic organ says that tlf.s cen
tenary has a special interest for 
Londoners, because the preacher on 
the occasion of the dedication of the 
church referred to—Holy Cross—wa* 
Rev. John Cheverus, who founded 
the mission of St. Francis, Totten
ham, England,, the centenary of 
which was celebrated a few years 
ago. Father Chevelus was after
wards made Bishop of Boston, and 
later further honored by being trans
ferred to the French Archiépiscopal 
See of Bordeaux, during the occu
pancy of which he was created Car
dinal.

The same organ adds that it is » 
rare distinction for one priest ta 
have left hie mark so plainly in his 
work in three so diverse lands 
England, America, and France. Th« 
Church of Christ has produced somtf 
wonderful men, and like herself, many 
of them have given their lives to 
manity and to all nations * 
meahs Amply tffc giving of them to 
God. I
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