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kably comfortable and roomy.
The staircase is cut out of the rock,
and the traveller st.roll.lng among
the vineyards on the cliffi above is
astonished to find smoke emerging
grom chimneys at his feet.

To the passer-by these cliffs, .
seen from the banks of the Loire,

re extremely fascinating. In some
; grow

remar

as
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Tur] places the ivy, allowed to
COtt_on Adah. Towey, wild, overhangs the brow of the
e rock with its luxuriant - foliage,

Mats. Special, 90c each,
 8atin Marseilles Quilts,

2% yards, $2.00, $2.25, |
$3.50 and $4.25 ecarh,

while tufts of wild flowere, wallflow-
ers and valerian, spring out from
every crack or ledge, relieving the
dull back-ground with bright patches
In other parts, where man
pas interfered, terraces, rich with
trees and flowers, succeed each
other, half way up the clifi. Espe-
cially is this the case when we have
passed the town of Tours, with its
fine bridge and old cathedral, = and
are on the road to Vouvray. But
we have not gone far when we stns
once more, before the most anciep
of the cave dwellings, the famous
grottoes of Marmoutier.

It was in the days of Caesar that
the Romans first came across a tribe
of Celts, the Turons, established on
the banks of the.Loire. These they
civilized; making a road, building
an aqueduct, and founding a town,
they calledi first Caesarodu-
qum, then ‘‘Urbs Turones,'’ or city
of the Turons, whence the modern
pame of Tours. With the coming.of
the Romans dates also the entrance
of Christianity into that part of
@Gaul; and St. Gatian, one of the
pioneers of the faith, became the
first Bishop of Tours, in the third
century, His life was anything but
peaceful, however; persecutions were
frequent and severe, and the shep-
ferd and his flock were often oblig-
ed to seek places of concealment, in
the line of rocks which we have men-
tioned above, and which extends for
many miles along the right bank of
the Loire. ’ £

At that time the cliffs were not
exposed to the public gaze as they
are to-day. The road from Orleans
to Angers followed the heights a-
bove the river; while down in  the
valley thick woods and impensetrable
brushwood masked the entrance to
the caves in which these early Chris-
tians hid. These cells, holfowed out
in the rock, partly by nature but
mostly by the hand of man, were
 the first places of worship used in
Touraine. In one of them St. Ga-
tan was accustomed to . say )ﬂp
| Mass. But the saint whose fame
has attracted pilgrims for sixteen.
[ bundred years to the grottoes of
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| | sar and to dedicate himisclf entirely

| fided to him his difficultics, the vi-

‘of thé cloak, which
/en away, and he heard
say to the angels who ac-
. “Martin, who* is
1 umhtunn. clad me with this
 garment.’”” This vision encouraged
our saint to leave the army of Cae-

| to the service of God. He was bap-
tized by St. Hilary, Bishop of Poit-
jers, and throughout the remainder
‘of his long life St. Martin labored
incessantly for the conversion  of
souls. But it would take us too far
from our subject if we followed his
career during the seventeen  years
which elapsed before the inhabitants
of Tours elected him as their bishop
on the death of St. Litorius, Lured
from the monastery at Liguge by a
strategem, and carried in triumph
to Tours, St. Martin dreaded the ef-
fects of a close contact with the
world, and bethought himself of the
almost impenetrable woods in which
St. Gatian and his companions had
lived, and in which the broad, san-
dy Loire in front and the steep rock
behind would effectually guard him
from intruders.

He took up his abode in a hole in
the rock, not far from the cell of
St. Gatian, and there the report of
his sanctity attracted so many dis-
ciples that cells were built in the
woods outside the rocks. This was
the origin of St. Martin’s mones-
tery, or ‘‘Marmoutier.’’

