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CANADIAN

MESSENGER.

 SCHOLAR’S NOTES.

( From the International Lessons for 1875, by
Edwin W. Rice, as issued by American Sun-
day-School Union.)

LESSON X1V,
Arr. 4.]

ISRAEL'S PROMISE.—Josh. Xxiv. 14-1%.
COMMIT TO MEMORY Vs, 16, 18.

14. Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve
him {n sincerity and in truth ; and put away the
gods which your fathers gerved on the other
side of the flood, and in Egypt: and serve ye
the Lord.

15. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the
Lord choose you this day whom ye will serve :
whether the gods which your fathers served
that were on the other side of the flood, or the
gods of the Amorites in whose land ye dwell ;
}mt ;s for me and my house, we will serve the

ord,

16. And the people answered
and said, God forbid that we
should forsake the Lord, to serve
other gods

17. For the Lord our God he it is that brought
usup andour fathers out of the land of Egypt,
from the house of bondage, and whick did
those great signs {n our sight, and preserved us
in allthe way wherein we went, among all the
people through whom we passed :

18. And the Lord drave out
from before usfall the people,
eventhe Amorites which dwelt
in the land: therefore will we
:'Is(; serve the Lord ;: for he is our

~0d.

| GOLDEN TEXT.—The Lord
i our God will we serve, and His
| voice will we obey.—Josh. xxiv.
24,

CENTRAL TRUTH. — The
Lord has a right to our service.
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| DAILY READINGS.
) M. Josln Xxiv, 118,
T,
W.

1 Sum. xii. 6-22

Ps. exix. 1-24.

Th. 1 Kings xviii. 21-40.

F.  Luke xvi.18-3l.
Na. Johnvi 47-68).

ToTAEICIOLAR —Thisis the farewell or dying ad-
drans of the grent captain Joshus t0 the Lribes assem-
bled at Bhecnem. the whole chapter, and then
study the ** promise of the people” in thelesson.

8, Ps, ev. 145,

7

ORDER OF EVENTS.—(27.) Israel’s promises

NOTES,— Joshua's and solemn
address, and his choice of the, a2 his God
led the people to make the same choice, and
to repeat 1t, a8 iav.2l. This was the last
public act of Joshua, and probably just before
hiis death.

EXPLANATION. — (14) Now
therefore, because of the Lord's past
goodness to you ; im simcerity, net In
nitward appearance only, but intruth ; put
away the gods, out of your ming, or
perbaps a few yet worshipped {dols secretly
(seev. 23): flood, or river Jordam.
seem evil, wrong, hard or unressonable to
serve God ; chhoose you. 50 Meses urged
Israel to a choice (Deut. xxx. 15); me and
my house, heand his family are on the
Lord’s side (see also Ex. xxxii, 26.) (16.) Geod
forbid, strong words, showing horror at the
ides of forsaking the Lord for idol-worship.
(17.) brought ws, the people recall the
Lord’s mercies in bringing them into Canaan.
(18.) we nlso serve the Lord, in
their choice they would follow Joshua.

ILLUSTRATION.—Wise chsice. A
great king once said to a favorite, ‘“‘Ask what
1hou wilt,and 1 will give it thee.” He thought,
It I ask to be made general of ali the arm ,i
shall get it : if for great riches or half the king-
dom, I will gain it; but I will ask for what
will give me all theee ; 80 he said to the king,
“Giive me thy daughter to wife.”” This made
him heirto all the wealth and honors of the
kingdom. 80 he who chooses Christ becomes
an heir to all the wealth and glory of the Father’s
kingdom.— Foster,

TOPICS AND QUESTIONS.

(1,) JosaUA's cHARGE. (IL) His cHOICE.
(111.) THE PEOPLR’S CHOICE.

I. Where were the tribes gathered ?
o tacate what Joshua related to them. (See vs.
213) .
Whom did he urge them to fear and serve?
How ¢ v. 14,

What werethey to put away ?

Where had they served thesegods ?.. .

1f they thought the Lord’s service hard, what
were they to do ?

I1. What choice did Joshua and his hotise
make ? .

When before were the people called to make
a similar choice ? (8e¢e Ex. xxxil. 26 and Dent.
xxx. 15.)

