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Book Review: ‘‘The Political
Economy of Human Rights'’,
in two volumes, by Noam
Chomsky and Edward S. Her-
man, Black Rose Books, Man-
treal.

by Thomas Vradenburg

Messrs. Chomsky and Her-
man are desperately trying to
open a huge, very smelly can
of worms which the U.S.
government, most multina-
tionals, and the mainstream
American press would like to
see kept sealed tight. While
the United States continue to
be the freest, most prosperous
nation on earth, the authors
blow to bits the deliberate
falsehood that the U.S. is the
world’s white knight for hu-
man rights.

Volume One, ‘‘The Wash-
ington Connection and Third
World Fascism’' makes some
general observations about
the abuses of human rights in
countries under American in-
fluence. Volume Two, ‘‘After
the Cataclysm’’, examines in
depth postwar Indochina, at-
tempting to unravel the al-
leged fabrications of the

American media.

In Volume One an argument
is constructed thus: first, that
there is an inverse relation-
ship between human rights
and investment climate in

American ‘‘client’ or ‘‘sub-
fascists’' states such as the
Shah's Iran, Chiie, Indonesia,

Brazil, Bolivia, and South
Vietnam. This point appears
weakly presented, but for
good reason. Obviously no one
in the U.S. Establishment
would ever admit it. The
authors do very well, given the
limited scope of sources avail-
able; the mainstream media,
various Senate Committee
transcripts and a few books
written on specific regions.
Second, that the Washing-
ton and corporate establish-
ment do their damndest to
obscure both the human rights
investment climate relation-
ship, and the facts about
America’s Third World
clients. This means distorting,
denying, even lying about the
existence of genocide and
other acts of terror going on in
these countries. Events and
governments in the Third
World are cast into two
moulds; pro-American, or

Communist.

Third, the authors contend
(this time with ample proof)
that the so-called Free Press,
especially in America, are
willing accomplices. While
willing covering up a multi-
tude of sins in U.S. client
states, the American media
point a righteous finger at the
Soviet Union for locking up a
comparatively few dissidents.

Perhaps the key figure
Messrs. Chomsky and Her-
man use to put the world
human rights picture into
perspective is this: the Am-
nesty International Annual
Report for 1975-76 notes that
““more than 80 per cent’' of
the urgent appeals and actions
for torture victims came from
Latin America. The same
report names Iran the worst
human rights violator in the
world, for that year.

In Iran’s case, the authors
allege that the Central Intelli-
gence agency set up the
Iranian secret police, SAVAK,
and trained their personnel.
There is little doubt of the
CIA’s role in the coup of 1953
that reinstated the Shah.

One might question the
evidence the authors use in

their allegations. This is a
point a conservative reviewer
would flog vigourously.

It would be cumbersome for
the authors to substantiate
every statement. But the
nearly 1700 footnotes indicate
Messrs. Chomsky and Her-
man are not talking through
their hats. Many of the
sources quoted are well-known
reliables, such as the New
Republic, the New York Times
and the Fraser Congressional
Subcommittee’s report on hu-
man rights and the use of U.S.
arms in East Timor.

East Timor is a fine example
of a news blackout the West-
ern press has not tried to
penetrate. Situated just off
Australia, East Timor was
invaded in late 1975 by nearby
Indonesia, whose armed
forces have killed (estimates
go as high as) 100,000 people.
As far as is known, the
slaughter continues, and pos-
sibly with Canadian-financed
arms (this is not alleged by the
authors, but by a Canadian
journalist living in Portugal).
The island, a former Portu-
guese colony, overlooks a
crucial route for American
submarines to enter the Indian

America’s blg empire....

Ocean.

The authors note an inter-
esting semantical twist the
American press use in their
apologist role. In El Salvador,
for instance, leftist guerilias
may commit some act of
violence, and it would be
immediately labelled '‘terror-
ism’’ in the American press. If
the rightist junta were to
commit a similar act, it would
be rationalized in the Ameri-
can press, that government
troops were ‘‘maintaining se-
curity’’. And though govern-
ment forces are invariably
armed by the U.S., America is
shown to be an innocent
bystander.

As a journalism student,
this writer is particularly
shocked by The Political Econ-
omy of Human Rights. The
authors have convincingly
shown the mainstream media,
especially in America, as a
propaganda machine not un-
like the Soviet Tass. What the
media have obscured is the
simple fact that America has
an empire, just as big, just as
dirty as any other.
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