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WESTERN CLARION

Factors in the Materialist Interpretatiop

Being a continuation of the article in last issue con-
cerning the ‘‘Economic Factor,’’ in the form of
an explanatpry letter, written in consideration
of a controversy on the Materialist Interpreta-
tion.

By €. STEPHEYSON '

Dear Comrade,—I have no doubt 1 have drawn out
this letter on the Materialistic Interpretation to a
wearisome length. These contents, and what has al-
ready; gone hefore in the last issue could very con-
ceivably have been stated better and more concisely.
Partly, however, the length of my argument must be
aceredited to my desire to open out a subjeet which,
while it has its dificulties for understanding, is yet
important in respect that it has a bearing on the
future of our preearious civilization, for, in the
words of Professor Dewey, that future ‘‘depends
upon the widening spread and deepening hold of the
scientific habit of mind.”” Your argument centred
around questiens upon which discussion has pivoted
down the ages since human beings began to specu-
late about the career of man, and as answer to which,
as convietion was reached, one way or the other, the
philosophers have built their systems of philosophy.
The questions concern the standards that men are to
employ in' forming their beliefs. Though already
stated in the first part of this letter T will here re-
state those questions in fresh terms: Have we to

, resort, for guidancé in human affairs, to a super-

human authority, to the so-called absolute and
eternal truths of Idealism, which, it is éaimed, tran-
scend human experienee and knowledge based upon
analysis and reason! Or, on the other hand, must
we organize human experience and depend on human
reason and intelligence for authority and guidance?

The terms of those questions state the mental pre-
possessions which are the respective premises of the
opposing schools in philosophy : Idealism and Mater-
ialism. Viewed with the Idealist prepossessions,
history is seen as a record of good and evil deeds, a
struggle between the upper and nether worlds of
spirit and materiality ; the idea is the gtarting point,
the driving foree of history, and great men the crea-
tors and initiators of social movements; progress is
the progressive realization of the eternal and absol-
ute truths. On the other hand, from the Materialist
viewpoint, which is the seientifie habit of mind, his-
tory is seen as a process of natural history. The
process is a question of the inter-action of environ-
mental forces, natural and soeial, and man as or-
ganism, individually and eollectively, The envir-
onment, however, is the primary faet. To the ma-
terialist, the history of society is a process evolving
in the cumulative sequence of paterial canse and
_effect. "So, social movements and ideals are not
born in the minds of great men, but arise out of ma-
terial eonditions of existence which impress them-
selves on the minds of men.

Your opponent contends that ‘‘any material fae-
tor is an economie factor.”” Ratheg he should say,
that any material factor is ag eqonomic factor when
it functions to an economic end. Words and terms
wonld cease-to he of value as signs for things we are
eompelled to take note of in the business of life, un-
less we use them in some precise correspondence to
those things. Turning to the dietionary we find the
term ‘“economy’’ is derived from the Ancient Greek
-={oikos: a house; nomos, a law), or, the law of a
household—the rnles and regulations by whieh the
management of a household is maintained, i.e., dom-
‘estic economy. Later, the use of the term has been
extended to cover all kinds of functional processes
and structures. Thus we speak of the economy of
the human body, of agricultural and industrial
economy, the economy of a machine, and of a com-
munity, tribal, civie or national, also of the capital-

.ist systed of production as the world’s economy of

i

of History

production. Things have economic funetions and
hecome economic factors. We make reference to
economic forces and economic conditions. The com.
plex economy of modern social life, notably its pro-
duetive and political processes, makes essential for
our understanding of it that organized enquiry and
knowledge which we know as science. So we have
the science of Political Economy which treats of the
production and distribution of wealth and its laws.
(Note: Distribution in fNis connection does not mean
the transferring of wealth from store houses to con-
sumer. Distribution here means the sharing amoug
a community of the wealth produced. The seience
enquires into the laws which determine the respec-
tive shgres of the members and classes of the com-
munity),

It will be granted that any factor that is used or
taken advantage of, or plays an active part in the
produetion of wealth, and in that regpeet is instry-
mental in serving the needs and furthering the life
process of individuals or of comunities, is an econ-
omie factor. In that respect it is a question of econ-
omie function. So, sunlight, air, water, climate, RE -
graphical and physi-al features of a mu'nlr,\'. natural
resources in minerals, timber, fertility of the soil,
ete, the state of the industrial arts (technology ).
the material equip'nent of prodnction and the appar-
atus of trade and commerce, are all economic factors,

There is, however, another aspeet to these factors
other than an economic. They have a culturs!
aspeet, in so far as they mould the psychology of a
people, in so far, that is, as they mould a people’s
temperament and habits of thought. In a near sim-
ilar way,’a book may be an article of merchandise

and at the u;ne time he an agent of eulture for the *

mind. The torrid climate of the equatorial regions,
and the temperate climate ¢f the northern, enforce
different experiences and habits of life and thought
upon their respective inhabitants. So do diverse
geographical and physical features. Mountainous
regions and the plains, inland regions and the sea-
board. each stamp their particular impression on the
plastic psychology of man. In a rough approximate
way, the cultural progress of a people corresponds
to the state of its industrial arts. Here .gtin..l eer-
tain bent of the mind and the nature of its ideas are
given by the prevailing method of procuring a liveli-
hood, as likewise hy the institutional eharacter of
the social organization, to each factor its effect in
the measure of its influence on the social life. The
cultural effect of such factors is found to character.
ise the religion, philosophy, art, poetry, literature,
folk-songs and stories of any people, though there
may be incorporated muéh of foreign element. So
typieally, in suceession of time, God is a great hunter
to the primitive tribesmen, to the Children of Israel
in the pastoral stage, he is a familiar patsiarchal
father; later, he is the law giver during the reorgan.
ization after the escape from Egyptian bondgge, and
the terrible God of War during the conquest of the
promised land. And afterwards, when & stiff necked

