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Directly with student coun-
('1!. I have little or no experience. [
am not an insider in the political
sense. I have been involved as
president of Sodales, which is one
of the societies under the student
union, and also Dalhousie’s
Model United Nations society. So
I have had a lot of experience
working with societies but little
practical experience working
with the student union, and I
think actually that can be a
benefit considering my partner's
experience. They can balance
each out out quite well.

2. The word crisis brings
about the notion of the Royal
Commission on higher educa-
tion, to begin with, and that for
me is the most important thing to
be addressed for all students and
not just at Dalhousie. That issue
and the many sub-issues involved
in it have to be dealt with very
quickly. Overall one could say
that the primary crises are the
attitude centers on the govern-
ment and the public that educa-
tion has now become an expense
rather than an investment in
society

I Ithink if we can address that
issue as well as the specifics of
this Royal Commission, inevita-
bly they will come, We must
begin to address the overall prob-
lem of people’s perception of
post-secondary education.

3. To begin with, I
would say that that need not be
assumed and that we would begin
to pressure, as best we can, all the
ministers of government to main-
tain the bursary program. If it is
eliminated then we have to begin
to structure a student loan pro-
gram which inevitably would
rreplace it, that will be fair and
equitable to all students and not
discriminate as does the one sug-
gested in the Royal Commission,
against those students who can
least afford it. 1t has to be struc-
tured on a more equitable basis
such that as a married student for
example can manage to continue
to be able to continue their educa-
tion without mortgaging their
future and such that wealthier
students who can afford to pay off
the loan immediately are not
unduly given the advantage in
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getting astartin life and that's the
thing that had to be addressed. Yet I
do believe that the bursary pro-
gram can be maintained. I am
convinced that it is a necessity
and that it is an investment in
education.

4. Well some people have a
very negative attitude toward
SUNS and some people have an
open positive attitude towards it.
My perspective on it is that to
belong to SUNS is essential in the
sense that it does speak for the
vast majority of students across
Nova Scotia. However, like all
student organizations it has some
political, internal pettiness . This
should not be considered a reason
for Dalhousie to avoid SUNS. In
fact, it should be Dalhousie’s role,
I believe, to act as the largest uni-
versity in the capacity of leader-
ship within SUNS. It is the role of
the DSU president and particu-
larly the vice-president as well to
help with SUNS in bringing
about more fairness within its
policies and to make it more effec-
tive mechanism of pressuring
government particularly with the
Royal Commission. I think that
it has been effective in the past but
we are going to need 110 percent
effectiveness in the next twelve 1o
eighteen months to guarantee the
security of education for students
and that I think is a key role for
Dalhousie as a leader of SUNS.

6. The Canadian Federation of
Students again is another organi-
zation that has been put down toa
great extent but one must see it
from a national perspective and
understand from the perspective
of the federal government that as
a lobby group it has a very impor-
tant role. The federal government
is addressed by hundreds upon
hundreds of organizations, and if
Dalhousie, for example, were to
pull out of CFS and were to
expect to get the kind of response
CFS gets it would be naive.
Regardless of the CFS problems
the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents must be perceived as a very
effective lobby group in addition

_to the obvious benefits of a

service-oriented organization. We
have to look at it from a broader
perspective, more than just the
services it offers. To abandon it
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would be a greater mistake than
to work within the system. Again,
Dalhousie should be taking an
eastern Canadian leading role
rather than abandoning it or des-
troying it.

7. In the case of academ-
1~ and finances we are going
through an obvious period of
change. I think that students at
times are being left behind. As
representatives of the student
body the student union itself has
to take the primary leading role.
The student union has to
become very acutely aware of
what Sllid(‘n[S on a very p(‘l‘ﬂ()]]}ll
level have to say. An obvious
example of that would be in the
rise of tuition. We have to be very
attentive and very responsive
towards students’ needs and the
maximums that they can afford.
think we are at the limit now.
Students are going to have to play
it both ways. Both make them-
selves aware to the student union
and make their perspectives clear.
The student union is going to have
to clearly take their opinions to
the administration.

A direct role in finances is
already being taken in the form of
student union representation
within the Senate, the Board of
Governors, and other bodies
within the administration. I
think it is the role of the studerits
as well as student union 1o

increase the communication and

the real feel that the student
union has for the needs of
students.

