Quebec m the US o

! Vacatlons in New England Last July, Levesque v1s1ted, e
Washmgton at the invitation of Republican Senators, who' = =
meet on a regular background basis-with foreign ofﬁcrals S
‘Before the visit, Quebec spokesmen sent out numerous
conflicting messages to reporters in-Washington and New
ks ATe confronted wrth a fast-break— - York. First; the Prime Minister would hold a news con- - .
they have no hes1tatlon about using . ference in: Washington. Then, the Prime Minister would - .
not hold a news conference but would be available to those -

: pnon the ~who staked out (hung around) the Senate Foreign. Rela-
etlrnes spec1ally done for the American networks. tions Committee room. Then, the Prime Minister would. .
anada i is the only country in the world in which the US not be available to reporters because this was a private visit. v

Etc. After this carousel had gone around a few times, one -
Washington reporter told the Quebec official who hadbeen

nthey are used are identified as such. The reason must telephoning him, “Thank you very much. Please tell the -
at the Anglo—Canadran accent falls so eas1ly on Amer. = FPrime M1n1ster that if he wants to see me, I will be in my L
ears. If so, that disadvantages Quebec, since Anglo- office.” £ :
*ﬁadlans are the only ones who are permitted to tell the_ The uncertain signals, the lack of COOfdmathﬂ un-
ed States the Anglo- Canadran news and the Franco- necessarily created a negative feeling about Lévesque hrm-; Fe
adian news.” self and the plausibility of working with the Quebec .-
| In the Quebec context, telev1s10n’s need for interest- government. In a two-paragraph story, The New Yor k:j"__ v
pictures means that the issue of independence is re- Times noted that Lévesque had “slipped into Washmgton g5
diiced to personalism. The American TV eye sees Pierre and that the Canadian Embassy was not involved with the.
&deau asa hero. Always the most casually dressed at any arrangements. All in all, it was a maladroit performance” =
¥ ; that did nothing to modify the American lmage of Rene S
Lévesque as a nay-sayer. =
Yet barring dramatic news events, US coverage of
Quebec can be expected to diminish when Lévesque leaves

Tf Trudeau is abmlder, René Lévesque is a termite. He the premiership. No one else in the Parti Québécois has

crybaby, a nuisance. He appears infrequently on US demonstrated.the personality and the forcefulness of the
: incumbent. There will undoubtedly be a surge of coverage

of the new election when that occurs, but there is nothing
~ on the horizon to suggest a fundamental change in the
present system of news gathering and dissemination — a
system that has led to the inequities and sins of orrnsswn
described in this article. g

These cancatures exist because televrslon prefers con- . '
ontation — preferably of a violent nature — to anything MY » FATHER’ MARCONI
s¢. The quick glimpses, the preference for confrontation, by Degna Marconi
%vge resulted in distortion. Trudeau, given time on televi-

I, COMES ACross as aloof, academic and close to humor-

, While. Levesque a professional TV performer in the

t is an amusing, persuasive, sometimes brilliant
. aker His television appearances in Quebec have been,
cording to Giniger, “masterpieces.” But the American
] ~VISlOl] audrence has not seen any such thing.

1 enque ” devrsed in 1978. Its purpose was, in part, to
_&Stablish a communications program aimed at opinion , " :
, whe j€aders in the American media. She writes, “Budgets in- Degna Marconi draws a touching and poignant

! account of her father. Recounting his scientific
sed; euergetlc public relations operations had the achievements, as well as;histurbulegnt personal life,

ﬂgg ct Of Improving American press coverage fOllowmg the she gives an intimate portrait of the man whose
strous distortions of 1976-77.” name became a household word.
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tates to Engllsh Canada. He is proud to have (613) 238-2628 Con Lun
1 US uniform during World War 11, and he still spends o




