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prairies, has ordv one-seveth the
annual flow of a*nior eastern Cana-
dian river, suçh as the Ottawa. " This-
means that any pollution wllI-not be
easily dlluted.

Keating points to the desire of the
west to diversify our economy as a
threat to our dean water. "You-
should do it intelllgently, not create
the problems that plague çasterri
Canada and the U.S. in th trade-off
for so-called 'economic gain', you
get a horrendous Ndil-for cleaning
up the mess. The States-have esti-
mated it will cost 1001Nillon US dol-
lars to dean up toxic waste sites.",
Aberta has over 50 toxic waste
dumps, which the Ministry of the
Environment is currently trying to
identify and clean up. in effect, says
Keating, "the people are forced to
subsidize the excess profits of the
industrialists."

Keating is also conoerned. with
what lie perceives as the "potential,
for horrendous water wars" in
Alberta. He points out that Leth-
bridge, in the 'Palliser Triangle' of
southern Alberta, is the irrigation
center of Canada"> and that they are
"irunnlng out of water."

The supply of water from south-
ern Alberta rivers is virtually exhaus-.
ted. The Oldman Dam, currently
under design, is "the last dam" in
the south of the province, says Keat-
ing, "there is no more water com-
ing." This leaves only two options.

The f irst option is to "stop irriga-
tion farming," Keating says, '!the
f lood irrigation technique has been
used since the time of Moses."-

It is wasteful. Most of the water
goes past the plants," he said. Keat-
ing pointed out that the water either
drains straight into the river systemr
or evaporates, especially in thé heat
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of sunierand "fails as raina lonig
-Way away from the plants be4lng
irrigated.»

.The problem of drought summiers
is expected to increase, says Keat-
mng$ due to the so-called 'green-

.house \effect'. Research has also
shown that there have been dry
cycles' in the p'ast. "HistoriçaUy,ihey
have lasted as long as two centur-
ies," he said, "and occur every five
to six hundred years."

We may be entering such a
drought cycle again. While farmers
normally endure bad years l>y get-
ting bumper crops, this may not be
the case in the future.

"The next two to three decades,"
says Keating, "theàre may, be no
good years. We could slide into

Red Deer, Bow and Oidran rivers,
to Lehl$dge.,This; type ,,project
faces strong oppositiontfo~ many
groups, including enviiommental
and wildlfe supporters.,

Keafiqg quotes an -unnamed
memnber of the governtnent as say-
ing the Oldnman River Dam had its
name changed from the Tbree Riv-
ers Dam in order to reduoe public
outcry against daniming more than
one river at once. This project Will
flood two of the finest trout-fishing
streamns in the world. Hypothetical
dammlng of the Bow River would
affect the Bow flshery, which is con-
sidered to be the best trout stream
in Canada.

Thce poentia for yet anothernorh-suthspit over the water

Now imagin'e takjng t t snowàloto yom
bou'se, melting iKand'drinkih wt

more freqùent droughtsJ longer
droughts, fields wiIl shrink!"

In anticipation of this type of
problemn, the government has done
studies on potential diversions from
the north to the dry south of our
province. One of Peter Lougheed's
original campaign,,planks, back
when he was opposition Ieaderýwas
a promise to oppose such projects,
but, says Keating, "the Lougheed
government has been quietly study-
ing diversions."

Under one such plan, water cou Id
be diverted f rom asfar north as
Rocky Mountain House, via the

issue is.certainly rmal. There are too
many people on the prairies with
strong-rmemories of the dust bowl
thirties to allow a serjous threat to
Paliser Triangle farming.

For anyone desiring mnore inf or-
mation on water problemns in Aber-
ta or Canada as a whole, Michael
Keating has just. released a, book
titled TO, ti L4ast Drop. Dr. Hrudey
is heading a seminaon Edmonton's
drinking water at-:the-Convention
Centre, Thursday Nov.ý 13,U*7:30
p.m. It is an open forum for public
discussion of his report: on our
drinking water.
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