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Would you buy afood operation from these caterers?

While the university is patting
itself on the back for the
“professional” way it has ap-
proached the food-tendering
exercise this spring, one has to
wonder if the administrationhas, in
fact, donesuch a good job.

There have been two surveys to
help them along — the recent York
food survey and a faculty survey —
and one consultant’s report. But the
study most crucial to the issue has
been rejected out of hand.

When the food service com-
mittee, whose job it is to consider
all the options and recommend the
most viable ones, recommended
that Johnston Associates be hired
again, this time to study the
feasibility of a multi-caterer
operation on campus, the ad-
ministration responded with a flat

no.
What they said in essence was,
“We don’t need a consultant’s
report to tell us what is feasible; the
caterers’ bidding on the contracts
will tell us if a multi-caterer
operation is feasible.”

The problem with depending on
other people for information —
especially if those people aretrying
to get the best possible deal for
themselves — is that they are liable
to give you the information best
reflecting their particular in-
terests.

We are all aware of how a
statistician can use whatever
statistics are available to suit his
purpose and only his purpose.

The fact that five caterers, each

with the same goals (to getasmuch
as they can out of their contract),
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What do you have to do to get an
interview with James Auld,
Ontario’s minister of colleges and
universities?

Nobody quite knows, but there is
strong evidence that being able to
show a bank balance of six or seven

Fond memories

It seems like only December that
President Macdonald outlined the
priorities of the university ad-
ministration in no-nonsense detail.

“To look after staff and faculty
jobs,” he told the Burton audience
at the budget moratorium. “To
ensure a fair and economic
progression in terms of salary. To
retain and enhance academic
quality. And to preserve our
financial integrity."”

Well, all good things must come
to an end. In his address to the
senate two weeks ago, the president
spoke of a ‘‘trade-off”’ among those
priorities — shipping one or two of
them to the minors, soto speak.

“As we work our way throughthis
situation,” he said, ‘‘there will be
no alternative to facing squarely
the fact that these objectives
cannot be maximized with income
chronically deficient.”

All priorities are equal, of course.
But some, it would seem, are less
equal thanothers.

figures helpsimmensely.

" Chris Harries, information of-
ficer of the Ontario Federation of
Students, said last Friday that the
OFS has been trying to arrange a
meeting with Auld since November
18, when Auld announced levels of
university support for the coming
year.

Only recently has the ministry
acknowledged the request,stating
that a meeting will be ‘“‘completely
impossible until the current
legislative sessionends’” —inabout
twoor three weeks.

Excalibur has also been seeking
an interview with the elusive Auld.
Between January 3 and January 27,
we made no less than six telephone
requests for ameeting.

Unfortunately, on each occasion,
the minister was out of his office for
theday.

Finally, on January 29, one of
Auld’s assistants returred our
calls, and told us that the minister
“would be delighted”’ to meet with
us — after the current legislative
session.

By contrast, some weeks ago, a
committee composed of the
chairmen of boards of governors
from several Ontario universities
were able to obtain an appointment
to see not only Auld, but Premier
William Davis as well, withintwo or
three days of their request.

Money, it seems, talks.
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show similar figures, doesn’t prove
a thing. It just means they've all
done their homework well.

The food service committee has
asked for an extension of 10 working
days past the present February 6
deadline for an agreement between
the committee and the university.
But for the third time in a row, it
appears that the members will be
turned down.

Committee chairman Peter
Jarvis has apoint when he says that
if the university doesn’t decide in

specifics what it wants, the large
caterers will show figures that tell
us what we can have, and hence
what we want.

It may be too late now to com-
mission a proper consultant’s
report, but it certainly isn’t too
late for the university todecide that
yes, we want this particular type of
food in Central Square, as well as
vending; yes, we want Italian,
Chinese, or Kosher food in the Deli,
which will stay open to midnight;
yes, we want a quality restaurant in

Atkinson, or any other place
suitable; and yes, we want any
number of other alternatives on top
of regular three-times-a-day,
seven-days-a-week dining facilities
inthe college dining halls.

These seem to be the minimum
answers the university must have
before opening tenders.

Surely we can all eat Versafood
for an extra two weeks, if this gives
us a better chance of getting the
type of food service students voted
for inthe survey.




