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January 15, 1901 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATED 1866 A 49
km

sAsraircs«.^n,s,5fi
Ü the countrçr’oegalized r/e™Hrf P~”= SÂt ZS^Y^ToZ^X^

5£"%«EF^^iF^ üsvziULr—,sriti" ■•are wise, will accept the first, and it is to their very had to buv the steel* ridls’ t-i<GPeka and Santé Fé Railroads are now generally prosperous," though 
efStVilnterenn t0f ^yocate it earnestly. One-fifth motives toMav that it has ,anf f^co' there wil1 not be much new railroad built for some
of the wealth of this country is invested in rail- years thev wnnlrl cost the°co^VD tbe ^ fc^re time owing to the increase in the cost of material. 
r co<L8tî!irltl<TT andt Pe.°Ple owning them should be million dollars more pany nearly fou It is estimated that the increase in the cost of
protected. Unrestrained competition would in Tf ■ f„. fr> fïl ' , , ., supplies and material over that of a year ago or
time destroy the value of these securities, and i;au ^alr to PeoP,e of the country to estab- more, amounts to about $300 per mile in main- 
disaster m all other lines of industry would cer- înUm Kato, °n *,be composite service tenance, or about one-third. American railroad
tainly follow. *nby -,be Roads why is it not labor is the highest-paid labor in the world. It has

I favor legalized pooling because I believe the ncicccn^oiL6116 1/ulroad8 to establish maximum had more constant and regular employment since
public can be better served by stability in freight mnmnnppf S’nf a rai8.’ t^s, coal and other the railroad business has improved. There has been
rates than by unrestrained competition which is a nrL nn thp the.stfrvl.ce • Is it fair to make some increase in the wages paid, and if the business 
naturally destructive. Pooling if legalized should nfPfho ’ WJt^°lmt considering the cost continues as prosperous as it is now, it is not
be under the supervision of the Interstate Com stinidd W,Snt Parts • Transportation by rail unlikely there will be demands made for further 
merce Commission, or some other comneW hnT" should be considered as a monopoly, and should be increase.
which should have the power to decide whether TTnUed'sfi-ni-M ®Ucbl n* tbf- ®overDm6nt of the Labor and capital are now on a parity, both 
pool rates are unreasonably high or unreasonably alrmctho^68 t0 have different custom houses organized, and will deal with each other in respect
low. Rates should al waysL rlasoLwe thev a ilïeeCOa? competing with each other as to to each other’s rights. Both will be strong con- 
sometimes too high, and at other times’ too^ow whaH^ !fc woul.d’ ™ a sen8e> be a repetition of federations, neithet one having the upper hand.
There are a great many people in this country who hfdo nn7Slü.™"7» ï® transportation business. The general situation in the railroad world is at
are.violently opposed to trusts or mononlies nf amr not ^eVeVj' as 1S* often claimed, that rail- present satisfactory. The advance in the price of
kind, and yet they favo^nrestri™ ed comnetiHon hL°v«rbon^d’ Most of the Western rail- supplies, the prospective demands of labor. and
without realizing that the natural result of such distress a peri°? °.f disaster or the prohibition of combinations to maintain rea

petition is concentration hll Ja boud?’ ln “a.Dy instances, have sonate charges, are the only three things in the
If the railroads of the country are to fight each and «« M aS baJe t^,r ra.tes. of interest, transportation business to-day which are discour-

other to a finish, the natural outcome wifi be one 1 ProPosltlc,n principal roads in aging. The general condition of the country is the
ownership by a few people Personally I do not fnr roht.7 th country c°u]d “P6 be duplicated to-day best we have ever experienced. The people of the 
believe this would be a 7 d° not for what the7 are capitalized per mile. West never owned so much, or owed so little.
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great calamity, but fully 
seventy-five per cent, of 
the people of this country 
would protest most vig"- 
orously against anything 
of the kind ; and yet, by 
opposing an arrange
ment whereby an appor
tionment of traffic or 
earnings can be made 
which will enable the 
railroads to live, they are 
expediting just such a 
condition of affairs. Un
restricted com pet i ti on 
means that the big ship
per, the colossal indus
trial enterprise, the in
stitution with the great
est tonnage, will 
tinue to secure prefer
ential rates, and it also 
means that if there 
any discriminations to 
be made in rates, that 
the larger cities, as well 

the larger shippers, 
will get the inside. Le
galized pooling would 
protect the small ship
per and the small town, 
and these are the bul
wark of our national pros
perity, hence their inter
ests should be looked 
after.

