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WESTERN CLARIONPAGE SIX

Factors in the Materialist Interpretation
of History X is not 
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Being a continuation of the article in last issue con- j,reduction. Thing* have economic function* ami then, he i* rumoured to have handed 
corning the “Economic Factor,” in the form of become economic factors, 
an explanatory letter, written in consideration economic force* and economic conditions. The 
of a controversy on the Materialist Interpréta, plex economy of modern social life, notably it* pro­

ductive and political processes, makes essential for 
our

ov, r tiie hno 
name, Ni.-k Lenin

idem**, Moscow, ou bnsim s* day and night and-h 
some, assassinated .1 times, escaped from Ku*sla *4 
a billion American dollars' worth of

understanding of It that organized enquiry and 500 times (*«*■ New York 
knowledge which we know ns science.

We make reference to in disgust to old Nick—full wruiiC 
fit K‘<‘k' r> :
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tion.
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Times, also Vancouver 
paper* on allée sa nice stunt circuit !. However t - 
rumor max be only the state of mind of the \ml 
gcoisie, as in similar ease, as when they tell 
La\J timif are only a state of mind.

. The twofold aspect of those material fa,tor*
sumer. Distribution hen- means the sharing among the habit forming environment „f fiit. ruiU|RÜ
a community of the wealth pro<lueed. The seienee and the strictly economic aspect has lieen 

Partly, however, the length of my argument must be enquires into the laws which determine the 
accredited to my desire to open out a subject which, five shares of the members and classes of the 
while it has its dificulties for understanding, is yet munitv). 
important in respect that it has a hearing on the

Ily«. STEPHENSON So we have
--------- the science of Political Economy which treats of the

Dear Comtide,—I have no doubt I have drawn out production and distribution of wealth and its law*, 
this letter on the Materialistic Interpretation to a (Note: Distribution in tftis connection does not
wearisome length. These contents, and what has a!- the transferring of wealth from store houses 
ready, gone before in the last issue could very con­
ceivably have been stated better and more concisely.
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unnotic.
resjK-c- ed by hasty and superficial critics of the Mm„, 

theory. They see no more in Marx s formulation f 
hi* theory than a mere description of the historical 

. Tt w*11 be ^nted *»>’ fertor that is used or process at solely the outcome of das# interest TVr
of m,r pm.™» emhation, for. the ,„k-„ .<lv.ot.or of. or ploy. .„ „li„ „.rt in tho ,lo no, ... tho, . mo.lv of ,.r.«l„c,i,... i„ K. 

,vo,.U of Pr.m*s80r Dowry, that futur.■ ,.roj„r,io„ of wealth. .„d in that rr,peel i. i„«n,. .I„ d«r,mines the ration of rolrr. ruM
npon the wide,on, spread and deepen,,,g hold of the men,.I in serving the need, and furthering the life that, to quote part of one of me .......
s. .eotdie hoi,I, of muni. You, orgumen, centred proem, of imlividu.l, or of emnnniUem i. an reo„. ,„ laal i„„,. •• I, i, always thr d.rrr, ,,,
around queotien, upon which d,«u«,on ha. P-xrote.1 omie factor. In that respect i, is a question of eeo„. owner, of the condition, of prod,,h. '
down the age. sine, human being, began spec,,, omic four,ion. So.sunlight.air, water.tlUnau, goo. pmlnem which reveal the inner...............   .
l„e .bout the career of man. and as an.wer to wh.eh. grophiral and physi .1 featnre, of a country, natural hidden foundation of .he entire se,,,I eoo.tmd,.,
as conviction was reached, one way or the other, the resources in minerals, tirob-r. fertility of the soil,
philosophers have built their systems of philosophy, etc. the state of the industrial arts (technology !
The questions concern the standards that men are to

com-

ami with it the political (Arm of the relation* i*
iween sovereignity and dependence, in short, of tie