Heow had Joshua shown his trust in God in
former days ¢ (8ee Num., xlv. 6, 7.)
[]1. State the answer of the people. v_16.
Why did they make this choice ? v. 17, 18,

What truth {ao this lesson teaches us—

(1.) That we should serve the Lord,whatever
others may do ? ]

(2.) That the mercies of the Lard to us should
ead 13 to serve him ?
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THE PROMI3E BROKREN.—Judy. il 1116 About
U2 8, C.

COMMIT TO MEMORY V.12

11. And the children of Israel did evil in the
sight of the Lord and served Baalim :

13. And they forsook the Lord
Glod of their fathers, which
brought them out ofthe land of
E‘gyzt, and followed other gods,
of' the gods of the people that

were round abont them, and
bowed themselves unto them,
and provoked the Lo o anger.

13 Andjhey forsook the Lord,
and Ashtaroth.

14. And the anger of the Lord was hot against
Israel, and he delivered them into the hands of
spolilers that spoiled them, and,he sold them
inte the hands of their enemies round about, so
that they could not any longer stand before
their enemtes. -

15. Whithersoever they went out, the hand of
the Lord was against them for evil, as the l.ord
had said, and as the lord had sworn unto
them : and they were greatly distressed.

16. Nevertheless the Lord raised np jadges
which delivered them out of the hand of those
that spoiled them, - .

served Baal

Ie Y

i LDEN _ TEXT. — They
soon'fotgat His works, they
watted Lot for his counsel.— Ps.

cvi. 13,
CENTRAL TRUTHR—Men
rob God.
/-
DAILY READINGS.
M. Judg.ii 11-16.
T. Deut. xxxi. 1650,
w. g’ls(.‘lxxvm.‘ﬁﬁ:n L
xvil, 7-3.
ba.onndas. 4
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Lev. xxvi. 1435
§. Josh. xxiti. 110

To THE SCHOLAR —Notice how$non Is ael fell in-
to tne very sin which Joshua wa them aguinst
Vs, 14 23 give 8 summary of the events whichars re-.
l4ted more fully inthe following chaplers of the
book of Judges. Bome lesrned men think the events
in chs. {. and ii, to verse 5, happened before Joshua's
death ! others p'ace them after his death’

FINDING THE MBANING OF.—Hual, ‘Baalim,
Ashtaroth, spoilevs, judges,

ORrDER OF EvENTS.—(28.) Death of Joshua
20.) The Canaanites conquered. (30.) The
angel at Bochim. (31.) Israel’s promise broken.

NOTES.—The book of Judges is not a con-
nected history, but contatns accounts of im-
portant exploits of the persous raised upto rule
and deliver Israel after the death of Joshua
and before 8aul became king, a periol of one
hundred and forty to one hundred and sixty
vears. The book is ususlly divided into—(1.
Preface (eh. 1. to 11i. 6). (2.) Main Narrative (ch.
itl. 7 to xvi. 31). (8.) Appendiz (ch, xvii to xxi).

EXPLANATION.—(11.) did evil,
s common phrase for falling into idolatry :
Baalim, plural of Baal, meaning the images
of that idol. (12.) Amd they, or ‘“‘Fir they
forsook,” this verse explains what the evil was.
(13.) Ashtaroth (plural),images of Astarte,
a goddess of the Pbeenicians like Vepus, (14.)
angerof the Lord was hot (see same
werds in Ps. cvi. 40) : he delivered, per-
mitted them to be overcome; spoilers, or
robbers—i.e , nations about them; sold them
(seel 8am. xii. 9) ; mot . . . stand, (see
the warning, Lev. xxvi. 17). (15.) whie
thersoever they went, whaticentrast to
the promire in Josh.i. 9! greatly dis-
tressed, for forsaking God. (16.) jundges,
m{}ers), deliverers, (This i8 the first mention of
Judge.

ILLUSTRATION.— Christian Idola-
try. ‘“You cannot find any more gross, any
more cruel idolatry, on the broad earththan
within one mile jof this pulpi t : dask minds,
deluded souls, wh ose god is the dice-box er
the bottle, false gods more hideous than
Molochor liul, worshipped with shrieks, wor-
shipped with cursee, the hearth-stone for the
bloog; altar,the drunken husband for the prieat,
and women and children for the victims.”—Dr.
Chapin.

