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The Lost Prayer Book
BY A PRESBYTERIAN ELDER.

Ir. connection with the mid-week prayer
meeting problem, which is receiving consid
erable attention in the columns of the 
religious press, an incident of which I read a 
go d miny years ago comes to memory A 
good old minister who hid toiled fmhfu'ly 
and long in hi« field of labor, was filled with 
sorrow at the evidences he seemed to see on 
every hand that the results from his work 
were painfully meagre. To this was added 
the discouraging knowledge that not a few 
of his p iris tinners laid the spiritual harvest 
failure at his door. The faithful old veteran 
felt at times not merely discouraged but al- 
m »st broken-hearted ; and still he toiled on.

One day a deputation of his |»eople waited 
upon him to discuss the situation and 
quire why there were such meagre results 
from his lah irs. It is needless to say many 
of their observations were neither compli
mentary nor encouraging.

Finally, the old minister in tremulous and 
saddened tones remaiked : “The fact is, 
brethren, I have lost my prayer book.” 
“What do you mean, queried the deputation 
in chorus. Then the old servant of God told 
them that they neglected the weekly prayer- 
meet mg, which was usually attended only by 
a little handful of old people ; and further 
told them that he had every reason to believe 
that they rarely asked for God’s blessing on 
his lab >rs either at family worship or in their 
closets. S # far as his people were concerned 
they left him to continue the fight alone. 
That was how he lost his prayer book, and 
because his people were not Aarons and 
Hurs upholding his hands by their prayers, 
the heavens ab *ve were as brass and the 
earth iron.

The deputation saw the point ; the lost 
prayer-book was recovered, and ere long 
times of refre-hing came from the hands of 
the Lord to the long barren field of labor.

How many faithful ministers all over 
Canada have “lost their prayer books" in 
this way ? And because of this there a e no 
b'essed revivals of religion, few are being 
added to the churches, and the faithful toil
ers, not the imlifT. rent, self satisfied profess
ing Christians, are U 'j'tstly 
is wanted in addition to faithful telling of the 
old, old story, is a revival in mid-week prayer- 
meeting attendance, earnestness and faithful
ness, and loving r. membrance of the pastor 
and his labors at the family altar and in the 
closet. When the people faithfully uphold 
their pastor’s hands in this wiy they will have 
their own hearts quickened and realise in 
some measure how blessed it is to tell the 
old, old stoiy to others. Then they may 
expect “showers of blessing*” on their pastor, 
on themselves and on all around them.
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Bible Institute Course
considers us a menace to his kingdom.

Study Jas. i : 2 3, 12-14 
temptation is not only sin but death.

Third. The character of Christ’s tempta-
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Christ's Preparation tor the Ministry.

Two great facts stand out as Christ’s final 
freparation for the ministry. First, His 
years of manual labor in N zireth. These 
years bring him into the life-experiences of 
the laboring man, who has the dust of the 
world’s toil on his hands and on his garments. 
Kvtry laborer in the world’s workshop must 
feel ki:.ired with the Son of Man during 
these years of His life. And if you working 
men will take up these studies in the life of 
Christ, and master them, you will find your 
self keeping company with Christ as He 
leaves the workshop and enters u|x>n His 
work of redemption. If you will accompany 
your friend, Jesus the carpenter of N izareth, 
through His j mrneys and mimstiy, to 
Calvary and Olivet, and will watch Him 
ascend to the Father’s House, your friend
ship for the Son of Man will have become 
friendship for the Sn of God. You will 
then understand the expressions, love for 
Christ, communion and fellowship with 
Christ, as you never did it before. As you 
have walked with Je:us, He will wa'k with 
you, and the words of the hymn will become 
clear to you,

“ My Siviour comes and walks with me,
And sweet c >m nunion hjre hive we ;
He gently leads me by the hand,
For this is heaven’s border land.”

a. Tempted as are the poor who cry for 
bread. Luke 4:57. The devil takes 
Christ where he can unfold to Hun in 
magnificent panorama the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them. The possession 
of these was what Jew and Greek and 
Roman would have admired. Tney would 
have taken away the reproach of the manger 
and the cross. Men would have received the 
Son of G >d with ovations. Riches and
power would be mighty agents to the preach
er. The face of Christ is thoughtfu as He 
looks on the outspread glories with these 
possibilities ; but S nan’s scrutiny can detect 
no trace of selfishness in the Saviour’s gaze.

c. Tempted as are the devout, holy, trust
ing souls who confide implictl'y in G >J and 
in His word ; and who sometimes long to 
give a coldly sceptical world proof that there 
is such a thing as f.ith, Luke 4: 9 11. 
Lesson from these Temptations, I kb. 4: 
15 16.