Alas! a few towers and a splendid
old doorway alone remain to bear
! witness to the size and beauty of
{ the abbey, built on the spot by St.
Perpeta, one of the successors of
8t. Martin, The pilgrim, however,
may yet visit St. Gatian’s cell and
kneel on the rock where St. Martin
was wont to pray, and even to en-
tertain heavenly visitors. Now it
was St. Peter and St. Paul who
visited him in his cell; and several
times Our Lady herself, accompanied
by St. Agnes and St. Thecla, favor-
ed him with visions. The father of
lies, however, enraged at the holy
bishop’s zeal and piety, laid a snare
for his humility, and appeared to
the saint, pasing himseli off as our
Lord Jesus Christ, and wearing a
royal mantle and a golden crown,
But St. Martin was not deceived.
He put the devil to flight by these
words, full of faith: “I will believe
it, to be my Lord,” he said to the
apparition, ‘““when I shall see him,
not clad in purple and wearing a
diadem but bearing on his body the
marks of his Passion.””

Meanwhile the fame of St. Martin
spread = abroad, so that even from
the most distant countries of Tu-
rope visitors came to Marmoutier.
among these was St. Patrick,
spent four years in this monaktery

who

before undertaking the great work
of his life, the conversion of = Ire-
land. Nor has this saint been for-

gotten in Touraine, for in a village
on the Loire (St. Patrice) is still
shown a hawthron bush, which has
blossomed miraculously every win-
ter since the day on which St. Pat-
rick rested under its shelter, on his
way to Marmoutier. Another visitor
to the monastery was Sulpicius
Severus, who wrote St. Miu*tin's
life. This young man gave up rank
and a good position at the bar in
order to retire to a monastery in
"Aquitaine. His veneration for St.
Martin, whose eloguence and zeal
had turned him from his worldly
ways, was unbounded, and he never
‘fa,lled‘ at least once a year, td spend
some days at Marmoutier. St. Mar-
'tin, on his part, cherished a great
affection for the historiam, and con-

ions he had been favored with, and

. ...10 p.ed

ﬁ!lrmoutler is the glorious M
 the Apostle of Gaul.
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‘ther having moved

‘trials he had to endure

of Austrasia. Out of devotion 10 St

' And

1 endeavored to deny his words,

episcopate.’’

improved so

gainst Brice, and the slanders
spread by his enemies obliged him

several years. This trial, however,
only purified his heart and added to
his merits, and after his return to
his diocese he kept for himsclf a
place of retirement in a hollow, dug
out of the rock which is known as
the “Grotto of Brice.”

It was when St. Brice was still a-
live that the wonderful death occur-
red of the seven cousins of St. Mar-
tin—three brothers of one family and
four of another. These seven cou-
sins had left Hungary in their youth
and had sought out their illustrious
rqlative in his solitude of Marmou-
tler. They were received by St. Mar-
tin with open arms, and lodged in a
grotto adjoining the cell in which
St. Gatian had lived a century be-
fore. Here they remained for forty
years, their love for each other Le-
ing so great that the knowledge
that death would one day separate
them, alone troubled their happi-
ness. St. Martin, however, who had
watched over the cousins during his
life, never ceased to intercede¢ for
them after his death, and twenty-
five years later, on the eve of his
feast, he appeared to them in their
cell and bade them confers their
sins, for at break of day they wouald
all appear before God. The cousins
rejoiced exceedingly at these tidings,
and having sent for a priest,
spent the night in preparing
death. When morning came
priest said Mass, and when the s
en had devoutly received Holy Com-

they
for

munion, they had themselves down
at the foot of the altar and their
souls passed away while they were

at their prayers. Thus peaceiully
did they die, and so fresh and life-
like their appealrance after
death that thespeople who came
thousands, “Xl‘{tc'('d by his mir-
seeing

was
in

acle, exclaimed on
“Truly these men are not dead, but
are asleep!’”” Apd thus it is that
the oratory in which the seven cou-
sins had lived and died, and
their holy bodies were laid, has heen
called by the voice of posterity “iha
Chapel of the Seven Sleepers.’

St. Martin did not die in nis uell
in the rock, but at Candes, a little
village some miles further down the
river. After his death several Lowns
wished to possess his remains; Uit
the superior claims of Tours Dbeing
admitted, the whole population went
out to meet the body of their helov-
ed bidghop and a splendid basilica
was erected over his tomb in the
heart of the city. The pilgrims,
however, who pray at his shrine
never fail to cross the river, in or-
der to visit the cell in which 1the
saint had lived, and to drink from
the fountain dug out-of the rock hy
St. Martin himself. The spring of
fresh water exists to the present
day. But one more grotto i® 1uen-
tioned by higtorians. This was the
cell of St, Leobard, dug out of the
rock, -just above that of the Seven
Sleepers, and reached by a staircase
cut in the rock.

