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- THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.

—

The example of Christ isrepeatedly set be-
fore us in the New Testament. This is de-
nied by noc one, whether believer or unbe-
liever. And yet there is a difficuity which
presses alike upon the humble disciple, and
the seornful caviller. How, sighs the former,
con ], weak and frail as I am, hope to_te~
semble that matchless excellence? How,
asks the latter, is Christ an example to.men,
if by his natural powers, or by his miraculous
endowments, or. by both, he was placed in:a
sphere of consciousness far above theirs,—
made in effect, if not absolutely, to belong to
another.order of beings ?

. This difficulty, which is felt by persons of
opposite tempers, deserves consideration. 1
believe it may be satisfactorily removed.
Let :it be presented in the strongest terms
which it will bear ;—admit that our Lord was
alike by natural powers and by miraculous
endowments placed above the sphere of
human conseionsness. It does not follow,
that he is above the reach of our imitation ; as
may be shown, by considering the nature of
example.

. - Example serves a double purpose.. Its ob-
ject.and .effect may be _either instruction or
encouragement ; or both may be, as they
usually are, united. An example of instrue~
tion shows us a standard to which we should
a8 mearly as possible conform ourselves,
though our capacities or circumstances may
‘always cause a perceptible, and even = vast,
difference between ouraims and the result of
our. efforts; " “Thé ' standafd may be ‘un-
changeable and perfect;-we are frail and im-
perfect; still we.may: look {o.our example;
as”thie ‘child” fram’observation of ils ' parent
§ how to wilk or speak and is induced by
a’coliscionsnéss of the “power - of, imitation to
exeért itself, though the. thought may never

arise i) its 'mind, that its parent’s freedom of
motion,or spéech is -an indication of its own
ultimate ability. ' The example of encourage-
ment, on the other hand, awakeus the spirit of
émnlation.” ‘It not only shows what mast be
adopted“as’ a standard, but its very existence
is' & proof and hing-tbat resemblance is practi-
¢able. ~ The child .who enters a school, where
he; finds otheis like bimself, conguering: the
difficilties’ of learning, is taught that he can
achieve the same triumph.. The sentiment
of hopé as well as the principle of daty is ad~
drégsed, and motive is added to instrnction. .-

* Usudlly ‘example partakes of both these
characters.. We perceive what we must try-
to'do, and 'we.ure reminded what we can do.
We' liave’a model to imitate, and we havea
model Which'was wrought and polished amidst

. circumstances’ and. influences like' our own.!
Suchi is the example of good men, of our vir-{.

n‘;qpﬁx_s‘fﬁéi’lﬂds}, ~of "those. who have enjoyed no
supernatutal or 'special. aids., But there are
other exarmples, .which we regard as embra-.
i dse’principles of perfection with which
pe”fo gain”bnt a distant. sympathy.
appedr to us rather as personifications of
:t éxcallence, than, as the names of real
! es; . ‘The fruits of  the inspiration of
geéniug or the most admirable works of art may,
be' ¢ointéemplated as models, withoutany hope
of 'rivalliig ‘theif. perfection. . In the moral
rld . the acter of God is an example of
nd, . ‘The” infinity: of his nature places
beyond a'thought of any, but the most dis-.
and faint resemblance, and we derive no
iiragemeilt to be good from.the pattern-of

i

oodness. . The commands;:to be holy, to

direet us to_ him, -only that we may
ying hig'character, form and rectify our
.of holiness and ‘perfection... His is an
ample‘of infinite instruction, butiof.not the
ledstienconragement. - ., . :
Now i this Divine, Bei

Jivine Being may, be taken.as
tany embarrassment from

he. original endow:
or.was elovated by a
inspiration to a hejight, of.advan-~
o1 earthly, eyils; which,we can, néver
.oceupy j-is, his characler. less instructive?
Are" his  virtugs less resplendent,? . Suppose

ts of his nature;
4 2d

Jtheir only manifestation had been in heaven,

féct as our Fathet in heaven'is holy and |:

and we had been permitted to look into the
spiritual world' and observe their appearance
amidst the scenes of a celestial life ; would
they not still have been models of the several
graces which in the believet’s soul might be
fashioned after them ?

I do not say that the example of Christ was
not one of encouragement; but that if this
quality be denied to it, it retains its character
of instruction.

