
v<ifxtviisixv with tin- planet. The little sect everywhere 
'|n>ken again-t. has ilex eloped int. » a church worid-widc 
in it» ramification' and activities, ciHinting it- adherents 
hy hetween thirty and forty millii nts. and ctnhodving in 
it' \ aril'll' branches. «Ii verse in piilitv hut C"Ciitiall\ une 
in d « trine and influence, mure peuple than am ut her 
Protestant «Icnominali.»n. And among all those missions 
which Methodism has planted ar«iun<l the xv-irhl. New- 
I''Undland stand- as the first- It xva~ in that
Laurence C. iiighlaii preached the first Methodist sermon 
in Nexx intuudand. I hat was a year before 1 ’hilip Hinburx- 
preached the first Methmli't sermon in Nexx York. and 
laid the foundations <d the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of the l nited State', which in it' branch*'. North and 
South, in.xx forms the largest church of am in the great 
Republic, and the largest In dy of Methodists in the 
xvorld. That xvas 'ixteen years before William I Hack 
began hi' apostolic lab is in the Maritime Provinces, 
and a quarter of a century before William l.os-ee began 
his v.i't and heroic itinerating through what aie now tin- 
great proxinecs .f < intario and Oiiehec. The Canadian 
Methodist Church of today , stretching from the Atlantic 
i • the Pacific, through the cities and towns and countrx 
'idt s of the Dominion, and counting it' adherents at well 
over a million, is the fruit of the \\ >rk begun b\ those 
tirvh 'S ami '«h -.uni ing pi meet'__
^ \i-wfoutidland. then, xxas the lir't tin • nm ground 
ot Methodi'tn. Harbor ('«race was the fir'. centre of 
Melli «list preaching mit side of the Three Kingdoms, and 
Laurence Cottghlan had for hi' field ti n oitlx all Concep­

tion May but the whole island from eoa't to coast. There 
xx as no fear of interfering with am one cl-c"- preriiga- 
tives. for there xx a' no one to interfere with nearer than 
St. John's, in the one direction where there was one 
solitary \nglican clergyman, and Trinitv in the oppos­
ite direction, where there was another. And. indeed, 
there was plenty of need as well as plenty of room for 
such xxork a» Cottghlan had come to do. Kit e thousand 

•tils around the shore' of Conception B,.\ alone, were 
utterly uncared for Highly per cint. of them were front 
Dot'd md Devon by birth or bv descent, and. so far a' 
• an be learned, up to tin time of t’oiighlan's i 'tiling, lliex 
had never been visited by a minister of religion. We arc

told that "‘the Sabbath x\a' unknown; there wa~ no per- 
soii to celebrate marriage, and marriage was lightly re­
garded. while oppression, xiolencu, profanity and licen­
tiousness were practised without anv check. " "Imagine 
any 'in." said in after years a 'tirvivor of those old days, 
"Imagine any 'in you will, and you cannot think of any­
thing too had." Coughlan himself deserihes the state of 
things in language stiil more emphatic : "As to tlu- g«- 
pel. they had not the least notion of it. Drinking, dancing, 
and gaining they were acquainted with; these they were 
taught by the Europeans who cattle annually t<> fish."

Coughlan was an Irishman, warm-hearted, enthus­
iastic, and thoroughly devoted. Id -r ten years lie had 
been one of John Wesley's hand of preachers in England, 
though precisely under what circumstances, or under 
whose auspices he turned his steps toward Newfound­
land there i' n<• evidence t" determine. But come lie 
did. and amid hi' rough surroundings hi' preaching xxa' 
so succi 'sftil that before the end of ■ >5 lie had gathered
hi' convert' into that c-scntially Methodist institution, a 

class-meeting—the lir-t Methodist cbi'S-meeting on tlii' 
side of the Atlantic. I11 tlu- following year, the people 
petitioned the Society for The Propagation of the < ms- 
pel that lie might he cpi'vopally ordained—lie had, pré­
vu ill- to hi' coming, been ordained by a bishop ol the 
Greek Church and, a' appears hy tlu- reconi' of the 
SovietV, the petition wa- granted. Coughlan went to 
England and was ordained, returning to Newfoundland 
in the autumn of 17(17. But ordination made no «lifter 
cnee to either hi- 'pirit or hi' methods, and lie continued 
to preach, puhlielx ami front house t■> hott'V, among the 
scattered settlements of Conception Bay till toward' the 
end of 1773 xx lien lie returned t" England. Such plain- 
ne" of speech ami 'itch 1>«»1<I rebuke of 'in a' vliarav ( 
terized hi' preaching were far from palatable !• » sonic of 
tlu- more influential of hi' hearer'. Pcr-vcuti*m <>f a viru­
lent kind was brought to bear upon the zcalou- Met ho 
«li't clergvman. lie xx a ' pro'ccutetl before the chief 
court of the col .tty. but defeated hi' opponent' : lie xx-as 
'Utnnioticd to appear before tlu- (mxertier, but Hi' Ex- _ 
ccllcney «levlaml in his favor and made him a ltisticc of 
the Peace; a doctor xva< even engaged to (toison him. 
but the «ioetor himself got convcrtc«l and revealed tlu­
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