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supplied with the means of meeting the inercaed cost of living, if the
nembers of our churches themselves feel that the expenses of thoir own

households are becoming heavier, and that they have to pay more than
before, for the same amount of work, to labourers, and mechanics, and
professional men, who can fail to sec that it is only justice that
their niiiisters should in like manner be placed by them in circum-
stances which will enable them to bear the additional burden imposed on
theni equally with others.

Then further, the inadequate support generally provided for the min-
isters of our church has no doubt a very close connexion with a fact which
has for sone time been forcing itself upon the serious notice of all the
friends of truth--we mean the dimninished number of Theological Students
-of young men looking forward to the ininistry as their life-work.

This is observable not only in somie, but in all chuiches. No cne can
read the statistics which arc yearly furnished by theni without being con-
vinced of it. It is ûtted to awaken deep concern, and lias done so in the
minds of all vho love the cause of Christ. Varions reasons have been
assigned, as accounting for it. .But whatever truth there nay be in other
causes, ve are very strongly impressed with the conviction that one main
reason is found ini what we have stated, vIz., the insuflicient incoines which
are generally afforded to ministers. Young inen of talent and enei ay of
character, looking around theni, and observing that the ministers o.. the
diflerent chuirches are often in straits and difficulties, and unable to pro-
vide for themselves liat they feel would be needful for the right and
conscientious discharge of their dnty, as well as for their fanilies a suita-
ble education, have thus at once a stunbling block, and hindrance put in
in the wvay of tleir eitering into the mninistry. Every converted young
man is not bounîd to give huînself to the ninistry. If lie feels that lie lias
a special call from the Lord to do so, or to go forth as a miissionary to the
heathen, he will obey that call, whatever hardshîips or dangers, or. trials
he nay have to undergo. 1lHe vill have the spirit of the apostle, when lie
said, "l I will very gladly spend and be Fpent for you, though the more
abundantly 1 love you. the less I be loved.'' But every young convert of
ability and zeal in the cause of Christ, does not feel himselt thius sumioned
to the :inistry, thougli sumuoned of course, to consecrate hiniself to the
Lord. And as thiere are nany opentings in the commercial world, and in
al professions, for the attainment of a confortable livelihood, or more
than that, young mcii may choose, and they do cloose such employnent
as will furnish them with the mxeanls of maintaining themselves and their
families without being constanitly straitened-and in which they niay have
at the same time the opportunity and the ability to do service by divine
grace, for the cause of Christ.

It is therefore for the mnermbcrs of the church to consider in their own
consciences and in the siglitof Cod. whether bytheirstin ted support innany
cases of ministers of the gospel-by their fajlure to avail themselves of a high
privilege, and to discharge an incumbent duty, they are niot contributing
to the tact, whichi all churcies have to deplore-the liuited minber of
those who are devoting thenselves to the work of preachers of the
glorious gospel of the blessed God. If any nan wants wealth, or affiuence,
he will not enter the ministry for it. It is not there he will find it. But
in the ministry, he lias a riglt to expect, and all who are filled with know-
ledge and judgment from on higli will feel that the people are bound, and
should consider it their piivilegýe to afford a maintenance for himself and
his family, suited to the position and the sphere which lie occupies.

Then again, it may be that th'4 subject with which we are dealing, may
be the occasion of shutting the windows of heaven, and preventing a

.840