The distinction should be regarded, not only
as it removes a difficulty, but as it sugazests
the use which we should make of our Lord’s
example. He has gone before us, aud we
should follow his steps No matter at what:
distance, if we butkeep the path and presson
as diligently as our powers will permit. ere
1s a standard by which we may rectify our er-
rars. ~ There are motives enough along the
Christian course and shining forth from its
close, to animate our purpose of obedience.
Experience and hope will encourage us. Let
the "disciple look to Jesus, the. author and
finisher of his faith, and learn what goodness
is, what faith and patience and disinterested
love and devout fidelity ate.  And though he
may never say to himsell,—becanse my
Mastet bore his eross, T can bear- mine; yet
he will say,—as my Master walked, I must
and will try to walk;, for this is the right way.

The question however may arise in some

minds—what then was the need of the'ex-
ample of Christ?_ If it only fulfil the same
office as the character of God, to teach us
what should be our standard and model, with-
out stimulating our eviergies to bring ourselves
to the same torm and measure of excelleiice;
was it hot unnecéssary and even-superfluons ?
Noj" for two impoitant advantages result from
such a’ manifestation ‘of éxample: as Jesus
gave. First, it wus seen amidst the circum-~
stances of human society,  The spirit of
Divine excellence, like *the word? of
Divine power and truth, “because flesh and
dwelt among men,” and they * saw its glory>
as they could never bave seen it, even if the
heavens had been opened and they had looked
into the homes of the celestial spiri‘s. How-
ever just might have been our conceptions of
‘the Divine character,’ it would still have been
difficult for us toimagine how such character
would appear under the trials and changes of
‘mortal " life. : We 'might have excused our-
selves from imitating it by the plea, thatas it
‘did not belong to earth; it could not be copied
on earth. . Jesus has shown how- it could
adapt itself 1o the circumstauces of {riil
humanity, and breathe :the air of mortal-cor-
ruption without imbibing the slightest taint.
He has anticipated and destroyed the excuse’
of the indolent, while he has enlightened the
honest inquirer- after goodness,
Far, the other advantage which should be
noticed in such 2 manifestationof divine ex-
cellence is, that it is this manifestation, which
has given us a knowledge of God. We are
indebted to Jesus for our ideas of the charac-
ter which resides in the Infinite Mind. Ifa
yoice from-the skies haid “proclaimed the
words, ¢ Be ye perfect as your Futher in
heaven is perfeet,” would they have beeu
understood? The life of Christ was wanted
to, explain them.. Men must look on the
image before they can form a just conception
of the Original.: Here then the example of
Christ obtains a new vaiue; since it is not
only a model; but.a copy. It teaches us
‘what we should strive to be, by teaching us'
what God isj and. thus doubly executes'its
office-of instruction, -

While therefore .1 do not exelude the idea
of encouragement from the example of Christ,
I'believe T have shown thut if any one think
this idea is incompatible with such a dif-
ference of powers and conscious state as that
which . distinguished the Son of God from his
diseiples,. he may yet perceive the abundant
reasonableness of the_command to follow in
the .steps of the Lord Jesus. “Look then to
your Master, Christian, as the great example,
1, whom you muy behold what you should
imitate, though yot may never rival nor ap-
proach it.: Learn of himt, whase life was in-
struction, whose character was religion, and
who sealed the teaching of .his -life .not less
than the teaching - of his lips by the death of

ithie crosse- . - . Do
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CHRISITAN COMPREHENSIVENESS. |

—

A comprehensive character is the only really
great character possible among men. And,
being that which holds the fullest agreement
and sympathy with God, it is one, we are per-
suaded, that is specially valued and ‘cherished
by Him. We shall find also, by inspection,
that all the defective modes of character in'
Christian men are due to the fact that some
partial or partizan view of the duly sways their
demonstrations. Sometimes one extreme is
held, sometimes the other, and accordingly we
shall see that, excepling cases where there'is
a fixed design to brave the Jaws of all duty,
the blemished characters go in pairs.

Thus one man abhors -all prejudice; tes ifies
against it night and" day, places all his guards
on the side opposite, and, as prejudgments of
some kind are the necessary- condition of all
judgments, it resultsy. of course, that he falls
into*an error guite.as hurtful and more weak,
ceasing to have any fixed ‘opinion, or to hold
manfully any truth whatever.” Another,’'seeing
no evil but v a’ change of opinions holds his
opinions by his will and not by his understand-
ing. And as no truth can penetrate the will,
he becomes astupid and obstinate bigot—stand-
ing for truth itself, as if it were no better than
falsehood. , )

