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Visiting prof says certain freedoms disappearing from British society

UK moves to authoritarianism

by Shona C. Welsh

“If Karl Marx was in Britain todayr

he would be deported” says Dr.
Colin Leys, political science profes-

. sor at Queen’s University, who lec-
tured on campus last Friday on “Is
Britain moving toward authoritar-
ianism?”

“I do think authoritarianism exists
in Britain, understanding that it’s in
the context of narrowing options
produced by British economic de-
clines” said Leys.

Leys believes habeas corpus (the
requirement that a person be
brought before a judge to investi-
gate the lawfulness of an accusa-
tion), trial by jury, local police forces
and freedom of the press are fast
disappearing from the fabric of Brit-
ish society.

Leys explained the principal of
habeas corpus is now only enforce-

able after a person has been de- .

tained by the police for 48 hours,
Additionally, that person is denied
the right to see a lawyer until 36
hours have elapsed since his de-
tention.

The judiciary are subject to admin-
istrative law and the police forces
are more frequently' armed and
organized on a national basis.

“The press is controlled by a
monopoly of 5 companies. They
control 95% of the daily papers, 90%
of the Sunday papers, 70% of the
regional papers and 50% of the
independent T.V. programs,” said
Leys.

In explanation of his contention
Britain is becoming increasingly
authoritarian, Leys outlined three
categories of causes: long-term,

intermediate and short-term.

Long-term causes include what
he terms the “de-democratization”
of Britain.

“Government has become a
rubber-stamp organization for mass
parties. For example, the Irish par-
ties (couldn’t care Iess) about Eng-

_ lish domestic issues” affirmed Leys.

He added that “(there has been)
executive streamlining in the Civil
Service (whereby) the upper class
take management positions”.

The Doctrine of Secrecy, which
limits information released to the
public, has been law since 1911 and
Civil Servants who release informa-
tion deemed “sensitive” can be
prosecuted.

As Leys stated, “(The government
thinks) the masses are to be dis-
trusted ... they aren’t educated
and are |mpulswe

Leys observed until recently there
had been two exceptions to the
insulation of the government from
the popular vote: local governments
and the jury system.

These safeguards are now endan-
gered because the national govern-
ment has been removing the power
of effective financial administration

_from local councils and police have

been furnishing lists of prospective
jurors to the prosecution on. politi-
cal cases. :

“Even though (the latter practice)
was exposed by journalists in the
seventies, it has not been legally
challenged — the practice con-
tinues” asserted Leys.

An example of an intermediate
cause in Britain’s trend toward
authoritarianism is technology.

Leys explained with modern com-
puters, police have access to any

information about anyone at any
time.

He noted “this type of Big Brother
knowledge is in effect in 42 main-

land counties (in addition to North- -

ern Ireland).”

Recent causes of the British polit-
ical polarization are familiar to most
of us, notably high unemployment.

Leys pointed out that unemploy-
ment in Britain is marked with a
racial dimension: “The riots of 1981
in 13 major cities focused on the
relationship between police and

~ people. (In some cases) van loads of

armed police patrolled areas with
high immigrant populations.”

However, he quickly added that
“the police have contributed to
race problems but the problems
they’re dealing with are not their
creation.”

Other short-term causes of the
British situation include Trade Union
militancy whereby union members
turn out in the hundreds for
demonstrations.

Additionally, there is the North-
ern Ireland situation which has
prompted a Britain-wide law that
permits the detention by police of

- anyone suspected of being affiliated

with a “subversive group.”

Leys also maintains that “That-
cherism” is a major contribution to
Britain’s trend toward authoritar-
ianism.

Under Thatcher’s Ieadershlp, the
Conservative Party has spawned
higher unemployment, increased
class inequality, advocated militant
police forces and encouraged judges
to be tough on pickets.

In the words of Leys, “the victims
must be kept down (according to

thé Conservatives)”.
Towards the end of his lecture,
Leys offered a few suggestions con-

cerning remedies to the British

problem. :

“I think the real answer to British
problems is within the Labour Party”,
“They have consistenly defended
only a narrow range of rights (fre-
quently favouring Trade Unions) so
when the Conservative Party extends
its power at the expense of civil
rights, there is no check from the
Labour Party.”

SOS helps

by Kerry Hoffer

Students with grievances against
university bodies and staff can now
turn to Student Ombudspersons
Gayle Morris and Don McGarvey
for help.

Student Ombudsperson Services
is an autonomous organization able
to take an active role in helping stu-
dents exercise their rights. :

“People often confuse our office
with (that of) Student Help,” com-
mented Morris.

Counsellor at Student Help can
only “refer and give help — they
can'’t file a grievance or phone a
professor.”

SOS, on the other hand, is
primarily concerned with filing grie-
vances, academic appeals and affairs
between students and the Regis-
trar’s Office, Administrative Office
and the Students’ Union.

-§0s offers an impartial view-
point with a degree of confiden-
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As Leys pointed out earlier in the
lecture, “Acceptance and habitua-
tion (among the people) are impor-
tant factors in extending the power
of astate”. He feels the Labour Party
needs to devise a conception of
what the role of government would
be in a socialist state. ¢

Summarizing, Leys said “(Britain)
needs to redefine a concept of
socialism that would be democratic,
liberal and non-statist in practice.
The formation of a left-wing party
devoted to civil libertarianism is
essential.”

students

tiality.

Morris noted some disclosure may
be necessary between the opposed
parties, but names will not be made
public unless the involved individu-
als feel it would be of benefit to
others to know about it.

The procedure for filing an appeal
is listed in the University of Alberta ~
calendar.

Students wanting to make an
appeal should make an appoint-
ment to see an ombudsperson
before they file a grievance.

. Morris also stressed the impor-
tance of resolving disputes at the
lowest level possible.

“If you have a problem, talk fcrst
to your orofessor.”

The SOS office is in room 230
SUB. Office hours are Monday and
Wednesday from 3 pm to 5 pm,
Tuesday 11 am to 1 pm, and Thurs-
day 11amto 1pmand 3pmto 5pm.

SPEAKING

Seminar designed to:

To register, contact:

102 Athabasca Hall
432-5205

IN GROUPS

® increase confidence in seminar settings
® focus on beth formal & informal presentations :

November 7, 14 & 21
Wodvestay, 330 pm

STUDENT COUNSELLING SERVICES

There is no fee

KELLAM BUSI

10717-176 Sll'ool

TYPEWRITER SALE

over 200 reconditioned typewriters.

— $49.00

Electric — $125.00
15 da*mmone“ -back warranly.
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~ $20 BICYCLE
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® Central Location @ Heated Facility
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© Fee Covers Storage fo April 15/85
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