“generation grew prosperous and perverse and, for-

getting the ““Lord thy God'’ did worship strange
gods—and pay toll to strange priests-~he became a
jealons God, an utterer of blistering curses and =«
vengefnl chastiser and dispenser into captivity of
“my people, Tsrael:”” To the barbarian tribes.of
‘Northern Europe he was also a God of War, In feu-
dal Europe of the midle ages he was ““Overlord,”’
‘Almighty Suzerain,’’ “Emperor of Heaven,”’ as
whim deereed. In the protestant Northern Europe
of the beginnings of the great indmtr)", he is an all-
round handy artizen,the ‘‘Creator,”’ the *‘ Great Arti.
ficer.”” Rince then, an eeconomist in England has
told the world that ‘‘Jesus Christ, he is free trade,
free trade it is Jesus Christ!”’ ‘Since then, he was
seen in steel helmet, jack boots and spurs, at the call
of a thonsand pulpits, alternately acting as aide-de-
camp to Jacky Fisher and Emperor Bill. Since

L
s

—

then, he is rumoured to have handed OVer the Jine
- L

in disgust to old Nick—full name, Nick Lenin
idence, Moscow, on business day and mght “M'mra
some, assassinated 3 times, escaped from Russia wiy
a billion Ameriean dollars’ worth of pape
M0 times (see New York **Times,"
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also \.1‘.15"4»‘\._»
papers on allee samee stunt eirenit However the

rumor may be only the state of ming of the o
geoisie, as in similar ease, a8 when they 1el] us, g‘g;‘,,
bag timey are only a state of mind.

The twofold aspeet of those material fac
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the habit forming environment of man, the etiltural
and the strictly economic aspeet, has been \”;n.,g.;
ed by hasty and superficial erities of the Marxiag
theory. They see no more in Marx s formulation
his theory than a mere description of the historicsl
process-as solely the outeome of class interest. They
do not sce that a mode of production in social 1yt
alsn determines the relation of rulers and ruled. and

"that, to quote part of one of my quotations of Marg

in last issue, ‘' 19 is always the direet relation of the
owners of the conditions of production to the .
prosducers which reveal the innermost seeret the
hidden foundation of the entire social coustruction,
and with it the political f8rm of the relations e
tween sovercignity and dependence, in short, of the
‘corresponding form of the State.”’ A definite forn
of social organization to which must conform their
habits of life is determined by the method of the o1
ploitation of preduetive labor.

In a very sketehy way 1 have indicated the part
played by the conditions of man's environment i
the formation of thought, hut there is still the fact
of social change and progress to aceount for, Xat
ural environment, elimate, physical geography, ar
comparatively static factors and do not change ap
preciably during ages, have not, at leas!, during the
historical period, and eonsequently can not be held
acountable for social change. The determining
factors of change must be changeable themselves [n
the first part of this letter (in the last issue of the
“‘Glarion'") 1 pointed out that economic develop
ment, inventions, improvements, new discoveries 18
the ways and means of procuring a livelihood la¥
at the basis of social development. [ here quote a8
applieation of the Materialist Interpretation to the
fact of social change by one who is not a Marxian i
polities, Prof. Jobn Dewey, bne of the foremost I
eral publicists on this continent. In one of a sn®s
of lectures at the Imperial University of Japan.
Tokyo, speaking foncerning the factors that ”‘”“"
enced the dirsetion of that industrial, political an:
religions change upon which Enrope was enteriof
in the sixtesnth and seventeenth centuries, base
upon the increasing prnduvh\'il_v which snp \‘1
the period of comparative stdgnation of the middle
ages, he has this to say, in part: y

“I"pon the Industrial side, it Is impossible to v!ﬂ*""‘"
the Influence of travel, exploration and new ""“”“‘:”
which fostered & romantic sense of adventure into novelty
loosened the hold of traditional beliefs; created a 1'¢?
sense of new worlds to bo Investigated and subdued: P
duced new methods of manufacture, commerce. hankisé
and finance; and then reacted everywhere to stimi
vention and active experimentatibn into sclence e
Crusades, the revival of the profane learning of antid™

need

and even more parhaps, the contact with the .ph.’l.lr ’
o mene

learning of the Mohammedans, the increase of comm 3
(C

with Asia apd Africa, the introduction of the Iens®

late in

The

North
pass and gunpowder, the finding and opening up bt :".
and South America—most significantly called The P

18 »
World—these are some of the obvious external facts

ated is ak
trast between peoples and races previously solated 1#

ways, I think, most fruitful and influential for change “h”.‘.
psychological and {ndustrial changes coincide with "".'l r:1
Inforce each other. Sometimes people undergo "m(",w:,',.
change, what might be called a metaphysical p!mrvlnw"
through intercourse. The Inner set of the mind, “‘“‘I re
fally in religious matters, 1s altered, At other um‘.-,. the §
is a lively exchange of goods, an adoption of foreign ‘Ol(:lr.
and devices, an imitation of alien habits of clothing b g
ation and productién of commodities. One of these (A7

(Continued on page 7)
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