There is a class of Christians, who specially.
abhor a scrupulous religion. It is uncomforta~
ble, it wears a superstitious look, and therefore
they are moved'to assert 'their dignity, by
veituring out, occasionally, on “acts ot exhibi-
tions that are plainly sinful. - And then when
they return to their duty (which they aré'gnite
certdin finally to omit) they. consent to.obey
God, fiot because of the principle] bul because
of the importance of :the oceasion’ ™ In"expelli-
ing all scruples, they have made an exile of
their conscierices.” A man ‘at the other extreme
will have it for his religion-to be exact in all
the items “of discipline, and will become so
conscientious about “mine, anisé and cuinmin,
that no conscience will be left for judgment, or
mercy, or even for honesty. (

_Some persons are all for charity, meaning by
the term & spirit’ of ‘allowance towards the
faults and crimes of othérs, Christ, they say,
commands us not to judge ; but they do not ob-
serve that there are “things ‘which we can seé
without judging, and which, as they display
their own- iniquity, ought to be ‘condemned in
the severest terms of reprobation.  Charit
will cover a multitude of sins—not all, 'The
dearest and truest charity will uneover many,
Opposite to such, we have a tribe of censorious
Christians, who require us to"be 'bold against

sin, who put’ the harshest constructions’on ‘all

conduct, scorching and denouncing as’ surely
as they speak. If they could not find some sin
to denounce, they would "begin to havé a poor
opinion of their own’ piety, . These could ot
even understand the” Saviour, when he ‘says
“neither do I condemn theé.” = = .
Some Christian professors are'so particularly
pleased with a cheerful’spirit, and so intent on
being cheerful Christian$ themselvés, that they
even forget to be  Christians at all,”” They are
light enough, free enough;—the longitide of
face they so much'dread is effectually displaced.
Indeed ‘the ‘godly life, prayer; sobricty itself,
are dll too sombre for their kind of piety.” ‘Op-
posed to these we have an austere school, who
object to all kinds of relaxation,‘and have even
some scruples about smiling. A’ hearly laugh
is an act of positivé' ungodliness. * They love

‘{o'see tlie Christian ‘serious 4t all {imes.” Their

face is set as critically as'thie surveyor’s needle,
or they carry it asnicely ‘as they would carry’
a full vessél. ‘ But there is'a certain ‘measure

of soursiess in’all human bosoms, which, if it

cannot be'respited by smiles, becomes an active
leaven! - The ‘face' that "was  furst” Serlous
changes o a vinégar‘aspect, and ihis reaéts to
sour the sourness-of nature, till finally it will
be found that'the once- amiablé’pérson has be-

come’ nervous, acrid, caustic “and ‘ thoroughly |'in the most’s
e e ST T | remember, &

disagreeable. . IR
We have a class of ‘disciples who appear to

suri “up’ all dutyin selfzexamination. " They | ¢
examine themselves till they are selfish; dnd |

extingiish ' all ‘the ‘evidences 'for which they:
l0ole;"They inspect and liandle every afféctig
till they have killed'it, and: becom Tit]
at length, that no feeling' of the 'Heért Wwill dar
venturé out; lestit ‘should’ not be ‘ablé to” stand
scrutiny.” "Anothier.¢lasi have it *for a"maxim

ill'd

ous, ignorant’of themselve
no infirmity. But they mi
nothing in the name 'of 'du

very neatly wicked.

the ‘absénce of feelirgs" are the wel
no jealousy" is awake'to suppfeds

joy, love, hopé, 'pity,’ fear:

and audible of the fierce and'devilishih
rages within." This is’ faraticisny,
piety, kindling'its” wralh by p
riles, "How manifes

that which is now its"mise¢
throw'-=Dr. Bushnell. ~ " 7

of Hosts, the Al.ﬂlligh.ty

'yet it was mi

Hpand.
tical, | wh

in it mightier,

Napoleon I—-drchdeacon Hare,

never to doubt  themisélves: ¢ T et s’ da ‘b
duty,’ they say, ¢and'God’ takb "¢

. Us-do_odr
, ‘and ‘God' will ‘take "care’
us.” " So they 'delve bn,"ct')nf‘ide'p”t;:})‘rﬁsﬂ_iﬂ -
s’ guardell'agalnst
ohi o R,
. ’abio- 3::n"n"-
3, they Ko 4o
There'is'a class'of' discigled Wi bapstidlly
love pruderice. It is thé cardinal vitte. ‘The
dread, of course, all ‘manifestations, of feéling,
which i§ the same as to /s:jiy"fthh_t"dlé{”li‘;_e" n
. of the welling Nipof
the soul’s watéts, the kindlinig ‘of itd j}seé,‘ghén
dling of IS Ares,Wie