S'lCanadian Horses for 
the British Army.

go to press, a 
from Ottawa

• a

1As we 
telegram
states that Hon. George 
W. Ross, Premier of On
tario, has been urging 
the establishment some
where in Canada, and 
if possible in Ontario, of 
a station for the pur
chase of remounts for 
the British army. On 
January 11th he visited 
Ottawa, in company with 
Hon. J. M. Gibson, At
torney-General, and Mr. 
Aemillus Irving, Q. C., 
and interviewed 
cellency the Governor- 
General on the question, 
and was received very 
graciously at" Rideau 
Hall. The matter was 
placed very fully before 
Lord Minto, who assured <r' 
Premier Ross that he 
would place himself at 
once in communication 
with the War Office and 
with Lord Lansdowne, 
whose former connection 
with Canada would na-

Government control

realizes that unrestricted accomplished smashers, and a run on the bank. ada of raisin a horses of
competition has forced . a recognized standard of
the railroads of the country into a few hands, and Notwithstanding these arguments in its favor, weight and value, and the great source of revenue 
then there wdl be a great outcry to achieve it, not- I have no hope that Congress will at any time soon such would be to those engaged in horse-breed- 
witnstanding the tact that the people themselves pass a pooling law. The fact is our public men are ing in Ontario and other parts of the Domin- 
win be to blame for the concentration of power and afraid to look this matter squarely in the face. I ion. The war office has purchased for the 
proprietorship in the transportation facilities of believe the time will come, however, when the South African war an immense number of 
^country. small shippers and the small towns of the country horses in the United States. The Governor-

lhe objections to Government ownership are will demand something of the kind for their own General thinks from what he has seen of Ca- 
many. lire probable introduction of politics into protection. The reason they have not already nadian stock that horses of the required qual- 
our transportations as a consequence would be a made this demand is because they are not fully ity could be just as easily furnished by our 
Vtu y, seJ^lous objection. 1 he extravagance . with aware of what is hurting them. breeders, and he is hopeful, with such representa-

Ch ^°V5rnmeïvr bus.ln.ess ,18 conducted is an- Further consolidation of railroad interests is tp tion as can be made to the War Office, that a 
other objection. My opinion is that the post-office expected. If it comes very soon it will be because remount station can be established here. Now that 
department, which is often referred to as an ideal of the inability to secure proper legislation on mounted infantry are to be more largely employed 
Government function, is managed in anything but transportation matters. The absence of a pooling in conducting warfare, the demand for horses will 
an economical way The Government pays the law is hurrying the ownership of railroads into the be much greater than heretofore, and the oppor- 
ruilroads of the United States about 28 per cent, of hands of a few. I do not look upon this proposed tunity should not be lost of bringing to the atten
ds total earnings from the postal department, and consolidation of carriers with any alarm ; in fact, I tion of the Imperial authorities the source of supply 
shows a large annual deficit. Private interests believe that if all the transportation lines of the available ■itf Canada. The matter will be brought
control the express companies, which pay the rail- country were operated as one grand system the before the Legislature at the coming session for
roads titty per cent, of their gross earnings, and service to the public would be superior to that now such action as that body might deem wise, 
still show a profit. In a town of 20,000 people the rendered* and the charges would be more equitably
postmaster receives a salary of three or four thou- assessed as between shippers, with a lower basis of
sand dollars per arumm, and the express agent one rates generally. The Sherman Anti-Trust Act and p,_j.._ p.j... ». -pi
hundred dollars pèr month. The express agent is the anti-trust legislation enacted by various Stale Laying irrites IOF rigs,
in an office that. costs a thousand dollars a year. Legislatures have had, it seems to me, just the The farmer who is fortunate enough to have
The postmaster is in the Government building, opposite effect to that which was desired'. These hogs in fit condition to market at the present time
the interest on the cost of which is anywhere from laws have prevented combinations or actual con- rprin|nw ;n *T. m , ,six to twenty thousand dollars a year. solidations of property. Competition has been so c*rtain'y 18 *“ clove*; /he ’Toronto market reports

I hold that transportation is a public service, severe, and the outlook so cloudy that many manu- shoff thafc tor well-finished baconers weighing 
and to some degree a tax, and believe that, all facturera who would have much preferred to have between 100 and 200 pounds alive the price there
shippers and travellers should be treated alike. I kept their plants in their own families and have is $6.80 per 100 pounds, which should be satisfactory
think it would be just as proper for one merchant handed them down to the next generation, have to the most exacting feeder and there is monev 
to buy his postage stamps or his customs duties for been obliged to consolidate with their competitors. ra;»;,,» u,. .u a 7
less money than another, as it is under like circum- While concentration of railroad ownership is , . . ‘ ?"[, ^ p a^ these figures,
stances and similar conditions for one shipper or making rapid progress in the East, the wave has wmcn with reasonable good care and feeding can 
traveller to have better rates of transportation than not yet made much impression west of the Missis- be made to bring this price at from 7 to 8 months 
another. sippi. It will undoubtedly come, and, while I am old.
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