. ...... cw , , the material equipment of production ami the eppar- ’corresponding form of the Slate.''
employ ■» fanning then- beheh Though alremly trade and commerce, are all economic factor* of .or,.I organization in whirl, mus, roof.,™ ,k,r
slated in the first par, of this letter I will here re. There ». however, another ..pert to these factors habita of life » determined by the method of thr -I 
otate those questions m fresh terms, Haye we to other than an économie. Thoy have a cultural ploilation of prorlnrtive labor 
reaort, for gmd.nc. m human »«»>">. '« a m.per; ospeet. i„ „ far a, they mould the psychology of . |„ . ,„y sketchy way 1 have i„d„.,ed ,h. psn
human anhon,,^ to the jow.lled *«d«. and people, in » for. ih.t ia. a. the, mould a people', played by the eoadition. of man's ravin».,,« .
eternal truths of Idealmm, whuh. it ,a *nmed Iran, temperament and habit, of thought. In a near rim. the formation of Ihonghl. hi,I there ,. still thr fort
«end human expenenee and knowledge based npon liar way, a hook may be an artiele of merehandite af «rial eh.nge and progrès, to ,r,o„„, K» 
snalysts and remmn, Or. on the other hand most „„d the «me time he an .gen, „f culture for the ’ nral environment, climate, pbrrir.l g.
we organise human expenenee and depend,„„ human mind. The torrid elim.tr of the equatorial regions, e,.mp.ro.ir.lv s,.,ie forint, and .............. ..
reason and intelligence for authority and guidance! „n(f the temperate climate 4 the northern enforr- 

The terms of those questions state the mental pre- different experiences and habits of life and thought 
possessions which are the respective premises of the npon their respective inhabitants. 80 do divers- 
opposing schools in philosophy : Idealism andjlater- geographical and physical features. Mountainous 
ialiam. Viewed with the Idealist prepossessions, regions and the plains, inland regions and the *e*. 
history is seen as a record of good and evil deeds, a hoard, each stamp their particular impression on the 
struggle between the upper and nether worlds of plastic psychology of man. In a rough approximate 
spirit and materiality; the idea is the parting point, way, the cultural progress of a iwople correspond* 
the driving force of history, and great Wen the créa» to the state of its industrial arts. Here again ’ a cer- 
tors and initiators of social movements; progress is tain bent of the mind and the nature of its ideas are 
the progressive realization of the eternal and absol- given by the prevailing method of procuring a liveli. 
ute truths. On the other hand, from the Materialist hood, aa like** ise by the institutional character of 
viewpoint, which is the scientific'habit of mind, his- the social organization, to each factor its effect in 
tory is seen as a process of natural history. The the measure of its influence on the social life The

wriiTOf. i
win* caw 
tirm? res 
«ou* old pi 
da*x 

But thi* 
er i Mur 
muoTitior 
«ad relata 
wntary a 

The “ot 
pirtment. 
material » 
yoed the 
wen ha<- 

If a mai 
iMr runt 
vouldn’t 
-and if 
handles a 
operator
*i*e, he | 
fmm his 
look a rou

A definite fora

preeiably during ages, have not. at least, during the 
historical period, and eonscqnently -an not he he!»! 
a-ountahle for social change. The determinin; 
factors of change must be changeable themselves. In 
the first part of this letter (in the last issue of th- 
”Clarion”) I pointed out that économie develop 
ment, inventions, improvements, new dis-oven#* is 
the ways and means of procuring a livelihood lav 
at the basis of social development. I hen- quote an 
application of the Materialist Interpretation to the 
fact of social change by one who is not a Marxian in 
politics, Prof. John Dewey, one of the foremost lib­
eral publicists on this continent. In one of a #<nes 
of lectures at the Imperial Vniversity of .Up*n. 
Tokyo, speaking Concerning the factors that influ­

enced the direction of that industrial, political an.

tory is seen as a process of natural history.
process is a question of the inter-aetion Of environ- cultural effect of such faetonls found to character- 
mental forces, natural and social, and man as or- ise the religion, philosophy, art. poetry, literature, 
ganisrn, individually and collectively. The envir- folk-songs and stories of any people, though there 
onment, however, is the primary fact. To the m«-

