
at, aad wWeh, If not oarafalljr lAiatNuiata in th* futai% wUl I«it» bi a tew
TMtf* nothlnc to be wid about It by th* pjopto of Ontario but to 4w«U upon
th* raoollAotlon of tb« immenM aaaat of provincial wealth which bclonsad to

the p«opto of thla province, and which waa dlaalpated and frittered away by men
who had not th« Interests of the province at heart. (Iioud and contlnaad
applauM) *

AS TO ptn;pwoox> concessioks.

Th%ii. there la the other great Provlnolal asset, the pvlpwood. Ons
hardly estimate the amount and value of the pulowood of this provlnc*. And
why cannot you estimate It? Because you cannot get any Information about It,

because the motion of Mr. Meredith was thrown aside, at 1 we have never had
any InvastUraiion or survey from which to form an opinion or arrive at a con-
clusion about it. We had surveyors a year ago sent out, and while I have no
personal knowledge on the question, those who know more about lumber than
Mr. E. J. CavlB, for instance, tell me that the number of square miles handed
over to each party of ten men to survey was ten times the quantity that that

number of men could survey—(applause)—and consequently we are to-day
practically in the dark as to the amount and value of this wonderful asset

known as our pulpwood.
Well, there have been a number of pulpwood concasslons, about which there

has been a great deal of talk. Several years ago a couple of concessions were
granted by the Legislature, and the Legislature granted them practically blind-

fold; It was an absolute impossibility to know whether the terms and conditions

of Jiese concessions w«re reasonable or nnreasonabla, but the Legislature

thought, and I thought, not unreasonably, that It would be well to give these
men at first something In the nature of a free hand In order that we might be
able to see and the people learn what the vnount and value of this asset of

ours was, ao that we would be able to deal with it in an intelligible war aftsr-

warda and two or three of these conceeslons were granted.

There are two things strange about these agreements; the first thing Is that

It would take a pretty good lawyer more than one day to read and construe

them proi>erly, <uid they are utterly unintelligible to the lay reader. On« of

the first things that strikes one Is this, that In several of these concessions It

ki laid down that the person receiving the concession may delimit or measure
ofr forty or fifty or stxty square mile»-^they vary. Take one at fifty; he may
delimit 60 square miles, and as you read this section your opinion will be that he
gets 60 square miles and no more, but strange to say, a little further on you
will find that he shall bs obliged—he is to erect a mill, and so on—he shall be
obliged each year to cut off the SO square mil^ one twenty-first part of all his

yearly cut for that year, and the other twenty twenty-first parts of his yeariy

cut he can get elsewhere, so that instead of getlng 60 or 60 square miles he gets

between 1,200 and 2,500 square miles, and there Is nobody knows really yet,

because the question has never been discussed in court, how much these con-

cessions do cover ! Kow, then, we protested against that, and in the case of

one, the Spanish River conoesslon, we proposed an amendment, which I will

read to yon:

"This House is of opinion that all grants of pulpwood lands should b made
subject to public competition, and that all dues on Crown timber should be
regulated from time to time by this House; and this House is also of opinion

that steps should be taken to enquire Into the extent and nature of the timber
resources of the province. In order that the members of thla House may be able

to form an Intelligent Judgment upon the subject of timber and pulpwood dues."

Timber limits are sold subject to public competition, and vrity should not
the pulpwood limits be sold subject to competition T That w^ voted down.
Was there anything wrong in ItT Will you find anyone who In private conver-

sation wUl tell you there was anythlnr in that proposition that waa wrong?
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