TOPICS AND QUESTIONS,
(1) IsraeL'S 1DOLATRY. (II.) ISRAEL'S DIS-
TRESS, (II1.) ISRAEL’S DELIVERERS,

1. How long did Israel serve the l.ord ?
Give the title of this lesson.

‘What promise was broken ?

‘When was the promise given ?

~

v,

What reason did they give for serving the
Lord ®

After Joshua’ death what did Israel do ? v.11.
What did they not know? (See v. 10.)
State how they did evil inthe :ight of the
Lord. v. 12. g

What  idols
did they serve?
v. 13.

II. Intowhose /4
hands were they
delivered?

Who had ena-
bled them to
stand before
their enemies ?

How was the
hand of the
Lord agaiost
them ?

Where were .
they warned of this  Astarteina Car
trouble ? (See Lev, xxvi. 17,)

1II. What shows that the Lord was still mer-
ciful to them ?

Whom did be raise up ¥ Why called judges ?

Out of whose hands did the judges deliver
them?

Who s the great Deliverer of sinners ?
- -

PROVIDING FOR OUR OWN HOUSE-
HOLDS.

‘We assume that thereis no text or command
in all the Scriptures which gets more attention
and more willing obedience than that which re-
quires men to provide for their own house-
holds. Christian and heathen alike overdo
this branch of duty, and yet we apprehend
there i no divine injunction more imperfectly
understood. It is made to justify every ex-
penditure, and it forgets altogsther that severe
denunciation against those who join field to
field and add house tohouse. AVhen God sent
the daily manna for the nourishment of his
people, it was found that when they gathered
more than was required for their daily necessi-
ties, the surplus stank on their hands, and
bred worms and disease. Ias (tod changed
his dealings with us? The spirit of greed
which showed itself then has been doing so
ever since, to the detriment of our fellow-crea-
tures and the dishonor of our Heavenly Father,
to whom we pray for our daily bread. This
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world’s goods, nearly all of which is held and
administered for their own households. One
of the reasons, no doubt, why Christianity has
not overrun the world with Pentecostal speed,
is because so many of Christ’s followers trust
their bank books more than their Bibles, and
have little or nothing in common with their
poor brothers.

" Those who csll themselves Christians are
wally as guiltynin this gnat the veriest
worldling. Ng..doubt the command to pro.
vide for our fa@ijiegwas rendered necessary b
those idle loaferdgfiand in every age, who will
not work, and thfrefore should not eat. In
every circle we see such men and women, who
are wholly unproductive, and wasting their
years in worthless living, while their families
grow up without education, without religion,
ill clad and half fed. These are the fellows
who are worse than infidels. We see them in
the beer gardens and whiskey dens. Here is
a so-called disciple of the Lord with his name
on the church roll, worth a hundred thousand,
perhaps half a million, enjoying himself im-
mensely, his personal exgenditures for the
year creeping up to many thousands of dollars.
The family content themselves with giving
their cast-off clothing to Christ! Is not the
pulpit largely responsible for the prevalence
of such grievous selfichness ?

But whilst the wealthy few overdo provid-
ing for their own households, the poor many
underdo it, and this latter is incalculably the
greatest injury to society. Every man who
spends a cent on useless and selfish indul-

ence in drink or tobacco, whilst his family is
in any respect in want of comfortable food and
clothing, and suitable education, is neglecting
to provide for his own household, and 1s in so
far worse than an infidel. This is a grievous
charge, but reason and experience fully bear
it out.—.N. Y. Witness.

— When we are fullest of heavenly love we
are best fitted to bear with human infirmity,
to live above it and forget its burden. 1t is
the absence of love to Christ, not its fullness,
that makes us so impatient of the weaknesses
and inconsistencies of our Christian brethren.
Then, when Christ is all our portion, when He
dwells with us and in us, we have so satisfy-
ing an enjoyment of His perfection that the
imperfections of others are as it were swallow-
ed up, and the sense of our own nothingness
makes us insensible to that which is irritating
in individual feelings and habits.—Hare.

— We read in classic story of an Athenian
who, hesitating whether to give his daughter
in marriage to a virtuous man with a small
fortune, or to a rich man who had no other
recommendation, went to consult Themistocles
on the subject. 1 would bestow my daugh-

ter,” said Themistocles, “ upon a man with-
out money, rather than upon money without a
man.

prayer, by the way,appears strange on the lips | =
 of those who have yalx‘emly abundance of this

NEW RATES.