».
FACTORreligious change upon which Europe was entering 

in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, hue-i 
u|m.ii the increasing productivity which supervened 
the period of comparative stagnation of the 
ages, he has this to say, in part :

"Vpon the Industrial side. It is Impossible to cxawfr* *
<otnnifiTYI‘

inav lie incorporated rauéh of foreign element. So 
tenahst, the history of society is a process evolving typically, in succession of time, (lod is a great hunter 
m the cumulative sequence of material cause and to the primitive tribesmen, to the Children of Israel 
effect. So, social movements and ideals are not in the pastoral stage, he is « familiar patriarchal 
born in the minds of great men, bat arise out of ma- father; later, he is the law giver during the reorgan, 
terial conditions of existence which impress them- ization after the escape from Egyptian bondage and 
selves on the minds of men. the terrible God of War during the conquest of the

Your opponent contends that “any material fac- promised land. And afterwards, when a stiff nfteked 
tor is an economic factor.” Rathe* he should say, generation grew prosperous and perverse and fer- 
that any material, factor is aq economic factor when getting the “Lord thy God” did worship e‘range 
it functions to an economic end. Words and terms gods-and pay toll to'strange priests—he became a 
wonld cease to be of value as signs for things we are jealous God, an utterer of blistering curses and a 
compelled to take note of in the business of life, un­
less we use them in some precise correspondence »o
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the Influence of travel, exploration and new 
which fostered s romantic sense of adventuiV Inio novel s 
loosened the hold of traditions! beliefs; crest-d a 
sense of new worlds to be Investigated and subdued. 
doted new methods of manufacture, «ommene. bant ^ 
and finance; and then reacted everywhere to stimulate ” 
ventlon and active expérimentation Into science ' 
Crusades, the revival of the profane learning of ant,'1'‘ ,
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amt even more perhaps, the contact with th-
learning of the Mohammedans, the increase of »omm< r *
with Asia and Africa, the Introduction of the I*"11"' _<0®
pesa and gunpowder, the finding and opening up «>f ^
and South America—moat algnlflcaiwly calleil The . <
World—these ere some of Ute obvious externa! tact*
•mat between peoples and races previously Isolated
ways, I think, moat fruitful and Influential for change
psychological and Industrial changes coincide with
Inform each other, flometlmee people undergo em*'1 0 ^
change, what might- be called a metaphysical <*an^;
through Intercourse. The Inner act of the in*"*1 ,!‘I

there

vengeful chastiser and dispenser (nto captivity of
. . , , "my Pe°P,e. l*rach” To the barbarian tribes of

those thing*. Turning to the dictionary we find tho Northern Europe he was also a Go<l of War In feu
term “economy” is derived from the Ancient Greek dal Europe of the midle ages he was “Overlord ” 
—(oikos: a house, nomos, a law), or, the law of a ‘Almighty Suzerain.” “Emperor of Heaven ” as 
household the rule* and regulations by which tho whim decreed. In the protestant Northern Europe 
management of a household is maintained, Le., dom- of the beginnings of the great industry, he is an all' 

, eetic economy. Later, the use of the term has been round handy artizen.the “Creator,” tho “Great Arti 
extended to cover all kinds of functional processes fleer.” Since then, an «sonomist in England has 
and structures. Thus we speak of the economy of told the world that “Jesus Christ, he is free trade 
the human body, of agricultural and industrial free trade it is Jesus Christ!” Since then, he was 
economy, the economy of a machine, and of a com- seen in steel helmet, jack boots and spurs, at the call 
«unity, tribal, civic or national, also of the capital- of a thousand pulpits, alternately acting as aide-do- 
ist ayste# of production as the world's economy of camp to .Tacky Fisher and Emperor Bill.
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tally in religious matter*, Is altered. At other time» 
I* a lively exchange of goods, an adoption of foM1”1 
and devices, an Imitation of allen habita of clothing, 
atlon and production of commodities. One of these
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