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FARMER'S ADVOCATEL

@orrespondence.

Mr. Epitor—DEAR Sir,—Ihave lcen
thinking for some time of the question,
“What shall I write about ?” and its an-
swer. Not that subjects are scarce, but

uite the contrary, too numerous. One
time draining is uppermost, then plowing,
and then I fall bacEeupon the sensation ot
the {)reseut time, viz., Shows, and I have
resolved that Shows shall be the subject
of this paper.

AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITIONS : WHAT ARE
THEY AND WHAT OUGHT THEY TO BE

I attended the South Brant Exhibition,
and shall now tell you what I saw there
and the thoughts that have run through
my mind since.

I paid my entrance feelike ‘an honest
man, and walked into the capacious
grounds, The first thing I'saw wasa
crowd. Thinking I would like to see the
* elephant,’ if it was there, I elbowed my
way to the front rank. And what did I
see? A beautiful cow? No! A race-
horge? No! Well, what then? Why,
1 saw aman standing in a buggy with a
board in front of him. He was giving
away money. “ Who,” says he, “will
%ivc me ten cents for twenty-five?”” 1,

,L” from the crowd. “Where!” says
he, “I say I came here to give away
money, and I do what I say. ' Who will
give me twenty-five cents for fifty 1’ “I,

, I” says the crowd. Well, Mr. Editor,
this looked very favorable for the crowd.
But hold, he soon changed his- tune from
giving to taking, for under tho whole
thing was a lottery. On the board in
front of him, was written several columns
of numbers, and some of these had written
under them the sign § with a figcure beside
it, but the majority of them were blank-
He had also a large lot of common envel.
opes in a box, and in each envelope was a
ticket upon which was written a number
corresponding with some number cn the
board. “Now,” says he, “who will try
his luck at drawing a prize?” Tien hic
holds the box to some innocent boy and
tells him to draw out two cnvelopes.
These two envelopes he sclls for a dollar,
gving in a little bar of his magic soap.

e then sells tickets until a pool of ninc or
ten is formed. Then the anxiety of the
crowd was at its highest, as he commenced
calling out the numbers on the tickets sold.
One poer fellow had tried his luck pretty
extensively, and how anxious he looked !
His eyes, ears, and mouth were open to
catch the slightest sound of good luck.
One ticket after another was called off; and
as often the countenances of the hopeful
dupes fell one degree.  'When the last was
drawn all looked very despairing, but still
a ray of hope was visible. ‘‘May-be,”
says one, ‘“ this has the thirty-five dollar

rize.” Butoh ! all their fond hopes were

lasted by the cry of “Dblank.”  So much
for Honest John, the soap man. “You
cannot always win and you cannot always
lose,” said he consolingly. I thus watched
the proccedings for some time and at last
I saw one ticket draw a prize of two dol-
lars. I asked myself who got the prize.
But some one got it,and the soap man ap-
parently lost two dollars,

But then auother man was calling a
crowd : “ Come, old and young, great and
small, weak and strong, come try your
strength at lifting,” he says, as he rubs
with a rag his instrument, to keep it
bright. “ E)nly five cents to try your lift-
ing powers.” But I passed on to another
crowd.

This crowd was assembled around an-
other strength-trying machine. Every
moment or s0 I heard a heavy blow and
then a clang of irun, as a ball ranup a
staff, and, catching fast, showed the force
of the blow. Each paida certain sum for
two strokes. Thus they gave away their
money, and then exerted their muscular
force by using a sledge hammer. .

Besides these crowds there were several
o‘hers. One round another lottery, an-
other round a man who had a sct of dies

and stamping names for twenty-five cents,
another lottery with its crowd, and there
was also to be seen a canvass tent contain-
inga man who could cut his head off and
put it on again for ten cents.

Have patience, and I shall soon have
them all enumerated. Another man had
a square board which was set jover with
iron pins, in one hand, and ten iron rings
in the other. Auother, most honorable of
all, was exhibiting his powers of calcula-
tion,

- Besides all these wonders I saw a good
deal of pure board in the Crystal Palace.
It is not at every show that you can get a
good view of rough boards upon which
there is room enough to seat all the peo-
ple, without crushing any fruit or flowers.
Outside I saw a reaper and mower, two
rollers, a straw-cutter, a dog-power,and
many things, each of which took a prize,
because there were no more articles than
prizes.

