
■i
i'I IlE CHRONICLE. i.’.rI-kiiim aRT i. 1007
: 1

PROMINENT TOPICS li> nearly .is 11 nul 1 as the existing fire insurance prr 
mimiis. Not only would the merchants lie afford­
ed protection at lower rates, hut there would lie 
no stoppage to lei-me-., , r loss to the city by lug 
tire, such as have talon place from time to time 
ill tlii- district, lie had ascertained that without 
taking account of the enormous stocks carried, the 
buildings alone ill til’s district were assessed at 
$6,500,000, without including the value of the land 

One speaker slated that he was rather sorry that 
the insurance rates had not liecn three times what 
they wore, .is it would have made the merchants 
and citizens insist upon these .improvements being 
carried out.
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On the motion of Mr W. I. 
si011Uf.il nud thr Gear the IS ard of Trade has 
Tir.ioouitinfi*"* passed the following résolu

Railway.

. !
’

lion :
"That as the Transcontinental

g,, ! a \ , 1 nnectmg with the Grand Trunk Pacific 
ourse of construction west from the Cityis 1l« >XX 111

tii. . 1 and cast from the City of \Vinni|H'g,
• ,1, • a'he-, that the Ontario Government Railway 

,n i c e el construction northward, and intend 
e,I 1 . nneit the Ontario systems of railways with
•tu I ranscontinental,

Be : 'es bed that tlii' incoming council !*• in 
a a, ted to wait upon the Government, and the 
(ir.iinl I rank Pacific, and take such other steps as 

necessary to press upon them the import- j
. :.......: building simultaneously from Montreal to

with the Transconlihcnt.il line, so that

Commenting in his Hoard of 
ii|H>n Mont 

real's trade last year, Mr 
Mathew son said that trade 

and navigation returns for the fiscal year HJ05-06, 
bore test in r nv to the wisdom of the expenditures 
made in the past on the St Lawrence route. Can­
ada's foreign trade for the past fiscal year was the 
greatest 111 the country's history, amounting to 
$34<i.i)’(i,i>t,S, I King an increase of $80,(11(1/11 * over 
that of the previous year. Montreal handled 32 
pe. 1 f the exports and JS pc of the iui|x>rts, while 
the duty collecte<l was ’8 pc of the whole customs 
revenues of Canada. The actual amount of cus-

Montreal » Share of | r.idr sjxech 
Cumul i n Trailp.

:
max I

i min t
M it ’< t will lx1 in a posit inn to receive equa 

fi' in.in the c 11struction of the Transiront i-
1

iicnt.il with « it lier large commercial cent res of thr
I l)t »mimon."

\1 R Wil-tni-Sniith who seconded the motion, 
id • w ,1 s difficult to understand whv those re 

should give the chief centre of Canada 
• t K; whether it lie for juridical or for other 
rc.ts. L- it must Ik? remem Ik* red that this great 
tr.uw. ntmenai line was for the lienefit of the 
win-1c •■•entry and it was exjiected that it would 

h « nnected with those cities and towns where it 
w Id I * nui-st valuable.
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toms revenue collected here for the year ending 
31 si Devemlier, Mjoh, was $14,15(1,5(18, an increase 
over last year of $1,876,731, and the largest on re 
cord.
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We do not share the opinion that 
Canada's new intermediate tariff 
xx ill In- a constant menace to many 
ot our struggling industries. It 
can only liecome such, by gros** 

I blundering <-n the jiart « t «>ur own governments. 
There is in* question ot intiment connected with 
the intermediate scheduh*. It simjily enables th<* 
government of tin day t<> enter into an arrange 

1 ment xsith any foreign j»«*xver l«»r recijirocal com - 
men ial adx antages uj»«*n purely business |>rmri|iles. 
Canadian diplomacy and Canadian business
ability will lie very much at fault if this power is
used m such a xx a x as to place any Canadian indus 
try worth saving, in jeojurdy. 1 lie great hug bear 
d many jinitectionists in tin» connection is, ot 

the l nited States, but leading men <>t all

C'i.mida * 
Inter nit (tinte 

Tariff.

There was a \cry interesting 
Firelivnrnnee in the discussion at the Board of 
CpuRpitfd Distrlet. Trade meeting on the lire 

insurance question, esjievi.dly 
xx :t:i -< terrm v to the congested district of Mont- 
u.il Mr McGill, a member of tin* council and 

i hairman during last year of the Insur j 
; - t lumttee <*f that body, said that it was sug 
' *<*< i » • them in the Ix-ginning th.it there xx as on lx 

> t bringing down the insurance rates and 
t ge‘ new companies to conic in. But they 

2 ’Mid u[»on attcmjiting to interest new companies.
• < < in j tally of substance declined to come

i
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XXtill XV.i

i b ikv ri-k-, until th<- nivo.s.iry improvc-m<-nts
<"Hiici t<<l 
.mil

w it li t lu- watvr piv-surc, the lire brig.ule , 
matters of that nature were carried into • 1

glad to say that after consulting shades of political opinion in < anada, are oil record 
A ' ■ insurance companies here, they promised in fax - ur ot « me b rin * »t closer commercial i on 

r<*i ■ «' the rates .is soon as the improvements notion lietween the two c«
It was, thcrctor<‘, uji to the citv d liable 'Standing ( Ml* i « » t recipn *city in na- 

part. Vnder existing circumstances it | tur.il jm-ducts, it ill h« *lds and there must lie many 
at, r.tr},er difficult to get sufficient insurance even Canadian industries capable ot at least holding
"r the p-iient rates. He was glad that the City | their < wn in r<»mj»etition with their American rivals
1 * xx as getting power at (Juchée to liorroxx I iijm.ti anything like fair and equal terms. We can

ii ney, on a sjiecial tax, which would lie levied | not exjxct, for instance, access to the great A mm 
- ngeited district, and would lie spread j can paper market that we need so much, without
mniiier of years so th.it it would not amount 1 giving some juul pro •///<-.

Ufse,
Mr«•Ilf ! was

%
untries Sir John Mac

were < irr:r<l out. 
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