St. Leobard was a nobleman of
Auvergne, and had been at one time
the chancellor to Theolebert, King

whera

Martin, he came to Marmoutier und
took up his abode in a cell, outsice

ey,

the y. 'There he lived for

y-two years, giving hiwscif up
to meditation and prayer, und em-
ploying the remainder of his time in
copying the manuscripts of the Ta-

‘ _ 8t
‘Martin added: “I have prayed for
thee, Brice, that thou shouldst he
converted from thy ways. Know,

that after my death thou shalt be | rescued from oblivion, May St. Mar-
elected Bishop of Tours, but thou | tin bless them for the good deed and
shalt have much to suffer in thy | save them in these days of nersecu-

Brice laughed at this prophecy and | religious orders! Monastery  bulis
went from bad to worse, but om [ are silent, convents are empty, the
saint’s admirable patience won at | Jesuits and Carmelites have led the

length the victory, and the discipla
( much in his conduct
tgmt he was chosen by the inhabit-
ants of Tours for their bishop, alter

the death of St. Martin. Then it/ and delight” of what may it no
was, however, that the second part | longer be irony to ecall ““ Catholic
of the prophecy came true, fur tiie ! France!’’—Miss de La Fontaine, in
errors of his past life. rose up a: | the Catholic World.

to leave Tours and go into exite for |

them @ |

shining through a stained gl
‘dow, lit up a little altar = before
which I knelt and prayed. The nuns
of the Sacred Heart have bought
up the ruins, and by their cars the
cells of these early BSaints have Heen

tion from the fate of so many other

way into exile. O St. Martin! do
not abandon the land you evengeliz-
ed, but obtain from God that once
more Touraine may be the ‘“‘zardsn

More Ckinese Trouble.

Of late Clina is having its share
of revolts. The ways of the West
have long been finding their course
in the heart of China. One dispatch
says that:—

“Rumors come from China of a re-
bellion which may be worse than
that of the Boxers. Kansu is the
breeding ground and Tung Fu Hsiang
is the leader. Missionaries who have
reached Shanghai from Singan, hav-
ing come from the interior because
of the threatening revolt, in an in-
terview at Shanghai state that
Tung Fu Hsiang is gaining gcound,
and intends to lead his armies to
Singan, which he will endeavor to
mase his capital and place Pu-
Chun, who has leen proclaireed Eia-
peror on the throne. Hu Jien Sun,
governor of Huann, e of the cfi-
cials blacklisted by the jowers after

the Boxer trouvles on account of
his complicity 1z the massaire of
missionarics, has heen appuinted
governor of Shan-si.™

We plead . guilty to consideralle
lack of knowledge ~oncerning China
J‘and its internal affairs. The namne
| of the rebel chief 1:.1:'1(\‘“4 as well
| be the name of

are concerned. Nor is owr
ical knowledge of China
All we

reports is the fact that there

these

sive. can glean from

voléano of rebellion

burning

place in the bosom of that fiowery
Kingdom. At any moment it is M-
able to be in a state of eruption
What the results would he vere it
to wipe out a third of the fhinese
peaple is more than we can predict,
But from what we have learned, the
missionary work of our Cathulic
communities, is the greatest civiliz-
ing influence that China ha® ever
‘km)\\‘xz. The country is too xten-
| sive, the population is -too vast,

and the present conditions are too
unnatural for the Western mind to
form any fair esfimate of the conse-
quences of a rebellion in such a
land. All we know is that China is
gradually wakening up from its opi-
ate dream of long ages, and is be-
gining to come forth from the im-
« wmense seclusion of its Orientalism,
Or, in other words, Western, and
Christian civilizing influences are by
degrees penetrating every section of
that land. It may take some yeatrs;
but, we are under the i'mprrxssbn
that this century will not be very
old when the barbaric splendor of
the Chinese Empire will have van-
ished. The moment that the effects
of Western ideas and institutions
are being realized inside the great
wayl, we may conclude that it will
be only a matter of time, when the
enfire people will be free to scatter
over the Dominion of their Emperor
and tok organize into petty states
that will destroy each other, on ac-
count of the general law of nature
that holds good for nations as for
individuals,

