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In ft few m<Mn8iitrf'llieia4y»»tei«d the parlor* Aslir. HiUw ^

Presented Battferby to Mb wifoViiphr«in was shocked to pereeive

that rijeieemed to|av6oa httt ft iniigle, thin, white cwment,

and tiiat even append to be in immediftte danger of%hpping

downward. He thonght it shookinigly immodest, but he remem-

bered the figures of women he had aeen in the remote past, ftud

thought heknew whftt tlua meant. So he^ve no indication of

*"?hey*wenttoth0»dining-room. Ephi||| was vei^^ careful

in conducting his share of the conversatioh. Mrs. MiUer, nn^

like her husband, had not been forewarned. However, once,

irhen she was lamenting the absence of fruits and vegetables

from the inarkets in winter, Ephraim incautiously asked her

why she did hot use canned ^oods ; and this opei*d the way to

some vexatious qtiestions, A little later, Miller began talking

about the tVamers, people whom Ephraim in hm soul knew had

dead forty years ; and Miller had mentioned that two of

theib were down with small-pox. Thereupon Ephraim asked if

iemalady was prevalent, and if Miller had been vaccinated.

ind thus again he got into trouble, for neither his host nor

Qoatess knew his meaning. He was tripped up again by a re-

ference to sewing-machines ; and,' finally, by remarking, mno-

/cently, when Miller observed that it had just begun to ram, that

he was soifry he had not his rubbers with him.

But he would not try to expUin his meaning when they pressed

him. He h^, indeed, an increasing teiidency to taciturnity.

ffe shrank more and more from the thought of attempting a

discussion of the situation in which some wondrous mischance

had placec^ hun. As Miller waxed boisterous and lively m his

talk, Ephiaim was strongly impelled to complete reserve.

For he ha^ creeping over him, gradually, a horrible feeling

that these people, in whose company he was Imgering, were not

real people; that ihey were dead, and that by some awful jug-

glery theyhAd been summoned forthand compelled to play over,

before him, a travesty of their former hveB. -,

He became gloomy and. wretched beneath the oppression of

•the thoughts that crowded his brain. As the hour slipped away,

his distress was made more intense by the conduct of Miller,

who, warmed with wine, mingled oaths with his conversation.

Ephraim felt as if that bksphemy came to him clothed with ft
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