
372 LIVES OF THE JUDGES.

The firm of Patterson & Harrison was afterwards

au«Umented by. addiner to, it Mr. Hodzins, the present

Master of the Suprerne Court of judi * cature for Ontario,
and John Bain, rwards Chief justice

Q.C Mr. Moss, afte

Moss, was at one t'imé"ýa partner of Mr. Ham'son.'

...In', 18 59 -Mr. H arrison was emplqyed, by the C rown to

prosecute in -the celèbrated. case of 'the Queen zis. Mercer.

It arose. out of an agreement entered into between Sheriff

Rapelje of the County of Norfolk and lawrence William

Mercer, by which theformer agreed to su"rreilder his offke,

on, doing which he was to re éeive from _ Mý,-f,.\Mercer £59o,

and an annuitY Of £300 a year.. This transaýtion was, no-

doubt based on the assumption that ýN1-ercer wo à1d, on the

resicynation of Rapelie, get the appointment of Sh ' eriff of

the Coýnty. - An Wieormation was filçeby.- the Attàrlney-'

General -again' t Mercer, fora misdemeanor, and as bei.ng

a transaction involviiicy the sale of an office,,and conýary
Crto the provisions of the En,'Iish. Statute 5 & 6 Edýard*

VI., extended to Upper Cc-_nada. by.49 Geo*ge*,IIL-cap.

126. 1t was held by'-thë Court of .(ýge-en's Bé'nchthat

the transaction-was -not only-îllegal utider the Statute, but

at Common La *, and tha-t the ignorancç of tWe Govern-

rtîenta-s to the illegal -azreement was immaterial. Tbe

Crovn obtained.judametit,. and Mr. Mercer lost his office.

The 'case ivill ble foun.d r'eported in. 17 U.--C. Q.- B.,, RèP.

6o
Mr. Harrison was. for several years ëdito.r of the Upper'

Canada Law Journal, and frequently contributeà editoriaU,

articles which were well rec%-.ived. Durincr his partnershiýP
with Me.- Patterson his business much incýtased. - His

ea-tly cop.nec.t-ôn mrith the Law Departnýent 'of -'the.
Governrnent had secured'-*hîm-, the confidence of Mr".,.

oh -Id, wh6 was of great -aseistance to hîm
A. 1cdo a .1

inhisýrÔféssion. Throu hhim.hisfirm-receiv'ed..-âll-,Ihe

Upper-,Canada revenue business of the d6v*e'rnment.'e-",j

About thi>a time there had bèipn'a great deal of smug-

gling and -infringement on the. Cu.slçomýs,-,Iaws. A.great

many suits had to be biought: for penalties and fbrféituf* ý_


