
THE BOY SCOUT ORGANIZATION
9

devise Accordingly, the completed manual was sent
for criticism to every coUege president, leading educator,
and specialist m boys' work in the United States.
Iheir cnUcisms were carefuUy sifted and used
Following this, the complete edition of the "Bovs'Handbook" was published in proof copies and cUs-

tnbuted free ot charge to every registered Scout officialm the United States, with the request that they also
subrnit cntiasms and suggestions. Upon the basis of

whiS'^'-rru?'^"'''.'^'
'^'^ ^^^^°^ ^^^ Published,

which, with shght revisions, stands as the official "Hand-
book of the Boy Scouts of America."

ORGANIZATIONS SIMILAR TO BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
No sooner was the organization of the Boy Scouts of

America formed than many similar organizations calling
themselves Boy Scouts were created. Chief among
these were the Boy Scouts of the United States, under
the wing of the National Highway Protective Assoda-
tion, of which Colonel Peter S. Bomus was head; the
National Boy Scouts, directed by General William Ver-
beck, then adjutant-general of the State of New York-
and the American Boy Scouts, of which WDliam Ran-'
dolph Hearst was leader. AU these organizations bore
some resemblance to the Boy Scouts of America. Their
most outstanding difference was the fact that thev
emphasized military training rather than peace scout-mg as preparation for citizenship. Two of them theBoy Scouts of the United States and the National Boy
bcouts, were eariy reconstmcted and amalgamated with
the Boy Scouts of America. The American Boy Scoutsup until 191 2 maintained the semblance of an organ-
ization m several different parts of the United States
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