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Proof of this Country '$ Need of a National Laboratory
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purity and strength, it would be doi ng a service, thevalue of which must be estimated, flot in dollars
and cents, but in human lives.

The manufacture and in~spection of these medical
necessities is only one of the many ways in which
a national laboratory would serve the public. Wehave grown so rapidly in population that our publichealtb problenis have multiplied apace. With small
cities and a sparse population, health administra-
tion was comparatively simple. Now ahl that ischanged. How often do we notice in the pressof the larger cities, the admonition of the healthofficer, "Boil. your drinking water." Population onthe banks of our rivers and lakes bas increased
rapidly, and the reslt bas been dangerous pollu-
tion of the water supply of places further down.Our deatb-rate from typhoid fever shows howserions this danger is. Aecording to the lastcensus 35.5 people out of every 100,000 is the yearlydeath-rate in Canada from typhoid fever. In Ger-many the death-rate from this disease is 7.6, whîlein Scotland it is only 6.2. Surely there is need fortrained investigators under national controI andunprejiudiced by local or provincial considerations.

Then there is the housing problem. We bavebeen in the habit of saying there were no sluinsin Canada. But we must face the facts. We haveslunis, and the grasping real estate speculator isrnaking more every day. Montreal, Quebec, To-
ronto, Ottawa and Winnipeg have slums, in manycases of the niost aggravated forni, These areveritable plague spots of disease. esv)eciallv of tllhpr-

Ing country should, be the establishment of a nationalao'ratory and the creation -of a representative
advisory council. Thus we are making provision
for co-operation of the constituent elements of theCountry where co-oiperation is ahsolutely essential,and we -also are providing means for finding ontj ust what the conditions of our national health is.We must provide means for the correct diagnosis
of our national utls and plague spots before we can
make substantial. progress towards their c~ure.

Regulating Corporations
BY COUPON.JUST at the time when so many Canadians are

remarking about the great difference in the con-
ditions that now prevail in Canada as compared

with what is taking place in the United States, alongcornes a New York paper with the înteresting ob-servation that as far as the -enjoyment of liberty
is concerned in respect ta corporation matters, the
United States bas had ail that Canada is now en-joying. That paper states that the time is sure tocorne when attacks on variouis Canadian corpora-tion will occur somewhat along the lines that arebeing witnessed with regard to a number of thelarger American , industrial consolidations. Anybody
who figures it out will readily appreciate that whilethe Government itself is responsible for the mia-jority of consolidations, because of the tariff assist-
ance which it is affording various lines of indtistry,stili there will corne a tume when other governments
wifl look askance on what is being aîlowed at theprescrnt tinie, and wiII see to it that considerably
more binding regulations shail be applied to con-
solidations.

Sucli a condition naturally occasions an important
question-at what period of consolidation's exist-ence should a government step in to regulate it?The right time is when the insiders, who havebrought about sucli conditions, are still loaded upwith the securities because, while insiders are greatbelievers in the possibilities of various Uines ofbusiness, stilî they are neyer so greatly interested
but that they see that they are able to make a veryready miarket for their securitie, and gradually
spread theni out into the bands of tens of thousands
of investors.

The present attack on the UJnited States Steel
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