
Wednesday, April 3,1991

Buy early and 
break away for 50% off

So when we talk openly 
about our problems, we are des
troying this racist myth about 
the inability to govern our
selves. We are in essence remov
ing the veil of silence that has 
historically prevented us from 
recognizing our right to refuse 
classification based on racist 
and superior/inferiority 
schemes.

Therefore, false conscious
ness must be mercilessly exor
cised. Because in doing so w e 
are taking back our freedom to 
devise solutions for our ow n 
problems. We are also openly 
exposing the hypocrisy buried 
under affirmative action - which 
predominantly, benefits white 
women and token “Blacks” 
which is a strategy to hide insti
tutional racism and to make us 
forget slavery.

The slave experience is w hat 
Livingston Wedderburn cor
rect ly identifies as the soul of 
our history which testifies to the 
indestructability of the Afrikan 
w ill to persevere. As such he 
points out that it cannot be 
compensated for with money or 
Trojan horses, such as techno
logical transfers.

It is true conflicts existed in 
Afrika before the European 
imperialist scavengers arrived. 
These were our problems. We 
do not apologise for them nor 
am I going to sit here to try and 
justify them. Especially not to 
those who have multiplied them 
10-fold in the guise of civilizing 
us. Not to those whose cru
sades. warring states period, 
and world wars took more 
human lives and caused more 
suffering than any Afrikan con
flicts ever did.

We must never allow our
selves to be stigmatized by 
“black on black” racist ideol
ogy. We should never misdirect 
our anger and frustration into 
self-recrimination and guilt 
trips which may lead us to 
accept useless schemes such as 
drugs and alcohol rehabilitation 
programs, race relations com
mittees and independent review 
boards. Instead, we must com
bat the oppressive cultural real
ity w hich retards our decision
making powers and therefore 
legitimize an alien presence in 
our house.

The question therefore, is not 
that if there were no problems 
in our community there would 
be no police harassment and 
brutality. The question is 
whether the problems are incen
tives to find our ow n solutions 
and therefore to nullify ethno
centric and paternalistic struc
tures of domination and depen
dency.

When we find our ow n solu
tions. we are in effect forcing 
(as opposed to begging) structu
ral changes. We are replacing 
the “by any means necessary.” 
job-seeking mentality with job- 
creation thinking. We are defin
ing freedom as responsibility 
and self-reliance. We are. in 
effect, asserting that we will not 
he treated as children anymore.

And as we actively struggle to 
make it on our ow n, we finally 
realize the imperative to build 
on our own “indigenous" cultu
ral institutions is the only 
means through which the 

, heights of the creative genius of 
the Afrikan nation max once 
again be reached.

l day of the week.9

You could win a

TRIP FOR 2 BY TRAIN, 
TOTAL VALUE $1,000
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Tickets must be purchased 
at least 5 days in advance. 
Seats are limited.

“LET VIA TAKE YOU AWAY” 
Contest - from March 11 to 
April30,1991.Yes, VIA Rail’s 50% student discount applies every 

day of the week, Friday and Sunday included. So 
why not get away more often? Nothing beats the 
train for stretch-out, walk about comfort - there’s 
even a light meal with beverage served on most 
routes. It’s a great place to relax...or even study!
But discount seats are limited, especially on 
busy routes. So be sure to buy your ticket 
well in advance.
Call a travel agent or VIA Rail™ for full details.
• Tickets must be purchased at least 5 days in 
advance. • 50% Student discounts apply to full-time 
students with I.D. for Coach travel in the Québec 
City/Windsor corridor only. • Seat availability is lim
ited and varies depending on the route and day of 
travel • Blackout periods apply, including Easter 
(Mar. 28 - April 1) and Christmas (Dec. 15 - Jan. 3) 
periods • A 10% Student discount applies any time 
for regular unrestricted travel (no advance purchase).
• Other conditions may apply; please check.

You could win a trip for two by train 
- for a maximum value of $500 
per person! Just pick up an entry 
form where you buy your train 
ticket at a VIA Rail station. And let 
VIA take you away on a fantastic 
train journey this summer!

No purchase necessary. Open to 
all full-time students 18 years old 
and over enrolled in a participating 
university. Ask for full details and 
conditions at VIA Rail stations.
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