¢ The above is a general view of what I
saw at the South Brant Exhibition, with
the exception of a few sheep and swine,
Who, I often ask, were the directors of this
Exhi{)ition, or any Exhibition at which
the-only things that drew the crowds were
gambler's stands? Does not this show
that demoralization of the worst kind is
emecuraged by the directors of Exhibi-
tions? Who knows how many young men
took their first lesson in gambling that
day? Some little boy, no doubt, went
home and proclaimed his luck at throw-
ing ring on the board ot pins, all over the
farm. Who, I ask, were the exhibitors
who took the most prizes, the farmers and
manufacturers or the gamblers?  The an-
swer is easy: the gamblers, of course.
How many dollars did “ Honest John”
make that day? More, I venture to say,
than any ten cxhibitors. Tactually saw a
woman encouraging her son, a little boy,
in buying in a lottery ; ncedless to say he
lost his money as fast as he paid it out.
Better have no shows whatever, than
iake our show grounds a safe retreat for
idle wmen, whose business it is to extort
money from foolish and perhaps poor peo-
ple, by chance games,

Now, what ought our Shows to bel
What is the original object of such gather-
ings? To promote the interests of far-
mers and manufacturers by causing a comn-
petition between the members of each
class. The competition is caused by ofter-
ing a prize of a few dollars or perhaps
cents for the best articles exhibited.
Shows also answer the place of advertize-
ments, by bringing articles to the view of
many people at a small expense. Let the
directors of Exhibitions have an eye to
these things. How many police they will
swear in to keep some poor boys from de-
frauding them out of the entrance fee, yet
they will allow gambling of the lowest and
meanest stamp to enter the gate, and pro-
tect and perhaps patronize the gambler’s
dishonest ways. iet our Shows, contain
what they ought to contain and no more.
If the number of entries be small ot insuf-
ficient. canvass amongst the farmers for
exhibition articles, rather than admit dis-
honest men to practice within the Society’s
grounds.

The above is not written with any spirit
of malice against the directors of any ex-
hibition. I have painted nothing blacker
than the original, and I have told of no-
thing but what was séen. I felt it my
duty to expose one of the errors into
which our Shows have fallen. Let our
gates be shut against men of low craft,
cven if they offer large sums of money for
the privilege of practising on the grounds.
Make our Shows what they ought to be.
Select directors who will strictly follow
the dictates of an upright conscience, and
then we will show something besides bare
boards as well as enjoy the blessings of a
thankful commonweglth. Yours truly,

B.J. P

New Durham, Ont., Oct., 1871.

We insert the above, as it opens a ques-
tion for discussion, and hope some one
may reply.  For our part we believe in

having amusements at our Exhibitions

but let us discuss where the line should be
drawn. We want amusement as well as
business to suit all classes.. We thank
our correspondent.

THE ONTARIO BEE-KEEPER'S ASSOCIATION.

This Association met on the evening of
Sept. 28th, 1871, in the Sons of Tempetance
Hall, Mr. Muchell, of St. Mary’s, in the
Chair, and Mr. A. C. Atwood, of Vanneck P.
0., Secretary. “Tie following were the sub-
jects on the card for consideration :

1st. What amount of ventilation should be
given to stock in winter ?

2ud. What is the ciuse of bees swarming ?
3rd. What is the cause of bees leaving the
hive after hiving, and how to prevent them !
4th, What are the troubles to be met with
in bee-keeping 1 :
5th. What will bee-keepers gain by using
the extractor.

6th. What is the great secret of successful
bee-keeping ?

7th, What is the best method of introduc-
ing queens ?

The first subject elicited a brief but pointed
discussion, when it was

Resolved—That no rule can be' laid down
for ventilating a hive, but bee-keepers must
use their judgment in recard to the place for
wintering the strength of the stocks, &c.

"The second question, “ What is the cause
of bees swarming 1”7 was laid over for future
discussinn.

The next question, “ What is the causs of
bees leaving the hive after hiving, and how to
prevent them ?” was then taken up, and after
some debate it was

Resolved— That the cause of leaving the
hive after swarming is greatly owing to care-
less management und exposure to strong sun-
shine. The only remedy iz arsificial swarm-
ing or plenty of veutilation for natural
swarms. Carried unanimously.

The fourth question, * What are the trou-
bles to be met with in bee-keeping?’ was
then taken up, aad after discussion it was
concluded that the troubles were so numer-
ous and varied under different circumstances
that they had to be discovered by each bee-
keeper for himself.

The fiith question, ¢ What will Bee-keepers
¢ain by using the Extractor ¥ was then taken
up. The extractor is an instrument used for
removing boney from the comb without in-
jury to it, thus cconomisiug the wax of the
comb, and saving the heney which otherwise
would have to he used in constructing it.
After a shoert debate it was

Resolved—That this Convention recom-
mend all bee-keepers to use thlie extractor,
from the testimony already given by those
who have used them. Carricd.

The meeting then adjourned.

A. €. ATTWUOD,
Sec.-Treas., O.B.A,

Fditor Farmers' Advocate.

Sir,—The potatoes 1 had fiom you last
spring have yiclded well, and prove themselves
to be of excellent quality, and surpass most
other kinds ia this respect, possessing a splen-
did flavour. The spring wheat has also turned
out well with us, and we are highly pleased
withit as well. I may mention that a person
was round lere vending a patent fork, and
setting forth he had a line from you guaran-
teeing satisfaction. Never having seen men-
tion in your paper of any fork the same as he
had, I did not believe him.  Pleaso inform me
if you gave any one such authority.

Yours truly,

CHARLES PowELL.
London, Oct. 25, 1871.