us awake ‘1o iﬂf If
they are’ watched, they ‘tetieat io" their cell:
Glond s

a spirit so ill regulited, an
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brood, that “dare not" move.’ The'p
man beeomes' thus 'a man'of ‘ice, of) sidée’ tle
soul is borne up and away ‘to’God orily oo the
wings of feeling, sinks'ints d stite"of ‘dull ne=
gation, Then'we have anot |
test the tramméls of ' prude;
in their elément, save whei
emotion. ~But as’ the' caj
limited, it ‘comes ‘16 'pass "in ‘4’ fet," day¥ th
what they had Ts wholly ‘burnt'to’ 4 ginder,~-
Then, as they have a sidé of ‘capacity for had
feeling still left, new signs Will begil to 2phedr,
As the taptures abate’and ‘the h_'x§t'1' ‘synptoms
droop, & kirid' of despais ‘begins‘to lower, 'a"faiilt
chiding ‘also fs" heard, thén"d_loud ‘rail,theit
bitter deprecations and "possibly "imi jr_éc'ngtioix:é
too ; charges are leveled it Individuals; arfélvs
are shot at ‘the mark, and the ‘voledfiic erdcta’
tions thrown up at the’ sky* are "prodfs 2‘3{"1’_&1&@
&t
3 'th ;i i us
yer diid holy
o Sanston st Ml esgh or theky
extremes,  embiacing™ its’ oppiosite,’ would 'Test
in a'balanced ‘equilibriitm on_thé tivd phles’ of
duty, and beé itself the wiser'and the holie¥, for
hidf" and “its’ ‘l{v,_érv
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A GREAT MAN.

 ‘The highest_and nioblest conception which

we_can form of a great and goodiman; *is one-
‘who understands ;the powér of his :own souly
and is continually exérting 'that power for'the’
promation of good ; who'cherishes a‘deepand’
solemri sense,of the sacredniess  of rdutyyrandr

never hesitates to’discharge that dury, be'the;

Y { conséquences_ever su'injurious to his'interést 3°
“who in mattérs of religion’:lendsnought bur:
a deaf ear to the loud voices'of setts; nbught:

but a blind eye to all party eréeddy but séana:
the works of nature, the'revelations of dorip~:
tare, and ; the yearnings of the human: heart:;:

|who gives all truth!awelcome howhogverait!
may conflict: with -his-pride ' whoris, ever:
ready 10 execute: inflexible.ijustice, thow’

muchsoever it may affecthisjust interest 3whot
vebukes all . evil doingd; hoWwever:Highnthe:
transgressor. may -stand’s:'whose: synipathies:
always espouse ‘the cause of:théioppressed,:
the down-trodden: and_thé ‘injited:~Collins.’i

: B 0 I et e TR ey aa=re ) PEA U] 03 M
. Rieut 15, M1caT,—~As sure asGod liveth,.
as sure as'the Holy o Israel isthe;Lond”
of Hosls, ght 18 mightyand
and ever was anil ever shall. be so, 1Holiness.:
is'might ; meekness is;.q . patienge, is’
might;’ humilityis_might 5. self-denia] :and ;
sell-sacifice is might ;:faith ds might; Joreisy
might ; every gift of the Spirit igmight! /The. ;
¢ross was {wo pieces of ({,ead wood, jand.a .,

helpless unresisting: man: wag; nailed tof:i0;

be .

ightier .than,:the world, and...

‘trjumphed, and will ever, trinmph oyer,ite:.
Heaven and’ earth

nand .:8hall,; pass away, but no:{
pure holy deed, or.word, or, thought,: Onthe..
othei hand; might, that which thechildren.of:s

earth call 56, the strong wind, the earthqupke,..;
the fire, perishes ibiough. its .own.violenge,. .,
self-exhausted, and e%f:qaqqnm‘egs;méggm; ‘
age of the world has been-pllowod:to witness .:
in the most signal example, , For many.ofyg.::

gnal exampl
ud they, w.

. .not,haye heard. .
athers, how,

ightiestanan on;;

from thii
h

earth, he Who had ggﬂ.bfifxﬁe! Ewith allmight,
‘except that ofj right,  boyst:;like ;n, temipesti:
‘cloud, burnt himself out like, s conflagrations:

hd'only left the gcars of

: is; ravages.o mark:
he hiad':been,, . Who amongyon cani::
0 an Infant’s face,and notisea aifower.|
thiin all the ammyigs of Attila.er 7.
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