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na marc 

while retaining eCononiic and monetarY links. The 
?rest of Canada thinks it won't or shouldn't work.. 

., j 
›iirely that filial sentence would have had a different ring to 

; are n tithe audience had knOwn that the speaker was a product .(1 , 	.,, 
) ston flhe opposing force. 	 , 
leath ,'' ; .1 When the networks are confrontedwith a fast-break-
lad tlirstory in Canada, they have no hesitation about using 
storie, Mrters from CBC or CTV. Again,  the  Anglo-Canadian 
? Toroeieeption is the one transmitted, though the stories are 

emletirries specially done for the American networks. 
, 'awl Lb. is the only Country in the vvorld in which the US 

r  r,Y' ' ,etorks frame reports by foreigners as if they were done 
..-1-le  wor s  t k taffers. Even from England, BBC reports, 

r 
,,e 

de , ,... rs  -.11-'qn they are used, are identified as such. The reason must 
the Anglo-Canadian accent falls so easily on Amer-

cntion ,a, ears. If so, that disadvantages Quebec, since Anglo-
' ''a_nadians are the only ones who are permitted to tell the 

United States the Anglo-Canadian news and the Franco- , 
Canadian news. 

tnyv 1_ , f n the Quebec context, television's need for interest- 
stanceing pictures means that the issue of independence is re- 

duced to personalism. The American TV eye sees Pierre 
lean as a hero. Always the mOst casually dressed at any —711  

timmit conference,- he is a sniffing, athletic nation-builder. 
4-4 e lus been around for some time, and today he is an elder 
Lt.at ,,man who has been humanized by the ordeal his wife 

! rtit him through. 
6 	 - If Trudeau is a builder, René Lévesque is a termite. He 

.is w ,rybaby, a nuisance. He appears infrequently on US 
tele,. ision, always to complain. He does not like the consti-....,....K,,,,„ 

age oltudon, which would snap the apron strings to Mother - eeàa ngland.  He ungraciously objects to the visit of a perfectly 
it. ,,ii,,,,e'asant Queen Elizabeth. His legislature even votes to 
Le e: withhold congratulations on the birth of Prince Charles's 
11111 1 e- onj  as if saying something conrteous would introduce 
s_eit' disi"arbing sunshine into a nice gloomy day. 
-'7. '

g° 	
fhese caricatures exist because television prefers con- 

e t°  f ' f 	pre f Tont a ion — 	erably of a violent nature — to anything 
elS4. The quick glimpses, the preference for confrontation, 

---lia.V,ir resulted in distortion. Trudeau, given time on televi- 
sion, conies across as aloof, acadernic and close to humor-

he en'.  1e;1 , while  Lévesque, a professional TV performer in the 1  
pr B anki,-;:.a' t, is an amusing, persuasive, sometimes brilliant 
i Roix•Seeaker. His television appearances in Quebec have been, 
nadia occluding to Giniger, "masterpieces." But the American 

telc\ isik ,,q audience has not seen any such thing. 
ec" 
ews  p Qu(hec fights back, 
hat C 	: Despite the formidable obstacles to lair and thorough 
ime î  trelj tment in -  the US press, Quebec keeps trying. Lise 
amiti 'Bis'sonnetté, editor of Le Devoir, in The American Review 
re ab, ()/ duillian Studies (Spring, 1981), describes "Opération 
)out'  Arikfti LI tie," devised in 1978. Its purpose was, in part, to 
te ev, esi , 1,1 i Ii a communications program aimed at opinion 
:, wh, leai»L. i in the American media. She writes, "Budgets in-
ad. c creped , "energetic -  public relations operations had the 
in Pe eflècI ()i improving American press coverage following the 
1980, di:•;;,[ t ro us distortions of 1976-77:7 

\ ceording to a Canadian reporter, Quebec officials 
"v+r n: about American opinion, they think about it, , 

 tii"e, .1- C oriented  to  it." But their actions sometimes belie 
th<ti concern. Lévesque has sornetimes said that he prefers 
the United States to English Canada. He is proud to have .--:, 
wo'r n a US uniforin during World WarII, and he still spends 

Quebec in the US 

vacations in New England. Last July, Lévesque visited 
Washington at the invitation of Republican Senators, who 
meet on a regular background  basis with foreign officials. 
Before the visit, Quebec )  spokesmen sent out numerous 
conflicting messages to reporters in Washington and New 
York. First, the Prime Minister would hold a news con-
ference in Washington. Then, the Prime Minister would 
not hold a news conference but would be available to those 
who staked out (hung around) the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee room. Then, the Prime Minister would 
not be available to reporters because this was a private visit. 
Etc. After this carousel had gone around a few times, one 
Washington reporter told the Quebec official who had been 
telephoning him, "Thank you very much. Please tell the 
Prime Minister that if he wants to see me, I will be in my 
office." 

The uncertain signals, the lack of coordination, un-
necessarily created a negative feeling about Lévesque him-
self and the plausibility of working with the Quebec 
government. In a two-paragraph story, The New York 
Times noted that Lévesque had "slipped into Washington" 
and that the Canadian Embassy was not involved with the 
arrangements. All in all, it was a maladroit performance 
that did nothing to modify the American image of René 
Lévesque as a nay-sayer. 

,Yet barring dramatic news events, US coverage of 
Quebec can be expected to diminish when Lévesque leaves 
the premiership. No one else in the Parti Québécois  has 
demonstrated the personality and the forcefulness of the 
incumbent. There will undoubtedly be a surge of coverage 
of the new election when that occurs, but there is nothing 
on the horizon to suggest a fundamental change in the 
present system of news gathering and dissemination — a 
system that has led to the inequities and sins of omission 
described in this article. LI 
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