Fourth. The weapon in the hand of 
Christ during temptation, Luke 4 : 4. 8, 12. 
Though Son ot God Jesus uses the Word of 
God to foil the devil. Adam had fallen 
through losing faith in G id’s word. Christ, 
the second \dum, the second representative 
of human.,y, will exalt it as of final authority 
on questions of faith and conduct, short of 
whose commands we must not stay, beyond 
whose permit sions we dare not go. Lesson : 
Eph. 6 : 11 19

Fifth. Victory is only for a season, Luke 
4 : 13- It is not safe to put off the armour 
of G >d, Gethsemane may he yet to come, 
and many an hour of weeping before that. 
Lesson 1 Cor. 10

Do not forget that the Siviour is your 
Fnend, my Friend, the Friend of 
Come with me and we will study His life 
and ministry together.

The Second great fact in Christ’s final pre
paration for the ministry is the Temptation. 
Here again He comes very near to us, even 
if lie stands transcendently above us.

Read Mat. 3 : 13 to 4 • 11, Mark 1 : 9-13, 
Luke 3:21 22 and 4 : 1 13.

Read each of these

: 12-13.
Sixth. The fruit of victory, Mitt. 4 

Lesson : Angels will minister to those who 
refuse food from the devil. “ Are they not 
all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister 
for them who shall be heirs of salvation.” 
Heb 1 : 14.

passages of scripture 
over and over again, until every fact in the 
narrative is clearly grasped- Then memorize 
ev**ry verse which has impressed you.

The following divisions mav help you to 
m «ster the Temntati- n and its lessons.

First, the occasion of the Temptation.
It followed im-

blamed. What

Complete your study of the Temptation by 
memorize g 1 Pet 1 : 3 9.

Luke 3: 21-22, 4 : 1. 
mediately (so Mirk 1:12) after Christ had 
received special spiiiiual blessings Count 
them as Luke records them, ist He was 
ju<t baptized, 2nd was praying, 3rd 
heaven opened above Him, 4th, Holy Spirit 
defended on Him visibly in form of a dove, 
5th, a voice from Heaven, 6th, this voice 
proclaims Him God’s Son, 7th, He was full 
of the Holy Ghost. Take your bible and 
number these spiritual blessings on the 
margin, and remember that Christ’s great 
temptation immediately 
glorious experiences. Then learn this first 
lesson : When God gives us special blessings 
He will test our newly acquired strength. 
Note Paui’* exp«.ri« nee. R0111 7: 21, The 
dt vii is especially vigilant at the gate of the 
man who is intei t on doing good. Strong 
temptation is not an evidt nee of spmtual 
deadness, lent of spuitu.il life.

Second Christ was tempted by the devil, 
bat He was led by the Spirit into the place 
of struggle, Luke 4 : 1, M a. 4 
Job chapters 1 jand 2. Lesson: temptation 
is not sin, but an evidence that the devil

Life’s Best Days.
v

The late Dr. Richard S Storrs leaves us 
this cheering word of testimony : “I had 
as happy a childhood as falls to the lot of 
most children, and many a time it has 
been said to me by those who were visit
ing at my father’s house, ‘This is the hap 
piest time in life for you ’ I did not be
lieve it then ; I did not believe it as 1 grew 
older ; and I know now that it was not 
tiue. The happiest time in your life is to 
come hereafter. If you try to do that 
which is right and useful to others, that 
which is h inorable to yourself and that 
which is for the glory and praise of God, 
every year of your life will he happier than 
Ilia; which went before it. So do not feel 
that you are entering an oppressive, 
grinding, hateful world Life on earth 
grows better and sweeter as one goes on 
in it, and what you are to do is to try to 
make a success of that life—each one of 
you.

As We Forgive.
I joined with a con negation of several 

hundred in repeating the Lord’s Prayer. 
When we came to the words, “Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors,” I 
could not help thinking : Do many of u<, 
nay, do any of us, realize the real force 
and meaning of that petition ? It is the 
only one in the prayer that is conditional. 
We do not ask lor full and tree forgive
ness. as we ask for daily bre id. for leading 
and for deliverance. Our request is that 
God, seeing how lovingly we deal with 
others, will deal with us in like manner 
and measure. We assume, in the asking, 
that we are really doing to others what 
we want God to do to us. Hut how few 
of us would be willing to abide by that
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