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THE RACING SEASON OF 1909

CAADA looks forward to the racing season, of 1909 w'ith consider-
able interest and some apprehension. The moral wave that bas

swept the horse race out of nearly every state in the Union1 lea>ds to a
conctlusion that tife sport of kings is not an unmnixed blessing, that it
has features that it would be well to suppress. But'there the trouble
begins. For the suppression of the di'sagreeable features meaus the
ýdeath of the sport. No state lias yet legislated againist.horst racing.
Each lias passed laws against the gambling which ei'ther follows in
its train or mis responsible for its e'xistence.

In Canada, racing has corne to us -by inheritance from our British
fathers. They still-race horses and continue to figure that what is
good enough for their king is not too bad for common people. And in
Canada we figure along pretty mucli the same lines. We take our
racing with its sugar-coating of vice-regal patronage and fashion and
close our eyes to the disagreeable pilI the coating may cover.'

But across the line there lias been a large race track: following
who have made an easy living by trading on the foolishness of people
who try to'turn, a sport into a means of getting rdcl quick. Will this
undesirable eiement go back to work: now t 'hat their trade in the
Republic lias been wiped oirt, or will tliey try to find new fields to
cultivaite, in Canadian race tracks? It is only natural to conclude that
the great majority of ýthem- will head this way and the corning s-eason
will tell whether they can kili the sport in Canada even as they have
across the hune.

So far as the actual racing g<es it should be a wonderful season
on the Canajdian circuit., Whule a few of the millionÏaire American
owners have taken their horsts to Eiingland, the others will have to
choose between the non-betting,,curtailed meets of the Metropolitan
circuit, with their eut stakes and purses, and the open racing in
Cana;da., This means a better class of horses for Canada than lias ever
raced litre before. For after ail it is the Arnerican horst that makes
the Canadiaýn meet. We have our cl-assics like the King's Plate open
only to Canaýdian-breds, that are won by the big Canadian owners with
horses of their own breeding, but the other featur-es of the Canad'ian
turf as a rule go to horses from the big breeding farms down soutli.

Thýus racing will be eanphasised ini both directions and the ques-
tion to be decided is whether the future of tht sport in Canada did
not depend on its not becorning too emphatic. Whether the venteer
of patro~nage and fashion is sufficient t0 cover the shortcomings of the
sport when it is given iu stronger doses. The season of 1909 sliould
furnish the answer to this question.
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system, elimina>ting the Bell Telephone Comnpany and other priv.
corporations. Lt has even gone so far as to esta!'blish provinc
creaimeries and to mnake an appropriation for a pork-ýpacking indust
Sliortly, it will possibly go into the business of rnining anid distributi
coal.

The only possible danger is the too speedy widening of govei
mental andý municipal activity along the lines of ownership. Fi
scliools and free text-book-s are defensible because éducation is
prim-ary importance. Guaranteeing railway 'bonds is justifiai
as a temporary expedient for iricreasing the rate of railway-buildix
without adding to the burden of administration. Operating te
phiones, creamneries an~d pork-packing establis'hments is a more doul
fui proposition, and it is just questioniable if the province is justified
indulging itself in this way. Howtver, that is a polîcy which may
left safely to'the people themnselves to decide. If they find it unwi:
they will flot hesitate about abandoning it in favour of private ope,
tion of public utilities.

THE PUBLIC AND REFORMS

S UGGESTIONS of< reforms come from the people and flot frc
the parlitamentary representatives who make the laws. This

a cîrcumstarrce whicli is too often overlooked. Vexy few great f'c
ward measures originate within parliamerits. The member of pan1i
ment or legisiature is more concernied with vote-getting and vol
pleasing and with party organisation Without and within the legisi
tive body to, which he belongs, than to' initiating reforms
administration. The political worker who is not a member is tý
often a mere echo of his parliamentary h-ero; he is'selom found adv
oiating reforms.

Lt is the business of the public to project and 'advocate reforiTr
The'y must talk and agitate them, write letters to the newýspapers, pa

* rýsolutions at-public meetings, and encourage those leaders of pub]
opinion who are not active members of 'a party organisation. F,
example, the reforms in the caire of game of various kinds have beA(
a4vocated by Fish and Grame Associations of one kind or anothE
Improvements iii the care of, our forests and in the attitude of'tl
people towrards reforestation are comning from such organisations ;
the Casiadian Forestry Association. The movement- for law. refor
bas not come from within the provincial legislatures but from broa
mîinded observers -on the outside.

The movement for furtlier Civil Service Reform in the feder
government and in the various provincial administrations must colI
from the people if it îs to corne at ail. Lt is the people, ncvt the p<ol
tici-ans, who are in a position to make war on patronage and the sp<i
system. Lt is the people alone who 'may advocate the removal frQ«
ounr public life of t-hat form of bribery which pays for votes or partisO
service with employrnent at the taxpayers' oost. A civil servi
appointed and controlled by political partisans cannot give effil
ptfblic administration. The civil service mnust bc put upon an i211