8. In fact, that was the most
compelling reason for me to
begin running with Barney. It
was apparent to me when I was
addressing the question of post-
secondary education funding ari
where my tuition money was
going and where it was going to
come from, that I really wasn’t
aware of the overall ramifica-
tions. One need only question
people’s attitudes towards the
agreement between the DSU and
the administration on the four
per cent increase in talking with
many students it seems that quite
a proportion feel that we are
somehow protecicd from massive
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Yes, I have been involved in
[h(’ student council in my capac-
ity as vice-president external of
Dalhousie Student Union. In this
capacity I have not only been
looking over external affairs but I
have also been sitting on the exec-
utive committee. I have come to
an understanding of the impor-
tance of the executive, particu-
larly when there is not a council
around to make decisions. [ have
also seen the importance of staff
decisions and the necessity of the
executive in dealing with staff o
help the general managers. So I
think my experience is not only
directly with external affairs but
were generally with the student
union. As external vice-president
I have come into contact with a
lot of services-related work and I
think that will help.

2. Well, I certainly do. It
depends of course on what servi-
ces you are talking about. I will
deal first with entertainment.
Often we have the problem with
entertainment, particularly in
functions like orientation and
winter carnival. We have people
thinking that they are Dalhousie
administration events and it
should never be forgotten that
these things are being put on by
the student union.

In other services that the stu-
dent union provides, of course
we look to administration co-
operation, but I would hope that
the administration would greatly
encourage better use of student
union services. I am talking
about the second-hand bookstore
the exam registry and the course
evaluation.

3. I think the answer to that is
probably a sociological problem
as much as it is financial. I think
that generally students have been
going elsewhere for their enter-
tainment needs. From the expe-
rience we have had so far at Howe
Hall, we have discovered that a
lot of people are not even think-
ing of Dalhousie Student Union
when they think of their enter-
tainment needs. They are going
downtown. Whether this trend
can be reversed I do not have an
answer right now. I think the
only way to see if that trend can be
reversed is to retain the ambitious
entertainment proposals that
have worked in previous years but
not be hesitant about abandon-
ing entertainment events that are
being revenue losses. We have the
mandate as a student union to
care for recreational, social and
cultural needs of Dalhousie stu-
dents. We do not have the man-
date to throw away thousands of
dollars of revenue because that’s
students’' money.

4. I would be inclined to say
yes. This is a very odd answer
coming from a candidate for exec-
utive vice-president which is
totally service-oriented. But one
of the reasons why I want to be
executive vice-president is to
bring the services and the politi-
cal wing of the student union
closer together. One thing that I
have noticed is that student union
staff are almost totally employed

in services, which is quite natural
and politics is handled by the stu-
dents. The trouble I have with
what I am seeing is that often
politics is considered something
shightly irrelevant or something
which is not important at all. It
should never be forgotten that the
role of the student union is to
represent students, that is the
first mandate of the student
union and if that means political
representation, which I think it
does, that should be important.
Of course we cannot abandon
Services.

5. The role of the executive
vice-president in the handling of
student services is mostly a super-
visory role. Examples are: the
exam registry, the second-hand
bookstore — those have co-
ordinators appointed by student
council. It is not the executive
vice-president’s role to directly
manage those things. It is the
executive vice-president’ s role to
supervise, and to ensure that
things are getung done. More
importantly the executive vice-
president handles any problems
the co-ordinaters may be having.
The role is not so much to actu-
ally deliver the services but to per-
sonally make sure those services
are delivered.

6. Well, the executive vice-
president has a very direct role in
societies. There is no argument
that societies are very important.

I think the importance of socie-
ties increases with the size of the
university. We have gotabout 100
societies listed with the student
union. That's a lot of people and
that's how students become
involved in the university. This is
very important at Dalhousie,
There have been accusations that
there is not enough opportunity
for student participation, but
nothing brings forward more stu-
dent representation than
societies.

The executive vice-president’s
role is to co-ordinate those stu-
dents’ societies relationships with
the students. No society can work
on its own and every society has
an important relationship with
the DSU. A lotof student societies
come to the DSU for grants and a
lot of them get them. It is the vice-
president’s role to make sure that
there is proper communication
between the societies and the stu-
dent union. The VP has to make
sure that the societies are not
afraid of approaching the student
union.

7. 1 anticipate that I will be
quite highly involved — as much
as time will permit. I don’t think
the line between services and
politics is quite as thick as many
people think it is. I would like to
see if I could bring them together,
perhaps we could better advertise
SUNS and CFS to help edu-
cate students about our services. [
see SUNS and CFS as being very
important in the role of the exec-
utive vice-president. Therefore, I
see politics as something which
cannot be divorced from the exec-
utive vice-president.
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