
disee Her Aunt implored the liutle girl wo return wo
thmsfe olielter of lier liomeland, but Helmi had a mind

of ber own and had no intention of retracing lier steps
Sh ma inch land of freedoin. romance and easy moaey

and bere she would stay. I called lier Helmi Milander
iu compliment wo Emil Milander, who liad reaUly intro-
ducd me to bis country and countrymen.

"Painted Fires" was the naine I chose for the book.
liftig these words froin the fragment of a pocin vhich
stuc in zny mind; I do not know froin *hat source

'VWe cannoe draw froin empty vellu,
Nor warm ourselves at painted fires."

1 called the book by this naine for 1 vanted tw lay
dw a hard foundation of truth as w conditions in
Caaa. As a Çanadian I blush with shame *hen 1 thlnk
Mf th faise fiauery *hi has been given wo ou counr
by immigrtion agencies in Europe, anxiou wobrn
out seutlers for the profit of steamship and nilway c

pne.It's ali fantastic nov and sees lon qo and
fa away, but there vas dark wragedy in it for the decived
on and Canada got a black eye, vhich in the alade of

-om people lias lasted even until this time.
"Painted Fires" was published ln 1925 and has aoe

thog inany editions, beeu serialiued muy time an
is stil in print. The year ater its publcatio in Caad
it wstranslated iwt Finnlsh andi pubise in Helik
an I think aUl the Finnish papers ou this contnent a
it as asrlL

It brught me luto pleasant cnac with many Flni
people and 1 wa particularly blesd wo ftceve leu«,r
wrttwu lu Flnnish, tellhng me that although 1 had not a
Fins naine, they frit sure that 1 must have Finn"
b1ood to be able to enter into their spirit. Coulti any