By the beneficent passage of the new Cana-
dian Postal Act, the publishers of the MEs-
SENGER are able to make it cheper than ever,
and they have arranged s graduated scale of
rates to induce, as far as possible, large orders
from Sabbath-schooland Tract societies. The
MESSENGER is specially designed for the benefit
of those families who lie beyond the reach
of the daily paper and who are best got at
through the agency of pioneer Sunday-schools.
It gives moregood reading for the money than
can, we think, be got in any other way, and
those who may receive this number for the
first time, as many will,are requested to study
it carefully and decide for themselves if it is
the sort of healthy reading thatis wanted in the
country, and if they think itis, to do their
best for that reason to get it intoas many fami-
lies a8 possible.

With 80 cheap a periodical the advantage
to publishers of mailing in large packages to
one address is great and accounts for variation
in theaboverates. As soon aspossible heavier
and better paper will be brought into use, so
that the present nnmber caunot he taken as a
san ple in that particular. We hope all our
friends are preparing themselves for a grand
campaign next summer.

Cavaniay Messexaer, Illustrated, eight
pages, published twice a month, post-paid.

1 copy per annum, - 8 30
10 copies ¢+ ¢ .80
100 o e Lid 22.00
1,000 < e 200.00
Surplus copies for diss
tribution astracts —12
dozen for 1.00

Joux Dovaarr & Son,
Pablishera, Montreal.

__ADVERTISEMENTS
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$ ,5 TO $20 PER DAY, —AGENTSH.

¢J WANTED. Al classes of workine peopte, of
either sex, young or old, make more morey
for us ip their spare moments or all the time, thaa at.
anything else. Particuiars free. Post osrd 1o “tsles
costs but one cent. Address G, rTINSON & €O,
Portland, Maine. i

work .

NEW YORK DAILY WITNESS, 33 peran,, postpaid
NEW YORK WEEKLY do., $1,.204do,

To MY FRIENDS IN CalADA4

I will send the NEW YORK WEERKLY \\'ITNE8$‘7
for one year, orthe NEW YORK DAILY WITNERS for five
mouths, to any part of the Dominion of Canada, all pos!.
age pre-paid, for 1. Cunadian mouney, remitted 10 JORAN
DOUGALL & KON, Montreal, or $1.20, in American Cur-
rency, remitted to me here, Both of these papers contain
iu everv issue market reporis and finuncial reports, and
once a weck reports of the cattle market and lumber trade,
The daily reports of butter, cheese, eggs, and other pro
duce will be found valuable, Both editions coutain all-
American news of any importance, with the comments of
the leading New York ppaers thercon, nud muck otber
mutter.

JOHN DOUGALL, Proprieter,
New Youk DArLY and WRERLY WITNEss,

No. 2 SPRUCE STREET,

N

Tract House, New York.

TERMS OF OUR
. PUBLICATIONS.

JAILY WITNESS (by mail) $3 perannum; $4 deliver
ed in town ; Single Copies. 1¢ each. P

AONTREAL WITNESS (Tri-weekly), $2 per annuse
Single Copies, 2¢. Published Tuesday, Thursday.
and Baturday.

WEEEKLY W{TNESS, $1 per annum ; Bingle Copiea,
40. Readyon Thursdays. :

Subscribers in the Dominion the postage at th
own ofices. To the United &:{u and Britain tﬂ
postage is payable with the subscriptions. !

The rates of postage are as under :

Dadly..... $1.20 annum
Tri-weel 0.60 per do
Weekly .. . 090 do

Advertisements inserted in the WITNESS at the rase
of 10 cents per line first insertion, and 6 oents eack
suberequent insertion.

NEW DOMINION MONTHLY, $1.50 per annum, of
Copies for 85 postage pald. Bingle Copies, 160.
Advertising—1 page, §3 per l:;onlh.
“ as
§ " do
Printed Leaves, stitched in, $1 per 1,000.

The above subscoription rates are all cash inadvanoe
and the papers stop when the time paid for expires.
JOHN DOUGALL & SON,
Montreal

The “ CANADIAN umésmnaw 18 priated sP¢
ublished on the 1st and 16th of every month &
os. 218 and 30 8t. &
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