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in an agony, He sweats as it were great drops of
blood ; it was not a placidity because He had not
heart-feeling within, He felt the full trial in
spirit; but God was always with Him in the cir-
cumstances, and, therefore, He was uniformly calm
before men,

We are not to expect never to be exercised, or
troubled, or cast down, as though we were without
feeling. “They gave me also gall for my meat,
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink,”
He thoroughly felt it all. The iron entered into
His soul. * Reproach,” He says, “ hath broken my
heart.” But there is this difference between Christ
in suffering and afiliction and ourselves: with Him,
there was never an instant elapsed between the
trial and communion with God. This is not the,
case with us. We have first to find out that we are
weak, and cannot help oursclves; then we turn and
look to God. Where was Paul when he said, “All
men forsook me ?” His corfidence in God was not
shaken ; but looking around him, by the time he
got to the end of his ministry, his heart was broken
because of the unfaithfulness. He saw the flood of
evil coming in (Chaps. iii. and iv.), and the danger
of Timothy’s being left alone, looking at the evil,
and feeling his own weakness ; and so (lest Timothy
should get into a spirit of fear), he says, “Stir up
the gift of God that is in thee, . . . . for God hath
not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of
love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou, therefore
ashamed of the testimony of the Lord, nor of me