We have had no one selling forks. If we
have anvthing worthy of commendation ycu
will see it in our list. We would caution our
readers not to be deceived by any praulers who
may say they are from our offlce, and use our
name as a cloak to deceive you.

Editor Farmers’ Advocate.

S1r,—In the July number of the ADVOCATE,
there was a short article on the deterioration
of varieties of potatoes. I was in hopes that
some one of your many readers, more expe-
rienced in raising potatoes than I can pretend
to be, had written to you about it. I am of the
opinion that the deterioration is mainly owing
to carelessness in the sclection of seed. There
is nothing perhaps that ripens so irregularly as

the potatoe. But instead of improving on the
hint, and sclecting the best for seed,the smallest

or worst are more frequently planted. And

when this is continued from year to year, what

will be the result >—the produce must degene-
rate. For whatever animal or vegetable ig
brought up to ahigher state of cultivation and
growth, by selection, care and food will, as a

matter of coarse if that care, selection and food
is not continued, return back to their original
state. My plan is to raise potatoes intended
for seed entirely by themselves; eunrich and
cultivate the land thoroughly ; plant the largest
potatoes (your show bushel), and do not spare
the hoe. 'T'ake the hest potatoes from the patch
for your seed, and the very best for your seed
patch again next yenar, and with this treatment
they may perhaps deteriorate, but it must be
very slowly. I wish you had given us some of
Mr. Patterson’s experiments, and if he had,
tried anything like this we would know if any-
thing would be gained by it. I would also like
to know whether new varietiee raised by cross-
ing do not sooner deteriorate than those raised
without any crossing or pure blood, 8o to speak,
But only an extended series of experiments
can test if this is the case. We hardly know
the meaning of crossing potatoes. We do not
admit of grafting being a cross, as the eye im-
slanted in any other potatoe will produce its
{ike the same as & graft. INew varieties of po.
tatoes are procured for seed from seed bulls,
and when such is raised it must take a series ot
years and innoculation by the bumble bee and
other insects to produce a cross, even then from
the seed bulbs. We have nothing to depend on
as hundreds of different kinds may be produced

{ from the same stem. In animals the result of

crosses is more surely and easily defined, and
our purest bred animals are the result of judi-
cious crossing. When anything is raised to per-
fection, the best plan for the majority of
farmers is to procure as direct from the parent
stock ag possiL\e. Yours, &c.,

LAMBTON,

Editor Farmers' Advocate.

Sir,—TI am sorry I did not see you when 1
was in London last week, but I saw your es-
tablishment and heard of your success. I am
glad of it, and hope you will keep going ahead.
1 can't do much for you in thislocality. T will
give you a sample of my neighhors. One of
them when helping at twreshing, on passing
through my potato field, and looking at my
Larly-Rose potatoes, was induced to take two
home iu his pocket, and I think that ho will
venture to plant them next spring. 'This is the
amount of enterprise he is possessed of, and
many others here. But heis Scotch, of cou-se.

Yours truly,

ROBERT STREET.
Lambton, Oct. 7, 1871,

Editor Farmers’ Advocate.

Sir,—I received the * Digger ” and remit
the amount. 1 think well of the ** Digger” as
it does its work saiisfactory. My old varieties
of pota'oes crop pour alongside the new kinds
I have had from you. I give you some retuins
and have no doubt, nmder more favorable cir-
cumstances, the yields weuld have been niuch
greater, but we suffered much from the carly
and long-continued drought. I bave taken
geveral first prizes on my new varieties, hav-
ing shown thirty kinds in all.  Fall wheat
has yielled from thirty to forty bushels per
acre. Spring wheat from six to twenty bnsht_els
per acre. TTay—light crop in this Township.
Other spring grain average crops :

From 12 oz. King of Earlies, I lifted 13 los.
« 12z Secdless (Breeses) *  171bs.
74 Ibs, Calico, « 34 bush.
« 15 ¢ Willards Seedling, 8
15 ¢ Excelsior “ 6 v
15 ¢ Ciimax, a 7
« 30 “ Breezes Prolific,  * 20
All good table petatoes. Yield of my older

varieties of potatoes.

6 bushel Early Rose produced 200 bush?ls.
4 “  Goderich L 60 ¢
4 ¢ Gamet Chile “ 50

Flukes, Cups, Blue Pink Eyes, Carters,

Californias—all look as mean and small as po-

tatoes can be. ] q

From 15 Ibs. McCarling Wheat I thrashe
1 bush. 30 1bs. q

From 4 ibs. 12 oz. Marshall Oats I thrashe
2 bush. 30 ibs. |

From 17 Ibs Black Tartar I tthrashed 4 bush.
30 lbs,

From & Ibs. S oz. New Brunswick I thrashed
5 bush, 30 1bs=.

From & Ibs. 8 oz. Norway Oats 1 thrashed 0
bush. 30 Ibs.

Yours truly,
Steplien, Oct. 13, 1571
[We thank Mr. Weller for his report, and

e as
should be glad to have others do likewise,
reports compared ellicit facts and Dbecome ©

i

“

L. WELLER.

importance and advantage to all farmors.
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