AERIAL NAVIGATION.
~ e
““It begins to look as though the
brothers Lebaudy, of Paris, had al-
ready solved the problem that has
baffled every  air-ship inventor hi-
therto—cailing against the wind,”
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LADIES' UNDERWEAR

An unexpected delivery of Muslin U rider us to lenish the

Whitewear Tables with designs and styles intended for a much later
date, at 20 per cent. discount, with 5 per cent. extra for cash.

HAMMOCKS.

Complete Line of Hammocks.—These are samples and we offer them at

88 1-8 per cent. discount.
CHINA CHINA
regular mw

Odd Slop Jars, various shapes and decoratiomns,
$3.00 to $6.00. For $1.50, icss 5 per cemt.

The balance of Shaded Blue, Pink and Yellow 10 plece Toilet sefs; reg-
ular value $5.00. For $3.00,

Pedestals and Pots (special line). at Half Price:

Special table of Jardinieres, 17ulf P rice.

Flannels---Special Sale Flannels

AT HALF PRICE.

2,000 yards of very fine French Cashmere Flnmml' s,
blouses, kimonas and wrappore.

from

good patterns,
Less 50 per cent.

PICTURES.

Original English Water Colors and Oil Paintings,
bronze, or wood, at 50 per cent. discount,
Framed Engravings, Carbons end Platinotypes, at 25 per

for

framed in gold leaf,

framed at 20 per cent, e Vs
Gold Leaf and other Frames, at 20 per -cent,
RIBBONS.
Colored double faced Satin Ribbons, widths, 6, 9, 16, 24, at 50
y» 24, 5

cent. p‘er‘
Colored Faille Ribbons, all silk, widths 5, 9, 16, 24, at 50 per ce !
Small assortment of Silk Stocks and Ties, at 75 per cent i

Remnants Remnants Rémnanf;

All Remnants of Colored Dress (Goods, Muslins, Challies Gingha
Prints, Sateens and Cretonnes, 83 1-3 per cent, ; b

Waists--Ladies’ Waists---Waists
Flannel Waists, unlined, $2.75, for...

Flannel Waists, unlined,
Flannel Waists, unlined,

..81.08
..81.60

$1.75

| Tailor Made American Waists

Fine Flannel Waists, $5.50, for ......
Fine Flannel Waists, $6.00, for ...
Fine Flannel Waists, $7.50, for
Fine Black Lustre, $4.50, for
Black With White Spot, $6.59, for...

° ’ ° .
Ladies’ Silk Waists.
Colored Silk Waists, $5.00,
Colored Silk Waists, $6.50, for ...
Colored Silk Waists, $7.00, for ..,
Colored Silk Waists, $10.00, for ,
Blacv Silk Waists, $8.50, for ....
Black Silk Waists, $12.00, for .
Black Sateen Waists, $1.85, for ,
Black Sateen Waists, $1.75, for .
Black Sateen Waists, $2.25, for .

foril;

' Muslin Waists.

Colored Musiin Waists, $1.25, for......... ...
Colored Muslin Waists, $1.75, for,

Children’s White Pique Box Coats, $4.25, for ..... ..... ...
Children’s White Pigue Box Coats, $5.50, for .
Children’s Melton Coats, 2 years, in brown, at $4.00, for
In navy blue, at $4.00, for ... ... !

In Cream Cashmere, 1 year, 8500,!0:- , ..... '.
Baby Reefers.
In Pink Albatross, $6.50, for ... e RN Y AR s :

In Fawn Albatross, $6.50, for

LADIRS' WHITE LAWN DRESSING JACKETS,

Trimmed Embroidery, $6.00, fOF ......comue irnns simey semes srinee wrniis
Trimmed Bmbroidery, $7.00, for i S TR

verese peraes
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