
T O lier readers, ini Canada-which
is stili homne to the authur of

"The Buruit Offering" -Mrs.
Cotes' East Indian types stand out
against the inoving show of multitu-
dînions hurnan life in India with the
distinctness of figures wbich cross a
plain and are outlined against the sky.
Mrs. Cotes seenis no longer inclined
to write a novel which has no politi-
cal significance. Like "The Imperi-
alist" for Canada, and "Set in Auth-
orîtv" for India, "The Burnt Offer-
ing" is an cager venture to, flnd out
the meaning of current history. What
is ut that the people dreain in reality,
for if the dreami belouîgs to aIl the
people it will certainly corne truc.
Somethîing lïke this mnust have been
the question which Mrs. Cotes nieant
lu answer. "The Burnt Offering,"
as far as can bie judged -at this dis-
tance froin India, is an unusually
well-infornied presentation of the
present rneaning of B3ritish rule in
India. It is equally a fair and well-
inforrned sbowing of nationalist aspir-
ations on the part of ane section of
native life. To show the varions
outstanding native types, with their
thought of India, and to deal with
types of British people, and what tbey
mitan ta do, is a great subject for one
tiovel. Possibly the story is too ex-
act and precise in its outline ta stir
the imagination with the îniuresity
of the field to, be covered. But it is a
clever, workmanlike novel, far above
the'average in current fiction, and
touched here and thecre with the( lighit
wrhicb is giveni ta ani author whien
she seesý life beautifuil and bas beenl
able to inakec that, beauity sinie in bier
book, ()ie passage at least, whien the
Swamii speaks to Janaki and bier
father, Sir Kristodas Mùtkerji, is, per-
hiaps, the claetand mIosýt taichlig
iinterp)retationi of 1India that aWet
ernier ean1 unde(lrstanld whicb bias yet
been writteni iii a novel. This mlusi
have heci at least part of what Mrs.

Cots ueant to, do wheni shie beganl
bevr book. It is a deservedl camlpli-
nient to) say that anlyonle ini this count-
try wbo wants to know India bette r
than hie does at present ought ta real
"The 13urnt Offerinig."

Plot of the Story.
Vullcan Milîs, niemnber fobr Further

Anguis ini the Ixupewrial Parliamlent
and leader of the Socialist wing of
the Labour Party, visits lindia. He is
accomlpalnied by hli's daulghiter, Joanl,
who hias been at Girton and as a Suif-
fragette bas been honoured twice with
imprisonnient. They meian to save
India frnm bier oppres;sors, but con-
sider themiselves unprejudiced, na-
turally, since thie Milis' temperamrent
is of t'his description. joanl at once
encounters Bepin Bebari Dey, who
is being oppressed hy two young
Britîshers. They abject to hi, pres-
enice in the saine railway carrnage
with tbemlselves, and Joanl invites
Beprn ta share the section occupied
by 'her father and hierself. It is Joani's
introduction to India. The authtor of
"The Burnt Offeriing> is by no means
on the sie of the British rulers.

She writes one incisive senteuce,
brief but sufficiently pointed to the
effect that pessibly the ruling people
have been so absorbed in their own
virtues as to be oblivious of virtues
belonging to anyone eise. On theofluer hand, Joan and her father see
ne virtues in the English. Bepin
Behari Dey, Ganendra Thakore,
jotindra Pal, and the other inembers
of the littie group of pkvttinig na-
tionalists, are te theni w'bolly admir-able, heroic and advanced, almost asfar advanced as the Milis thexnselves.
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Joan is gtuided entirely by theory.
Slue lias cuured herseif of ordinary
aiffection. She is above heing in-
iluenced hy her Girton friend, Mrs.
Michael Foley, who is rnarried and
living ini Calcutta. When John Carne
faîls in loive with her, the cirenum-
stances is of nu conséquence. 11cr
father has given her to India and she
is more than willing to bce given. Slue
can give herseif best apparently byInarrying a llindoo, and s0 she bie-
conles engaged to Bepiui Behari. But
at least J ohn Ganie is able ta preventlier lîlarruage with Bepin. Ganendra
Thakore, wlîo is the leader of the
nationalist party, îs exiled as a dan-
gerous agitator. Bepin throws the
bouuil whieiî was to niake such achiangeý iii lInlia polities. Bepin iskilled, and John Gaz-ne, slig'btly
wounded dies lter froun blood poison-
ung. Vulcan Milîs had been senthome somlewbat perernptorily by theIndian Government and joan is sent
after him, since Bepin's wonienkin<l
counsider that they will lie safer andMnore comfnrtabîe with the young
womlan out of the way.

Some of the Characters.
The rnost interesîng and beautifuil

characters in the book are Janaki,widowedý( daugliter of Sir Kristodas,
wbo bias b)een sent ta England to lieeduicated( and who loves John Game,'and tbe Swaini Yadavi,* spiritual ad-
viser ta bier fatlîer's bouse. With SirK•ristodas, these two make the seulof Inidia stand prescrit and everlast-
mng like a lurninaus sbadow wbichnîlay' lie so pcreceived by the Western
re-aders of theuir story. From the lipsof tbe Swanii tbe author gives berclearest tbaugbt of India and India's

-When Ible fruit is ripe," hie said,%%atchînlg theiun booth, "It drapts ta therun. Thec British in Itudia areripe. Prpsthe climate," bc added,
%Nitll a silel, "bias forced theîîî a little.But vilnc s folly-volence is

T'he Judge sboak bis bead affirmn-atively, and Janaki lowered -ler e7 eswýith an air of bumiility. Tbe pruest.lookecd gravely at her.
"God bas the emancipation of In-dia ini Ilis hiand," hie sald,' and it can-not lie taken fromn1 Him by force, or b>'fraudf, or in an>' evil a.
"Wbaiit excellent words," murmutred

Sir Kristodas Ii Bengali ; but Janaki
kept ber retreat in silence.

"The enincipation we maIl it, per-
baps the Suprerne caUls it tbe punisb-
mient," en on the priest imibly. "lie'
bolds; it in Ilis biand and turn ls it andlooksý atL it 1wibi ways. And perbaps
Hle laughs.>,'

Father and danglbter waited witbsubmuission. Yad.avi's glance, free asa bird"u. fell on a ra>' of sunlight tbat
camne through flie sbuttered window,
and lie smniled at it as if it spoke ta
iin and brotugbt buii aniother tbeught.

"God is the old friend of India. The
Eniglisbi are friends of two hundred
yVears, but Ged camle with the dawn.
The English by their administration
bave gîven bier justice, railways,
political idleas. God, b>' my ancestors
gave her a souil. The English will
leave their gifts and go, but the Cod
of India and the sou] of India"-he
paused-'wîll remain with hier. We
bave that for our cemfort.>

This does not mean that the Swanii
is planning for the Englîsh to leave
India ithin the next few huindred
years. 11e thinks that the Viceroy
wiIl beconme a president. But his de-
tachment fromn the temp orar>' bas
been exquiisitely expressed by the
auithor in ber book,

(Ry Mrs. Cotes)
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